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SIR,         *     • 

A  SOCIETY  has  lately  been  inftituted  in  this  State,  called  the 
Historical  Society  ;  theprofeiTed  defign  of  which  is,  to 
collecl:,  preferve  and  communicate,  materials  for  a  complete  hiftory  of 
this -country,  and  accounts  of  all  valuable  efforts  of  human  ingenuity 
and  induftry,  from  the  beginning  of  its  fettlement.  In  purfuance  of 
^his  plan,  they  have  already  amaffed  a  large  quantity  of  books,  pamph- 
lets and  manufcripts ;  and  are  ftill  in  fearch  of  more  :  A  catalogue  o£ 
which  will  be  printed  for  the  information  of  the  public. 

They  have  alfo  encouraged  the  publication  of  a  monthly  pamphlet  in 
which  is  given  the  refult  of  their  inquires,  into  the  natural,  political 
and  ecclefiaftical  hiftory  of  this  coun;  *v.  It  is  requefted  that  you 
would  contribute  to  its  value  and  importance,  by  attention  to  the  arti- 
cles annexed.  The  Society  beg  leave  to  depend  on  your  obliging  anf~ 
wer  to  thefe  heads  of  inquiry,  when  leifure  and  opportunity  will  per- 
mit. 

Your  letters  addrefTed,  free  of  expenfe,  to  the^fubfcriber,  will  be  grate- 
fully received,  and  duly  noticed  in  the  Society's  publications ;  and  you 
will  have  the  fatisfacllon  of  contributing  to  the  general  flock  of  knowl- 
edge, with  which  they  hope  to  entertain  the  public. 
In  the  name,  and  by  order  of  the  Society ', 

JEREMY  BELKNAP,  Correfponding  Secretary* 
Bofton  in  Maflachufetts, 
November  1,  1791* 

Articles  on  which  the  Society  requefl  information. 

1.  The  time  when  your  town  or  city  was  incorporated  ;  its  Indian 
name  ;  when  the  fettlement  began ;  whether  it  was  interrupted,  and  by 
what  means ;  to  what  Colony  or  County  it  was  firft  annexed  ;  and  if 
there  have  been  any  alterations,  what  they  are,  and  when  made, 
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2.  The  exploits,  labours  and  fufferings  of  the  inhabitants  in  war ;  par- 
ticular accounts  of  devaftations,  deaths,  captivities  and  redemptions. 

3.  Divifions  of  your  town  or  city  in  parifhes  and  precincts,  or  the 
erection  of  new  towns  within  the  former  limits. 

4.  Time  of  gathering  churches  of  every  denomination  ;  names  of 
the  feveral  Minifters ;  the  times  of  their  fettlement,  removal  and  death  ; 
and  their  age  at  the  time  of  their  death. 

5.  Biographical  anecdotes  of  perfons  in  your  town,  or  within  your 
knowledge,  who  have  been  remarkable  for  ingenuity,  enterprise,  liter- 
ature, or  any  other  valuable  accomplifhment ;  an  account  of  their  lit- 
erary productions,  and  if  poflible,  copies  of  them. 

6.  Topographical  defcription  of  your  town  or  county,  and  its  vicin- 
ity ;  mountains,  rivers,  ponds,  animals,  vegetable  productions ;  remark- 
able falls,  caverns,  minerals,  ftones,  foffils,  pigments,  medicinal  and 
poifonous  fubftances,  their  ufes  and  antidotes. 

7.  The  former  and  prefent  ftate  of  cultivation,  and  your  thoughts  on 
farther  improvements,  either  in  refpect  to  agriculture,  roads  or  canals. 

8.  Monuments  and  relicks  of  the  ancient  Indians  ;  number  and  pre- 
fent ftate  of  any  remaining  Indians  among  you. 

9.  Singular  inftances  of  longevity  and  fecundity  from  the  firft  fettle- 
ment, to  the  prefent  time. 

10.  Obfervations  on  the  weather,  difeafes,  and  the  influence  of  the 
climate,  or  of  particular  fituations,  employments  and  aliments,  efpeci- 
allv  the  effect,  of  fpirituous  liquors  on  the  human  conftitution. 

11.  Accurate  bills  of  mortality,  fpecifying  ages  and  cafualties,  the 
proportion  of  births  and  deaths ;  and  the  increafe  or  decreafe  of  pop- 
ulation. 

12.  Accounts  of  manufactures  and  fifheries,  and  thoughts  on  the  far- 
ther improvement  of  them. 

13.  Modes  of  education,  private  or  public  ;  what  encouragement  is 
given  to  fchools  and  colleges,  and  what  is  done  to  advance  literature  ; 
whether  you  have  a  fociai  library,  what  is  the  number  of  books,  and  of 
-what  value. 

14.  What  remarkable  events  have  befallen  your  State,  County,  town, 
or  particular  families  or  perfons  at  any  time. 

P.  S.  The  Correfponding  Members  of  this  Society  are  requefted 
to  tranfmit  to  the  Correfponding  Secretary,  any  hiftorical  information 
of  which  they  may  be  poffeffed,  refpe£ting  any  part  of  the  American 
Continent  and  Iflands,  together  with  printed  ads  and  journals  of  Af- 
fcmblies  and  Conventions  whether  civil  or  ecclefiaitical.  And  the 
Society  will  gratefully  receive  from  them  and  from  all  other  perfons. 
whatever,  any  books,  pamphlets,  manufcripts,  maps  or  plans  which 
may  be  uleful  in  forming  an  hiftorical  collection— and  any  natural  or 
artificial  productions  which  may  enlarge  the  Mufeum,  the  Library,  &c. 

The  Library  and  Mufeum  are  depofited  in  an  apartment  of  Faneuil" 
Hall.  Any  per/on  defirous  of  making  a  fearch  among  the  books  or  man- 
ufcripts, many  have  accefs  to  them  under  fuch  regulations,  as  may  be 
known  by  applying  to  any  one  of  the  members. 


COLLECT  ION  S 

OF   THE 

Maffachufetts  Hiftorical  Society. 

V  0  L  U  M  E   II.     For  the  Year  1793. 


.^Topographical  Defcription  of VUXBO ROUGH,  in  the  County 

of  Plymouth. 

THE  Incorporation  and  Settlement  of  the  town.} 
Duxborough  was  incorporated  in  1637,  about  eight  months  after 
the  incorporation  of  Scituate,  in  the  Colony  of  Plymouth.  Scituate 
was  the  firft  town,  whofe  bounds  were  fixed.*  Duxborough  was  the 
fecond.  But  there  were  feveral  families  fettled  in  the  place,  many 
years  before  it  was  incorporated ;  and  fome,  before  any  part  of  Scitu- 
ate was  fettled.  The  reafon  of  the  earlier  incorporation  of  Scituate 
muft  be  attributed,  not  to  the  greater  number  of  inhabitants ;  but  to 
the  diftance  from  Plymouth :  It  being  fixteen  miles ;  Duxborough 
only  three  miles  by  water. 

The  number  of  inhabitants,  when  the  town  was  incorporated,  can- 
not be  determined.  For  all  the  fa&s  relating  to  the  firft  fettlement  of 
the  town,  cannot  be  afcertained.  There  are  no  records  exifting  of  an 
earlier  date  than  1654  :  They  were  burnt.  Probably,  there  were  for- 
ty or  fifty  families  ;  as  fettlements  had  been  making,  for  ten  years.  Capt. 
Standilh,  who  came  to  Plymouth  with  the  firft  adventurers,  in  1620, 
and  to  whom,  with  his  affociates,  the  tracl:  of  land,  afterwards  Duxbo- 
rough, was  granted,  was  one  of  the  firft  fettlers  in  this  place.  He 
1iyed  on  a  nook  of  land,  which  is  the  fouth-eaft  part  of  the  town.  But  f  or 

*  Plymouth  is  not  an  exception.  The  limits  of  this  town  were  not  de- 
termined, until  many  years  after.  All  that  pay  t  of  the  country >,  which 
was  not  within  the  bounds  of  the  incorporated  towns,  was  conjideredas 
belonging  to  Plymouth. 
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feveral  years,  during  the  winter  months,  at  the  requeft  or  the  inhabitants, 
lie  refided  in  Plymouth,  and  was  the  principal  officer  in  the  garrifon,  at 
that  place.  Capt.  Standifh  was  a  man  of  great  bravery  and  enterprife, 
}  or  many  years,  he  commanded  the  military  force  of  the  colony.  In 
1652,  when  the  Court  thought  it  necelTary  to  choofe  a  council  of 'war,* 
Capt.  Standifh  was  ele&ed  a  member.  Until  his  death,  he  was  one  of 
1  he  aflilt ants  (who  were  commonly  feven)  in  the  government.  He  was 
lorn  in  Lancalhire  in-England,  and  was  heir  apparent  to  a  great  ef- 
tate.  He  went  into  Holland,  as  a  foldier,  and  there  became  acquainted 
with  Rev.  Mr.  Robinfon,  from  whofe  church  were  feveral  pf  the  mpfl 
rminCTt  characters,  who  firft  fettled  at  Plymouth.  Capt.  Standifh  died 
i.i  '1656,  at  an  advanced  age. 

In  1632  the  brethren,  at  Duxborough,  belonging  to  the  church  of 
Plymouth,  were  difmiffed  agreeably  to  their  defire,  ort  account  of  the, 
>  iconvenience  9!  attending  at  Plymouth.  Soon  after,  they  formed 
therafejves  into'a  feparate,  regular  church. 

■  Name.]  In  the  records,  for  thirty  or  forty  years  after  the  incorpor- 
©lion  of  the  town,  it  was  written  Duxburrow.    The  probable  etymolo- 

is  Dux  and  borough,  or  burrow,  as  it  was  then  written.     It  being 

-  rant  to  the  Captain  or  Leader.it  was  called  his  borough.* 

Situation,  Extent  and  Boundaries.]  From  Bolton,  to 

centre  of  the  town,  are  thirty-eight  miles.     From  Plymouth  the 

ire  town,  by  the  moft  public  road,  are  eight  miles.     The  direction, 

•  m  Boflon,  is  S.  E.  and  by  S.     The  fquth-eaft  part  of  the  town  is  N. 
1   •  W.  from  Plymouth.  ^ 

When  the  town  was  incorporated,  it  included,  beyond  its  prefent 

::tr,  Pembroke,+ the  greateft  part  of  Marfhfield,  part  of    Kingfton, 

.  1  part  oi  Bridgewater.     The  extent  of  the  town  now  is,    from  weft 

■  ail,  fix  miles,  from  fouth  to  north,  four  miles. 

Jt  is  bounded  on  the  call,  by  %,bays  three  miles  wide;  which  i*  fep- 
ite3  from  the  Atlantic  by  a  narrow  beach,  extending,  (104:1  the  fouth- 
«  -ill  part  of  Mai  (afield,  parallel  to  the  town,  and  as  far  foutherly.  A 
3  s  alfo,  acrofs  which  to  Plymouth  are  three  miles,  bounds  the  foutK 
]  *.rt  of  the  town.  On  the  foutli-weft,  it  is  bounded  by  the  induftri- 
<  s  and  fiourifhing  town  of  Kingfton.  Pembroke  bounds  the  weftern, 
.     I  Marfhfield,  the  northern  part  of  the  town, 

1.   and  Produce.]    In  general,  the  foil  is   warm,  fandy  and 

1.    There  are,  however,  many  tracts  of  land,  of  fifty  or  fixty  acres, 

foil  is  rich  and  good;  and  particularly,  the  nook  of  land,  in  the 

call  part  oi  the  town,  confiding  of  two  hundred  or  three  hundred 

,  which  is  little  inferior  to  any  part  of  the  county. 

,  he  cultivation  of  Indian  corn  is  principally  attended  to  :  The  foil 

*  Many  towns  in  Plymouth  Colony  arc  called  after  places  in  England, 

which  the  fir  ft  fetikrs  came.     Though  there  is  a  town  of  this  name 
Lii trjundt  it  is  [aid,  that  noperfons,  whofirfl  came  to  Plymouth,  were, 
hat  place. 

v  The  Indian  name  was  Mattakecjet,  or  Namafakcefct. 
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kvery^  friendly  to  it.  Rye  is  alfo  very  confiderably  and  fuccefsfully 
cultivated.  Befide  thefe,  are  raifed  wheat/ barley,  oats  and  flax  ;  but 
pot  in  proportionable  quantities,  nor  with  equal  fuccefs. 

The  principal  reafon,  why  more  of  the  land  has  not  been  cultivated, 
undoubtedly,  is  the  barrennefs  of  the  foil.  Within  the  laft  fifty  years, 
many  of  the  inhabitants  have  been  induced  to  make  fettlements  in  other 
parts  of  the  country,  where  their  labours  are  more  liberally  rewarded. 
[t  is  very  probable,  however,  that  more  land  would  be  cultivated,  were 
not  the  fituation  io  convenient  for  navigation,  which  moll  people  pre- 
fer to  the  more  laborious  life  of  the  farmer.  For  the  laft  fifty  years, 
not  more  than  two  hundred  acres,  perhaps,  have  been  converted  into 
)afturage  or  tillage. 

Woods.]  Somewhat  more  than  half  the  town  is  woodland,  though 
here  have  been  fettlements  here,  one  hundred  and  fixty  years.  Oak, 
:>itch,  and  white  pine,  are  mod  common,*  Befide  thefe,  there  are 
naple,  birch,  alh,  cedar,  and  walnut. 

Hills.]  The  town  is  neither  remarkably  hilly  nor  level.  The 
ttoft  extenfive  plain,  confiding 01  two  hundred  or  threehundred  acres, 
s  in  the  weft  part  of  the  town,  adjoining  the  port  road  from  Bolton  to 
Plymouth.  The  higheft  hill  is  in  the  fouth-eaft  part  of  the  town, 
it  rifes,  immediately,  on  the  fouth  and  weft,  from  the  bay,  which  lies 
spetween  this  town  and  Plymouth.  The  fummit  is  about  four  hundred 
eet  from  the  water;  perpendicularly,  one  hundred  and  feventy,or  one 
mndred  and  eighty  feet.  It  is  called  the  Captain's  hill,  or  mount,  as 
t  makes  a  part  of  the  farm,  which  was  Capt.  Standifh's,  one  of  the 
irft  fettlers  in  the  town.  This  hill  commands  an  extenfive,  variegated 
nd  delightful  profpe£t.  Beyond  a^bay,  about  three  miles  wide,  to  the 
outh,  Jies  Plymouth,  and  to  the  fouth-weff ,  Kingfton.  To  the  weft 
nd  north-weft,  beyond  three  miles  of  cultivated  land,  in  the  town, 
he  country  appears  to  be  covered  with  wood.  Far  to  the  north-weft, 
oout  twenty-five  miles,  on  a  flrait  line,  are  feen  the  blue  hills,  in 
vlilton  and  Stoughton,  rifing  high  above  the  furrounding  country. 
7o  the  eaft,  the  eye  is  attracted  by  the  Atlantic's  wide,  extended  plain, 
ningto  the  fouth-eaft,  we  have  a  view  of  Barnftable  Bay,  warning 
be  we  item  fhore  of  Cape  Cod.  Befide  the  beach,  which  lies  to  the 
aft,  three  miles  from  the  town,  the  profpefl;  is  diverfified  by  two  pleaf- 
nt  iflands,  within  the  harbour,  and  the  Gurnet ;+  and  enlivened  by  the 
ailing  of  veifels,  within  and  without  the  harbour. 

*  Capt.  Samuel  Alden,  who  died  twelve  years  fince,  recolleBed  thefirji 
mite  pine  in  the  iown.  Now,  the  eighth  part,  perhaps,  of  the  wood-land 
'  covered  with  trees  of  this  1  rowth. 

+  Clarke's  Ifland,  confjling  of  about  one  hundred  acres    of  excellent 

nd  ;  and  Sauquifli,  which  was  joined  to  the  Gurnet,  by  a  narrow  piece 

f  /and :  For  fever al years,  the  water  has  made  its  way  acrofs,and  in- 

dated  it.     The  Gurnet  is  an  eminence,  at  the  fouth-rn  extremity  of  tke 

fuck,  on. which  is  a  light  hovfi,  built  by  the  State. 
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Ponds.]  A  little  fouth  of  the  centre  of  the  town,  is  Ifland-creek 
Pond  :  fo  called  on  account  of  its  being  the  fountain  of  a  brook,  which, 
near  to  the  bay,  as  it  pafles  a  fmall  iiland,  is  known  by  the  name  of 
Ifland-Creek.  The  pond  is  one  mile  and  an  half  from  the  fait  water. 
It  is  half  a  mile  wide  ;  one  and  a  hall  in  length.  The  red  and  fea 
perch,  ihiners,  pout,  and  fometimes  pickerel,  are  found  in  it.  Half 
a  mile,  north  weft  from  this,  lies  a  fmaller  pond,  about  one  mile  in 
circumference.  No  ftreams  run  into  it ;  neither  is  there  any  commu- 
nication ol  water,  upon  the  furface  of  the  earth,  from  it  to  the  larger 
pond.     It  is  always  very  nearly  the  fame  height. 

Air.]  The  air  is  the  fame,  as  in  other  maritime  towns  in  this  State. 
Undoubted  facte  prove  that  it  is  friendly  to  health  and  longevity. +   The 
extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  are  about  the  lame  as  at  Bofton  and  Cam- j 
bridge,  2|  degrees  below  0/:  92^  above  are  the  extremes,  by  Fahren-j 
heit's  Thermometer. 

It  has  often,  and  juflly,  been  obferved,  that  fettlements  near  the 
fait  water  are  healthy  fituations.  The  only  reafon  which  can  be  giv- 
en, is,  that  the  atmofphere  is  greatly  charged  with  faline  air.  It  mould 
feem,  then,  that  the  idea  of  an  earl  wind  being  unhealthy,  cannot  be 
true.  At  Duxborough — and  this  is  generally  true  of  other  towns  in 
the  State,  fituated  by  the  fait  water — during  the  months  of  April,  May 
and  June,*  (the  feafon,  in  which  the  eaft  winds,  fo  unpleafant  to  our 

+  Many  injlances  might  be  ?nentioned.  About  two  years  fince,  a 
woman  dud  in  the  town,  aged  one  hundred  and  three.  Generally,  each 
year  affords  an  injlance  oj  the  death  of  a  per  [on  pafi  ninety.  There  art 
now  living  in  the  town  Jixty -three  per fons,  (twenty  one  males  and  forty 
two  females )  who  are  more  thanfeventy  years  old :  Twenty  f  eight  males 
and  twelve  females  J  pajl  eighty  ;  two  males  within  a  few  months  offline- 
ty :  One  male  and  five  females  pafi  ninety.  The  proportion  of  thofe  pafi 
feventy  to  the  whole  number  of  inhabitants  is  one  in  twenty-three.  It 
is  not  meant  to  fuggzfK  that  the  adjoining  towns  are  not  equally  healthy 
fituations. 

The  very  advanced  age,  which  fever 'al  per fons  of  one  particular  fam- 
ily attained,  whofe  defendants  now  live  in  Duxborough,  is  worthy  of 
notice,  John  Alden,who  came  to  Plymouth  in  1610,  who  was  one  of 
the Jigners  of  the  compacl.efiablifjied immediately  upon  the  arrival  of  the 


fir  ft ftttlers,andwho,  for  many  years,  was  chofen  an  ajfiflant  in  thej 
government  of  Plymouth,  lived  to  be  eighty-eight  years  old.  David  AL 
den,  his  Jon,  who  livedin  Duxborough,  attained  the  age  of  feventy -three. 
Captain  Samuel  Alden,fon  of  David,  and  grand fon  of  John  Alden,  liv- 
ed to  the  one  hundred  and fixtyfirfl.  year,  fromthe  fetttement  of  Plymouth  f 
and  died  at  Duxborough  in  1780,  aged  ninety-three.  He  had  afjter, 
zcho  attained  nearly  the  fame  age. 

%  In  iyyS,in  the  months  of  April,  May,  June,  July  and  Oclober, 

about  three  hundred  per  fons  had  the  fmall -pox  by  inoculation,  under !  i 

the  care  of  Dr.  Winftow  of  Marjhfield,  on  the  if  lands,  in  the harbour,   t 

not  one  of  them  died  of  the  dil order. 
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leelings,  prevail)  it  has  never  been  obferved,  that  the  inhabitants  arc 
more  expofed  todifeafes,  of  any  kind  :  Nor  does  it  appear,  that  thefe 
i  winds  are  ever  introductory  to  any. 

Number  of  Inhabitants.]  The  inhabitants  are  1460.  They 
were  nearly  as  numerous  fifty  years  ago.  The  difference,  perhaps,  is 
fitty  or  fixty.  It  is  not  probable,  that  the  number  01  inhabitants  will 
ever  be  greatly  increafed.  They  will,  probably,  continue  to  emigrate, 
as  tor  many  years  paft,  and  the  number  will  be  about  the  fame,  as  at 
prefent. 

Means  of  Subsistence.]  More  than  one  third  of  the  men, 
who  are  of  an  3ge,  fit  for  labouring  life,  are  engaged  in  navigation. 
Twenty  veffels,  the  greater  part  from  fixty  to  ninety  tons,  are  owned 
iin  this  town.  Several  of  them  are  employed  in  coafting  between  this 
and  the  fouthern  States  in  the  Union.  Some  make  more  diftant  voy- 
ages :  But  the  greater  number  are  employed  in  the  cod  fifhery.  They 
generally  fecure  a  comfortable  fubfiftence.  About  half  the  inhabitants 
Jive  by  hufbandry.  Some  are  employed  in  the  mechanic  arts.  Ship- 
building is  the  moll  profitable.  There  are  perfons  of  this  trade,  in  the 
town,  who  are  acknowledged  to  be  as  ingenious,  as  any  in  the  State. 
Other  occupations,  which  are  common  in  the  State,  are  followed* 
a  There  is  a  proportionable  number  of  cabinet-makers,  carpenters,  fmiths 
and  lhoe-makers. 

Religion.]  There  is  only  one  religious  fociety  in  the  town. 
4  This  is  Congregational.  It  may  be  obferved,  without  an  exception, 
l  that  there  are  no  feclaries  in  the  place.  The  reafon,  undoubtedly,  is, 
,- itfiat  the  clergy  have  been  men  of  learning,  and  catholicifm.  For  the 
j'faft  forty  years,  particularly,  the  town  has  been  blefled  with  religious/ 
;.inftru£lors  who  have  been  too  well  acquainted  with  the  Chriftian  fyf- 
;JJteTi,  and  too  honeft,  to  teach  the  do&rines  of  fallible  men,  or  to  infill 
jk>n  fubjecls  of  "  doubtful  difputation." 

The  firft  fettlers  lived  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the  town,  which  lies 
.1  py  the  bay  between  this  place  and  Plymouth.     The  foil  here  is  better 
"pan  in  moft  other  parts  of  the  town.     But  probably,  they  chofe  this 
tfituation,  becaufe  it  is  the  neareft  to  Plymouth.    The  firft  church  flood 
jbear  the  water.     It  was  a  very  fmafl  building.     The  fecond  building 
ilor  public  worfliip,  was  a  mile  farther  north.     The  fituation  is  pleaf- 
*nt ;    but  not  central.     It  flood  about  one  hundred  years.    The  prefent 
hurch  is  a  very  handfome  building  ;  it  was  ere&ed  in    1784.     It  is 
qually  diftant  from  the  fouthern  and  northern  boundaries  of  the  town. 
Rev.  Ralph  Partridge,  was  the  firft  minifter.     He  was  fettled  as  ear- 
ly as  the  incorporation  of  the  town  ;  and  continued  in  the  miniftry,  in 
this   place,  until  his  death,  in    1658.     He  had  been  a  minifter  in  the 
church  of  England  ;  but  "  being  hunted;"  as  he  exprelfed  it,  "  like  a 
partridge  upon  the  mountains,  at  laft,  he  refolved  to  get  out  of  their 
each,  and  take,  his  flight  to  New-England."     He  was  a  member  ot  the 
venerable  fynod,  at  Cambridge,  in    1646.     It  was  the  defign  of  this 
Tynod  to  agree  upon  a  mode  of   church  difciplinc.     Three  minifters 
1  Rev.  Mr.  Partridge  was  one  of  them)  were  chofen  to  draw  up,  feparate- 


.-, 
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gentlemen,  the  platform  of  church  government  and  difcipline  was  coniJ 
poled.     Mr.   Partridge  difcovered  the  fpirit  of  primitive  chriftianity.: 
He  fuffered  much  on  account  of  the  poverty  of  his  flock,  but  he  did 
not  forfake  them.     Rev.  Mr.  Holmes  fucceeded  Mr.  Partridge.     To 
Mr.  Holmes,  Rev.  Ichabod  Wifwali  fucceeded.     He  was  the  paftar  of 
the  church  in  this  place  about  thirty  years :  He  died  at  Duxborough 
Mr.  Wifwali  was  a  native  of  this  country.     Mr.  Partridge  and  Mr 
Holmes  came  from  England.     Mr.  Wifwali  was  two  or  three  years  at 
Harvard  college.     But  he  was   not  graduated.     Poverty  or  ficknefs 
muff,  have  prevented  ;  not  any  thing  that  was  unfavourable  to  his  abili 
ties  or  virtue ;   for  he  gave  undoubted  evidence  afterwards,  that  he 
poflefTedboth.     He  was  in  England,  in  1691,  an  agent  for  the  Colony 
of  Plymouth.     While  he  was  in  England,  he  wrote  a  poem  which  was 
occafioned  by  the  appearance  of  a  comet,  and  Which  was  publifhed 
in  London.     Rev.  John  Robinfon,  his  fucceifor,  was  fettled  in  1700. 
He  continued  in  the  miniftry,  in  this  place  nearly  forty  years.     After 
Mr.  Robinfon,  was  Rev.  Samuel, Veazie :  He  was  the  minifler  about 
eight  years.     Rev.  Charles  Turner  fucceeded  Mr.  Veazie  ;  he  was  in 
the  miniftry  in  the  town  feventeen  years.     Rev.  Zedekiah  Sanger  was 
fettled  in   1776.     In  1785,  his  paftoral  relation  was  diflblved.     His| 
imperfect  flate  of  health  obliged  him  to  requeff.  it.     Mr.  Turner,  and 
Mr.  Sanger  were  much  refpefted  and  beloved  by  the  people  of  their 
charge.      They  ftill  live  in  their  affectionate  remembrance.     Rev 
John  Allyn  is  the  prefent  minifler.     He  was  ordained  in  1788.+ 

It  fhould  not  pais  unnoticed,  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  town,  have 
always  difcovered  the  fame  fpirit,  which  influenced  their  anceflors  in 
fettling  this  country  ;  and  have  ever  proved  themfelves  the  worthy 
defendants  of  thofe  refolute  and  determined  advocates  of  civil  and 
religious  freedom.  They  oppofed,  unanimoufly,  the  oppreffive  meas- 
ures of  Great  Britain,  in  the  late  unnatural  war  :  They  have  been  equal- 
ly oppofed  to  religious  tyranny  ;  and' to  the  abfurd  fyftems  and  un- 
meaning ceremonies,  which  fallible  and  defigning  men  have  inflituted 
to  enflave  the  human  mind. 


+  Mri  Allyn  is  the  eighth  minifler  ordainedinDuxbor  ough.fmce  tht 
incorporation  of  the  town  in  1637.  Excepting  Mr.  Partridge  and  Mr. 
Holmes,  they  were  educated  at  Cambridge.  Mr.  Robinfon  "was  gradu- 
ated in  1695  :  Mr.  Veazie,  in  1736  :  Mr.  Turner,  in  1752  :  Mr.  San* 
eer.  in  1771  :   Mr.  Allvn.  in  178c. 


ger,  in  1771  :  Mr.  Allyn,  in  178.5 


Communications  from  the  Town  Clerk  of  Dorchefler.  q 

To  his  much  Honoured  and  Refpetled  friend,  Major  Atherton,  at 
his  Houfe  in  Dorchefler,  thefe  prefent. 
Much  Honoured  and  beloved  in  the  Lord. 

THOUGH  our  poor  Indians  are  much  molefted  in  moft  places,  in 
tlieir  proceedings  in  way  of  civility,  yet  the  Lord  hath  put  it  in- 
to your  hearts,  to  firffe/  us  to  proceed  quietly  at  Ponkipog,  for  which 
I  blefs  God,  and  am  thankful  to  your  felf  and  all  the  good  people  o£ 
Dorchefler.  And  now  that  our  proceedings  may  be  the  more  comfort- 
able and  peaceable  ;  my  requefl  is,  that  you  would  pleafe  to  further 
thefe  two  motions*  Firft,  that  you  would  pleafe  to  make  an  order  irt 
your  town  Jecrety*  and  record  it  in  your  town  records,  that  you  ap- 
prove and  allow  the  Indians  of  Ponkipog,  there  to  fit  down,  and  make 
a  town,  and  to  enjoy  fuch  accommodations,  as  may  be  competent  to 
I  maintain  God's  .ordinances  among  them  another  day.  My  fecond  re- 
queft is,  that  you  would  appoint  fitting  men,  who  may,  in  a  fit  feafon, 
bound  and  lay  out  the  fame,  and  record  that  alfo,  and  thus  commend- 
ing you  to  the  Lord,  I  reft, 

your's  to  ferve  in  the 
Roxbury,  this  ^ih  of  fervice  of  Jefus  Chriff. 

the  Ath,57  :  JOHN  ELIOT; 

,d|  Whereas,  there  was  a  plantation  given,  by  the  town  of  Dorchefler, 
irjunto  the  Indians  at  Ponkipog,  it  was  voted,  at  a  general  town  meeting, 
Jthe  feventh  of  December,  1657,  that  the  Indians,  (hall  not  alienate  or 
[fell  their  plantation,  or  any  part  thereof,  unto  any  Englifh,  upon  the- 
•epois  or  forfeiture,  of  the  plantation. 

jjl     The  fame  day,  it   was  voted,  that  the  Honoured    Major  Atherton,' 
(yjLieutenant  Clap,  Enfign  Fofter,  and  William  Sumner,  are  defired  and 
^kmpowered  to  lay  out  the  Indian  Plantation,  at  Ponkipog,  not  exceed- 
inu  fix  thoufand  acres  of  land. 

True  copy  from  Dorchefler  Records, 

Atteft,  NOAH  CLAP,  Town  Clerk. 

*  Perhaps,  the  Clerk,  that  put  Mr.  Eliot's  letter  on  the  town  records^ 
xade  a  miflake,  and  put  the  word  ferrety  in/lead  of  certify! 

In  Epitaph  written  by  Mr.  Willi  am  Pole  ^Dorchefler,  who  kepi 
fchoolin  the  town  a  nufinbe'r  of  years,  and  was  a  Clerk  of  the  town 
feveral years,  in  order  to  be  put  on  his  Tomb  when  dead. 

Ho  !  PafTenger  it's  worth  thy  pains  to  flay, 
And  take  a  dead  man's  lefTon  by  the  way, 
I  was  what  now  thou  art,  and  thou  fhalt  be 
What  I  am  now,  what  odds  b'twixt  me  and  thee. 
Now  go  thy  way,  but  flay  take  one  word  more, 
Thy  fluff,  for  aught  thou  know'ft  ftands  next  the  door. 
Death  is  the  door,  the  door  ofheaven  or  hell, 
Be  warn'd,  be  arm'd,  believe,  repent,  farewel. 
Vol.11.  B 


ao         Communications  from  the  Town  Clerk  of  Dorchejler. 

An  Infcription  on  the  Grave  Stone  of  the  ingenious  Mathematician  am 
Printer,  Mr.  John  Foster,  who  died  Sept.  gth  1681,  aged  thirty 
three  years. 

Aftra  colis  vivens  moriens,  fuper  aethera   Fofter 
Scande  precor,  czelum  metiri  difce  fupremum, 
Metior  atque  meum  eft,  emit  mihi  dives  lefus 
Nee  tenior  quicquam  nifi  grates  folvere. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Richard  MatherV  Epitaph. 

D.  O.  M  :  Sacer. 
Richardus  hie  dormit  Matherus 
(Sed  nee  totus  nee  mora  diutiirna) 
Laetatus  genuifTe  pares. 
Incertum  eft  utrum  Do&ior  an  melior, 
Anima  &  Gloria  non  queunt  human. 

Divinely  rich,  and  learned  Richard  Mather, 

Sons  like  him,  prophets  great,  rejoie'd  this  father  ; 

Short  time  his  fleeping  duft  here's  cover'd  down  ; 

Not  his  afcended  fpirit  or  renown. 
V.  D.  M.  in  Ang.  16  Annos.  In  Dorc.  N.  A.  34  An. 
Ob.  Apr.  22d.  1069,  astaetis  fuse  73. 


« 


An  Epitaph  engraven  upon  the  tomb  of  Lieutenant  Governor  Stough 
ton,^ inhabitant  ^/"Dorchefter. 

Gulielmus  Stoughtonus  armiger, 

Provincial  Maffachutenfis  in  Nova  Anglia  Legatus, 

deinde  Gubernator  ; 

Nec-non  Curiae  ineadem>Provincia  Superioris 

Jufticiarius  Capitalis, 

Hie  jacet. 

Vir  Cc-njugii  Nefciusr 

Religione  Sanclus, 

Virtute  Clarus, 
Do&rina  Celebris, 
Ingenio  Acutus, 
Sanguine  &  Animo  puriter  Illuftris, 
^Equitatis  Amator, 
Legum  PropUgnator, 
Collegii  Stoughtcniani'  Fundator, 
Literarum  &  Literatorum  Fautor  ceieberimns,. 
Impietatis  &  Vitii  Hoftis  acerrimus. 
Hunc  Rhetores  amant  facundum, 
Hunc  Scriptores  norunt  elegantem,      ' 
Hunc  Phiiofophi  quecrunt  fapientem,. 
Hunc  Do&ores  laudant  Theologum,. 
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Hunc  Pii  Venerantur  Aufterum, 
Hunc  Omnes  Mirantur  ;  Omnibus  ignotum, 
Omnibus  licet  notum. 
Ouid  plura  Viator  ?     Quern  perdidimus 
Stoughtonum? 
Heu! 
Satis  dixi,  urgent  Lachrymse, 
Sileo. 
Vixit  annos  feptuaginta, 
Septimo  die  Julii  Anno  Salutis  1701 
Cecidit. 
Heu !  Heu  !      Qualis  Lu&us  ? 


opy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Cotton  Mather  to  Dr.  John- 
Woodward;  probably  the  Secretary  of  the  Royal  Society  in 
London. 

A  TIDE  and  STORM  of   uncommon  cirewnftances, 

SIR, 

P^HE  reading  of  a  ftorm  is  not  To  bad  as  the  feeling  of  it ;  I  mall 
3-1.  therefore  think  it  no  trefpafs  on  civility  to  entertain  you  with  a 
jiort  relation  of  a  ftorm  and  tide,  wherein  thefe  parts  of  the  world  faw 
rhat  no  man  alive  remembers  to  have  feen  before,  and  fufTered  incom- 
Utable  damages.  It  was  on  February  24th,  1723,  when  .  our 
Imerican  philofophers  obferved  an  uncommon  concurrence  of  all 
tiofe  caufes  which  an  high  tide  were  to  be  expecled  from.  The  moon 
ras  then  at  the  change,  and  both  fun  and  moon  together  on  the  mend- 
in.  The  moon  was  in  her  perigee,  and  the  fun  was  near  to  his  having 
iaft  it,  but  a  little  before.  -Both  the  fun  and  moon  were  near  the 
^.quinoxial,  and  fo  fell  in  with  the  annual  and  the  diurnal  motion  of 
ae  terraqueous  globe.  There  was  a  great  fall  of  fnow  and  rain,  the 
bmper  of  the  air  was  cool  and  moift,  and  fuch  as  contributed  unto  a 
pighty  defcent  of  vapours.  A  cloudy  atmofphere  might  alio  help 
amething  to  fwell  and  raife  the  waters.  Finally,  the  wind  was  high, 
pd  blew  hard  and  long,  firft  from  the  fouthward,  and  it  threw  the  fouth- 
irn  fea  in  a  vaft  quantity  to  the  northern  fhores :  Then  veering  eaff.- 
/ardly  it  brought  the  eaftern  feas  alfo  upon  them.  And  then  ftill  veer- 
ng  to  the  northward  it  brought  them  all  with  even  more  accumulations 
ipon  us.  They  raifed  the  tide  unto  an  height  which  had  never  been 
een  in  the  memory  ol  man  among  us.  The  tide  was  very  high  in  the 
iighr,  but  on  the  day  following,  it  being  the  Lord's  day,  at  noon,  it 
ole  two  feet  higher  than  ever  had  been  known  unto  the  country, 
nd  the  city  of  Bofton  particularly  fuffered  from  it,  incredible  mifchiets 
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and  lofles.  It  rofe  two  or  three  feet  above  the  famous  long  wharf 
and  flowed  over  the  other  wharves  and  flreets  to  fo  furprifmg  an  height 
that  we  could  fail  in  boats  from  the  Southern  Battery,  to  the  rife  oi 
ground  in  King's-flreet,  and  from  thence  to  the  rife  of  the  ground  af 
cending  towards  the  north  mee;ing-houfe.  It,  filled  all  the  cellars 
and  filled  the  floors' of  the  lower  rooms  in  the  houfes  and  ware  houfei 
in  town.  The  damage  inexpreflible  in  the  country.  On  the  infide  o: 
Cape  Cod,  the  tide  rofe  four  feet,  and  without,  it  rofe  ten  or  a  doz 
en  feet  higher  than  ever  was  known.  At  Rhode-Ifland  and  Pifcata- 
qua  they  tared  as  we  did  in  Bofton.  At  Hampton  the  fea  broke  ovei 
its  natural  banks  for  many  miles,  and  continued  running  over  for  man) 
hours.  Almoft  all  over  the  country  the  artificial  banks  of  the  fea  were 
broken  down.  The  mar  flies  were  overflown,  and  overwhelmed  ;  might) 
flacks  of  hay,  fome  removed,  fome  deflroyed,  many  acres  of  marfh  ru 
ined,  being  either  torn  up  through  the  rage  of  the  water,  orcoverec 
with  the  fands  from  the  road.  This  is  the  turn  of  the  (lory,  if  there  be 
nothing  in  it  worthy  to  be  remembered  than  as  waters  that  pafs  awaj 
(or  any  thing  like  the  memorable  November  ftorm  that  filled  the  Eng. 
Jifli  world  with  horror,  twenty  years  ago,  and  whereof  a  large  booi 
was  written,)  yet  it  may  lead, a  perfon  of  your  fagacity  to  fome  con- 
£derable  /peculations,  and  more  particularly,  though  I  have  mentione( 
what  our  imall  philofophers  here  may  dream  for  the  caufes  of  fuch  oc- 
currences, yet  you  will  alfo  confider  how  far  the  fubterraneous  heats 
and  fleams  below  the  bottom  of  the  ocean,  riling  thence  and  paflin£ 
through  it,  and  caufing  the  deep  to  boil  as  a  pot,  may  farther  contribute 
unto  them.  However  as  for  a  temper):  fo  for  a  letter,  about  one  yoi 
may  think  the  fhorter  the  better,  it  (hall  therefore  now  be  over.  J 
will  add  no  more  and  you  (hall  be  fenfible  of  nothing  more  but  a  fwell- 
ing  tide  of  efleern  andaffecr.ion  tor  you,  in  the  breaft  of  Sir,  your  hearty 
friend  and  fervant.  C.  M. 

September  24th  1724.  '■) 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Hon.  John  Winthrop,  Efq.  of  New  -Lon- 
don, to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mather,  0/ Bofton. 

New- London.  Sept.  12,  1717: 
SIR, 

BEING  from  home  the  lafl  poll:  day,  when  your  letter  arrived  here, 
I  am  now  to  thank  you  for  it,  and  to  make  anfwer  to  what  you 
demand  of  me.  The  observations  I  made  of  the  prodigious  florms  of 
fnow,  in  the  doleful  winter  pail,  are  many.  But  I  fhall  mention  but 
two  at  this  time,  and  they  are  thefe.  That  the  fnow  fpangles  which 
fell  on  the  earth,  appeared  in  large  fexangular  forms.  Seu  nivem  fex 
'i'adiate.ni  ;  et  Jlellas  lies  nivtas  obfervavi  prout  aftrologi  tulgo adf- 
peSlum  depingUtit  [exlilcm^..  The  other  is,  that  among  the  fmall  flock 
of  fheep,  that  I  daily  fold  in  this  diftantpart  of  the  wildernefs,  (for 
1  am  a  poor  fhepherd)  to  fecure  them  from  the  wild  rapacious 
quadrupeds  of  the  forefl  ;  that  after  the  unufual  and  unheard  of  fnows 
iheaforefaid  animals  from  the  uplandpartsof  the  country,  were  in  great 
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i  they  netted,  kennelled  and  burrougfied  in  the  thick  f  wamps  of  thefe  am- 
]tl  pie  paftures,  nightly  vifitingthe  pens  and  yards  for  their  neceflity,  &c. 
°f  And  the  ewes  big  with  young,  being  often  terrified  and  furprifed, 
M  more  efpecially  with  the  foxes,  during  the  deep  fnows  ;  it  had  fuch 
;5.|  impremon  on  them,  that  the  biggeft  part  of  the  lambs  *they  brought 
^Torth  in  the  fpring,  are  of  Monfieur  Reynard's  complexion  and  colour, 
d  when  their  dams  were  all  either  white  or  black.  The  florm  continued 
z)  fo  long  and  fevere,  that  multitudes  of  all  forts  of  creatures  perifhed  in 
the  fnow  drifts.  We  loft  at  the  ifland  and  farms,  above  eleven  hun- 
dred fheep,  befides  fome  cattle  and  horfes,  interred  in  the  fnow.  And 
it  was  very  ftrange  that  twenty-eight  days  after  the  ilorm,  the  tenants 
at  Fifher's  Ifland,  pulling  out  the  ruins  of  one  hundred  fheep,  out  of 
1  one  fnow  bank  in  a  valley,  (where  the  fnow  had  drifted  over  them  fix- 
teen  feet)  found  two  of  them  alive  in  the  drift,  which  had  lain  on  them 
-«  all  that  time,  and  kept  themfelves  alive  by  eating  the  wool  off  the  oth- 
*lers",  that  lay  dead  by  them  :  As  foon  as  they  were  taken  out  of  the 
9  drift  they  fried  their  own  fleeces,  and  are  now  alive,  and  fat ;  and  I 
i-\  faw  them  at  the  ifland,  the  laft  week,  and  are  at  your  fervice. 

The  {form  had  its  effecl  alfo  on  the  ocean  :  The  fea  was  in  a  mighty 
a*|  ferment,  and  after  it  was  over,  vaft  fyeaps  of  the  enclofed  fhells  came 
•  afhore,  m  places  where  there  never   had   been   any    of  the  fort  be- 
fore. Neptune  with  his  trident,  alfo  drove  in  great  fchools  of  porpifles, 
fo  that  the  harbour  and  river  feemed  to  be  full  of  them  ;    but  none  of 
thefe  came  on  fhore,  but  kept   a  play  day, among  the  difiurbed  waves, 
1  As  for  the  golden  fleece — the  hider  and  his  partner  intended  to  fettle 
:  in  your  town,  after  they  hadjnade  a  few  more  wreck  voyages,  and  have 
come  back  undjfeovered  like  trading  men,  as  I  was  told  by  my   author. 
And  as  for  my  informer,  he  was  always  plotting  and  contriving  how  to 
accompliih  your  bufinefs,  without  difcovering  it  to  any  more  ;  but  he  was 
fo  needy  that  I  believe  he  had  never  fo  much  money  together  to  carry 
him  down,  and  keep  him  there  any  time  for  the  purpofe  ;   and   a   few 
weeks  before  he  died,  he  was  propofing  to  me  for  a  new  trial  and  dif- 
covery  of  the  thing.     Sir,  what  1  know  about  it  I  have  truly,  faithful- 
ly, and  ingenioufly   communicated  to  you,  and  hope,  by  fome  means 
or  other,  you  may  in  time  be  the  better  for  it.     I  thank  you  for  "your 
publications,  I  have  mentioned  to  my  honeft  neighbour  Timothy  the 
reprinting  them,  without  mentioning  your  name  in  the  matter,  en- 
couraging him  to  the  work,  by  the  quick  vent  of  fo  large  a  number  of 
the  fir  ft  impreilion. 

I  have  given  a  dofe  of  your  ftbr  if u  gium  to  one  of  the  town,  which 
I  hope,  has  cured  him  of  a  malignant  fever,  and  it  is  an  excellent  rem- 
edy ob  doloreni  lienis.  I  am  indebted  for  your  mentioning  my  name 
inter  F.  R.  S.*  at  Grefh'am  ;  1  am  an  obfeure  perfon,  lefs  than  the 
pooreft  of  your  fervants,  and  not  fit.  to  ftand  before  princes,  but  am 
contented  to  lie  hid  among  the  retired  philolbphers. 

1  am  &c.  JOHN  WINTHROP. 

To  the  Rev.  DoBor  Cotton  Mather. 

*  This  ai)i) ointment  afterwards  took  place. 
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THE  firft  appearance  of  the  Aurora  Borealis  was  very  aftonifhing; 
to  our  anceftors,  both  in  England  and  America.  It  was  firft  feen  in 
England  in  1716,  and  in  New-England  in  1719.  An  account  of 
the  former  was  written  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Prince  who  was  then  in 
England.  An  account  of  the  latter  was  publifhed  here  by  an  anony- 
mous author.     They  are  both  now  newly  prefented  to  the  public. 

Mr,  Prince's  Account  of  the  Northern  Lights  when  firfi  feen  in  Eng- 
land, 1716. 

THERE  feemed  to  be  a  great  ftream  of  fmoky  Light  rifing  in 
the  N.  E.  reaching  from  near  the  earth,  afcending  and  waving 
like  the  light  of  a  great  houfe  or  bon-fire  in  a  dark  evenixig  about  half  a 
mile  off,  which  we  therefore  thought  it  at  firft  to  be  :  But  fbon  altered 
our  minds  when  we  faw  it  increafing  in  breadth,  length  and  brightnefs, 
and  pufhing  forwards,  retreating  and  advancing  in  the  fhape  of  a  broad 
iword,  and  like  the  mooting  vibrations  of  a  very  high  blaze,  until  it 
extended  to  the  point  over  our  heads.  As  it  increafed  in  bignefs,  fo 
did  it  likewife  in  the  fwiftnefs  and  fury  of  its  motion,  and  grew  by  de- 
grees into  a  bluifh,  red  aud  fiery  colour,  almoft  like  to  that  of  the  flame 
of  brimflone.  Both  the  colour  and  figure  continually  changed,  I  know 
3>ot  how,  till  at  length,  on  a  fudden,  it  brake  forth  into  the  appearance 
of  a  raging  and  mighty  torrent  of  bloody  waters,  that  at  firft  looked 
like  the  fudden  giving  way  of  a  dam,  and  the  fea  bearing  all  irrefiftibly 
before  it  :  Whereupon  all  that  part  of  the  heavens  over  us  turned  of 
an  inconceivably  bright  rainbow  colour,  and  immediately  run  into  an 
admirable,  inexpreflible  confufion  of  an  infinite  variety  of  motions  that 
were  amazingly  quick  and  terrible  to  behold. 

1  know  not  how  to  give  you  an  idea  of  this  part  of  the  appearance  ; 
unlefs  you  may  conceive  fomething  of  it  by  the  various  and  moft  vi- 
olent motions  that  arc  in  a  great  body  of  waters,  when  an  higher  ftream 
happens  to  defcend  and  impetuoufly  rufti  into  another.  Sometimes 
they  ran  into  circular  forms  fometimes  into  ovals,  fometimes  the  cir- 
cles and  ovals  were  varioufly  comprefton  their  fides  by  their  approach- 
ing nearer  to  one  another,  or  the  greater  interflux  of  the  namelefs  and 
unknown  matter.  Sometimes  they  ran  winding  within  and  haftily 
purfuing  one  another  in  the  manner  of  whirlpools,  and  fometimes  they 
ran  round  and  crofted  like  an  8,  and  in  numberlefs  other  different  fig- 
ures; that  fomething  refembled  the  various,  quick  and  confufed  Ram- 
bles of  flies  in  the  miclft  of  a  room,  or  of  fpiders  on  the  furface  of  a 
pond;  or  the  perplexing  contortions  and  turnings  of  a  great  heap  of 
Jiving  eels jufl covered  with  water  in  the  bottom  of  a  boat;  or  as  the 
little  foldings  and  ridges  at  the  tops  and  bottoms  of  the  fingers  ;  or  to 
mention  no  more  companions,  like  the  figures  it  is  probable  you  have 
feen  of  Car tejius's  vortices r, 

Ail  this  while,  the  brightnefs,  bloodinefs  and  fierinefs  of  the  colours 
I  e-nientionecl  together  with  the  fwiftnefs  of  the  'motions  increafed, 
b)foruueh  as  we  could  hardly  trace  them  with  our  eyes;  till  at  length 
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almoft  all  the  whole  heavens  appeared  as  if  they  were  fet  on  a  flame, 
which  wrought  and  glimmered  with  flames  in  a  moft  dreadful  and  un- 
defcribable  manner.  It  feemed  to  threaten  us  with  an  immediate  de- 
scent and  deluge  of  fire,  filled  the  ftreets  with  loud  and  doleful  outcries 
and  lamentations  and  frighted  a  great  many  people  into  their  houfes  : 
And  we  all  began  to  think  whither  the  Son  of  God  was  next  to  make 
his  glorious  and  terrible  appearance,  or  the  conflagration  of  the  world 
was  now  begun.  For  the  elements  feemed  juft  as  if  they  were  melting 
with  fervent  heat,  and  the  aethei  ial  vault  to  be  burning  over  us  like  the 
fierce  agitations  of  the  blaze  in  a  furnace,  Or  at  the  top  of  a  fiery  oven : 
and  the  glimmering  light  looked  as  if  it  proceeded  from  a  more  glorious 
body  behind  that  was  approaching  nearer  and  about  to  make  its  fuddea- 
appearance  to  our  eyes 

While  we  expected  and  wondered  what  would  be  the  next  altera- 
tion and  dreaded  the  confequence  ;  all  on  a  fudden  the  flaming  body 
above  us  brake  into  innumerable  fpears  of  light,  that  at  firft  darted  eve- 
ry way  and  acrofs  one  another,  but  in  a  little  while  they  conformed  to 
the  fame  point  of  motion  and  played  in  a  regular  and  aftonifhing  man- 
ner. At  firft  it  feemed  as  if  the  very  frame  of  the  world  was  a  diffolv- 
ing  :  But  afterwards  one  would  h^ve  thought  that  there  was  a  furious 
battle  of  invifible  fpirits,  that  the  powers  and  principalities  of  the  air 
had  broke  out  into  a  fierce  contention,  and  that  transforming  themfelves 
into  angels  of  light,  they  were  converted  into  feraphic  flames  and 
figures  that  are  faid  to  refemble  thqir  natures. 

Thefe  diftincl:  and  various  lights  were  in  the  fhape  of  fwords,  and 
their  feveral  bodies  did  not  appear  intirely  at  the  fame  time,  but  feemed 
to  begin  at  one  end  and  {hoot  a  prodigious  way  to  a  fharp  point  in 
a  moment,  like  one  continued  blaze  of  a  flying  fire-brand.  As  they 
continually  appeared  and  ftreamed,  fo  they  continually  vanifhed  like 
the  luicd  path  of  a  rocket,  while  others  were  inceffahtly  making  their 
appearance  in  different  places  round  about.  The  motion  of  them  ali 
was  now  pointed  upwards,,  and  reached  fome  a  greater  and  fome  a  lef- 
fer  extent :  But  none  above  more  than  from  about  eight  or  ten  degrees 
of  the  horizon  to  about  fix  or  eight  from  the  zenith.  For  the  moft  part 
they  flafhed  unequally  r  But  fometimes  they  feemed  to  begin,  (hoot  and 
blaze  all  together  and  made  the  earth  almoft  as  light  as  day.  And  then 
their  appearance  was  likeathoufand  great  fwords  or  blazing  ftars  {boot- 
ing upwards  from  all  fides  of  the  hemifphere,  but  leaving  where  their 
points  ended  a  vacant  fpace  in  the  center  of  about  ten  or  twelve  degrees 
diameter,  and  fometimes  of  a  roundiih  and  fometimes  of  various  mul- 
tangular figures,  dire6t.lv  over  our  heads.  For  there  feemed  to  be  a  re- 
markable part  of  the  heavens  above  us  which  they  all  violently  pufhed 
at,  but  could  never  enter. 

Thus  they  continued  their  exercife  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
but  decreafed  by  degrees  both  in  number,  quicknefs  and  brightnefs  till 
(they  left  the  heavens  as  they  were  before,  and  indeed  all  the  time  of 
this  amazing  appearance  almoft  as  clear  I  think  as  ever  I  faw  them.     It 
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cloud  hung  over  us :  But  we  faw  the  ftars  fhining  very  plainly  all  the 
while  in  the  intervals  of  the  fpears  and  in  the  very  places  where  thev 
were,  as  foonasever  they  vanifhed;  unlefs  when  the  brightnefs  of  the 
apparition  was  fo  exceflive  as  to  drown  tfeeir  light. 

After  the  fcene  was  over^  which  was  a  little  before  eight  o'clock, 
there  was  every  now  and  then  a  fingle  flafh  or  ftreak  or  two  of  light  as 
before  in  divers  parts  of  the  clear  firmament,  and  fome  of  thefe  retain- 
ed their  appearance  for  above  the  length  of  a  minute,  which  none  of  the 
other  did  ever  reach  near  unto  :  But  as  the  light  of  thefe  was  always 
confiderably  fainter,  fo  they  proportionably  continued  longer  before 
they  intirely  vanifhed. 

I  then  walked  with  a  gentleman  out  of  the  town,  and  went  up   on  a 
rifing  ground,  whence  we  faw  a  thick  and  lightfome  cloud  directly  in 
the  north,  and  very  near  the  horizon,  if  not  adjoining  to  it,  that  appeared 
exactly  as  if  the  full  moon  was  behind  it,  which  was  not  to  rife  till  af- 
ter midnight,  and  that  we  fuppofed  to  be  the  fource  and  mine-head  of 
all  this  furprifing  train  and  fire-work  of  nature.     Every  pow  and  then 
we  faw  beams  of  light  iffuing  from  it,  fomewhat  like,  but  brighter  than 
thofe  we  often  fee  from  the  fun  through   the  crevices  of  a  dark  and 
broken  cloud,  that  made  it  to  refemble  the  royal  artillery  of  pikes, 
fpears  and  fwords  and  other  armour  that  are  commonly  placed  under 
the  kings  picture.     And  as  the  cloud  arofe  the  ilreams  increafed  and 
flamed  towards  us,  and  we  thought  the  aerial  armies  were  going  to  rally 
and  make  another  onfet  :  But  they  retreated  again,  as  the  cloud   paf- 
fed  on  by  the  borders  of  the  horizon  to  the  weft  and  (lowly  moved  to 
a  greater  diflance  from  us. 

^  By  the  brightnefs  of  the  fiery  pillars  and  theftrange  illumination  of  the 
air  remaining,  I  came  home  a-foot  about  10  o'clock,  when  the  ground 
and  heavens  were  every  whit  I  think  as  light  as  immediately  after  fun- 
fet.  I  fat  up  and  watched  till  three  in  the  morning  when  I  could  dif- 
cern  nothing  more  of  them:  But  they  continued  very  vifible  till  be- 
tween one  and  two  ;  when  the  heavens  began  to  be  overfpread  with 
clouds,  and  the  moon  arofe,  which  put  a  gradual  end  to  this  real  and 
moft  incomprehenfible  vifion- 

Thus  have  I  given  you  a  bare,  and  I  am  pretty  fure  an  exact  hiftori-  \^ 
cal  relation  of  things  as  I  faw  them.  I  have  repeated  it  to  feveral  who  F 
were  fpechtors  with  me,  who  entirely  agree  to  my  defcription  of  the  ^ 
manner,  appearance  and  procefs  of  this  wonderful  prodigy.  I  might 
eafily  make  a  great  many  philofophical  and  moral  refle6Hons  on  the 
things  1  have  written  and  others  I  faw  :  But  for  feveral  reafons  which 
you  fee  I  have  not  room  for,  1  defire  to  be  excufed  at  prefent. 


If; 
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A  Litter  to  a  certain  Gentleman  defiring  a  particular  account  may  be 
given  of  a  wonderful  Meteor,  that  appeared  in  New  England,  on 
December  nth,  1719,2/2  the  evening. 

SIR, 

UNDERSTAND  by  a  friend  of  mine,  you  defire  my  thoughts  of 
the  late  appearance  in  the  heavens,  which  was  amazing  to  the  peo- 
ple in  many  parts  of  the  country.  I  will  therefore  endeavour  to  anfwer 
your  defire  ;  and  that  1.  By  giving  an  account  of  it  according  as  I 
5  obferved  it,  and  according  to  what  I  can  learn  from  others.  And  then, 
by  telling  you  what  may  in"  all  probability  be  looked  upon  to  be  the 
natural  caufe  thereof.  And  I  hope  (though  I  believe  I  (hall  cliffer  from 
(fome)  I  (hall  fay  nothing  that  (hall  be  inconfiftent  either  with  Divin- 
\  ity  or  Philofophy. 

I.  For  the  account  of  it,  &c.  take  in  the  following  words  : 
Dec.  11,  1719.  This  evening,  about  8  o'clock,  there  arofe  a  bright 
and  red  light  in  the  E.N.E.  like  the'  light  which  arifes  from  an  houfe 
on  fire  (as  I  am  told  by  feveral  credible  perfons  who  faw  it  when 
arofe)  which  ibon  fpread  itfelf  through  the  heavens  from  eaff.  tct 
eaching  about  43  or  44  degrees  in  height,and  was  unequally  broad  : 
r|It  ftreamed  with  white  flames  or  dreams  of  light  down  to  the  horizon 
as  moft  tell  me)  very  bright  and  ftrong.  When*  I  firfl  faw  it,  which 
was  when  it  had  extended  itfelf  over  the  horizon  from  E.  to  W.  it 
was  brightest  in  the  middle,  which  was  from  me  N.W.  amd  I  could  re- 
ferable it  to  nothing  but  the  light  of  fome  fire.  I  could  plainly  fee 
ftreams  of  light  reder  than  ordinary,  and  there  feemed  to  me  to  be  an 
undulating  motion  of  the  whole  light;  fo  thin  was  this  light,  as  that  I 
could  fee  the  ftars  very  plainly  through  it.  Below  this  ftream  or  glade 
t  light,  there  lay  in  the  horizon,  fome  thick  clouds  (which  a  few  hours 
fter.  arofe  and  covered  the  heavens)  bright  on  the  tops  or  edges.  It 
jafled  fomewhat  more  than  an  hour,  though  the  height  of  its  red  colour 
continued  but  a  few  minutes.  About  eleven  the  fame  night  the  fame 
|appearance  was  vifible  again;  but  the  clouds  hindered  its  being  fo  ac- 
curately obferved  as  I  could  wifh  for.  Its  appearance  was  now,  fome- 
what dreadful ;  fometimes  it  looked  of  a  flame,  fometimes  a  blood  red 
colour;  and  the  whole  N.  E.  horizon  was  very  light,  and  looked  as 
though  the  moon  had  been  near  her  rifing.  The  dreadful  nets  as  well  as 
ftrangenefs  of  this  appearance,  made  me  think  of  Mr.  Watts's  de- 
fcription  of  the  Day  of  Judgment  in  £ngli(h  Sapphic. 

When  the  fierce  North  Wind  with  his  airy  forces 
Rears  up  the  Baltick  to  a  foaming  fury , 

And  the  red  lightning  with  afiorm  of  hail  comes  rujhing  amain 

[down,  &c. 
And  of  thefe  lines  in  Flatman. 

When  from  the  dungeon  of  the  grave 
The  meagre  throng  themfelves  fliall  heave \ 
Shake  off  their  linen  chains,  and  gaze 
With,  wonder  when  the  world   (hall  blaze* 
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About  an  hour  or  two  before  break  of  day  the  next  morning,,  it 
was  feen  again,  as  I  am  informed;  and  thofe  who  faw  it,  fay  it  was 
then  the  moft  terrible,  1  faw  it  but  twice,  for  the  heavens  being  fo 
overcaft,  difcouraged  me  from  fitting  up  longer  than  my  ufual  time. 

This  Meteor  was  feen  in  many  places  :  To  ■  thofe  S.  irom  us,  it  ap- 
peared lower  in  the  horizon,  and  therefore  to  the  more  fouthern  places 
muft  be  wholly  invifible.  Thus  I  have  given  you  the  heft  account 
I  am  able  of  this  Meteor ;  which  though  very  unufual  here,  yet  in 
northern  countries  more  frequent,  and  feems  to  me  to  be  what  our 
modern  philofophers  call  Aurora  Borealis.  Now,  Sir,  as  for  the  next 
thing  which  is  my  thoughts  on  this  Meteor,  you  fhall  have"  them  in 
the  following  words  : 

II.  It  is  well  known  to  all  (though  but  a  little  read  in  philofophy) 
that  there  is  abundance  of  nitro-fulphureous  particles  exhaled  or  forc- 
ed out  of  the  earth  continually,  but  moft  of  all  in  fummer-days  ;  which 
is  the  reafon  why  we  have  thunder  more  then  than  in  the  winter, 
Now  for  two  or  three  days  before  this  "appearance,  we  had  hot  weather 
for  the  time  ot  year,  and  very  hot  indeed  the  day  immediately  preced- 
ing, as  hot  as  we  commonly  have  in  September,  and  the  air  was  fo 
warm,  as,  that  I  can  almoft  call  it  fultry  hot  :  Now  I  believe  there  was 
a  very  great  quantity  of  fuch  particles  exhaled  or  forced  out  of  the  , 
earth  in  this  hot  weather,  and  this  evening  were  fired  ;  which  becaufe 
iirein  fuch  inflammable  matter  moves  very  quick,  was  the  caufe  of  the 
quick  motion  of  this  light  from  the  eaft  to  the  weft,  though  not  contra- 
ry to  the  wind,  yet  acrofs  it ;  for  the  wind  was  then  north.  You  will 
now  aik  me  how  it  came  to  jpafs,  that  there  were  fuch  exhalations 
more  now  than  at  another  time.  To  which  I  anfwer,  I  believe  they 
were  occafioned  by  fome  fubterraneous  heat,*  that  there  are  fubterran- 
eous  fires  is  received  by  all  philofophers,  and  demonftrable  from  thofe 
igneous  eruptions  that  are  in  many  places  ;  which  fires  are  the  caufes 
of  dreadful  earthquakes  which  have  fometimes  occafioned  the  rife  ot 
mountains,  and  of  land  even  out  of  the  water  itfelf.t  And  even  in 
watry  countries  (now  ours  is  a  well  watered  country)  there  are  pits 
and  wells  out  of  which  arife  fuch  fulphurous  fleams,  as  that  if  you 
hold  a  candle  over  them,  they  will  immediately  flame  (much  of  the 
nature  I  fuppofe  they  are  of  fpirits  of  wiiie  camphorated)  infomuch 
that  whole  houfes  have  been  confumed  hereby.  [See  the  late  excellent 
Treatife  called,  the  Religious  Philofopher,  vol.  2.J  And  poffibly  there 
may  be  fuch  in  our  country,  which  perhaps  may  occafion  the  fudden 
alteration  of  weather  we  are  fo  fubje£t  to. 
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*  Z)r,  Wallis  afcribes  the  afccnt  of  vapours  to  fubterraneous  heats., 
Phil.Tranf.  Abr.p.  123. 

-r  See  Dr.   Hooks'.?   Difourfe  of  earthquakes,    and  Mr.   Ray's  5 
PhyJnO'Thec,  Di/iourfiu 
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To  all  this  I  add,  that,  though  in  the  fummer  time  we  have  more 
hot  weather,  and  fo  more  vapours  are  without  doubt  exhaled  ;  yet 
whenever  the  weather  is  what  we  call  fultry  hot,  we  commonly  have 
much  thunder  and  lightning,  or  a  good  deal  of  rain  ;  and  fo  the  matter 
which  occafions  fuch  Meteors,  is  confumed  in  thunder  and  lightning, 
or  is  mixed  with  the  particles  of^water,  and  fo  defcends  to  the  earth 
again  ;  and  I  am  confirmed  in  this  opinion,  in  that  (as  the  Chymifts 
fay)  from  rain  water  may  be  difliiled  a  burning  fpirit. 

Now  if  you  afk  me,  Why  this  Meteor  appeared  in  the  N.  E.  and  fa 
to  the  N.  W.  ?  1  anfwer,  The  exhalations  were  driven  there  by  the  S.  W- 
winds  the  day  before  ;  and  afcending  above,  even  to  the  upper  regions 
of  the  air,  were  not  touched  by  the  N.  W.  winds  which  blew  the  day 
preceding    the  evening  on  which  this  Meteor  appeared. 

There  remains  a  difficulty  or  two  more  yet  to  be  folved.  viz.  How 
it  came  to  be  fired  ?  And,  why  it  appeared  more  than  once  ? 

To  the  firft,  I  fay,  it  may  be  fired  by  what  the  philofophers  of  old 
called  the  Antiperiftafis  of  the  air,  i.  e.  This  inflammable  matter  meet- 
ing with  fomething  of  a  contrary  nature  to  it,  was  by  the  conteft  be- 
tween them  put  into  a  flame  ;  for  experience  fhows,  that  if  we  take  ni- 
tre, brimftone  and  quick  lime,  mix  them,  in  an  egg- (hell,  as  foon 
as  they  touch  the  water  they  will  fly  out  in  an  aclual  flame,  and  fuch 
is  the  nature  of  an  acid  and  an  alkali,  as  that  the  conteft  between  them 
will  heat  the  plate  or  veffel  in  which  you  endeavour  to  fatiate  them,  as 
I  have  feveral  times  experienced  ;  now  according  to  philofophy,  where 
there  is  heat  there  is  fire.  Or  it  it  was  not  thus,  as  has  been  already 
explained,  I  do  not  fee  why  fome  fiery  vapour  or  other  might  not  be 
driven  out  of  the  earth  or  fea,  and  fo  in  its  afcent  meet  with  and  give 
fire  to  this  combuflible  matter. 

As  to  its  appealing  more  than  once,  the  reafon  is  the  fame  as  is  given 
for  the  repetition  of  the  flaihes  of  lightning. 

As  for  the  rednefs  of  its  colour,  I  take  it  to  be  nothing  but  the  more 
thick  or  grofs  particles  that  might  be  mixed  with  thisinflammablematter: 
And  as  for  the  white  ftreams  of  light,  they  were  made  by  the  more  fine 
fpirituous  particles;  and  that  this  is.  very  probable,  may  be  argued 
from  the  quicknefs  of  their  motion,  as  well  a?  their  iifuing  down  to 
the  horizon,  oppofite  to  the  place  from  whence  the  Meteor  firft  arofe 
(as  mod  tell  me  they  did,  and  I  am  apt  from  the  nature  of  the  thing  to 
-believe  it  was  fo.) 

And  this  I  fhall  take  to  be  the  true  folution  of  this  wonderful  appear- 
ance, till  fomebody  will  give  me,  or  I  can  find,  a  better. 

As  to  prognostications  from  it,  I  utterly  abhor  and  deteft  them  all, 
and  loolc  upon  thefe  to  be  but  the  effect  oi  ignorance  and  fancy ;  for  I 
have  not  fo  learned  philofophy  or  divinity,  as  to  be  difmayed  at  the 
figns  of  heaven  ;  this  would  be  to  act  the  part  of  ark  heathen  not  of  a 
chriftian  philofopher.  See  Jer.  x,  2.  And  here  I  would  intreat  you 
to  take  me  right,  for  I  dont  mean  that  this  fight  was  not  furprifing  to 
me,  for  I  have  laid  it  was  before,  but  I  only  mean  that  no  man  fhould 
fright  fnmfelf  by  fuppofing  that  dreadful   things  will  follow,  fuch   ay 
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famine,  fword  or  ficknefs;  nor  would  I  be  underftood  to  imagine,  tha. 
there  will  not  be  fearful  fights  in  the  heavens  before  the  great  an< 
terrible  day  of  the  Lord. 

Thus,  good  Sir,  I  have,  as  well  as  I  could,  given  you  an  account  o 
that  unufual  Meteor,  together  with  my  thoughts  upon  it.  If  it  is  ac 
ceptable  to  you,  I  (hall  heartily  rejoice,  and  allow  you  to  expofe  it  a 
you  pleafe,  only  concealing  my  name  ;  hoping  what  I  have  laid  ma; 
lerve  in  fome  meafure  to  illuftrate  the  works  ol  nature,  which  all  the] 
who  have  pleafure  therein  will  inquire  into,  that  fo  they  may  be  excit 
ed  to  love,  honour,  and  adore  the  God  thereof ;  to  whom  be  glon 
for  ever.     Amen. 

E  Mufoeo  meo  15  Dec.  I  am,  Sir, 

Anno,  1719. 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 


An  Account  of  a  recent  difcovery  of  [even  Iflands  in  the  fouth  Pacify 
Ocean,  by  Joseph  In  graham,  Citizen  of  Bo/ion,  and  Commande\ 
0/  the  brigantine  Hope,  of  f&venty  Tons  burthen  ;  of.  and  from  thi 
Port,  bound  to  the  N.  W.  Coajl  of  America.  By  permtfjion  of  th 
Owners,  copied  from  the  Journal  of f aid  lngraha.ni,  and  communicatei 
to  the  Public,  by  the  Historical  Society. 

AFTER  palling  Cape  Horn,  on  the  26th  of  January,  1791,  Capt 
Ingraham  faw  the  iflands  of  St.  Ambrofe  and  Felix,  on  the  M 
6f  March — and  on  the  14th  of  April,  touched  at  Port  Madre  de  Dio, 
in  the  iiland  ol  Dominica,  one  of  the  clufter  called  the  Marquefas  \y 
ing  in  lat.  90  58'  S.  Having  procured  fuch  refrefhments  as  the  plao 
afforded,  he  failed  thence,  on  the  18th  of  April  ;  and  here  the  exuac 
from  his  Journal  begins. 

"April  19.  [a  day  ever  memorable  to  Americans.]  We  fleere< 
N.  N.  W.  from  the  ifland  of  Dominica,  and  at  4,  P.  M.  law  two  ifland. 
under  our  lee ;  one  bore  N.  W.  by  N.  from  us,  and  N.  N.  W.  diftan 
35  leagues  from  the  N.  W.  end  of  Dominica  ;  the  other  bore  W. 
11s.  This  fight  was  unexpected,  as  I  knew  we  had  feen  and  paffed  ai 
the  gioup  called  the  Marquefas.  On  this  I  examined  Capt.  Cook* 
chart  of  the  world,  his  voyages,  Quiros's  voyage,  who  was  with  tl 
Spanifli  Admiral,  that  difcovered  the  Marquefas  in  i 595,3V!.  Bougain 
ville's   account  of   circumnavigators  and  lands  difcovered  by  them,  al 

harts  arid  globes  of  modern  date  ;  but  could  find  no  account  ofba 
five  iflands  in  the  group,  called  Marquefas  de  Mendoca,  or  any  lal 
[aid  down  where  ihele  iflands  we  then  faw  were.  Of  courfe  I  ij 
rcafon  to  conclude  <>m  (elves  the  firff  difcovcrcrs.  On  which  I  named 
the  fii  ft  Washington's  ifland,  in'  honour  to  the  illuftnous   Prefi 

oi  the  United  States  ot  America.     The  other  I  called  Adams" 
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iJJand  after  the  Vice-Prefident.  At  £  o'clock  two  more  iflands  were 
1  feen,  one  of  which  was  between  Wafhington's  and  Adams's  ifland ; 
I  this  I  called  Federal  ifland.  The  other  was  a  fmall  ifland  which 
of  bore  about  S.  from  Adams's,  this  I  namedLiNCOLN's  ifland,  in  honour 
:  to  General  Lincoln.  The  fituation  of  thefe  four  iflands  is  as  follows  : 
Lattitude  S.  Longitude  W.  of  London. 
Wafhington's  8°  52 f 

Adams's  90  20' 

Lincoln's  90  24/ 

Federal  8°  55* 

All  four  may  be  feen  at  once  when  failing  towards  them  from  the  Eaft, 
I  flood  for  Wafhington's  all  night.     At  fix  the  next  morning, 

April  20.  We  were  abreaft  of  the  E.  end  of  it;  and  by  10  we 
were  under  its  N.  W.  fide.  A  canoe  in  which  were  three  men  came 
towards  us  ;  when  they  were  within  about  300  yards  of  us,  they  laid 
ftill  a  while  as  it  were  to  view  us,  frequently  calling  out  hootah,  which 
is,  land,  or,  en  JJiore,  in  the  language  of  the  Sandwich  iflands,  and  I 
judged  theirs  was  the  fame.  After  n*any  geffures  and  figns  of  friend- 
fhip,  we  prevailed  on  them  to  come  near  enough  to  receive  a  few  cents 
and  nails.  They  talked  to  us  a  great  deal  but  to  little  purpofe,  as  all 
we  underftood  was  an  invitation  to  go  afhore  ;  but  as  I  faw  no  place 
proper  to  anchor  in,  I  bore  away  more  to  the  W.  and  they  paddled  in 
fhore  again^  giving  us  a  long,  as  at  the  Marquefas.  Thefe  people  re- 
fembled  thofe  we  had.  left,  except  one  youngs  man  who  had  his  hair 
flained  white  at  the  ends,  as  is  common  at  the  Sandwich  iflands.  The 
canoe  was  curved  at  each  extremity,  both  being  alike  and  refembling 
the  flern  of  thofe  at  the  Marquefas.* 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  anchored  at  this  ifland  and  taken  pof- 
feflion ;  but  I  could  find  no  place  on  its  lee  fide  proper  for  a  veffel  to 
anchor,  unlefs  in  cafe  of  great  neceflity.  I  therefore  tailed  my  officers 
and  feamen  together,  and  acquainted  them,  that  I  had  every  ,  reafon  to 
believe  the  ifland  we  were  then  under,  and  the  three  feen  the  night  be- 
fore, were  never  feen  by  any  civilized  nation  except  ourfelves ;  there- 
to witnefs,  that  I  claimed  them  as  a  new  difcovery,  and  belonging  to 
the  United  States  of  America.  On  which  we  all  gave  three  cheers 
and  confirmed  the  name  of  Washington's  ifland.     After  this  we 

*  Thefe  are  thus  defr\led  in  another  part  of  the  journal  "  Thebot-r 
torn  of  tlieir  canoes  is  dug  out  of  a  Jingle  log  and  the  fides  are  fi.wed  on 
with  line  made  of  coco  nut  fibres.  At  the  head  andjlern  they  have  a 
fmall  piece  of  board  fixed  perpendicularly,  which  repels  the  water  and 
prevents  it  entering  the  canoe  as  /he  goes  ahead.  The  jlern  is  confider- 
ably  higher  than  the  head,  being  a  curve  terminating  in  a  point.  The 
prow  is  flat  and  horizontal,  fo  that  the  water  continually  wajhes  over  it. 
The  /ingle  canoes  have  outriggers,  the  double  ones  are  laflied  together. 
Their  jails  are  made  of  mats  in  a  triangular  form  ;  but  neither  canoes 
nor  fails  p  off efs  thai  neat  >:efs  which  marks  the  fupenor  genius  of  the* 
Sandwich  Jjlanders,"  * 


.: 
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bore  away  for  another  ifland,  which  we  faw  bearing,  W.  by  N.  diftant 
10  leagues. 

Walhington's  ifland  is  about  ten  leagues  in  circuit ;  of  a  moderate 
height,  diverfified  with  hills  and  vallies,  and  well  wooded  ;  the  whole 
having  a  vaftly  pleafant  appearance.  It  is  acceflible  for  boats  in  many 
places  ;  but,  as  I  before  obferved,  there  appeared  no  good  anchorage. 
As  to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  I  cannot  fay,  as  we  faw  only  two  ca- 
noes ;  the  one  beforementioned,  and  one,  which  by  the  help  of  a  glafs 
I  faw  two  men  launch  ;  but  they  concealed  themfelves  again  and  did 
not  venture  off  to  us.  Houfes  we  law  none;  though  no  doubt  thefe 
were  concealed,  below  the  trees,  as  at  Port  Madre  de  Dios.  Federal 
ifland  and  Adams's  ifland  appeared  about  the  fame  extent  and  height 
as  Walhington's,  from  what  1  could  judge  by  the  diftance  we  patted 

them. 

At  fix  in  the  evening  we  were  within  two  leagues  of  the  ifland  which 
we  difcovered  and  bore  away  for  at  noon.  It  was  much  higher  than 
Walhington's ;  but  appeared  about  the  fame  extent.  The  N.  E.  part 
is  much  broken  and  divided  ;  its  fummits  terminating  in  ridges  and 
peaks,  ot  a  pyramidical  form ;  the  whole  bearing  a  volcanic  appearance, 
Night  approaching,  I  could  not  examine  this  ifland  particularly,  al- 
though I  much  wifhed  to  have  done  it.  To  have  remained  for  no  oth- 
er purpofe  might  perhaps  be  deemed  inconfiftent,  by  the  gentlemen  of 
the  concern  ;  hence  I  bawled  my  wind  to  the  northward.  This  ifland 
I  named  Franklin's  ifland,  in  memory  of  Doclor  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin.  I  cannot  pretend  to  defcribe  this  ifland,  very  particularly,  for  the 
reafons  beforementioned.  It  appeared  however  well  wooded,  and  was 
inhabited  ;  for  as  foon  as  we  had  hawled  off,  the  natives  made  fires,  as 
it  were  to  entice  us  to  remain. 

The  latitude  of  Franklin's  ifland  is  8°  45/  S.  its  longitude  140°  49, 

W.     Its  centre  bears  W.  by  N.  10  leagues   from  Walhington's. 

From   this  ifland   we  fleered  N.  till  fix  o'clock  the  next  morning, 

2tpril  21,  when  we  faw  two  more  iflands  bearing  W.  N.  W.  diftanl 

8  leagues.     We  bore  down  for  them.     One  I   named  Hancock's 

ifland  is  honour  to  the  governor  ot  Maffachufetts ;  the  other  Knox'} 

i/Iand,  after  General  Knox.     I  hawled  toward  Hancock's  ifland  ;  but 

rinding  no  anchorage,    bore  away  under  Knox's.     We   paffed  feverai 

fine  bays,  in  which  was  good  fhelter  from  the  trade  wind ;  but  the  bot- 

.  torn  I  judged  was  bad,  from  the  furrounding  rocky  (bores.    One  of  the 

bays  feecied,  as  to  {belter,  convenience  ot  landing,  &c.  equal  to  Port 

Madie  de  Dois ;  but  its  fhores  indicated  a  bad  bottom.     Hence  everj 

(hip  or  vel'el  on  fuch  voyages,  that  fails  in  unknown  f'cas,  and  that  ne< 

iceflity  obliges   to  anchor  among  rocks,  would  do  well  to  be  provided 

with  a,  chain  of  25  or  30  fathom  ;   which  would  enable  them  to  anchoi 

where,  without  the  rifque  of  lofing  their  anchor  or  endangering  the 

ih:p. 

In  the  bell  hay  abovementioned,  which  I  named  Br  attle's  Zvzyi 

iw  one  houie,  on  the   brow  of  a  hill,  above  a   fine  grove  of  coco. 

I  run  trees ;  but  we  faw  no  perfon  flirring.     One  houfe  we  had  pafle^ 
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before  and  gazed  in  Vain  for  inhabitants.  O'PYEf  faid  they  were 
afraid,  as  at  Atooif  when  they  firft  faw  a  veflel.  He  faid  they  hawled 
all  their  .canoes  up  and  kept  clofe  till  a  few  feeing  the  near  approach 
of  the  veffel,had  courage  to  venture  off,  and  returned  with  beads,  trin- 
7  J;ets,  &c.  when  many,  allured  by  their  good  fortune,  launched  to  vifit 
fche  ffxangers,  biafed  by  curiofity  and  the  hope  of  gain. 

From  the  houfes  we  faw,  I  am  led   not  to  doubt  that  Knox's  ifland 

is  inhabited.     The  approach  of  night  prevented  any  further  exam.ina- 

.'  lion,  and  I  bore  away  to  the  weflward.     The  wind  came  off  the  land 

\  £n  frequent  heavy  gulls  and  fqualls,  which   rendered  it  dangerous  ply- 

1  Ing  under  it  all  night ;   befides,  under  land  in  tropical  climates  the  wind 

Generally  fhifts  in  the  night,  from  the  natural  trade  wind,  and  blows 

:"  from  the  W.  which  was,  as  we  were  fituated,  directly  on   fhore.     To 

iemain  under  fuch  a  rifque  would  therefore  have  been  imprudent. 

Knox's  ifland  is  about  6  or  7  leagues  in  circuit ;   it  appears   fertile 

12  and  pleafant  to  the  eye,  on  all  fides ;   but  more  particularly  on  the  W. 

•  and  N.  W.  fides,  which  are  well  wooded,  and  have  many  fine  groves 
of  coco-nut  trees.     Hancock's  ifland  is  about  5  leagues  in  circuit,     It 

:  ^appears  to  have  no  harbour  or  place  of  fhelter  for    mips  ;  but  is  accef- 
"  fible  in  many  places  for  boats.     €t  has  a  good  Verdure,  with  b,oth  trees 

*  and  bufhes. 

}    *  Hancock's  ifland  lies  in  lat.   8°   3' S.         Long.  141  °    14V  W.  < 
Knox's  ifland  in  8°    ^  141  °    i8v 

As  to  the  pofitions  of  thefe  feven  lflands  which  we  have  difcovered, 

3  and  given  names  to,  I  prefume  they  cannot  be  far  from  the  truth. 
Federal  ifland  which  we  faw,  fate  in  the  afternoon,  is  molt,  liable  to  a 
fmall  miftake,  as  I  had  no  opportunity  to  work  its  diflance  by  angle  ; 
yet  being  pretty  fure  of  the  fituation  of  Wafhington's  and  Adams's, 
Federal  ifland  cannot  be  miffed,  as  it  lies  between  them  ;  and  as  I  be- , 
fore  obferved,  all  may  be  feen  at  once,  coming  from  the  E. 

From  what  M.  Bougainville  fays, J  it  is  pretty  evident  thefe  iflands 
were  not  feen  by  the  Spaniards  in  1595,  when  they  difcovered  the 
Marquefas.  They  pretend  only  to  four  iflands  in  this  group,  nor  ever 
faw  any  more.  Capt.  Cook,  who  vifited  the  Marquefas  in  1774,  dif- 
covered a  fmall  round  ifland,  which  bears  about  N.  N.  E.  from  the 
E.  end   of  Dominica,  and  which  he  riamed  Hood's  ifland.     This 

t  A  native  of  one  of  the  Sandwich  iflands  who  had  been  at  New-York 
and  Boflon,  and  was  returning  home  in  the  Hope,  after  an  abjence  of 
twenty  months.  "  J  was  much  far pri fed  (fays  Capt.  Ingraha?nJ  tofnd 
that  Opye  could  not  under jiand  the  natives  of  the  Marquefas  ;  but  jlill 
more  to  fnd  he  could  converfe  but  very  indifferently  with  the  people  of 
his  own  country.  Nay,  on  our frjt  arrival,  I  could  apparently  talk  bet- 
ter with  them  than  Opye  ;  for  he,  by  blending  the  American  language 
with  his  own,  formed  a  kind  of  jargon  unintelligible  to  every  one  but 
himftlf;  but  it  joon  wore  off,  and  his  mother  tongue  became  natural.'* 

Introduction  to  the  Enghffi  edition  by  Dr.  Forster,  page  21. 
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may  be  plainly  feen  in  running  from  the  E.   and  fleering  to  fail  be- 
tween San  Pedro  and  Dominica.     Indeed  we  faw  the  four,  difcovere 
by  the  Spaniards,  all  at  one  view. 

As  I  could  not  from  the  moil  diligent  fearch  find  the  leafl  accoun 
of  thefe  Iflands,  I  conceive  there  could  be  no  impropriety  or  prefump 
tion  in  naming  them,  and  claiming  the  difcovery  as  my  own.     Should 
it  be  hereafter  proved  that  iflands  in  the  fame  fituation  have  been  {een. 
before,  I  renounce  my  claim  with  as  little  ceremony  as  I  affumed  it. 

It  feems  fromM.  Bougainville's  account  of  the  feveral  voyages  per- 
formed round  the  globe  and  the  difcoveries  made,  that  none  ever  fail- 
ed nearer  thefe  iflands  than  the  Spaniards,  who  difcovered  the  Mar- 
-quefas ;  their  next  difcovery  on  the  fame  voyage  was  the  ifland  San 
Bernardo  which  is  24  °  W.  from  which,  I  judge  they  fleered  S.  W. 
or  W.  S.  W.  from  Port  Madre  de  Dios.  Capt.  Cook,  in  1774,  fleered 
S.  W.  and  the  group  which  I  difcovered,  at  leail  the  firfl  tour  lies  N. 
W.  from  that  port.  I  fhall  now  take  my  leave  of  thefe  iflands,  Ieavj 
ingit  to  be  determined  by  future  invefligation,  who  firfl  difcovered 
them. 

April  22.  Courfe  N.  Knox's  ifland  in  fight  diflant  14  leagues* 
The  variation,  by  amplitude  was  4  °  30^  E.  Latitude  obferved  at  noon 
7°34'S. 

The  foregoing  account  is   faithfully  .extracted  from  the  journal  of- 
Capt.  Jofeph  Ingraham,  in  his  own  hand  writing,  by 

JEREMY  BELKNAP,   Correfponding  Secretary 
oi  the  Hiftorical  Society.     '' 


$T  Since  the  above  extraft  was  made,  the  College  Librarian,  Mr.li 
Harris,  has  confulted  all  the  books  of  maps  and  voyages  in  the  libra-, 
ry,  particularly  Dalrymple's  and  Cook's,  and  cannot  find  any  iflands' 
laid  down  between  the  Marquefas  and  the  Equator,  Several  other 
maps  and  voyages  have  been  fearched  ;  among  which  is  Harrison's 
new  Atlas,  printed  in  1791  ;  but  nothing  appears  from  any  of  thenJ 
to  militate  with  the  claim  of  our  citizen,  to  the  firfl  difcovery  of  thefe 
/even  iflands  ;  to  which  the  public  voice  will  in  juflice  to  him,  in  future^ 
give  the  denomination  of  In  Graham's  Iflands. 
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Ext  rati  of  a  Letter  from  N.  Tracy,  Efq.  Jan.  21,  1793,  to  a  Member 
of  the  Hiftorical  Society. 

I  ^VTOU  fay,  in  finifhing  the  life  of  Daniel  Gookins,  that  his  fami- 
X  iy  is  extinct  :  This  is  a  miftake,  he  was  my  mother's  great- 
grandfather. This  Daniel  Gookins  had  a  fon  Daniel,  who  was  or- 
dained minifter  at  Cambridge.  He  died  at  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
but  left  a  fon  Nathaniel,  who  was  afterwards  minifter  in  Hampton, 
and  was  my  mother's  father.  He  left  a  fon  Nathaniel,  who  was  a 
minifter  in  North-Hill  parifh  (Hampton,)  and  many  other  childreri, 
two  of  whom  are  now  living  in  Portland.  A  coufin  of  mine,  Capt. 
Daniel  Gookins,  ferved  in  our  army  the  laft  war,  with  a  good  reputa- 
tion. And  a  Captain's  commiffion  was  given  to  him,  when  we  were 
about  railing  a  new  army  in  1786  or  1787." 


Original  Orders  of  Gen.  Burgoyne  *<?  Col.  Baum,  with  a  brief  de* 
fcription  of  the  battle  ^Bennington.  &c. 

THE  capture  of  Baum's  detachment  in  the  year  1777,  at  Bennington, 
was  a  memorable  event,  and  led  to  the  total  overthrow  of  the  main 
army  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Burgoyne.  The 
orders  given  by  that  officer  to  Colonel  Baum,  ferve  to  exhibit,  in  a 
Striking  point  of  view,  the  folly  of  depending,  in  a  time  of  general 
political  convulfion,  upon  the  opinion  and  advice  of  the  few,  who  by 
the  rights  of  favoritifm,  have  the  ear  of  the  ruling  power. 

General  Lincoln  had  an  honourable,  aclive  and  important  fhare,  in 
the  decifive  battle  on  the  heights  of  Bemis.  He  had  the  honour  ot  (bar- 
ing in  the  fubmiffion  of  the  captured  army,  who  but  a  few  days  before 
Confidered  their  march  from  Canada  to  New- York,  as  having  no  im- 
pediments, excepting  what  fhould  arife  from  the  badnefs  of  the  roads. 
That  gentleman  having  depofited  in  the  Collection  ot  the  Maftachu- 
fetts  Hiftorical  Society,  the  original  orders  delivered,  and  figned  by 
General  Burgoyne  to  Colonel  Baum,  a  copy  is  given  to  our  readers, 
"n  the  publication  ot  this  month. 

Instructions  to  LieutenanuColonel  Baum. 

4  HT^HE  object  ot  your  expedition  is  to  try  the  affections  of  the  coun- 

X    try,  to  difconcert  the  councils  of  the  enemy,  to  mount  the  Reid- 

ffel's  dragoons,  to  complete  Peters's  corps,  and  to  obtain  large  fupplies 

f  cattle,  horfes,  and  carriages.     The  feveral  corps,  of  which  the  en- 

lofed  is  a  lift,  are  to  be  under  your  command. 

"The  troops  muft  take  no  tents,  and  ,what  little  baggage  is  carried 
by  officers,  muft  be  on  their  own  bat  horfes. 

"  You  are  to  proceed  from  Batten  Kill,  to  Aflington,  and  take  poft 
here,  till  the  detachment  of  provincials  under  the  command  of  Capto 
Sherwood,  fhall  join  you  from  the  fouthward, 

\7^r       IT  T\ 
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"  You  are  then  to  proceed  to  Manchefter,  where  you  will  again'take* 
poft,  fo  as  to  fecure  the  pafs  of  the  mountains  on  the  road,  from  Man- 
chefter to  Rockingham  ;  from  thence  you  will  detach  the  Indians,  and 
light  troops  to  the  northward,  towards  Otter  Creek.  On  their  return, 
and  alfo  receiving  intelligence  that  no  enemy  is  in  force  upon  the  Con- 
necticut river,  you  will  proceed  by  the  road  over  the  mountains  to 
Rockingham,  where  you  will  take  poll.  This  will  be  the  moft  diftant 
poll:  on  the  expedition,  and  mufl  be  proceeded  upon  with  caution,  as 
you  will  have  the  defile  of  the  mountains  behind  you,  which  might 
make  a  retreat  difficult.  You  mull  therefore  endeavour  to  be  well 
informed  of  the  force  of  the  enemy's  militia,  in  the  neighbouring  coun- 
try. Should  you  find  it  may  with  prudence  be  effected,  you  are  to  re- 
main there,  while  the  Indians,  and  light  troops  are  detached  up  the  riv- 
er, and  you  are  afterwards  to  defcend  the  river,  to  Brattlebury,  and 
from  that  place,  by  the  quicker!  march,  you  are  to  return  by  the  great 
joad  to  Albany. 

"  During  your  whole  progrefs,  your  detachments  are  to  have  orders 
to  bring  in  to  you,  all  horfes  fit  to  mount  the  dragoons, ^under  your 
command  ;  to  ferve  as  bat  horfes  to  the  troops,  together  with  as  many 
faddles  and  bridles  as  can  be  found.  The  number  of  horfes  requifite, 
befides  thofe  necefiary  for  mounting  the  regiment  of  dragoons,  ought 
to  be  thirteen  hundred.  If  you  can  bring  more  ior  the  ufe  of  the  army, 
it  will  be  fo  much  the  better.  Your  parties  are  likewife  to  bring  in 
waggons  and  other  convenient  carriages,  with  as  many  draft  oxen  as 
will  be  neceffary  to  draw  them;  and  all  cattle  fit  for  {laughter  (rnilch 
cows  excepted)  which  are  to  be  left  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabitants.  Re- 
gular receipts,  in  the  form  hereto  fubjoined,  are  to  be  given  in  all  plac-j 
es  where  any  of  the  abovementioned  articles  are  taken,  to  fuch  peribnsj 
as  have  remained  in  their  habitations,  and  otherwife  complied  with  thea 
terms  of  General  Burgoyne's  Manifefto  :  But  no  receipt  to  be  given 
to  fuch  as  are  known  to  beacling  in  the  fervice  of  the  Rebels.  As  you 
will  have  with  you  perfous  who  are  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  abil-a 
ities  of  the  country,  it  may  perhaps  be  advifeable  to  tax  the  feveral  dif-a 
trifts,  with  the  portions  of  the  feveral  articles,  and  limit  the  hours  of 
delivery;  and  mould  you  find  it  neceffary  to  move  before  the  delivery  * 
can  be  made,  boftages  of  the  moft  refpectable  people  mould  be  taken^ 
to  fecure  their  following  you  the  enfuing  day.  All  poflible  meal- ; 
ures  to  be  ufed  to  prevent  plundering.  As  it  is  probable  that  Capt.j 
vShcrwood,  who  is  already  detached  to  the  fouthward,  and  will  join  you  "j 
at  Arlington,  will  drive  a  confiderable  quantity  of  horfes  and  cattle  in  J 
to  you,  you  will  therefore  fend  in  this  cattle  to  the  army,  with  a  proper! 
detachment  from  Peters's  corps,  to  cover  them,  in  order  to  difmcumber  J 
yourfelf  ;  but  you  muft  always  keep  the  regiment  of  dragoons  com-  } 
pact.  The  dragoons  themfelves  muft  ride  and  take  care  of  the  horfes jj 
of  the  regiment.  Thofe  horfes  which  are  deflined  for  the  army  mufti 
be  tied  together  by  firings  of  ten  each,  in  order  that  one  man  may  lead  'jj 
ten  horfes.  You  will  give  the  unarmed  men  of  Peters's  corps  to  con-  j 
duct  them,  and  inhabitants  whom  you  can  trull.  You  muft  ahvavstake  i 
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your  camps  in  good  petition,  but  at  the  fame  time  where  there  is  paf- 
ture,  and  you  muft  have  a  chain  of  centinels,  around  your  horfes  and 
caitle  when  grazing.  Colonel  Skeene  will  be  with  you  as  much  as 
poflible,  in  order  to  afTift  you  with  his  advice,  to  help  you  to  diftin- 
guifh  the  good  fubjefts  from  the  bad,  to  procure  you  the  bed  intelli- 
gence of  the  enemy,  and  to  choofe  thofe  people  who  are  to  bring  me 
the  accounts  of  your  progrefs  and  fuccefs. 

"  When  you  find  it  neceffary  to  halt  for  a  day  or  two,  you  muft  al- 
ways entrench  the  camp  of  the  regiment  of  dragoons,  in  order  never  to 
rifque  an  attack  or  affront  from  the  enemy. 

"As  you  will  return  with  the  regiment  of  dragoons  mounted, you  muft 
always  have  a  detachment  of  Capt.  Frazer's  or  Peters's  corps,  in  front 
of  the  column,  and  the  fame  in  the  rear,  in  order  to  prevent  your  falling 
into  an  ambufcade  when  you  march  through  the  woods. 

"  You  will  ufe  all  poflible  means  to  make  the  country  believe,  that 
the  troops  under  your  command  are  the  advanced  corps  of  the  army, 
and  that  it  is  intended  to  pafs  the  Connecticut  on  the  road  to  Bofton. 

"  You  will  likewife  infinuate  that  the  main  army  from  Albany,  is  to 
be  joined  at  Springfield  by  a  corps  of  troops  from  Rhode-lfland.  It  is 
highly  probable,  that  the  corps  under  Mr.  Warner,  now  fuppofed  to  be 
at  Manchefter,  will  retreat  before  you,  but  mould  they,  contrary  to  ex- 
pectation, be  able  to  collet  in  great  force,  and  poft  themfelves  advan- 
jageoufly,  it  is  leit  to  your  difcretion  to  attack  them  or  not,  always 
searing  in  mind,  that  your  corps  is  too  valuable  to  let  any  confiderable 
lofs  be  hazarded  on  thisoccafion. 

"  Should  any  corps  be  moved  from  Mr.  Arnold's  main  army,  in  or- 
3er  to  intercept  your  retreat,  you  are  to  take  as  flrong  a  poft  as  the 
zountry  will  afford,  and  fend  thequickeil  intelligence  to  me,  and  you 
may  depend  on  my  making  fuch  a  movement  as  fhall  put  the  enemy 
setween  two  fires,  or  otherwife  effectually  fuftain  you. 

"  It  is  imagined  that  the  whole  of  this  expedition  may  be  effected  in 
ibout  a  fortnight,  but  every  movement  of  it  muft  depend  upon  your 
uccefs  in  obtaining  fuch  fupply  oi  provifions  as  will  enable  you  to 
ubfift  for  your  return  to  the  army  in  cafe  you  get  no  more,  and  mould 
lot  the  army  be  able  to  reach  Albany  before  your  expedition  fhall  be 
:ompleted,  I  will  find  means  to  give  you  notice  of  it,  and  give  your 
"out  another  direction. 

"  AH  perfons  afcfing  in  committees,  or  any  officers  under  the  direc- 
ions  ol  the  Congrefs,  either  civil  or  military  are  to  be  made  prifoners. 
"  I  heartily  wifti  you  fuccefs,  and  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

J.  BURGOYNE,     Lieutenant-General:* 

"  Head  Quarters,  Augujl,  §tk,  1777." 


28  Defeat  of  Colonel Baum. 

UNDER  thefe  orders  Colonel  Baum  proceeded  with  all  the  caution 
which  was  inculcated,  [until  heliad  arrived  at  Bennington.  When  he 
had  entered  the  territory  of  Vermont,  the  people  were  imprefled  with 
all  the  apprehenfions,  which  are  experienced  by  the  inhabitants  of  an 
invaded  country.  They  beheld  from  their  high  lands  the  unrefifteci 
approaches  of  an  apparently  invincible  army ;  which  feemed  to  hold 
their  lives  at  its  pleafure,  and  their  property  at  its  difpofal.  Until 
the  detachment  arrived  at  Bennington,  the  place  where  they  were 
deftined  to  be  offered  on  the  altar  of  Liberty,  they  met  with  very  little 
refiftance.  The  fupplies  which  they  gathered  were  not  very  flattering, 
and  the  aids  given  them  by  the  inhabitants  were  very  far  from  being 
encouraging.  They  were  alike  deceived  by  friends  and  enemies,  but 
the  deceptions,  equally  leading  to  their  ruin,  iffued  from  very  differ- 
ent motives  in  each  party. 

General  Schuyler  was  on  the  Hudfon  with  the  American  army, 
waiting  the  flow  approaches  of  the  main  Britifh  army,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Burgoyne,  while  his  numbers  would  by  no  means 
admit  of  his  fending  a  detachment  to  opp©fe  the  ravages  of  Baum's 
party.  But  the  people  in  New-H'ampfhire,  appeared  to  be  at  onCe? 
infpired  by  that  fpirit  of  intrepid  refolution,  which  flows  from  a  fenfe 
of  duty,  and  the  feelings  of  freemen,  whofe  rights  are  invaded.  The 
command  of  this  body  was  given  to  Brigadier-General  Stark,  in  whofe 
ikill  and  courage  they  had  full  confidence. 

This  body  was  difconne6ted  with  the  army  under  General  Schuylen 
and  his  opinion  of  them  is  well  exprefled  in  his  letter  to  Congre/}> 
which  procured  an  order  for  their  difperfing  themfelves  :  But  before 
thefe  orders  had  arrived,  Stark  and  his  fellow  volunteers  had  rendered 
themfelves  dear  to  their  country,  by  turning  the  fate  of  a  defperate  con. 
teft  in  favour  of  liberty.  As  the  happy  event  of  this  attempt,  is  (a 
well  known,  we :  will  flep  afide  and /ketch  a  brief  charaBer,  of  fhel 
hero  whofe  unfhaken  firmnefs,  fuccefsful  /kill,  and  perfonal  bravery 
did  fo  much  to  enfure  it.  r  yt 

John  Stark  had  an  early  opportunity  to  turn  his  attention  to  the 
calls  of  war.  He  was  born  in  that  part  of  New-Hampfhire  ,  wh  cb 
was  fubjeQed  to  the  invafions  of  the  Savages  *     The  fir  ft  im^rr? 

[r^T'l werethofeof  **  ^■■J^-SiWa 

l.ke  defence.  In  the  year  1752,  when  he  was  a  boy,  he  was  takS 
captive  by  the  Indians,  adopted  as  one  of  their  children and  «"  ainrf 
for  fome  time  with  them,  jciiidine^, 

In  the  wars  which  happened  before  the  reduBion  of  Quebec  1 
diftinguiflied  himfelf  as  a  brave  intrepid  Danira„  b  ?j  ,  ' ,  ' 
found  of  public  danger,  he  led  a  JS  ofl [  W,  R°"'ed  b>'  *J 
field  of  Cambridge,  in  the  year  tn        Wh„C  I  wT  "tf?  3 

on  the  north  fide"  of  CharL-rive^  «tack  Se  W  ^  ""l 
Colonel  Stark  placed  his  regiment'on  the  "ft  Jtfe "S?  * 
doubt,  and  rece.ved  the  enemy  with   hiS  ufual   cooInefSS 


re. 


He  was  born  in  Londonderry  and\ 
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Twice  they  gave  way  to  his  well  directed  mufquetry,  and  finally 
marched  up  the  river,  and  gained  the  eminence  contended  for,  by  a 
rout  where  they  did  not  meet  with  fo  forcible  an  oppofition.  He 
was  ufeful  in  the  American  army  aher  this  period,  and  was  prefent  at 
the  battle  ot  Trenton,  in  the  year  1776,  when  the  Heflians  were  cap- 
tured by  General  Wafhington. 

By  fome  new  arrangements  in  the  American  army,  Colonel  Stark 
found  it  convenient  to  retire.  He  was  a  man  of  great  plainnefs  of 
manners,  and  feverity  of  converfation.  Having  retired  to  his  place 
in  Derryfield;  like  Cincinnatus  he  tilled  his  ground,  until  the  alarm 
of  Burgoyne's  approach,  urged  him  to  lay  by  the  plow-ihare,  and  the 
runing-hook,  and  once  more  to  take  up  the  fword,  and  the  fpear. 
ow  widely  different  is  the  character  of  the  man,  who  girds  on  his 
rmour,  to  relieve  the  diftreffes  of  his  country,  to  fave  innocent  citi- 
ens  from  the  ravages  of  an  infulting  enemy,  from  that  of  the  man, 
[who  thirfting  for  conqueft,  and  fanguinary  glory,  leads  on  his  banditti, 
o  rapine  and  plunder. 

When  Colonel  Stark  had  arrived  at  the  State  of  Vermont,  his  char- 
acter at  once  collected  the  fcattered  militia,  and  infpired  the  people 
with  confidence.  His  difpofitions  were  prudent  and  cautious;  while 
wifdom  and  firmnels,  dictated  the  neceffary,  and  effective  meafures. 

The  enemy  had  to  pafs  a  defile  between  two  mountains,  while  the 
American  leader  threw  up  a  bread  work  at  the  fouthern  extreme  of 
it  ;  he  marched  two  bodies  round  to  cut  off  their  retreat.  Baum 
marched  with  his  ufual  confidence.  He  was  infured  of  fuccefs  by  the 
orders  he  poffeffed,  and  the  weight  and  prowefs  of  ReidefeFs  dragroons 
and  Peters's  corps.  He  found  from  the  noife  of  two  fmall  cannon, 
which  was  all  the  train  of  artillery  belonging  to  the  troops  who  oppofed 
him,  that  he  had  fomething  unexpectedly  ferious  in  his  front.  The 
pride  miletane,  and  the  obedience  which  Germans  always  pay  to  their 
orders,  prompted  him  to  advance.  The  violent  affault  of  Reidefels 
dragoons,  was  foon  repelled,  nor  did  the  weight  and  courage  of  Peters's 
corps  prove  efficient.  The  laft  claim  of  an  invading  enemy  is  a  re- 
treat, but  this  was  denied  him  ;  and  having  his  troops  difarmed  and  made 
prifoners,  was  his  apology  for  not  obeying  the  orders  of  his  General. 

The  bat  horfes  were  ufeful  in  bringing  the  fick  officers  to  the  place 
of  their  confinement,  where  they  obtained  in  a  peaceable  manner  the 
forage  and  provifion,  which  they  had  been  difappointed  of,  wbilil  they 
were  attempting  to  obtain  them  by  force. 

One  drum  ot  Peters's  corps  and  one  complete  fuit  of  arms  of  Reid^ 
efel's  dragoons,  were  the  trophies  prefented  by  General  Stark  to  the 
State  of  Maflachuferts ;  and  they  are  now  kept  in  the  Senate  Chamber. 
Mankind  are  in  the  purfuit  after  happinefs,  and  in  the  chace  they 
multiply  the  miferies,and  increafe  the  misfortunes  of  each  other.  He 
who  defolates  an  unoffending  country,  to  gain  laurels,  ought  to  be 
hated  and  defpifed  by  the  human  race.  But  the  true  joy,  and  well 
grounded  fatisfa&ion  of  Stark  and  his  volunteer  band,  can  be  much 
htter  conceived  than  exprefled.    As  he  rQturned  to  his  own  foil,  to  lay 
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by  the  weapons  of  war,  and  to  affume  thofe  of  hufbandry  ;  he  faw  his 
fcattered  fellow  citizens  alfo  returning  to  the  manfions  from  whence 
danger  had  expelled  them.  The  fweet  voice  of  fecurity  was  inviting 
them  home,  the  harveft  flood  in  fmiles  to  welcome  their  Tickles,  and 
kindred  hearts  were  no  longer  torn  by  a  dreadful  anxiety  for  friends 
difperfed  to  unknown  borders. 


A  Letter  from  the  Rev.  John  Hubbard,  giving  an  Account  of  the 
Town  of  NORTHFIELD. 

Nortkfield,  Sept.  1, 1792.    - 

IN  the  year  1672  the  Townfhip  was  granted  to  Meffrs.  Pinchion, 
Peirfons  and  their  affociates,  the  Indian  name,  Squaivkeague,  laid 
out  on  both  fides  of  Connecticut  river,  fix  miles  in  breadth  and  twelve 
in  length. 

In  the  year  1673  fettlers  came  on,  planted  down  near  one  to  the  oth* 
er,  built  fmall  huts,  covered  them  with  thatch,  near  their  centre  made 
one  for  public  worfhip,  and  employed  one  Elder  Janes  as  their  preach- 
er ;  alfo  ran  a  ftockade  and  fort  around  a  number^of  what  they  called, 
houfes,  to  which  they  might  repair,  in  cafe  they  were  attacked  by 
the  enemy.  Thefe  firft  fettlers  were  a  fet  of  religious  congrega- 
tional people,  emigrated  from  Northampton,  Hadley,  Hatfield,  &c. 

Probably  in  about  five  or  fix  years,  an  Indian  war  broke  out,  a  large 
army  came  Suddenly  upon  them,  killed  lome  in  their  houfes,  others  as 
they  were  coming  out  of  the  meadows  •  the  reft  of  this  diftrelfed  peo- 
ple, men,  women  and  children,  fled  to  their  fort,  unable  to  fally  out 
and  repel  the  enemy,  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs  and  no  prefent  relief  could 
be  afforded  them.  The  Indians  in  the  mean  time  kept  around  them, 
killed  their  cattle,  deftroyed  their  grain,  burnt  up  the  houfes  that  were 
without  the  fort  and  laid  all  wafte  ;  the  dead  bodies  of  their  neighbours 
were  unburied.  The  people  full  ot  fear,  left  the  Indians  would  break 
into  their  fort.  A  number  of  days  and  nights  were  they  in  this  dif- 
treffed  condition.  In  the  mean  time  one  of  their  brave  men  got  out 
ot  the  fort  in  the  night,  and  ran  to  Hadley  near  thirty  miles. 

A  certain  Captain  Bean,  with  his  company,  and  a  number  of  teams 
were  ordered  to  go  and  bring  off  the  diftreffed  people.  But  when  they 
had  got  within  two  miles  ot  the  fettlement,  were  way-laid,  killed,  and 
aknoft  all  the  company  and  the  teams  ;  the  few  that  furvived  this 
bloody  carnage,  fled  back  to  Hadley,  then  Captain  Treat  with  a  larger 
body  of  men,  and  more  teams  were  ordered  out,  and  fetched  off  the  dif- 
treffed inhabitants. 

Thus  long  did  thefe  poor  people  continue  in  fear  and  jeopardy  every. 
hour.  At  length  they  arrived  to  the  place  abovementioned.  The 
Indians  foon  returned  and  deftroyed  their  fort  and  every  thing  that  re- 
mained. All  was  now  defolate  and  wafte,  and  continued  fo  for  about 
five  or  fix  years — the  war  ending. 

In  160,5,  fettlers  came  on  again,  continued  ten  or  twelve  vears,  built 
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^  good  degree  and  introduced  mechanics,  the  fettlement  flourifhed, 
however  had  not  arrived  to  fuch  ability  as  to  fettle  a  minifter,  though 
they  began  to  hire  fome  preaching.  But  alas  !  Another  Indian  war 
breaking  out,  the  people  were  drove  within  their  forts,  which  they  had 
erected.  Government  afforded  them  fome  protection,  notwithftand- 
ing,  the  Indians  preffed  hard  upon  them,  killed  fome  and  took  others 
captive,  and  the  hearts  of  the  reft  of  the  people  were  difmayed  anddif- 
couraged,  and  in  council,  determined  it  was  beft  to  return  to  the  lower 
frowns,  this  they  did,  late  in  the  Fall  or  beginning  of  Winter,  when  the 
Indians  had  withdrawn.  sThe  next  Spring,  the  Indians  came  on,  burnt 
op  a  fecond  time,  laid  the  fettlement  wafte  :  This  brings  us  to  the  year 
1700  or  more,  a  little  before  Deerfield  was  deftroyed. 

In  the  year  1713  the  proprietors  petitioned  the  General  Court  to 
;  grant  them  a  committee,  to  afcertain  and  fix  the  boundaries  of  their 
home  lots,  meadow  lots,  &c.  The  committee  were,  the  Hon.  John  Stod- 
dard of  Northampton,  TLleazer  Porter  of  Hadley,  Henry  Dwight  of 
Hatfield,  Efors.  Settlers  came  on  very  much  together,  rebuilt  their 
mills,  houfes,  and  foon  proceeded  to  fet  up  a  houfe  for  public  worfhip, 
and  were  now  incorporated  into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Northfield,  as 
it  was  the  northernmoft  town  in  the  county  of  Hampfhire  and  colony 
of  the  Maffachufetts,  on  Connecticut  river. 

About  the  year  1718 — were  gathered  into  a  diftinct  church,  invited 
and  fettled  Mr.  Benjamin  Doolittle,  of  Wallingford,  in  Connecticut, 
jwho  continued  in  the  miniftry  about  thirty  years,  died  1748,  aged  fif- 
ty-four years  :  He  began  with  the  people  in  their  third  fettlement,  when 
not  more  than  thirty-five  families ;  lived  to  fee  them  increafe  almoft  to 
a  hundred,  and  to  a  good  degree  of  opulence  and  wealth,  though  oft 
Worried  with   diftreffing  wars,  it  being  very  much  a  frontier. 

It  was  in  Mr.  Doolittle's  day  that  the  Province  line  was  ran,  be- 
tween New-Hampfhire  and  Maffachufetts,  which  cut  off  one  third 
part  or  more,  and  is  now  Hinfdale. 

In  the  year  1750,  the  people  invited  and  fettled  Mr.  John  Hubbard, 
of  Hatfield,  who  has  continued  in  the  miniftry  more  than  forty  years. 
Wz  are  not  more  than  a  hundred  and  twenty  families  at  this  prefent 
fcime. 

The  air  is  falubrious,  and  the  foil  tolerably  fertile.  No  Indians,  nor 
any  of  their  monuments.  Northfield  is  fouthward  of  the  centre  of  the 
fettlements  on  Connecticut  river.  The  people  are  all  furniihed  with 
bibles  and  other  good  books,  in  their  houfes,  but  no  focial  library  ;  there 
hasbeenmuchtalkaboutfettingupone,  I  hope  it  may  be  effected.  Gene- 
fclly  a  grammar  and  other  good  fchools  in  town,  people  are  well  fpir- 
1  ited  towards  the  inftruction  of  their  children,  though  never  fent  forth 
many  fcholars  into  the  world. 

The  rnoft  of  the  people  purfue  hufbandry  ;  it  is  an  excellent  town- 

)  for  raifing  of  wheat  and  other,  kinds  of  grain.     It  has  a  fufficient 

number  of  tradefmen  of  all    forts.     Commerce  has  flourifhed,  and  is 

now  again  reviving.     It  has  a  number  of  good   buildings,  an  elegant 
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the  making  of  gin  ;  but  this,  I  fear,  will  be  of  no  public  utility.  That 
which  above  all  the  reft  comfortable  and  praifeworthy  is,  that  as  peo- 
ple, we  are  to  appearance*  pretty  well  united  in  faith,  worfhip,  and 
chriftian  difcipline ;  no  fettaries. 

If  this  hiftorical  account  will  be  any  way  ufeful  to  you,   it  will  give 
fatisfa&ion  to  Your  humble  fervant, 

JOHN  HUBBARD. 


Letter  from  John  Colman  Efq.  in  London  to  his  brother  the  Rev 
Dr.   Colman  of  Bofton,  giving  an  account  of  the  hearing  before 
the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council  on  the  cojnplaint  of  Gov.   Shute, 
againfi  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  Province  of  MaffachufeU 
Bay. 

Loi.Jon,  May  i$tht  1724. 
Dear  Sir, 

MY  laft  went  by  Mr.  John  Aliin,  fince  which  the  King's  Attorney 
and  Solicitor-General  have  once  heard  Mr.  Cook  in  anfwer  to  the 
memorial.  They  fat  between  three  and  four  hours,  and  are  gone  through 
three  articles;  the  firft  was  the  matter  of  the  woods, but  when  the  charge 
was  heard,  I  obferved  Mr.  Cook  did  not  pretend  to  fay,  as  he  ufed  to  do 
in  New  England,  that  the  King  had  no  right,  but  faid  that  what  they 
had  done  was  in  order  to  fecure  the  King's  right ;  but  Mr.  Cook  was  foon 
anfwered  by  Sir  Lawrance  Carter,  who  was  council  for  the  Governor, 
and  byMr.  Bcndifh,  by  producing  the  vote  of  the  AfTembly,which  faith, 
that  thofe  logs  being  cut  into  lengths  which  rendered  them  unfit  for 
his  Majefty's  ufe — the  King  had  no  right  to  them  and  accordingly 
they  ordered  them  to  be  fold  for  the  ufe  of  the  Province  and  it  was 
further  argued  that  they  were  actually  fold  to  Mr.  Plafteed  of  Pifcata- 
qua :  Mr.  Cook  had  two  eminent  counsellors,  Mr.  Reaves  and  Mr. 
Talbot,  and  two  others,  all  bright  gentlemen,  who  faid  as  much  as 
could  be  faid  in  defence  of  the  country,  and  managed  the  matter  ex- 
tremely well,  but  with  the  greateft  modefty,  it  being  a  tender  point  in 
which  the  prerogative  was  pretended  to  be  invaded  :  The  Attorney- 
General  and  Solicitor-General  feem  to  me,  to  be  but  young  men,  to 
be  advanced  to  fuch  high  ftations,  but  if"  they  are  young  in  years,  they 
are  old  in  knowledge,andIfaw,foondifcerned  where  the  matter  pinched, 
and  though  they  faid  but  little,  yet  faid  enougi^  to  fatisfy  me,  that 
their  report  will  be  on  the  fide  of  the  Governor.  The  next  article 
was,  negativing  the^Speaker;  it  was  argued  by  Mr.  Talbot  and  in  be- 
half of  the  country  that  they  had  not  denied  the  Governor's  right  in 
ihat  point,  and  endeavoured  to  prove  it,  by  faying  they  chofe  another  I 
but  the  Governor  anfwered  it  was  another  Alfembly  that  chofe  Dr* 
Clark,  and  that  the  Alfembly  who  chofe  Mr.  Cook,  fat  five  days,  and 
would  not  choofe  another,  and  then  he  diffolved  them;  and  furtherto 
prove  that  the  General  Alfembly  approved  and  juftified  what  was  done 

tif*   nrf-vrlnrf-rl  thn   rr\f>lYxcTf*   tVif  Clf*nfrrA\    A({r»mMw    ft*nt   him      ,„l.n„    1- _  L_J 
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fent  down  his  approbation  of  Dr.  Clark,  viz.  that  they  did  not  fend 
^  him  the  meflage  whom  they  had  chofe  for  his  approbation,  but  for  his 
information;   when  that   was  read,  1  cbferved   Mr.    Cook's   counfel 
;  looked  down,  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  Coloured  and  one  gentleman, 
1  remember  called  it  a  faucy  anfwer.   I  confefs,though  I  always  condem- 
ned the  Aflembly  for  choofing  Dr.  Cook,  becaufe  they  could  not  but 
forefee  it  would  be  laying  a  bone  of  contention  in   the  way   between, 
the  Governour  and  Affembly,  yet  when  they  had  chofe  him,  I  always 
juitified   their    ftanding  by  that  choice,  for  it  it  be  in  the  power  of  a 
jGovernour  to  negative  one  Ipeaker,  he  may  proceed  in  the  fame  method 
.,  %d  infinitum,  and  fo  in  effecl:  fay,  we  (hall  have  no  Aflembly,  and  over- 
"'  fet  the  conftitution  at  once  ;  this   will   go  (I  believe)  alfo  in  favour  o£ 
.  the  Governour,  for  I  find  they  are  very  tender  of  the  prerogative :  the 
"'third   article,   was  the  ordering  of  the  folemnifing  a  fall,  a  great  deal 
'  of  talk  there  was  on  this  head,   and  many  minutes  produced  to  prove 
the  Aflembly  had  moved  in  that  matter  formerly,  but  Sir  Lawrance  al- 
ledged,  that  the  prerogative  was  invaded.in  that  point  notoriouily;  for 
a  when  the  Governour  difputed  the  matter  with  the  Aflembly,  they  told 
;him,  as  appeared  by  their  votes,  that  unlefs  that  Houfe  appointed  it,  as 
"J  well  as  the  Governour  and  upper  Houfe,  the  people  were  not  ounifha- 
V^bls  by  law  it  they  broke  in  upon  the  day  by  travelling,  working,  &c. 
f  Thus  far  they  are  gone,  and  are  adjourned  to  Friday,  the  29th  inft. 
I    I  could  not  forbear  reflecting  on  the  ftate  of  my  country  ;  that  they 
<  do  not  know  their  own  happinefs  :    They  may,  if  they  pleafe,  be  the 
|uieteft,  happieft  people  under  the  fun  ;  but  they  will  deftroy  them- 
','  felves.   I  fuppofe  by  this  time  there  is  a  (hip  load  of  tar  gone,  and  next 
'"'  goes  a  load  of  turpentine,  and  then  another  of  pitch,  and  fo  on.     I  hear 
"  me  Governour  faith,  he  will  try  who  fhall  be  Governour,  he  or  Mr.Cooki 
'and  that  he  will  fee  New  England  again,  let  it  coll  what  it  will :  Nay, 
iJa  gentleman  here  told  me,  he  heard  him  fwear  it,  which  he  wondered 
*  at,  for  he  never  had  heard  him  fwear  an  oath  before  in  his  life.  He  faith, 
"'[low  he  fees  his  honour  is  concerned,  he  will  not  be  out  done  by  Mr» 
"Cook. 

My  Lord  Barrington  came  in,  in  the  midft  of  the  debates  :  As  it  hap- 
pened, the  Attorney-General  and  Solicitor- General  fat  facing  the  door, 
'  [  flood  juft  behind,  between  their  chairs  ;  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor 
]  faw  him  as  foon  as  his  head  appeared,  rofe  up  immediately,  which  fur- 
:/  srifed  me,  not  knowing  my  Lord,  to  fee  the  whole  court  ^rife  up  and 
;  Day  fuch  great  refpe£t. :  The  Attorney  motioned  to  my  Lord  to  come 
•&  to  the  table,  where  an  elbow  chair  was  in  an  inflant  brought,  and  he  fat 
iown  in  it,  the  only  eafy  chair  which  was  in  the  room  :  I  mention  this 
'-'  Dnly  to  fhew  the  difference  Dr.  Cook  finds  ;  it  would  (thought  I  at 
::  :hat  time)  better  fuit  the  Doctor's  high  fpirit  to  be  treated  with  the  re- 
:  rpe£t.  my  Lord  was,  than  to  (land  behind  his  counfellors,  making  a  lame 
'";  defence  to  the  articles  exhibited  againft  his  country,  through  his  means. 
]*  Sin'e  the  hearing,  I  happened  to  have  fome  little  talk  with  Dr. 
J  Cook  upon  the  Exchange,,  and  find  he  and  I  differ  very  much  in  our 
-•  :houghts  about  matters ;  he  thinks  all  w;H  be  well  on  the  country's 
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fide^and  I  fuppo'fe  will  write  accordingly  ;  but  I  find  nobody  elfe  o\ 
his  opinion  :  He^aid  one  thing  to  me  which  pleafed  me,  viz.  that  finc< 
Ills  coming  here,  and  feeing  how  the  government,  who  are  more  im 
mediate! v  under  the  crown  are  ufed,  he' hath  a  greater  value  for  ou 
charter  privileges  than  ever  he  had  ;  to  which  I  anfwered,  that  I  though 
our  neighbours  at  New  York,  alone  were  enough  to  convince  us  of  th< 
worth  of  our  charter,  and  that  I  was  of  opinion,  rather  than  lofe  it,  the} 
could  not  buy  it  at  too  dear  a  rate. 

Mr.  Sanderfon  did  not  appear,  with  his  brother  Agent :  I  inquirec 
the  meaning  oi  it,  and  was  anfwered,  that  the  Lords  of  Trade  bid  hire 
choofe  which  he  would  be,  viz.  their  Clerk,  or  New  England's  Agent 
for  both  he  fhould  not  be.  The  under  fecretary  to  their  Lordfhips  wa: 
there,  but  none  of  their  clerks.  I  remember,  I  have  heard  Sander 
fon  called  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  (in  New  England)  but 
fee  he  is  not  fo  much  as  under  fecretary,  only  one  of  the  clerks.  Mr 
Hollis,  Neal,  Harris,  and  others,  New  England's  friends,  fay,  that  ft. 
nally,  if  the  charter  be  faved,  it  mult  be  by  the  country's  fending  ovei 
merfengers  to  the  King,  to  folicit  therefor  in  another  manner  ;  and 
when  the  country  comes  to  be  in  temper,  and  fee  their  own  interefl. 
thefe  gentlemen  fay  they  will  take  fuch  healing  meafures  :  But  Doctor 
Cook  thinks  there  is  no  danger  of  the  charter.  I  will  endeavour  to 
be  prefent  at  next  hearing,  and  then  (hall  write  you  what  paffes. 

I  am  now,  through  the  favour  of  heaven,  at  the  fifth  day  of  June, 
and  can  inform  you,  that  yelferday,  Dr.  Cook  was  heard  afecond  time 
in  anfwer  to  the  memorial,  it  was  five  in  the  afternoon,  before,  the  So- 
licitor came,  and  theri  the  hearing  began.  But  they  went  through  but 
one  article,  viz.  About  the  adjournment  of  the  Aflembly,  to  Cam- 
bridge and  a  Mr.  Talbot  who  was  Counfel  for  the  Province,  faid 
what  he  could  injuifification  of  the  Affembly,  though  I  think  all  he  faid 
was  very  little  to  the  purpofe.  But  what  fhall  we  fay,  be  a  man's 
thoughts  never  [o  ingenious  and  bright,  he  cannot  with  all  his  rheto- 
ric, make  black  white,  a  bad  caufe  will  admit  but  of  a  poor  defence  \ 
and  [o,  Sir  Lavvrance  Carter ^nd  another  gentleman,  who  was  of  coun^ 
fel  for  the  Govei  pour,  hinted,  and  faid,  that  Mr.  Talbot,  they  humbly 
conceived,  had  faid  nothing  to  the  purpofe  :  But,  indeed,  Mr.  Dum- 
mer  told  me,  he  heard  Mr.  Talbot  tell  Dr.  Cook,  juff  before  the  hear- 
ing began,  that  the  Aflembly  had  infringed  oiuhe  prerogative  in  that 
matter,  but  he  would  make^the  beft  he  could  of  it  :  In  fhort,  I  am  fully 
of  opinion,  that  the  Governour  will  make  good  every  article  of  the 
memorial,  the  further  hearing  is  to  be  the  nth  inft.  when,  I  hope,  to 
hear^he  arguments  on  the  remaining  articles  :  Were  I  in  Dr.  Cook's 
place,  it  would  fret  me  to  fee  myfelf  fo  out  done  by  a  man,  I  had  called  fo 
many  fools  and  blockheads,  as  he  hath  called  trie  Governour  ;  I  bei 
lieve  by  this  time,  he  may  begin  to  fee  with  other  eyes  :  The  Gov- 
ernour defired  me  to  give  his  fervicc  to  you,  and  tell  you,  he  had  noth- 
ing to  write,  worth  communicating  to  you  at  prefent,  when  he  had, 
you  fliould  hear  from  him  :  He  at  all  times,  exprefles  a  great  concern, for 
the  good  people  of  New  England ;  but  faith,  he  is  driven  to  what  he  &Qtm 
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n,  jnd  fears  the  perverfe  fpirit  of  fome  among  you,  will  put  it  out  of  the 
3  power  of  him,  or  any  body  elfe,  to  ferve  you  ;  and«it  is  the  opinion 
Kpf  all  thinking  men  1  talk  with,  that  unlets  the  country  take  more 
:|j  healing  meafures,  and  very  fpeedily  too,  the  country  will  lofe  all  their 
j  privileges. 

The  Quaker's  complaint  hath  been  heard,  and  the  perfons  who  were 

'  imprifoned,  are  ordered  to  be  fet  at  liberty ;  I  hear,  that  at  the  hearing, 

a  fhe  Attorney-General    reflected  on  the  country,  very  iharply,  and  faid, 

j  that  was  not  the  only  inftance  in  which  they  had  afTumed  to  themfelves 

I  finwarrantable  powers.    I  am  really  concerned,  when  I  think  ferioufly 

on  thefe  things,  (having  children,  who  muft  in  all  likelihood,  fpend 

their  days  there)  that  through  the  illnature  and  ftubbornnefs,   of  a  few 

men,  the  country  will  lofe  fo   many  valuable  privileges,  as  no  people 

slfe,   under  the  Britifh  Crown  enjoy. 

My  fervice  to  Mr.   Belcher,  Mr.  Cooper,  and  others,   who  may 
ilk  after  me,  efpecially  to  all  relatives. 

I  am  yours,  &c. 

JOHNCOLMAN. 
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THOUGH  the  death  of  King  Charles  I.  be  not  properly  a  part 
pf  the  American  hiflory  ;  yet  as  fome  perfons  who  were  concerned  in 
,  that  event  took  refuge  in  this  country,  and  by  the  humanity  of  our 
forefathers  were  flickered  from  the  impolitic  and  malicious  profecu- 
tion  of  Charles  II.  it  becomes  the  duty  of  American  Hiftorians  to 
collecl:  and  preferve  every  circumftance  which  may  elucidate  their 
hara&ers. 

One  of  our  ableft  advocates  for  civil  and  religious  liberty  [Dr. 
Mayhew~\  in  a  difcourfe  profefledly  written  againft  "  the  faintfhip  and 
martyrdom  of  King  Charles"  has  faid  that  "  it  was  not  properly 
fpeaking  the  parliament,  but  the  army  which  put  hi.n  to  death  ;  and  it 
ought  to  be  freely  acknowledged,  that  moft  of  their  'proceedings  to 
get  this  matter  effected,  and  particularly  the  Court by  which  the  King 
was  at  laft  tried  and  condemned,  was  little  better  than  a  mere  mockery 
of  jujlice." 

The  Regicides  who  fled  to  New  £ngland  were  Whallcy,  Gojfe  and 
DixwelL  Of  thefe,  the  laft  lies  buried,  in  New-Haven  under  a  flone 
infcribed  J.D.  EfcJ.  and  fome  of  his  pofterity  are  now  living  in  Bof- 
ton,  A  propofal  has  lately  been  made*  to  erecl  a  monument  on  that 
ground  in  New-Haven,  to  the  memory  of  thefe  men.  Before  any  de- 
termination is  made  in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  it  is  proper  that  the  fub- 
jeft  fhould  be  confidered  in  every  point  of  view  ;  and  that  all  which 
can  throw  any  light  on  their  characters  and  conduct,  fliould  be  produ- 
ced. For  this  reafon  the  following  paper  lately  handed  in  to  the  Hiflor- 
ical  Society,  bearing  every  mark  of  authenticity  u  given  to  the  public, 

*  Sff  thp  American  Mufe.um.  for  November.  1702. 
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4  True  and  Humble  Reprefentation  o/*John  DowNES,£/f  touching 
the  death  of  the  late  King,  fo  far  as  he  may  be  concerned  therein, 

FINDING  myfelf  involved  by  fcveral  votes  and  orders  of  this  pre- 
lent  Parliament,  and  alfo  in  the  execution  oi  the  fame,  with  thofe 
who  plotted  and  defigned  the  late  King's  death,  and  with  others  who 
were  his  judges  ;  I  think  fnyfelf  bound,  in  duty  and  thankfulneis  unto 
God,  and  by  all  obligations  to  myfelf,  family,  pofterity,  and  relations^ 
to  fet  forth  a  true  narrative  of  all  things  concerning  myfelf,  and  all 
my  actings  in  that  fad  bufinefs  ;  and  I  {hall  not  make  lies  a  refuge, 
becaufe  I  have  hope  in  the  God  oi  truth.    1 

During  that  long  time  of  fourteen  years,  I  ferved  in  the  lafl  Par- 
liament, I  was  never  of  any  junclo  or  cabal,  indeed  I  did  ever  profefT- 
edly  decline  it;  I  never  knew  of  any  bufinefs,  (except  perhaps  by  hearl 
fay)  relating  to  thofe  fad  diffractions,  between  the  King  and  Parliament, 
untij  they  came  to  be  opened  in  the  Houie  ;  I  never  knew  of  the  in- 
tention of  bringing  the  King  to  Wefrrnifler,  till  he  was  brought ;  much 
lei*  did  I  know; that  the  end  of  his  bringing  was  to  take  away  his  life  ; 
I  never  knew  of  that  intention,  except  what  my  own  fears  might  fug- 
ged: unto  me,  until  the  Bill  was  brought  into  the  Houfeto  erecl:  a  High 
Court  of  Juftice  (as  it  was  called)  for  his  trial  ;  and  therefore  I  was.; 
much  perplexed  and  aftoniihed  when  %  was  read.  When  the  Bill  was 
committed,  I  was  not  of  the  Committee,  though  it  was  numerous,  no| 
was  I  ever  at  that.  Committee,  though  it  fat  very  publicly  in  the  Speak- 
er's lodgings  :  When  the  Committee  had  order  to  bring  in  names  fori 
Judges,  my  name  was  not  put  in  till  after  the  amendments  were  report- 
ed, and  upon  a  fecond  commitment  ;  and  then  upon  an  unhappy  oc- 
cafion,  palling  through  the  Speaker's  chambers,  when  the  Committee 
was  not  fitting,  I  faw  two  or  three  Members,  whofe  names  I  well  re- 
member, were  in  confutation  at  the  table,  and  as  I  palled  by  them, 
one  of  them  faid,  this  gentleman's  name  is  not  inferted,  and  called  to 
me,  and  laid,  Sir,  you  mult  make  one  in  this  great  bufinefs  ;  I  flatly 
gave  my  denial,  and  faid,  I  could  not  ferve  them  in  it  ;  it  was  repli- 
ed, that  with  my  good  favour,  1  muff  take  my  ihare  :  After  the  Bill 
was  paffed,  and  the  Judges  furnmoned  to  meet  in  the  Painted  Chamber, 
by  exprefs  order  of  the  Houfe,  all  were  enjoined  to  attend  :  And! 
thus,  through  weaknefs  and  fear,  I  was  enfnared. 

I  (ball  forbear  to  mention  many  paffages  betwixt  myfelf  and  other! 
members,  at  fcveral  times  when  I  met  with  them,  becaufe  I  fear  to  be 
over  tedious,  though  they  would  much  make  for  my  clearing  ;  andj 
therefore  1  do  now  humbly  come  to  relate  my  own  demeanour  tbe  laltj 
clay  the  King  appeared  at  the  Court. 

When  the  Court  was  fet,  and  the  King  brought,  the  Prefident  told) 
him,  that  he  had  been  charged  with  treafon,  perjury,  murther,  and  oth- 
er high  crimes,,  commuted  a'gainft  the  people  of  this  nation,  and  that  he 
hadrefufed  to  give  an  anfwer  to  the  charge,demurringto  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Court ;   that   he  had  been  told,  the  Court  was  fatisfied  of  their, 

n  jurifdi&ion,  and  that  he  was  not  to  be  the  Judge  of  it;  and  thafi 
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he  had  had  feveral  days  given  him  for  confideration  ;  „and  that  this  was 

he  laft  day  the  Court  would  demand  of  him,  whether  he  would  anfwer 

O  the  charge  or  not  ;    if  not,  the  Court  would  take  the  whole  charge, 

Pro  Confejfo,  and  would  proceed  to  judgment ;  or  words  to  this  effecl;. 

The  King,  with  fuch  undaunted  compofednefs  and  wifdom,  as  I  never 

beheld  in  man,  made  anfwer  to  this  effecl:  That  he  could  not  acknowl- 

dge  the  jurifditlion  of  the  Court,  he  acknowledged  they  had  power 

bnough  indeed,  but  where  is  your  authority  ?  Yet,   faid  he,  becaufe  I 

fee  you  are  ready  to  g?  ►  e  a  fentence,  and  that  fuch  a  fentence  may  foon- 

br  be  repented  of,  than  revoked  ;  and  that  the  peace  of  the  nation  may 

To  much  depend  upon  it,  I  think  fit  to  let  you  know,  that    I  defire   to 

[peak  with  my  Parliament,  for  I  have  fomething   to  offer  unto  them 

which  will  be  fatisfa&ory,  to  you  all,  and  will  be  for  the  prefent  fettle- 

ment  of  the  nation.     The  Prefident  regarded  not  thefe  gracious  ex- 

preffions,  but  told  him,  he  could  take  no  notice  of  any  thing,    he  faid, 

rave  only  to   demand    once  again,  whether  he  would  anfwer  to  his 

charge  or  not. 

Then  the  King,  not  in  paffion,  but  with  the  greateft  earneftnefs  o£ 
affection,  defired  the  Court,  that  they  would  once  more  confider  of  it  p 
for  faid  he,  you  may  live  to  repent  of  fuch  a  fentence  ;  and  therefore 
defied  they  would  withdraw  but  for  half  an  hour  ;  or,  faid  he,  if^that 
be  too  much  trouble  for  you,  I  will  withdraw,  and  paflionately  moved 
(lis  body. 

The  Prefident  was  not  affected  with  all  this,  but  commanded  the 
blerk  to  read  the  fentence  ;  God  knows  I  lie  not,  my  heart  was  ready 
to  burft  within  me  ;  and  as  it  fell  out,  fitting  on  the  feat  next  to  Crorn- 
wel,  he  perceived  fome  difcompofure  in  me,  and  turned  to  me  and  faid, 
what  ails  thee,  art  thou  mad,  canff  thou  not  fit  flill,  and  be  quiet  ?  I 
anfwered,  quiet "?  No,  Sir,  I  cannot  be  quiet;  and  then  I "prefently 
flood  up,  and  with  an  audible  voice,  faid,  My  Lord  Prefident,  I  am 
not  fatisfied  to  give  my  confent  to  this  fentence,  but  have  reafons  to 
offer  to  you  againft  it ;  and  therefore  I  defire  the  Court  may  adjourn 
|to  hear  .me.  Then  the  Prefident  flood  up  and  faid,  nay,  if  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Court  be  unfatisfied,  then  the  Court  mult  adjpurn,  and  ac- 
cordingly did  adjourn  into  the  inner  Court  of  Wards. 

When  the  Court  was  fet  there,  all  but  members,  and  fome  officers 
being  turned  out,  I  was  called  by  Cromwel  to  give  an  account,  why  I 
had  put  this  trouble  and  diflurbance  upon  the  Court  ?  I  anfwered,  and 
fo  near  as  poflibly  1  can,  after  fo  great  an  elapfe  of  time,  I  will  fet 
down  my  very  fyilabical  expreffions  :  My  Lord  Prefident,  I  fn'ould 
have  been  very  glad,  that  his  Majefly  would  have  condescended  to 
thele  ekprefiions  long  before  this  time  ;  I  fay,  I  fhould  have  been  glad 
of  it,  both  for  his  own  fake  and  for  ours  ;  but,  Sir,  to  me  they  are 
not  too  late,  but  welcome  now,  for,  Sir,  God  knows  I  defire  not  the 
King's  death,  but  his  life;  all  that  I  thirft  after,  is  the  fettlement  of 
the  nation  in  peace  :  His  Majefly  now  doth  offer  it,  and  in  order  to 
it  defires  to  foeak  with  his  Parliament ;    fhould  vot*  give  fentence  of 
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death  upon  him,  before  you  have  acquainted  the  Parliament  with  his 
offers,  in  my  humble  opinion,  your^f  afe  will  be  much  altered,  and  you 
will  do  the  greatefl  a&ion  upon  the  greateft  difadvantage  imaginable, 
and  I  know  not  how  ever  you  will  be  able  to  anfwer  it. 

Cromwel  in  fome  fcornful  wrath  flood  up  and  anfwered  r»e,  fo  near  J 
as  I  can  remember  in  thefe  words,  My  Lord  Prefident,  you  fee  what 
;hty  reafons  this  gentleman  hath  produced?  that  fhould  move  him 
ut  this  trouble  upon  you  ;  furely  this  gentleman  doth  not  know, 
he  hath  to  deal  with  the  hardeft  hearted  man  upon  the  earth,  however, 
Sir,  it  is  not  the  fmgle  opinion  of  one  peevifh  tenacious  man,  that 
mull  fway  the  Court,  or  deter  them  from  their  duty  in  fo  great  a  bufi- 
nefs;  and  I  wifh  his  conference  doth  not  tell  him,  what  ever  he  pre- 
tends of  diffatisfaclion,  that  he  only  would  fave  his  old  m after  •  there- 
fore, Sir,  I  pray  you  lofe  no  more  time,  but  return  to  the  Court  and 
do  your  duty.  , 

Not  one  foul  would  fecond  me  nor  fpeak  one  word,  yet  I  knew  di- 
vers by  name;  Sir  John  Bourcher,  Mr.  Dixwel,  Mr.  Love,   Mr. 
Waite,  and  fome  others  were  much  unfatisfied,  yet  durji  not  [peak 
but  on  the  contrary  divers  members  took  their  turns  with  me  in  pri- 
vate difcourfe  ;  Cromwel  %himfelf  whifpered  me  inj:he  ear,  and  faid, 
by  this  and  Mr.  Fries  bufmefs  he  was  fatisfied,  1  aimed  at  nothing  but 
making  a  mutiny  in  the  army,  and  cutting  of  throats ;  another  told  me" 
the  generations  to  come  would  have  caufe  to  curie  my  aclings ;  and 
another,  which  funk  deepeuVof  all,  told  me,  that  it  I  were  in  my  wits  I* 
would  never  have  done  this,  feeing  I  was  before,  as  indeed  I  wa7s  ac- 
quainted, that  the  King  to  fave  his  life,  would  make  thefe  offers,  but 
it  would  be  as  much  as  my  life  were  worth  to  make  any  dijlurbanccA 
and  befides,    faid   he,  it  is   not  in  the   power   of   man,   nor   of  this  1 
Parliament  to  fave  his    life,  for  the  whole  army  are  refohed,  that  if, 
there  bt  but  any  check  or  demur  in  giving  judgment,  they  will  immediate* 
ly  fall  upon  him  and  hew  him  to  pieces ,  and  the  Houfe  itfelf  will  not  be' 
out.  of  danger. 

To  thofe  whofe  height  would  permit  me  to  fpeak  and  make  replies, 
I  told  them,  to  me  it  was  evident,  the  Parliament  expecfed  fome  fuch 
offers  from  the  King,  why  elfe  did  they  make  that  order,  that  upon 
any  emergency  which  could  not  be  thought  of,  that  the  Court  fhould 
immediately  acquaint  the  1-fbufe  therewith  :  And  there  was  fuch  anj 
order  cn'ercd  and  to  be  ieen  in  the  books,  if  he,*  who 'in  appearance! 
ordered  all  matters,   hath  not  torn  that  order  out,  as  I  have  heard  hik 

h  done  all  the"  rejl of  the  proceedings  ;  and  inferred,  what  greater^ 
emergencies  could  be,  than  that  the  King  demurred  to  the  juriidicliom, 
ol  the  Court,  and  yet  defired  to  fpeak  with  the  Parliament,  and  offer-;. 
ed  to  do  that  which  would  be  fatisfaction  to  all,  especially  feeing,  as 
was  pretended  that  his  denying  to  do  fuch  things,  was  the  ground! 
which  forced  fuch  a  proceeding  with  him.     And  fo  without  any  morel 

*  Cromwel 
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debate  Aey  returned  to  the  Court,  and  I  left  them,  and  went  into  the 
Speaker's  chamber,  and  there  with  tears  eafed  my  heart.  The  effect 
and  fubflanre  of  this  narration  is  true,  and  fo  near  as  I  can  remember 
jthe  very  words  and  circumftances,  and  it  was  fo  notorious  and  public, 
that  I  hope  God  will  ftir  up  fome  w.orthy  perfons,  though  I  have  been 
carelefs  not  doing  the  fame  in  defign  to  atteft  the  truth  of  the  chief 
parts  hereof ;  but  for  any  thing  elfe  relating  to  that  bufmefs,  I  utterly* 
deny  and  proteft  again  ft  it,  nor  did  I  ever  give  them  one  meeting  more, 
Ibut  wholly  from  that  time  deferted  them,  though  I  was  often  fummon- 
^d  to  meet  them  in  the  Painted  Chamber ;  and  I  hope  perfons  of  fo 
great  wifdom  and  goodnefs.  will  fufTer  compaffions  to  rife  within 
fhem,  and  will  look  back  unto  thofe  times  wherein  it  was  criminal  for 
a  man  but  to  whifper  a  word  of  refpeft  to  his  Majefty  ;  and  my  very 
fubfiftence  v/as  by  an  office  upon  which  I  had  laid  out  almoft  my 
whole  eftate  ;  and  as  this  relation  (hews  I  am  but  a  weak  imprudent 
man,  yet  I  did  what  I  could,  I  did  my  beft,  I  could  do  no  more ;  I 
was  fingle,  I  was  alone*  only  I  ought  not  to  have  been  there  at  all ;  I 
acknowledge  rriyfelf  to  have  highly  offended  and  need  pardon,  and  do 
mbly  and  profeffedly  lay  hold  on  his  facred  Majefty 's  gracious  par- 
Idon  ;  and  humbly  implore  the  high  and  honourable  Parliaments  par- 
don alfo.  I  did  not  only  forbear,  but  abhorred  to  buy  one  penny- 
worth of  the  King's  goods,  or  one  foot  of  his  lands,  though' it  is  known 
I  had  as  much  or  more  opportunity  than  any  other  man,  and  perhaps 
more  temptations  to  have  allured  me  than  molt  other  men  had ;  I 
save  neither  taken  advantage  nor  grown  rich,  nor  have  had  remunera- 
tion or  allowances  for  any  Parliamentary  fervices  or  employments,  as 
many,  others  had,  though  it  is  well  known  what  burthens  have  been 
aid  upon  me  :  The  truth  of  this  will  be  found,  when  books  and  trea- 
furies  fhall  be  fearched  into;  Imay  truly  fay,  I  have  wore  out  myfelf, 
oft  my  office,  robbed  my  relations,  and  now  am  ruined  ;  and  my  eftate 
when  fearched  into,  will  not  be  found  as  perhaps  may  be  fuppofed;  I  ' 
bave  a  poor  wife  big  with  child,  and  eight  children  befides,  and  moll: 
Df  them  very  fmail,  who  already«re  forced  to  live  upon  charity,  all 
my  eftate  being  feized  on  ;  I  was  the  only  member  in  the  Houfe  that 
was  prevailed  with,  to- deliver  Mr.  Loves  wife's  petition  for  faving  of 
lis  life,  and  fo  managed  it,  that  the  Houfe  divided  upon  the  queftion, 
ind  loft  it  but  by  three  voices,  and  I  did  riot  a  little  contribute  to  the 
aving  of  the  lives  of  Mr.  Jackfon,  and  Mr.  Jenkins,  Miniiiers,  who 
vere  in  Mr.  Love's  condition  ;  I  have  not  been  cruel  to  any,  and-I  hope 
~od  will  incline  the  hearts  of  his  facred  Majefty,  and  the  High  Court 
)f  Parliament,  to  be  merciful  to  me  and  mine. 
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A  Letter  from  King  Philip  to  Govemour  Prince. 
Copied  from  the  original,  which  belongs  to  Mr.  White  of  Plymouth  ;  th 
words  are  fpelt  as  in  the  original  letter. 


KING  Philip   defire  to  let  you  underftand  that  he  could  not  comi 
to  the  Court,  for  Tom,  his  interpeter  has  a  pain  in  his  back,  tha: 
be  could  not  travil  fo  far,  and  Philip  fifter  is  very  fik. 


Philip  would  intreat  that  favor  of  you,  and  aney  or  the  majeflrats,  i: 
aney  Englifh  or  Engians  fpeak  about  aney  land,  he  preay  you  to  give 
them  no  anfewer  at  all.  This  laft  fumer  he  maid  that  promis  with  you. 
that  he  would  not  fell  no  land  in  7  years  time,  for  that  he  would  have 
no  Englifh  trouble  him  before  that  time,  he  has  not  forgot  that  you 
promis  him. 

He  will  come  a  fune  as  pofible  he  can  to  fpeak  with  you,  and  fo  I 
reft,  your  verey  loveing  friend,  Philip  dwelling  at  mount  hope  nek„  I 

To  the  much  honered 

Governer,  Mr.  Thomas  Prince, 
dewlling  at  Plimoth. 

[There  is  no  date  to  the  letter ,  it  was  probably  zoritten  about  1660  or  70." 


An  HISTORICAL   JOURNAL 


OF     THE 


AMERICAN     WAR, 


the  following  Journal  contains  a  brief  detail  of  the  principal  events 
which  occofioned  the  Revolution  in  America,  and  which  took  place 
during  the  War,  which  ended  in  its  Independence.  The  facls  were 
collected  by  a  gentleman  of  information  and  judgment,  and  it  is  hoped, 
that  our  readers  will  derive  p  leaf  are  and  improvement fromits perufaL 


INTRODUCTION. 

A  FTER  the  peace  of  1763  had  taken  place,  bstweeri  England  and 
ljL  France,  the  councils  of  Mr.  Pitt  [afterwards  Earl  of  Chatham) 
eing  rejected  ;  Lord  Bute  and  his  coadjutor  were  introduced  into  the 
Jritifh  Administration,  under  the  auipices  of  King  George  the  thirds 
V  new  fyftem  of  Colonial  Government,  was  contemplated,  and  a  plan 
or  raifing  a  revenue  in  America,  was  brought  forward,  by  George 
"J-renville,  (commonly  called  Lord  George  Grenville)  then  at  the 
lead  of  the  Britilh  Finances.  It  was  reported  to  Parliament,  and  had 
heir  approbation,  and  an  A6f.  was  parted  lor  this  purpofe,  in  176,5, 
:alled  the  "  Stamp  A£r.,"  by  which  no  inftruments  were  valid  in  law8 
iniefs  written  on  ftamped  papers,  on  which  a  duty  was  laid.  It  re- 
lieved the  royal  affent,  and  was  fent  over  to  the  Colonies  to  be  put  in 
execution  by  ftamp  officers  appointed  in  each  Colony. 

The  Colonifts  difallowed  the  right  of  Parliament  to  inipofe  taxes  up- 
>n  them  without  their  confent,  and  while  they  continued  unreprefenu 
;d  in  Parliament ;  taxation  and  representation  in  their  view  being  infep- 
rably  connected  in  the  Bntifh  Conffitution. 

To  enforce  the  operation  of  their  unconflitutional  Acls,  Parliament, 
>rdered  a  naval  and  military  force  to  rendezvous  at  Bofton,  in  Mafia- 
:hufetts  Bay.  General  Gage,  who  had  fucceeded  to  the  government 
>t  it,  detached  fome  of  the  troops  into  the  country  to  feize  provincial 
tores.  This  detachment  commenced  hoflilities  at  Lexington,  in  that 
Province,  which  afterwards  fpread  through  the  United  Colonies;  and 
flued  in  the  difmemberment  of  thirteen  of  them  from  the  Crown  of 
ireat  Britain. 
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the  rife  of  the  troubles  in  America,  and  the  commencement  of  hoftilities* 
in  the  (then  province  now)  Commonwealth  of  Maffachufrtts,  is  contain- 
ed in  a  manufcript  entitled  "  Memoirs  of"  the  revolution  of  MaiTachu- 
fetts  Bay,"  in  a  feries  of  letters  which,  on  fuitable  encouragement,  will 
probably  bepublifhed  in  a  feparate  volume.  The  occurrences,  there- 
fore, in  the  Ma/fachufetts  are  only  noted  at  their  refpeclive  dates  ir*^ 
the  following  Journal.  And  a  detail  is  here  given  of  the  principal 
events  in  the  other  States  of  the  Union, 
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THEJirft  public  oppofition  to  afts  of  Parliament  in  Bof- 
ton  was  on  this  day. 

In  the  morning  fome  pageantry  was  difcovered  to  be  fuf- 
pended  on  liberty  tree,  (fo  called)  at  the  fouth  part  of  the 
town.  A  promifcuous  multitude  affembled  at  the  clofe  of 
the  day,  cut  down  the  pageantry,  and  carried  it  through  the 
ftreets  of  the  town  ;  demolifhed  a  fmall  edifice,  and  damaged 
the  gardens  of  Andrew  Oliver,  Efq.  (then  Secretary  of  the 
Province)  who  had  accepted  the  office  of  a  Stamp  Mafter. 
The   effigies  were  then  confumed  in  a  bonfire  on  Fort  Hill. 

This  day   Parliament  repeal  the  Stamp  Aft  and  pafs  the 
Declaratory  Act  in  which  they  affert  "  They  have  a  right  to 
bind  the  Colonies  in  all  cafes  whatfoever."     The  defpotifm  March  18. 
difcovered   in  this  aft;  alarmed  all  the  Colonies,  who  after- 
wards united  for  their  common  defence. 

Parliament  paffed  an  aft  impofing  a  duty  to  be  paid  by  the 
Colonifts,  on  paper,  glafs,  painters'  colours  and  teas  imported 
into  the  Colonies. 

William  Burch  and  Henry  Hulton,  Efqrs.  two  of  the  five  Novem. 
Commillioners  of  the  Cuftoms,  arrived  at  Bofton.    They  are 
appointed  to  refide  in  the  capital  of  MafTachufetts  Bay  to  re- 
ceive and  diftribute  the  Revenue. 

The  MafTachufetts  Circular  Letter  to  the  fifler  Colonies, 
flating  their  grievances,  and  requefling  them  to  harmonize 
with  them  in  decent  and  probable  meafures  to  obtain  redrefs, 
which  gave  umbrage  to  the  Britifh  adminiftration,  bears  this 
date. 

The  Jirjl  feizure  made  by  the  Commifiioners  of  the  Cuf-  June  xo* 
toms   was  in  Bofton  ;  being  a  wine  veffel  belonging  to  John 
Hancock,  Efq.   then  an   eminent  merchant  in  the  town. 
The  circ  urn  fiances  that  attended  this  feizure  occafionedmuch 
commotion  and  diforder  for  a  fhort  time. 

Governour  Bernard  difTolved  the  MafTachufetts   General  Augufl  4, 
Court,  being  the  punifhment  Lord  Hillfuorougli  inftrufted 
him  to  inflict,  if  thev  would  not  refcind  fhe  Circular  Letter. 

The  Bofton  merchants  agree  not  to  import  any  more  Brit-  ^iffu/l 
ifh  goods  till  the  Revenue  Aft  is  repealed. 
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This  day  met  at  Bofton,  a  convention  of  delegates  frorr 
the  various  towns  in  the  Maifachufetts  Bay,  to  deliberate  on 
conftitutional  meafures  to  obtain  relief  from  their  grievan- 
ces. 

Arrived  at  Bofton,  from  Halifax,  the  14th  and  29th,  and 
part,  of  the  59th  Britifh  regiments,  efcorted  by  feven  armed 
vefTels,  defigned,  at  leaft,  to  awe  the  provincials  into  a  com- 
pliance with  acls  of  Parliament,  however  unconftkutional 
they  might  be.  Thefe  troops  were  quartered  in  the  town 
of  Bofton,  contrary  to  the  remonftrances  of  the  council,  and 
the  wifhesof  the  citizens. 

Arrived  at  Bofton,  from  Ireland,  part  of  the  64th  and  65th! 
regiments,  under  the  Colonels  Mackey  and  Pomeroy. 

The  Houfe  of  Lords,  having  in  their  refolves  cenfured 
the  proceedings  of  Bofton,  the  Town  forwarded  a  petition  to 
the  King  in  their  vindication. 

MalFachufetts  New  Affembly  met  in  Bofton,  by  precepts! 
from  Gov.  Bernard,  ten  months  after  he  had  diiTol^ed  the] 
Old  AiTembly  ;  it  being  the  annual  election  day  agreeably! 
to  their  charter. 
Auguji  1.  Sir  Francis  Bernard  is  recalled,  and  leaves  his  govern- 
ment of  Maffachufetts  Bay,  to  the  adrniniftration  of  Lieu- 
tenant Governour  Hutchinfon. 
1770.  The  time  limited  by  the  Bofton  merchants,  for  non-impor-1 

* — -y — '  tation,  having  expired  ;  they  renew  and  extend  their  non-| 
importation  agreement,  till  the  Revenue  A6h  are  repealed. 
March  z.  On  the  evening  of  this  memorable  day,  the  maffacre  in 
Bofton  was  perpetrated  in  King-ftreet  by  a  party  of  the  29th 
regiment,  then  under  the  orders  of  Captain  Thomas  Prefton  I 
live  of  the  inhabitants  were  killed  outright  and  mortally 
wounded — three  or  four  more  were  wounded.  This  caufed 
the  citizens  decently,  though  firmly  and  refolutely  to  lnfift 
on  the  troops  being  removed  from  town,  to  the  Caftle,  and: 
they  accomplifhed  it. 
ApriL  The  ufe  of  India  teas  entirely  laid  aftde  in  Bofton.     Par- 

liament had  taken  off  the  duties  on  paper,  glafs  and  painters' 
colours,  but  retained  the  duty  on  tea,  to  fupport  tjie  claims 
of  fupremacy, 
May.  This  month  died  in  England,  Dennis  de  Bcrdt,  Efq.  Maf- 

fachufetts Provincial  Agent.  He  was  fqeceeded  in  that  office, 
by  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin. 

Agreeably  to  a  vote  of  the  town   of  Boflon,  Capt.  Scott 
failed  from  thence  this  month  for  London,  with  the  cargoe 
of  goods  he  had  brought  from  thence,  contrary  to  the  non-1 
importation    agreement;    to  give  evidence  on  the  other  fide  _jj 
the  water,  of  the  fincerity  of  laid  agreement. 
Kay  30.         This  day  the  election  of  Counfellors  for  the  Province  of j 
Maffachufetts  Bav.  was  held  at  Cambridge  contormablv  toil 
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Governour  Hutchinfon's  orders,  but  contrary  to  their  Char-       1770. 
ter,  and  the  fenfe  of  the  whole  Province.     The  patriotic  par-     v_^_> 
ty   celebrated  the  day  in  Bolton.     An  ox  was  roafted  on  the 
(common,  and  given  to  the  populace. 

Lieutenant  Governour  Hutchinfon,  by  virtue  of  inftruc-  Sept.  10. 
ions,  delivered  Caflle  William,  in  Bofton  harbour,  to  Colo- 
nel Dahymple,  to  be  garrifoned  by  Britiih  troops. 

The  Earl   of  Dunmore  arrived  at  New-York,  being  ap-  Oil.  15. 
ointed  Governour  of   that  Colony.     The   Scotifh  intereil 
at  this  time,  was  great  in  England. 

The  trial  of  Captain  Thomas  Prefton,  for  the  m  a  fiacre  sOcl.  23. 
pn  the  5th  of  March  laft,  came  on,  at  the  Superior  Court  of 
Judicature,  held  in  Bofton.     He  is  brought  in,   not  guilty, 
and  difc barged. 

The  eight  foldiers,  who  were  inditled  alfo,  for  the  maffa-  Nov,  27. 
bre,  had  their  trial   begun  this  day.     It   lafted    {even  days, 
when,  two  only,  were  found  guilty  of  man-flaughter  :  Thefe 
^•ere  {lightly  branded,  and  all  of  them  liberated.     Thefe  tri- 
als were  the  fubject.  of  much  animadverfion. 

Lieutenant  Governour  Hutchinfon  receives  a  Commiffion 
io  be  Governour  and  Commander  in  chief  of  the  Province 
of  MaiTachufetts-Bay.  He  refufes  the  Provincial  falary, 
and  receives  it  out  of  the  i^merican  Revenue  Cheft,  being 
made  independent  of  the  people,  and  is  paid  by  the  Crown. 
Efleemed  by  the  people,  a  dangerous  innovation. 

Admiral    Montague    fucceeds    Commodore    Gambier  as  Augufl. 
Commander  in  chief  of  the  Naval  Armament,  at  Bofton.  ^l2* 

The  King's  armed  fchooner  Gafpee,  having  been  trouble-  * — -y — ' 
feme  to  the  trade  of  Rhode-lfland,  they  burnt  her.  June  9. 

Colonel  Dahymple  with  the  14th  regiment,  quitted  their   July  22. 
barracks  at   Caftle  William  ;   being  ordered    to  Barbadoes, 
from  thence  to  proceed  on  an   expedition  againft  the  poor 
Caraibs  at  St.  Vincents. 

The  MafTachufetts  General  Court  petition  the  King  to  1773- 
remove  Governour  Hutchinfon,  and  Lieutenant  Governour  * — -y — * 
Andrew  Oliver,  from  their  refpecitive  offices  in  the  Prov-  June  23. 
'nee. 

A  Committee  of  Correfpondence  was  chofen  in  Bofton.  Nov,  22. 
This  is  the  foundation  of  the  Union  of  the  American  States. 

On  the  evening  of  this  day,  three  cargoes  of  teas  the  prop-  Dec.  16. 
erty  of  the  Eaft-lndia  Company   in   London,   were  thrown 
into  the  docks  in  Bofton,  and  deftroyed  by  a  number  of  per- 
fons  difguifed  like  the  Indian  natives.     Neither  the  Govern- 
our nor  Commifiioners,  would  grant  liberty  to  fend  it  back. 

The  Cruifer  (loop  of  war,  Capt.  Howe,  arrived  at  Bofton  December 
his  month,  bringing  a  commifhon  under   the  Great  Seal  of 
England,  appointing  Jofeph  Wanton  of  Rhode-Ifland,  Dan- 
el  Horfemanden   Chief  Juftice  of  New-York,   Frederick 
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1 774.  Smith  Chief  Juftice  of  New-Jerfey,  Peter  Oliver  Chief  Jui 
v-  ,— >  tice  of  MalTachufetts  Bay,  and  Robert  Auchmuty  Judge  of 
Admiralty,  to  make  inquiry  into  the  affair  of  burning  the 
Gafpee  at  Rhode-Ifland.  Admiral  Montague  was  dire&ed 
to  hoift  his  flag  at  Newport,  during  the  fitting  of  the  court 
of  inquiry.  This  indicated  a  rigorous  procedure.  The* 
Commiflioners  accordingly  met  at  Newport,  made  inquiry, 
and  adjourned.  They  met  again,  and  difTolved  their  meet- 
ing. It  produced  nothing  but  expenfe. 
January.  The  petition  from  MalTachufetts  General  Court,  to  re- 
move Governour  Hutchinfon  from  the  Government  was  dif- 
miffed  by  King  and  Council,  but  he  was  notwithstanding  fu- 
perfeded  foon  after. 
May  14.  Major  General  Thomas  Gage  arrived  this  day  at  Bofton^ 
with  a  commiflion  to  be  Governour  of  faid  Province,  in  room 
of  Thomas  Hutchinfon,  Efq.  and  commander  in  chief  of  his 
Majefty's  forces  in  North  America. 

Governour  Hutchinfon  took  his  departure  for  England. 
An  act.  of  Parliament,  called  the  "  Bqflon  Port  Billy"  to: 
fhut  up  the  Port,  as  a  punifhment  for  deflroying  the  teas  in| 
December  laft,  was  under  confideration  of  the  town  at  the| 
time  of  General  Gage's  arrival ;  and  many  fpirited  refolves, 
were  paffed  at  the  town  meetings. 
June,  The  new  Governour  was  inftrucled  to  hold  the  General] 

Court  at  Salem.  They  accordingly  met  there  this  month. ; 
1  At  the  clofe  of  the  feflion,  they  chofe  five  delegates  to  meer 
fuch  as  mould  be  chofen  by  the  other  Colonies,  to  convene! 
at  Philadelphia,  and  take  into  confideration  the  alarmingf 
ftate  of  all  the  Colonies,  &c/This  was  the  bafis  of  the  Covr\ 
tinental  Congrefs. ' 

General  Gage  receives  an  a£t  of  Parliament  which  alters 
the  conftitution  of  MafTachufetts  Bay,  as  it  flood  under  the* 
charter  of  William  and  Mary. 
Augvjl  8.  Thomas  Oliver  appointed  to  fucceed  Andrew  Oliver,  Efq., 
deceafed,  as  Lieutenant  Governor  of  MalTachufetts  Bay  ;  his 
commiflion  was  read  this  day. 
Sept.  5.  The  frfi  Continental  Congrefs  convened  at   Philadelphia, 

confilling  of  delegates  from  the  twelve  United  Colonies,  viz.; 
New-Hampfhire,  MalTachufetts,  Rhode-Ifland,  Connecticut,, 
New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  South-Carolina.* 

They  palled  fundry  refolves  declaring  their  rights.  They 
agreed  on  a  joint  petition  to  King  George  III.  lor  redrefsof 
their  grievances.  They  wrote  letters  to  the  people  of  Great* 
Biitain,  "  on  the  fuhjeft  of  the  controverfy  between  them  I 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Colonies,"  and  to  the  inhabitants  ok'j 

*  Georgia  united  with  the  twelve  Colonies  afterwards. 


the  American  War*  j^j 

the  Province  of  Quebec  ;  and  formed  an  aflbciation  for  the      *775» 
jurpofes  of   non-importation,   non-confumption,  and  non-    ^— y»J 
exportation,  for  continuing  the  total  diiufe  of  India  teas,  to 
encourage  frugality,  promote  agriculture,  arts  and  manufac- 
ures,  discountenance  extravagance,  &c.  &c. 

Lord  Chatham  zealoufly  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  the  Colon-  Jan.  20. 
es :  And  in  the  moft  explicit  manner  delivered  his  fenti- 
nents  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.     He  moved  for  an  addrefs  to 
lis  Majefty,  "  To  remove  the  troops  from  Bofton,  as  necef- 
arily  preparative  to  the  reftoration  of  peace." 
f  *  I  wifh  not  my  Lords  (faid  the  noble  Earl)  to  lole  a  day 
n  this  urgent  preiling  crifis.     One  hour  now  loft  in  allaying 
he   ferment  in  America  may  produce  years  of  calamity.     I 
ontend  not  for  indulgence  but  jufiice  to  America.     I  {hall 
ver  contend  that  the  Americans  juftly  owe  obedience,  to  the 
..egiflature  "of  Great  Brirain,  in  a  limited  degree.    They  owe 
s  obedience  to  our  ordinary  trade  and  navigation,  but  let  the 
ne  be  fkil  fully  drawn  between  the  fubjecls  of  thefe  ordinan- 
es,  and  their  private  internal  property. t     Let  the  facred- 
efs  of  their  property  remain  inviolate.     Let  it  be  taxable  on- 
1  b\  their  own  confent^  given  in  their  provincial  ajfeniblies, 
Ife  it  will  ceafe  to  be  property. 
"  The  viclory  can  never  be  obtained  by  exertions.    Our 
>rce    would  be  moft  difproportionably  exerted   againft   a 
rave,  generous  and  united  people,  with  arms  in  their  hands, 
[id  courage  in  their  hearts.     Three  millions  of  people,  the 
enuine  defcendants  of  a  valiant  and  pious   anceftry,  driven, 
thofe  defertsby  the  narrow  maxims  of  fuperftitious  tyran- 
v,  cannot  be  conquered.     And  is  the  fpirit  of  tyrannous 
erfecution   never   to  be   repealed  ?  Are  the  brave  fons   of 
iofe  brave   forefathers  to   inherit  their  fufTerings,  as  they 
ave  inherited  their  virtues  ? 
'  The  Boftonians  have  been  condemned  unheard  (alluding 
the  Bojion  Port  Bill,  as  a  puni/hment  for  deftroying  the 
aft- India  Company's  Teas.)     The  indifcriminating  hand  of 
ngeance  has  lumped  together  innocent  and  guilty,  with  all 
le  formalities  of  hoflilities ;    and  reduced  to   beggary    and 
idigence,  thirty  thoufand  inhabitants. 

I*  The  glorious  fpirit  of  whigifm,  animates  three  millions  in 

merica,  who  prefer  poverty  with  liberty,   to  gilded  chains 

id  fordid  affluence  ;   and  who  will  die  in  defence  of   their 

hts  as  men,  as  free  men.     Every  motive  of  juftice,  and  of 

licy,  of  dignity  and  of  prudence,  urges  you  to  allay   the 

rment  in  America,  by  a  removal  of  your  troops  from  Bof- 

n,  by  a  repeal  of  your  A6ts  of  Parliament,  and  by  demon- 

ations  of  an  amicable  difpofition,   towards  your  Colonies. 

*  Internal  taxes  is  the  bone  of  contention. — Franklin* 
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t7fM*     On  tne  other  hand,  every  danger  and  every  hazard,  impcri 

v— •y~S    to  deter  you    from  perfeverance  in  your   prefent   rianou 

meafures.     Foreign  War  hanging  over  your  head  by  a  fingl 

thread  ;  France  and  Spain  watching  your  conduct,  and  wait 

ing  tor  the  maturity  of   your  errors,    with   a  vigilant  eye 

America,and  the  temper  of  our  Colonifts/'cSic.  &c*    In  thi 

manner  fpake  this  great,  this  honeft  Statefman,  hut  his  voic 

was  not  attended  to  :  And  they  perfevered  in  what  his  Lore 

fhip  calls,  with  great  propriety,  their  ruinous  meafures. 

March.  Lord  North's  conciliatory  plan,   fo  called,  was  received  i 

Philadelphia  this  month.     It  propofed  "  that  the  ieveral  Al 

femblies  on  the  Continent,  mould   tax  themfelves   in   luc 

proportions,  and  under  fuch  limitations  as  were  therein  ex 

prefled,  agreeable  to  a  Refolve  of  the  Houfe  of  Common! 

of  the  20th  February.     But  before  the  Alfemblies  could  met 

to    take   it  jnto  confideration,    the  Britiih  troops  had  com 

menced  hoftihties  ;    the  plan  was  to  be  laid,  by  the   fevera 

Governours  then  in   being,   before   the   Affembly  of  ea 

Coiony.     The  firft  for  this  purpofe  that  met  was  at  Philad 

phia ;  but   this  was  not  till  the  month  of  May,   which 

vented  any  good  effects   or  plans,  the  Colonial   Affemblie 

might  have  adopted,  in  confequence  of  Lord  North's  propo. 

fal.     For,  prior  to  the  meeting  of.  the  Affembly,  viz.  On 

April,  lg.       Hoflilities  were  commenced  by  a  detachment  of  the  Brit 

ifh    troops,  ordered  from  Bolton    by    Governour   Genera 

Gage,  who  having  advanced  to  Lexington,  about   12  miles 

from  the  capital,   on  feeing  a  company  of  militia   parading 

there,  fired  on   them  while  difperfing,  killed  eight  of  them 

and  wounded  many  others.  •  They  then   proceeded  to  Cor* 

cord  to  deftroy   fome  provincial  military  {fores;   but    beinf 

oppofedby  the  country  militia,  they  returned  to  Bolton  witt 

much    difficulty,  and   not  without  the   lofs    of  273   killed 

wounded  and  milling.      At   this  time   the  American   wa 

commenced,   atid  the  country  militia   inverted  the  town  a 

Boiton,  where  the  Briiiih  troops  were  quartered. 

This  month  Governour  Legge  of  Halifax  palled  an  act  tc 
prohibit  the  exportation  of  gun  powder,  arms,  ammunition 
and  fait  petre  coalt  ways,  fearing  they  might  fall  into  th« 
hands  of  the  United  Colonics. 

The  Boftonians   deliver  up  their  fire  arms  by  agreement 
with   the  Governour,  as  a  condition  of  their  removing  int£ 
the  country.     The  Governour  fails  in  fome  part  of  the  agree 
May.  ment,  to  the  injury  of  the  Boftonians. 

Boiton  now  became  the  King's  garrifon. 

*  See  Lord  Chatham's  Speech  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  printed}, 
in  the  public  neioj papers. 
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A  plan  being  adopted  by  the.  Continental  Congrefs  to       1775. 

cure  the  Canadians  to  the  Continental  intereft;  and  *  y  > 
.4iereby  defeat  a  fcheme  faid  to  be  propofed  by  the  Gover- 
•1j  our  of  Canada,  General  Carlton,  to  employ  the  Canadians 
1  nd  Indians  to  make  inroads  on  the  frontier  fettlements  of 
1  lew  England.  In  purfuance  of  the  Continental  defign, 
:c  xpeditions  into  what  is  called  the  Northern  Department, 
•'•  ere  undertaken,  under  fan£Kon  of  Congrefs. 

Upon  a  propofal  made  to  Colonel   Ethan  Allen  of  Ben-. 

1  ington,  he  raifed  the  Green  Mountain  Boys  (thofe  are  fo  cal- 
*  d  who  fettled  at  Vermont  on   the  New-Harnpfhire  grants.) 

1  He  furprifed  the  garrifon  of  Ticonderoga  and  took  it  this  May  la, 
'■'  iy,  with  a  quantity  of  cannon  arid  ftores,  without  lofs  of  a 

2  lan. 

Crown  Point  was  taken  the  fame  day  by  Colonel  Seth 
Earner. 

The  MaHachufetts  Provincial  Congrefs  renounce  General 
age  as  their  Governour,  and  difclaim  paying  obedience  to 
s  acls   or  proclamations.     H<s  jurifdiftion  riow  is  confin- 

within  the  walls  of  the  capital  only. 
The  Generals  Howe,  Burgoyne  and  Clinton,  arrive   at  May  2£, 
bfton  from  England,  to  carry  on  the  war  Great  Britain 
id  began  in  the  Colonies. 

General  Gage  ifiues  a  proclamation,  declaring  the  Mafia-  June  12* 
mfetts  Bay  to  be  in  a  ftat<*  of  Rebellion; 

Bunker  Hill  battle  was  fought  this  day  againft  the  Provin-  June  if* 
als  by  General  Howe,    with  about  three   thoufand   troops 
bm  Bofton — Charlejlown  is  burnt — General  Warren  Jlain 

the  fide  of  the  Provincials — The  Britifh  gain  the 
11,  with  the  lofs  of  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one*  killed, 
d  wounded  ;  among  which  were  eighty-five  officers  : 
hiis  was  to  the  Britifh  a  dear  bought  viclory.— -They  erect 
fortrefs  on  the  hill. 

General  George  Wafhington  arrived  this  day  at  the  Pro-  Jah  2» 
ncial  camp  in    Cambridge  ;   having    been    appointed  by 

2  unanimous  voice  of  the  Continental  Congrefs,  gener- 
ffimo  of  all  the  troops  raifed,  or  to  be  raifed  for  the  defence 
the  United  Colonies,  and  took  command  of  the  country 
litia  invefting  the  town  of  Bofton. 

*  Seven  hundred  and  forty-fix,  killed  ;  eleven  hundred  and 
iey  wounded. 
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In  CONGRESS,  July  6,  1775. 

A  DECLARATION  by  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Unit\ 
Colonies  of  North  America,  fethng  forth  the  caufes  a\ 
necejjity  of  their  taking  up  arms, 

IF  it  were  poflible  for  men  who  exercrfe  trreir  reafc 
to  believe,  that  the  divine  Author  of  our  exiftence  ii 
tended  a  part  of  the  human  race  to  hold  an  abfolute  propert 
in,  and  an  unbounded  power  over  others,  marked  out  by  t 
infinite  goodnefs  and  wifdom,  as  the  objects  of  a  legal  dor 
ination,  never  righteoufly  refiflible,  however  fevere  and  o 
prefFive  :  The  inhabitants  of  thefe  Colonies  might  at  leafl  r 
quire  from  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  fome  eviden< 
that  this  dreadful  authority  over  them  has  been  granted  ; 
that  body.  But  a  reverence  lor  our  great  Creator's  princ 
pies  of  humanity,  and  the  dictates  of  common  fenfe,  mi 
convince  all  thofe  who  reflect  upon  the  fubjecl;,  that  gover; 
merit  was  inftuuted  to  preferve  the  welfare  of  mankind,  ai 
ought  to  be  adminiftered  for  the  attainment  of  that  end. 

The  Legiflatureof  Great  Britain,  however  ftimulated  by 
inordinatepaflionfor  a  power  not  only  unjuftifiable,  but  whi< 
they  know  to  be  peculiarly  reprobated  by  the  very  Conftit 
tibn  oi  that  kingdom,  and  defperate  of  fuccefs  in,  any  mo 
ol  corAeft,  where  regard  mould  be  had  to  truth,  law  or  rigl 
have  at  length,  deferting  thefe,  attempted  to  effecl;  their  cr 
el  and  impolitic  purpofe  of  enilaving  thefe  Colonies  by  ^ 
©ience,  and  have  thereby  rendered  it  neceffary  for  us  to  clo 
with  their  laft  appeal  from,  reafon  to  arms.  Yet,  howev 
blinded  that  affembly  may  be,  by  their  intemperate  rage  f 
unlimited  domination,  fo  to  flight  juftice,  and  the  opinion  1 
mankind,  we  efteem  ourfelves  bound,  by  obligations  of  r 
fpecf.  to  the  reft  of  the  world,  to  make  known  the  juftice; 
our  caivfe. 

Oar  forefathers,  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  0!  Great  Britai 
left  their  native  land,  to  feek  on  thefe  mores,  refidence  f< 
civil  and  religious  freedom.  At  the  expenfe  of  their  blood 
at  the  hazard  of  their  fortunes  ;  without  the  leafl:  charge! 
the  country  from  whence  they  removed  ;  by  increafing  la 
hour,  and  an  unconquerable  fpirit,  they  effected  fettlemen 
in  the  diftant  and  inhofpitable  wiids  of  America,  then  fiile 
with  numerous,  and  warlike  nations  of  barbarian?.  Societi* 
or  governments  vefled  with  perfe6f  legiflatures  were  forme 
under  charters  from  the  Crown,  and  an  harmonious  inter 
coiirfe  was  eftablimed  between  the  Colonies,  and  the  king 
dom  from  which  they  derived  their  origin.  The  mutUej 
benefits  of  this  Union  became,  in  a  fhort  time,  fo  extraordil 
nary  as  to  exeite  aifonidimenf, 

,1 
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It  is  univerfally  confefTed  that  the  amazing  increafe  of  the 

^ealth,  ftrength  and  navigation  of  the  realm  arofe  from  this      \        ^ 

Source,  and  the  minifter  who  fo  wifely  and  fuccefsfully  di- 

hefted  themeafures  of  GreatBritain  in  the  late  war,  publicly 

leclared,   that  thefe    Colonies  enabled  her  to  triumph  over 

enemies.     Towards  the  conelufion  of  that  war,  it  pleafed 

'°>ur  fo^ereign  to  make  a  change  in  his  councils. 

From  ihat  fatal  moment,  the  affairs  of  the  Britifh  empire, 
%egan  to  fall  into  confufion  ;  and  gradually  Aiding  from  the 
;hummit  of  glorious  profperity  to  which  they  had  been  ad- 
vanced by  the  virtues  and  abilities  of  one  man,  are  at  length 
c<  liftracied  by  the  convulfions  that  now  make  it  to  its  deepeft 
11  oundations.  The  new  mjniftry,  finding  the  brave  foes  of 
Britain,  though  frequently  defeated,  yet  ftill  contending, 
'ook  up  the  unfortunate  idea  of  granting  them  a  hafty  peace, 
;cind  of  then  fubduing  her  faithful  friends. 

Thefe  devoted  Colonies  were  judged  to  be  in  fuch  a  ftate 
l<  is  to  prefent  victories  without  bloodfhed,   and   ali   the   eafy 
'Emoluments  of  ffatutable  plunder.     The  uninterrupted  ten- 
>r  of  their  peaceable  and  refpe£riul  behaviour  from   the  be- 
.  [inning.of  Colonization,  their  dutiful,  zealous  and  ufeful  fer.,  > 

1  'ices  during  the  war,  though  fo  recently  and  amply  acknowl- 
edged by  his  Majefty,  by  the  late  King  and  by  Parliaments, 
tould  not  fave  them  from  the  meditated  innovations. 

Parliament  was  influenced  to  adopt  the  pernicious  pro- 
ect,  and  affuming  anew  power  over  them,  have  in  the  courfe 
\{ eleven  years,  given  fuch  decifive  fpecimens  of  the  fpirit 
ind  confequences  attending  this  power,  as  to  leave  no  doubt 
;oncerning  the  effecta  of  acquiefcence  under  it.  They  have 
Undertaken  to  give  and  grant  our  money  without  our  con- 
Pent,  though  we  have  everexercifed  an  exclufive  rightftodif- 
pofe  ot  our  own  property  ;  flarutes  have  been  paded  for  ex- 
tending the  jurifdiction  of  courts-of  Admiralty  and  Vice 
Admiralty  beyond  their  ancient  limits ;  for  depriving  us  of 
he  accufiomed  and  ineftimable  privilege  of  trial  by  jury  in 
:afes  affecting  both  life  and  property ;  for  fufpending  the 
-egiflature  of  one  of  the  Colonies  ;  for  interdicting  all  com- 
nerce  to  the  capital  of  another  ;  and  for  altering  fundament- 
ilty  the  form  ot  government  eftablifhed  by  charter,  and  fe- 
:ured  by  ads  of  its  own  Legiflature,  folemnly  confirmed  by 
he  crown,  for  exempting  the  "  murderers"  of  colonifts  from 
egal  trial,  and  in  effect  from  punifhrnent;  for  erecling  In  a 
leighbouring  province  acquired  by  the  joint  arms  of  Great 
Britain  and  America,  a  defpotifm  dangerous  to  our  very  ex- 
Itence  ;  and  for  quartering  foldiers  upon  the  colonifts  in 
ime  of  profound  peace.  It  has  aifo  been  refolved  in  Par- 
iament  that  colonifts  charged  with  committing  certain  of- 
ences  fhail  be  tranlported  to  England  to  be  tried. 
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1775*  But  why  mould  we  enumerate  our  injuries  in  detail.     I 

— y*— -?    one  ftatute  it  is  .declared,   that  Parliament  can  "  of  rig 
make'  laws  to  bind  us  in  all  cafes  whatfcever."     What  is 
defend  us  againft  fo  enormous,  10   unlimited  a  power  ?  N 
a  (ingle  man  of  thofe  who  affurae  it  is  chofen  by  us,  or 
fubjeft   to  our  control  or  influence  ;  but  on  the  contrar 
they  are  all  or  them  exempt  from  the  operation  of  fuch  law 
and  an  American  revenue,  if  not  diverted  from  the  oftenfib 
purpofes  for  which  it  is  raifed,  would  actually  lighten  the 
own  burdens  as  they  increafe  ours.     We  faw  the  mifery  t 
which  fuch  defpotifm  would  reduce  us.     We,  for  ten  yearl 
inceffantly  and  ineffectually  befought  the  throne  as  fuppl 
cants.     We  reafoned,  we  remonftrated   with  Parliament  i 
the  moft  mild  and  decent  language. 

Adminiftration,  fenfible  that  we  mould  regard  thefe  op 
prefTive  meafures  as  freemen  ought  to  do,  fent  over  fleet 
and  armies  to  enforce  them.  The  indignation  of  the  Amer 
icans  was  roufed,  it  is  true  ;  but  it  was  the  indignation  0 
a  virtuous,  loyal,  and  affectionate  people.  A  Congrefs  o 
Delegates  from  the  United  Colonies,  was  aflembled  "at  Phi 
ladelphia  the  fifth  day  of  September.  We  refolved  agaii 
to  offer  our  humble  and  dutiful  petition  to  the  King,  and  al 
fo  addreffed  our  fellow  fubjefts  of  Great  Britain.  W> 
have  purfued  every  temperate,  every  refpeclful  meafure 
We  have  even  proceeded  to  break,  off  our  commercial  in 
tercourfe  with  our  fellow  fubjefts,  as  the  Utt.  peaceable  ad 
monition,  that  our  attachment  to  no  nation  upon  earth 
fhould  fupplant  our  attachment  to  liberty.  This  we  flatter- 
ed ourfelves  was  the  ultimate  ftep  of  the  controverfy.  Bu 
fubfequent  events  have  fhewn  how  vain  was  this  hope  ol 
finding  moderation  in  our  enemies. 

Several  threatening  expreflions  againft  the  Colonies  were 
inferted  in  his  Majefty's  fpeech  ;  our  petition,  though  we 
were  told  it  was  a  decent  one,  and  that  his  Majefty  had  been 
pleafed  to  receive  it  gracioufly,  and  to  promife  to  lay  it  be- 
fore his  Parliament,  was  huddled  into  both  Houfes  among  a 
bundle  of  American  papers,  and  there  neglefted.  The  Lords 
and  Commons  in  their  addrefs  in  the  month  of  February  faid, 
that  "  a  rebellion  at  that  time  actually  exifted,  within  the 
Province  of  Maffachufetts  Bay  ;  and  that  thofe  concerned 
in  it  had  been  countenanced  and  encouraged  by  unlawful 
combinations  and  engagements  entered  into  by  his  Majefty's 
fubjec~h,in  feveral  of  the  other  Colonies;  and  therefore  they 
befought  his  Majefty  that  he  would  take  the  moft  effectual 
meafures,  to  enforce  due  obedience  to  the  laws  and  authori- 
ty of  the  Supreme  Legiflature." 

Soon  after  the  commercial  intercourfe   of  whole  colonies 
With  foreign  countries  and  with  each  other,  was  cut  off  by 
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!   an  acT:  of  Parliament — by  another,  feveral  of  them  were  en-      1775. 
tirely  prohibited   from   the  fiftieries   in   the   feas   near  their    V— 1^— / 
.coaft  on  which  they  always  depended  for  their  fubfiftence  ; 
and  large  reinforcements  of  fhips  and  troops  were  immedi- 
I  ately  fent  over  to  General  Gage. 

Fruitlefs  were  all  the  entreaties,  arguments  and  eloquence 
of  an   illuftrious   band  of   the  molt  diftingufhed  Peers   and. 
Commoners,  who  nobly  and  flrenuoufly  aftertedthe  jufticeof 
our  caufe,  to  flay,  or  even  to  mitigate  the  heedlel's  fury  with 
which  thefe   accumulated  and  unexampled  outrages  were 
hurried  on.     Equally  fruitlefs  was  the  interference   of  the 
pities  of  London,  of  Briftol,  and  of  many  other  refpectablc 
towns  in  our  favour.     Parliament  adopted  an  infiduous  ma- 
noeuvre calculated  to  divide  us  ;  to  eftablifh  a  perpetual  auc- 
tion of  taxations,  where  colony  fhould  bid  againft   colony, 
all  of  them   uninformed  what  ranfom  would  redeem  their 
r;  lives,  and  thus  to  extort  from  us,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet, 
j|  the  unknown  fums  that  would  be  fufficient  to  gratify,  if  pof- 
fible  to  gratify,  minifterial  rapacity,  with  the  inconfiderable 
indulgence  left  to  us  of  raifmg,  in  our  own  mode,  the  pre- 
fcribed  tribute.     What  terms  more  rigid   and  humiliating 
[i  could  have  been  dictated  by  remorfelefs  victors  to  conquer- 
ed enemies?  In  our  circumftances  to  accept  them,  would 
ej be  to  deferve  them. 

Soon  after  the  intelligence  of  thefe  proceeding,  arrived  on 
the  continent,  General  Gage,  who  in  the  courfe  of  the  1  aft 
h  year,  had  taken  pofTeffion  of  the  town  of  Boflon  in   Maifa- 
chufetts  Bay,  and  ftill  occupied  it  as  a  garrifon,  on  the  igtk 
day  of  April,  fent  out  from  that  place  a  large  detachment  of 
ijhis  army,  who  made  an  unprovoked   aflault  on  the   inhabi- 
tants of  the  faid  province  at  the  town  of  Lexington,  as  np- 
■<t  pears  by  the  affidavits  of  a  great  number  of   perlons;   fome 
ve  of  whom  were  officers  and  foldiers  of  that  detachment,  mur- 
dered eight  of  the  inhabitants  and   wounded  many  others. 
.  From  thence  the   troops  proceeded,   in  warlike  array,  to  the 
a  town  of  Concord,  where  they  fet  upon   another  party  of  the 
k  inhabitants  of  the  fame  province,  killing  feveral  and  wound- 
ing more,  until  compelled  to  retreat  by  the  country  people, 
:t  fuddenly  alfembied  to  repel  this  cruel  aggreffion. 
1       Hoftilities,  thus    commenced  by  the  Britifh  troops,  have 
;!  been  fince   proiecuted   by  them   without  regard   to  faith  or 
reputation.     The  inhabitants  of  Bo/ion,  being  confined  with- 
i  that  town  by  the  General  their  Governour,   and  having, 
,:  n  order  to  procure  their  difmiflion,  entered  into  a  treaty  with  • 
•;.  lim,  it  was  ftipulatcd  that  the  faid  inhabitants,  having  depof- 
ted  their  arms  with  their   own  magiftrates,  fhould  have  lib— 
srty  to  depart,  taking  with  them  their  ether  effects.     They 
accordingly  delivered  up  their  arms  :  But  in  open  violation 
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1775.  of  honour,  in  defiance  of  the  obligation  of  treaties,  whicl 
*.  mfS  even  favage  nations  efteem  facred,  the  Governour  orderec 
the  arms  depofited  as  aforefaid,  that  they  might  be  prefervet 
for  their  owners,  to  be  fecured  by  abody  of  ioldiers,  detainee 
the  greateft  part  of  the  inhabitants  in  town,  and  compellec 
the  few,  who  were  permitted  to  retire,  to  leave  their  moll  val 
liable  effects  behind.  By  this  perfidy  wives  are  feparatec 
from  their  hufbands,  children  from  their  parents,  the  agec 
and  the  tick  from  their  relations  and  freinds  who  wifh  to  at- 
tend and  comfort  them,  and  thofe  who  have  been  ufed  tc 
live  in  plenty  are  reduced  to  deplorable  diftrefs. 

The  General  further  emulating  his  minifterial  matters, 
hy  a  proclamation  bearing  date  the  .12th  day  of  June,  afte. 
venting  the  grofTeft  falfhoods  and  calumnies  againft  th< 
good  people  of  thefe  colonies  proceeds  to  "  declare  them  all 
either  by  name  or  defcription,  to  be  rebels  and  traitors,  tc 
f uperfede  the  courfe  of(the  common  law  and  inftead  thereo 
to  publifh  and  order  the  ufe  and  exercife  of  the  law  marmal.' 
His  troops  have  butchered  our  countrymen,  have  wanton 
ly  burnt  Charleftown,  befides  a  considerable  number  o 
iioufes  in  other  places — our  mips  and  veffels  are  feized,  thJ 
neceifary  fupplies  of  provisions  are  intercepted,  and  he  i: 
exerting  his  utmoft  power  to  fpread  deft.ru6f.ion  and  devafta 
tion  around  him. 

We  have  received  certain  intelligence,  that  General  Carlj 
ton  the  Governour  of   Canada  is  inftigating  the  people  01 
that  Province  and  the  Indians,  to  fall  on  us :  And  we  hav<| 
but  too  much  reafon  to  apprehend  that  fchemes  have  beerj 
formed  to  excite  domeftic  enemies  againft  us.     In  fine,  m 
part  of  thefe  Colonies  now  feel,  and  ail  of  them  are  fure  01 
feeling,  as  far  as  the  vengeance  of  adminiftration  can  infli£| 
them,  the  complicated  calamities  of  fire,  fword  and  faminel 
We  are  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  choofinsf  an  uncondi-l 
tional  fubmiflion  to  the  tyranny  of  irritated  minifters,  or  re| 
fiftance  bv  force.     The  latter  is  our  choice — We  have  count 
ed  the  coll  of  this  contefl,   and  find  nothing  fo  dreadful  a; 
voluntary  flavery.     Honour,  juftice  and  humanity  forbid  u: 
tamely  to  furrender  that  freedom   which  we  received  frorr 
our  gallant  anceftors,  and  which  our  innocent  pofterity  have 
a  right  to  receive  from  us. 

We  cannot  endure  the  infamy  and  guilt  of  refigning  fuc-| 
ceeding  generations  to  that  wretchednefs  which  inevitabl) 
awaits  them  if  we  bafely  entail  hereditary  bondage  upor; 
them. 

Our  caufe  is  juft.  Our  union  is  perfecl.  Our  interna' 
refources  are  great ;  and  if  neceffary  foreign  affiftance  is  un- 
doubtedly attainable.     We  gratefully  acknowledge  as  figna 

mft'Anrci    nf  \ho    flivinp  favnnr  tnu/nrrU  n«;  •    tliat  Prmrirl^nr* 
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would  not  permit  us  to  be  called  into  this  fevere  controverfy  1775* 
until  we  were  grown  up  to  our  prefent  flrength,  had  been  *  1  ..<* 
previouflyexercifed  in  military  operations,  and  poflefled  of  the 
means  ot  defending  ourfelves  with  hearts  fortified  with  thefe 
animating  reflections.  We  moil  folemnly,  before  God  and 
the  world  declare,  that  exerting  the  utmoft  energy  of  thofe 
powers  which  our  beneficent  Creator  hath  gracioufly  bellow- 
ed upon  us  the  arms  we  have  been  by  our  enemies  compelled 
4  to  afTume,  we  will  in  defiance  of  every shazard,  with  unabat- 
"  ing  firmnefs  and  perfeverance,  employ  fcr  the  prefervation 
of  our  liberties ;  being  with  one  mind  refolved  to  die  free- 
men rather  than  to  live  flaves. 

Left  this  declaration  fliould  difquiet  the  minds  of  our 

friends  and  fellow  fubjects  in  any  part  of  the  empire,  we  af- 

il|  fure  them  we  mean  not  to  diffolve  that  union  which  has  fb- 

long  and  fo  happily  fubfifled  between  us,  and  which  we 

fincerely  wifh  to  be  reftored.     Neceffity  has  not  yet  driven 

us  into  that  defperate  rneafure,  or  induced  us  to  excite  any 

ij other  nation  to  war  againft.  them.     We  have  not  raifed  ar- 

■  mies  with  ambitious  defigns  of  feparating  from  Great  Britain, 

*\  and  eftablifliing  independent  States.     We  fight  not  for  glo- 

131  ry,  or  for  conqueff.     We  exhibit  to  mankind  the  remarka- 

*  ble  fpeclacle  ot  a  people  attacked  by  unprovoked  enemies, 
without   an    imputation    or   even   a   fufpicion   of  offence, 

*  They  boaft  of  their  privileges  and  civilization,  and  yet  prof- 
01  fer  no  milder  conditions  than  fervitude  or  death. 

In  our  own  native  land,  in  defence  of  the  freedom  that  is 
>  our  birth-right,  and  which  we  ever  enjoyed  till  the  late  vio- 
lations of  it,  for  the  protection  of  our  property  acquired  fole- 
\y  by  the  honeft  induftry  of  our  forefathers  and  ourfelves,, 
againfl  violence  actually  offered.  We  have  taken  up  arms. 
We  {hall  lay  them  down  when  hoflilities  {hall  ceafe  on  the 
part  of  the  aggreflbrs,  and  all  danger  of  their  being  renew- 
ed (hall  be  removed,  and  not  before. 

With  an  humble  confidence  in  the  mercies  of  the  fupreme 
and  impartial  Judge  and  Ruler  of  the  univerfe,  we  mofl 
devoutly  implore  his  divine  goodnefs  to  protect  us  happily 
through  this  great  conflict — to  difpofe  our  adverfaries  to  re- 
conciliation on  reafonable  terms,  and  thereby  to  relieve  the 
empire  from  the  calamities  ot  civil  war. 

By  recommendation  of  the  Continental  Congrefs,  this  Jujy  2CU 
day  was  obferved  as  a  public  jajl,  throughout  the  United 
*|  Colonies ;  being  the  fir  ft  general  or  continental  fall  ever 
kept  on  one  and  the  fame  day,  fince  the  Colonies  were  fet- 
tled— they  were  now  all  in  a  like  predicament,  and  alike 
needed  the  direction  and  affiftance  ot  heaven. 

Early  in  the  fall,  the  (mall  army  in   "he  northern  depart- 
A  mem,  under  Gen,  Schuyler  and  Montgomery,  were  ordered 
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1775°     *T  Congrefs  to  advance  into   Canada,     Col.  Ethan  Allen; 
wly— ^     with  Major  Brown,  were  difpatched  through  the  wood  to  in- 
form the  Canadians,  that  their  defign  was  only   againlf.   the 
Engliih  garrifon,  and  not  the  country,  their  religion  or  lib- 
erties, 

AuguJL  Paper  bills  are  now  iflued,  and  become  the  currency  of 

the  United  Colonies.  Congrefs  having  voted,  "  Thatafuni 
..not  exceeding  one  million  of  Spaniih  milled  dollars,  be  emit- 
ted by  them  in  bills  of  credit,  for  the  defence  ot  America  ; 
tha.  the  twelve  *  confederated  Colonies  be  pledged  for  their 
redemption  ;  the  number  and  denominations  of  the  bills  to 
be  as  forlows,  viz.  49000  bills  each  from  one  dollar  to  eight 
do'l^ars.  1 1800  of  twenty  dollars  each.  They  further  re- 
fbjved,  that  one  million  of  dollars  in  bills  of  thirty  dollars 
each  be  alfo  emitted.  Each  Colony  to  provide  ways  and 
means  to  fink  its  proportion  of  the  bills,  and  that  the  fever- 
al  Colonies  and  Provincial  AfTemblies  levy  taxes  on  their  re- 
fpeftive  Colonies  for  the  purpole  of  (inking  the  continent- 
al bill. 

Gold  and  filver  now  difappeared,  and  paper  bills  only  cir- 
culated. Congrefs  hath  given  us  the  fituation  of  the  Colo- 
nies with  refpeft  to  money  at  this  period,  they  fay  "  we  had 
very  little  money  of  our  own  to  raife,  pay,  and  fupporf  an 
army — we  were  without  regular  governments  to  levy  and 
collect  taxes — we  could  borrow  none  of  any  nation  in  the 
world — We  had  no  other  refource  but  the  natural  value  and: 
worth  of  our  fertile  country.  On  the  credit  of  this  Bank, 
bills  were  emitted,  and  the  faith  of  the  continent  pledged  for 
their  redemption." 

Sept.  General  Gage  embarked  for  England — and  the  command 

ot  the  Britiih  troops  in  America  devolved  upon  Sir  William 
Howe. 

Sept.   i8.       ^ort  Chamblee,  in  the  northern  department,  furrendered 
to  Major  Brown. 

Ocl.  y  Saturday  evening  the  Rofe,   Glafgow  and  Swan  Man  of 

W ar  with  feveral  armed  tenders  and  transports,  in  all  about 
thirteen  fail,  arrived  in  Brifiol  harbour  from  Newport,  and 
formed  a  line  before  the  town.  A  barge  was  foon  fent  on 
fhore,  requiring  four  magistrates  or  principal  men  to  repair 
on  board  the  Rofe.  The  inhabitants  did  not  think  proper  to 
comply  with  this  requifition,  but  offered  to  treat  with  any 
perfon  who  might  be  fent  on  or  near  the  fhore,  promifing 
that  no  irifult  mould  be  offered  them,  and  requeuing  that  the 
matter  might  be  put  off  till  the  next  morning.  This  anfwer 
was  returned,  and  in  lefs  than  an  hour  a  heavy  cannonading, 
began  from  the  mips  and  tenders.  The  inhabitants,  not  be- 
ing appreheniive  of  fuch   fudden  and  unprovoked  crueky, 
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were  thrown  into  much  confufion.  The  night  was  dark  and  1775. 
rainy.  Upwardsof  fixty  perfons  lay  languishing  on  beds  of  fick- 
hc[si  who  were  removed  into  the  ftreets ;  and  with  the  wom- 
en and  children  formed  'd  fcene  that  can  be  more  eafily  im- 
agined than  defcribed.  Such  of  them  as  had  ftrength  efcap~ 
ed,  while  others  were  conveyed  to  places  of  fafety  in  car- 
riages. The  firing  continued  above  an  hour  j  during  which: 
time  more  than  120  cannon  and  fumecarcafTes  were  difcharg- 
ed  againii  the  town,  and  a  lender  which  lay  near  the  bridge 
at  the  north  end,  kept  up  a  conusant  fire  upon  the  people  that 
were  going  out.  One  of  the  inhabitants  after  hailing  the 
.Men  of  War  was  taken  on  board,  and  on  inquiring  the  rea- 
Ifon  of  fuch  hoi'tile  proceedings,  was  informed,  that  Captain 
'Wallace  demanded  of  the  town  of  Briftol  100  fheep  and  50 
'head  of  cattle,  but  con fented  finally  to  be  faasfred  with  40 
flieep  only;  upon  the  delivery  oi  which  he  promifed  to  de- 
,fift  from  all  further  hoftilities  againii  them  ;  but  if  the  inhab- 
itants refufed  to  comply,  he  would  lay  the  town  in  allies. 
The  demand  was  laid  before  the  committee  of  infpeclion  ; 
who  considering  the  raging  ficknefs,  and  other  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  the  town,  ordered  40  flieep  to  be  delivered  ; 
which  was  accordingly  done.  Wallace  alter  wards  difpatch- 
ed  a  barge,  and  plundered  them  of  hogs,  poultry,  butter, 
'rheefe,  Sec.  The  church,  meeting-houie,  court-houfe,  and. 
everal  dwellings  and  out-houfes  at  Briftol,  were  damaged, 
ball  entered  Mr.  Finney's  diftil-houfe,  and  let  out  two 
logfheads  of  rum  ;  but,  providentially,  during  the  whole  of 
his  brutal  tran  faction,  none  of  the  inhabitants  were  killed  or 
vounded. 

About  3  o'clock  on  Sunday,  the  fleet  left  Briftol  harbour* 
tnd  lay  forne  time  between  Popofquafh  and  Hog  Ifland.  At 
he  laft  mentioned  place,  they  landed  and  cut  up  a  quantity 
f  corn.  On  Monday  morning,  as  the  fleet  was  attemping  to 
afs  by  Briftol  ferry,  the  Role  and  a  Tender  run  aground  bra 
he  Weft  Mufcle-bed,  Rhode-Ifland  fide,  and  were  frpna 
hence  fired  on  by  a  number  of  minute  men.  The  fhips  and 
enders  fired  on  each  fide,  and  feveral  balls  went  through  the 
erry  houfe  at  Briftol. 

In  the  afternoon  the  Rofe  and  Tender  floated,  and  proceed- 
d  with  the  others  down  the  rrver.  On  Tuefday  they  took. 
rom  Hope  and  Rofe  ifland  20  or  30  rams,  and  fired  a  num~ 
er  of  {hot  at  Connecticut  ferry  and  other  places  on  the  riv- 
r.     Wednefday  the  fleet  icturned  to  Newport. 

In  a  few  hours  after  the  filing  began  at  Bnftol  a  .'arge  body 
f  minute  men  and  militia,  wtiie  collected  there  from  the 
eighbouring  towns* 

See  the  Providence  Gazette,  printed  by  John  Carter ,  Sa« 
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T775*  ^°  ^e  foregoing  account  is  fubjoined  the  following:' 

^— l^-J  "  The  Rev.  John  Burt,  minifter  of  the  Congregationa 
church  at  Briftoi,  was  found  dead  in  a  field  near  his  houfe  01 
Sunday  morning,  which  he  had  left  the  evening  before,  "foot 
after  the  Men  of  War  began  to  fire  on  the  town.  He  wa 
far  advanced  in  years,  had  been  unwell  fome  days  before,  an< 
it  is  fuppofed  died  in  a  fit.  He  was  a  gentleman  of  exemplar 
piety,  eminent  in  his  pofeflion,  of  a  truly  benevolent  difpo 
fition,  and  a  warm  aifertor  of  the  liberties  of  his  country." 
OB.  16.  Falmouth,  in  Cafeo-bay,  Maffachufetts,  was  burnt  by  Cap 

tain  Mowatt,  under  the  orders  of  Admiral  S.  Greaves  at  Bo: 
ton. 

v  The  chief  command  of  the  Continental  forces  in  the  north- 

ern  department  was  given   to  Major  General   Montgomery 

and 

£iTov,  2,  lie  invefled  St.  John's,  and  took  it 

Colonel  Ethan  Allen,  being  fenf  a  fecond  time  to  recon 
noitre  that  country,  f e*ll  into  the  hands  of  the  Britilh  on  h 
attempt  with  Colonel  Brown  to  reduce  Montreal.  A  Fpy:(« 
he  relates)  difcovered  to  the  enemy  the  weaknefs  of  his  part) 
and  being  attacked  by  about  £00  Regulars,  Canadians,  an 
Indians,  he  became  a  prifoner  to  Colonel  Prefcott,  who  or. 
dered  him  on  board  a  frigate,  and  to  be  loaded  with  iron 
Sec, 

Montreal  was  foon  after  taken  by   General  Montgomery 
with  the  Governour,   Prefcotu 

The  fecond  petition  of  Congrefs  was  committed  to  the  car 
of  his  Excellency    Richard'  Penn,   Efq.    of  the  proprietar 
government  of  Pennfylvania,  then  leaving  his  governmer 
for  England.     On  the  motion  of  Lords  Richmond  and  She! 
burne,  it  was  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords  the  feventh  c 
this  -month,   November.     Governour  Penn   was   examine! 
before  them  refpecling  the  ffate  and  difpofition  of  the  Colon 
ies,  who  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  "that  the  majority  of  ther 
were  not  for  independency  ;"  the  wi flies  of  Congrefs  expreil 
ed  in  their  firft  petition,    were   only   for  peace,,  liberty  an 
.faiety,.     "  We  with  not  (fay  the  petitioners)  a  diminution  c 
the   prerogative,   nor  do  we  folicit  die  grants   of  any  nexie 
rights.      We  prefent  this   petition  only  for  redrefs  of  grievj  ( 
ances  and  relief  from  fears  and  jealousies  occafioned  by  tbj 
fvflcm  of  ilatutes  and  regulations  adopted  (fince  the  clofe  a 
the  late  war,  1763)  for  raifing  a  revenue  in  America— -extendj  |, 
ing  the  power  of  courts  of  Vice  Admiralty — trying  perfor^ 
in    Great   Britain  for  offences  alledg'ed  to  be    committed  i\  ^ 
America  ;   afTecVmg  the  Province  of  Maffachufetts  Bay  ;  ai 
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government  there  and  extending  the  limits^of  Quel 
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Oreat  Britain  and  the  Colonies  fo  necefTary  for  the  happi- 
nefs  of  both,  and  fo  ardently  defired  by  the  latter,  and  ufual 
intercourfe  will  be  immediately  refiored. 

The  petition  concludes  in  the  moil  humble  and  loyal  terms 
— but  no  redrefs  could  be  obtained  whilft  they  controverted 
the  ailumed  right  of  Parliament  to  bind  them  in  all  cafes 
whatfoever." 

About  this  time  Colonel  Benedict  Arnold  arrived  at  Point     Nov.  U. 

■  Levi,  in  Canada,  with  a  party  or  about  900  men  out  of  1200, 
the  number  deftined  by  General  Wafhmgton  to  ferve  in  that 

;f  quarter. 

They  went  from  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  and  embarked  at 
Kennebeck  with  defign  to  proceed  through  the  country  to 
Canada;  but  the  fatigue  being  great,  and  not  a  fuffic-iency  of 
provifion  for  the  whole  detachment,  300  ot  them  had  leave 
to  return.  Thofe  who  -proceeded  endured  great  hard-Gup, 
having  travelled  through  a  large  extent  of  country,  reprefent- 
ed  as  having  never  been  before  trodden  by  any  foot  but  that 
of  Indians  and  wild  beafts,  at  a  rigorous  feafon  of  the  year, 
where  they  endured  all  the  miferies  of  cold  and  hunger. 
The  French  Canadians  received  them  with  great  cheerfulnefs, 

i(Jand  fupplied  them, 

The  Governour  of  Canada  having  information  of  their  ar- 
rival, and  expecting  an  attack  on  the  capital  from  the  aug- 
mented force  of  General  Montgomory,  he  obtained  the  af- 
jfurances  of  the  merchants  of  Quebec,  the  militia  officers  and 
mailers  of  the  fhips  there,  that  they  would  affift  ia  defending 
'the  city.  He  ordered  the  gates  to  be  (hut  and 'necefTary  pre- 
parations to  be  made  to  repel  the  force  that  might  be  employ- 
ed again  ft  them — it  turned  out  as  the  Governour  expected, 
and  the  capital  was  attacked* 

On  the  evening  of  this  day,,  an  unfuccefsful  attempt  was      Dec,  3s. 
made  to  gain  porTefhon  of  Quebec. 

General  ^Montgomery's  defign  was  to  carry  the  town  by 
efcalade.  While  he  was  waiting  the  opportunity  of  a  (now 
Q:orm  to  carry  Ijis  defign  into  execution,  feveral  of  his  men 
ieferted  to  the  enemy,  who  difcovered  his  plan,  andoccafion- 
2d  him  to  alter  it ;  (which,  but  for  the  intelligence  the  defert- 
E0  had  given,  might  perhaps  have  proved  fuccefsful.)  The 
General,  at  the  head  of  the  New-York  troops,  advanced  a.. 
^ainft  the  lower  town  ;  but  being  obliged  to  take  a  circuit, 
me  fignal  for  an  attack  was  given,  and  the  garrifon  alarmed 
pefore  he  reached  the  place.  However,  he  palled  the  firft 
parrier,  and  was  juft  going  to  attempt  the  fecond,  when  by 
he  firffc  fire  from  the  enemy  he  wdsurjj-ortunatcly  ktiled^Xo- 
rether  with  his  Aid»de-Camp,  Captain  Joirn-  Mac  Pherfon, 

*  December  31,  177 5,  aged  $• 
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1775.      Captain  Cheefeman,  and  two  or  three  more.     This  fodiipir- 
*— ^— '    ited  the  men,  that   Colonel  Campbell,  on  whom  the  com" 
mand  devolved,  found  himfelf  under  the  difagreeable  necef- 
fuy  of  drawing  them  off.     Colonel  Arnold,  with  350  otthofe 
brave  troops  that  penetrated   Canada  under  his  command, 
Dec.  31.      and  Captain  Lamb's  company  of  artillery,  palled   to  St.  Ro- 
ques,  and  earned  a  fmall  battery  of  two  guns ;  but  in  the  attack 
Arnold  had  his   leg  fplintered  and  was  obliged  to  be  carried 
off;   but  at   length  after   having  fuftained  the  force   or  the 
whole  garrifon  for  three' hours,  the  Continentals  were  obliged 
to   yield  to  numbers.     Three   hundred  of  them   were  made 
prifoners,  and  about  Tixfy  killed  and  wounded.     This   is   the 
fubflance  of  an  account  of  this  expedition  that  was  published. 
The  public  papers  furnifh  the  following  account  of  Gen- 
eral Montgomery..     "  He  was  a  Captain  of  grenadiers  in  the 
27th  regiment  of  Britifh   troops,  of  which  General  Monek- 
ton  was  Colonel,     He  ferved  the  laft  war  in  the  expeditions 
in  the  Weil-Indies,  and  America,  and  returned  with  his  reg- 
iment to  England.   In  1772,  he  quitted  his  regiment,  though 
in  a  fair  way  of  preferment.     Whim  in  America  he  imbib- 
ed an  affection  for  this  country — he  had,  while  in  the  King's 
fervice,  declared  his  difapprobation  of  the  fentiments  of  the 
mimllry,  and  viewed  America  as  the  rifing  feat  of  arts  and 
freedom.'     He    lived  about    100  miles  behind   New- York. 
JExprefhng  his  readinefs,  if  Great  Britain  continued  her  op* 
preflions,  to  draw  his  (word  in  defence  of  freedom.     Upon 
application  to  him  he  did  not  hefitatc,  but  immediately  engag- 
ed in  the  caufe,  and,  as  we  have  feen,  loll  his  lite -bravely  in| 
it." 

After  the  failure  of  this  expedition  a  feries  of  misfortunes 
enfued  ;  and  attended  the  operations  in   the  northern  depart-, 
merit  for  a  time,  and  the  Britifh  regained  poffeflion  of   the  : 
places  that  had  been  taken  from  them. 
December.       Captain  Manly,  in  a  Continental  cruizer,  captures  avalua-I 
b!e  ordnance  veiTel,  having  on  board  a  great  variety  of  mili-| 
tary  implements,  befides  mortars,  bombs,  &c.     This  acqui- 
fition  ^facilitated   the  operations  .of  the   Continental  troops'* 
again  ft  the  garrifon  of  Bofton. 

The  Earl  of'Dunmore,  Governour  of  New- York,  was  re- 
moved to  'the  Government  of  Virginia,  where  fie  levied  warl 
with  that  Colony.    He  fet  up  the  royal  flandard  there,  and  irtJ 
Vited  to  it,  white  and  black  of  every  character  and  condition  pi 
thofe  who  did  not  repair  to  it  were  deemed  rebels,  and  treated 
as  fuch.  ' 

mbcx*    .  «  battle  took  place  at  Gwynn's  Ifland,  in  which  the  VirJ 
ginians  prevailed,  and  obliged  his  Lordfhip  to  take  fhelter  oat; 
board  a  man  of  war  on  that  ftation — in  revenge  for  which  J] 
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Norfolk  was  deftroyed  by  three  of  the  King's  (hips,  the  Liz-     1776. 
lard,  Otter,  and  another.     An  officer  on  board  the  Otter,  in  a      *    .ynJ 
jletter  publifhed,  exults  in  the  deftru&ion  of  it,  and  difcovers      Jfan*  u 
fentiments  derogatory  to  the  character  of  a  man  of  bravery 
land   humanity.      The  lofs,   computed   to   be   fuftained,   is 
^200,000  fterling.    Norfolk  was  faid  to  have  contained  about 
iix  thoufand  inhabitants — an  Englifh  paper  fays,  "  the  rents 
in  1775,  were  ^10,000  fterling." 

The  impolitic  meafures  of  Great  Britain,  threaten  the  lofs 
of  the  trade  of  this  Colony,  (i.  e.  Virginia)  to  that  kingdom, 
which  an  author  of  their  own,  makes  to  be  ^1,200,000  fterling 
raer  annum.  "  In  times  of  peace  (he  fays)  there  are  more 
thWan4>undred  thoufand  hogfheads  ot  tobacco  exported  every 
^ear ;  in  which  trade  is  employed  about  four  thoufand  fea- 
pen."  , 

Admiral  Shuldham  arrived  at  Bofton  to  relieve  Admiral  Jan.  1. 
S.  Greaves  on  that  ftation.  He  brought  with  him  the  King's 
Speech,  delivered  to  his  Parliament,  in  O&ober  laft,  in  which 
nis  Majefty  holds  up  the  idea,  that  independency  was  the  ob- 
ject of  the  Colonies,  and  recommends,  as  an  aft  oi  humanity, 
^heir  exertions  to  put  a  fpeedy  end  to  the  rebellion  ;  in  other 
words — more  vigorovjly  to  profecute  the  war.  The  Com- 
mons, in  their  addrefs,  echo  back  the  lame  language.  This 
jobfequious  Parliament  engaged  their  lives  and  fortunes  to 
fupport  his  Majefty  in  defeating  and  fuppreffing,  what  they 
call  the  "  rebellion  in  America  ;"  they  voted  twenty-five 
thoufand  men  for  this  fervice,  and  an  augmentation  of  the 
Navy  on  the  American  ftation. 

Gongrefs  now  thought  it  expedient  to  provide  againft  the 
depredations  of  the  Britiih  Cruifers,  who  fwarmed  in  the 
American  feas,  and  came  into  a  refolution  to  build  thirteen 
frigates,  to  be"  got  ready  for  fea  early  in  the  fpring.  Though 
thefe  frigates  were  launched  in  feafon,  yet  they  did  not  an- 
fwer  the  expectation  of  the  Continent.  Great  delays,  and 
probably  necejfary  delays,  for  want  of  ftores,  &x.  to  equip 
them,  gave  the  enemy  opportunity  to  block  fome  of  them  up 
in  the  ports  where  they  were  buik.  Moil  of  the  others  met 
with  difafters  of  one  kind,  or  other,  being  captured  by  the 
enemy,  blown  up  at  fea,  run  afhore,  &c. 

The  manufacture  of  fak-petre  and  gun-powder  was  of  great  February* 
importance  to  the  United  States.  They  could  obtain  none 
from  any  foreign  country,  and  their  parent  State  had  prohib- 
ited its  exportation  to  America  ;  therefore  every  communi- 
cation relative  to  the  manner  of  making  them,  was  carefully 
attended  to,  and  experiments  rewarded  with  a  bounty  by  the 
General  A  fieri,  bites.  A  method  of  making  gun-powder  was 
publifhed  by  HenrJ  JVifner,  who  had  erected  a  Powder-Mill 
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at  New- York — A  Virginian  ajfo  publifhed  an  account 
the  ingredients  and  their  proportion  to  each  other,  ufed 
this  manufaclure,  which,  from  a  great  number  of  experimen 
he  found  to  be  bell,  and  is  copied  from  a  new  Chemic 
Dictionary,  tranflated  from  the  French.  The  proportion  i 
75  parts  of  nitre,  or  fait  petre,  i£  parts  and  an  ha4f  of  chai 
coal,  9  parts  and  an  half  of  fulphur  or  brimftone. 
Feb.  6.  Captain  Efeck  Hopkins   of  Providence  in  Rhode-Iflan* 

(brother  to  one  or  the  Delegates  at  Congrefs  from  that  Colom 
was  commiflioned  by  Congrefs,  commander  of  a  fleet  of  fiv 
fail  of  armed  vefTels,  viz.  the  Alfred  32  guns,  Columbi 
32  guns,  Andrew  Doria  16,  Cabot  14,  and  Providence  '< 
12  guns.  They  left  Philadelphia  this  day  and  proceeded  t 
Carolina,  and  from  thence  to  New -Providence,  one  of  th 
Bahama  Iflands.  On  their  arrival  there,  the  Commodoi 
fummoned  the  garrifon  to  furrender — which  they  did,  an 
brought  off  Mountford  Browne,  Efq.  the  King's  Governoui 
and  other  crown  officers,  with  all  the  military  ftores  foun 
there,  and  landed  them  at  New-London,  in  Connecticut.  I 
their  paffaj?  back,  fome  of  the  Continental  fleet  fell  in  wit 
fome  of  Waliace\  (a  he6loring  troubl'efome  Bntifh  comman 
der  on  the  Rhode-liland  ftation)  offthe  eait  end  of  Long 
Ifland.- — One  ot  the  Britith  was  captured,  and  the  other 
made  off. 

February.  General  Clinton  from  Boiton,  with  five  hundred  troops  ar 
rived  at  New-York — he  did  not  land  them,  but  failed  fron 
thence  to  the  more  fo.uthern  Colonies ;  to  which  he  was  fol 
lowed  by  General  Lee,  from  the  Continental  camp. 

To  carry  on  the  war  in  America,  Parliament  had  recourfi 
to  the  expedient  of  hiring  foreign  troops,  and  entered  intc 
treaty  with  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  and  Landgrave  of  HelTe 
Caffel,  and  Count  of  Ilanau,  to  furnifh  a  number  oktroops  tc 
ferve  again  ft  the  Americans.  Befides  the  wages  to  J?e  paic 
thefe  hirelings,  the  treaties  ftipulated  to  grant  to  the  Land- 
grave of  IJeiTe-Caffel,  in  cafe  of  diflurbances  in  his  tenito. 
ries,  not  only  all  the  fervice  that  mould  be  in  their  power,  bui 
likewife  to  continue  it,  till  the  Landgrave  fhould  have  re- 
ceived fecurity  or  indemnification,  and  to  pay  tor  every  fol- 
dier  who  did  not  return,  thirty  pounds  fterling  per  head; 
and  for  every  difabled  foldier,  fifteen  pounds  ilerling  per 
head. 

March  5.        It  was  moved  by  the  minority,  in  the  Houfe  of  vLords,  to[ 
preient  an  addrefs  to  hisMajeity,  fetting  forth  the  many  evils) 
with  which  treaties  of  this  nature  were  pregnant— the  diiad. 
vantages  that  wonM  accrue  therefrom  to   Great  Britain,  and! 
to  implore  his  Majefly  to  flop   the  march   of  the   German 
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jjroops.     But  the  queftion  for  this  addrefs  Was  refolved  in  the      1^^6. 
,aiegative,  a  majority  of  100  being  againftit.  v     ^is0 

j  Lord  (teorge  Germaine,  who  fucceeded  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth as  American  Secretary  of  State,  and  who  had  the 
^•Ojiducl:  of  the  war  put  under  his  direction,  has  the  credit  of 
Exhibiting  to  Parliament  the  plan  for  hiring  Germans  for  the 
n, American  fervice.  It  we  inquire  into  the  character,  and 
v  ormer  conduct  of  this  nobleman,  we  (hall  find  he  is  the 
identical  Lord  George  Sackville,  (a  fon  ot  Earl  Dorfet)  who 
!  lifcovered  fuch  an  averfion  to  the  report  and  fmell  of  gun- 
powder at  the  battle  ot  Minden,  Anno  1759,  when  he  difo- 
t  >eyed  the  orders  of  Prince  Ferdinand  the  commander  at  an 
j,  important  crifis.  The  Prince  reprefented  his  conduct  to  the 
)r3ritiih  Court — he  was  tried  by  a  court  martial,  and  deprived 
Jf  all  his  military  employments,  and  declared  incapable  of  March, 
upver  ferving  in  them  again.  This  was  in  the  days  of  Pitt — 
^jut  now  in  the  days  ol  North — he  is  advanced  to  an  impor- 
tant civil  department — perhaps  becaufe  he  pofleiTes  the  qual- 
ifications neceffary  to  fcourge  the  Americans. 

Lord  William  Campbell,  Governourot  South-Carolina,  like 
lis  countryman  the  Earl  of  Dunmore  of  Virginia,  having  by 
'lis  tyrannic  meafures  irritated  the  people  of  his  government, 
and  fearing  the  effecls  oi  their  refentment,  deferted  his  gov- 
ernment and  fled  on  board  one  of  the  Kings  fhips  at  Charlef- 
ton. 
Sunday  morning,  Bofton,  in  the  MaffachufeUs  Bay,  wz$  Marckiy, 
'Evacuated  by  the  whole  Britiih  force,  naval  and  military. 

Congrefs  publifh  their  Kefolves,  by  which  the  inhabitants  N[arch,2§« 
3f  the  Colonies  were  permitted  to  fit  out  vefTels  on  their  own 
,  private  account  and  rifque  to  cruife  on  the  enemies  of  the 
'linked   Colonies,   to-  capture  their   mips   and  merchandize. 
maritime  court  was  appointed  for  their  trial  and  condem- 
nation if  the  captures  were  proved  to  be  the  property  or  the 
enemy. 

Thisrefolve  of  Congrefs  was  in  confequence  of  an  aft  of 
Parliament,  palled  December,  1775,  which  declares  "The 
Colonies  to  be  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion  and  directs  to  flop  all 
intercourfe  with  them,  and  to  feize  all  American  property 
Wherever  to  be  found  after  the  fir  ft  day  of  January,  1776." 

fhe  terms  Whig  and  Tory,  obtained  throughout  the  Col- 
onies ;  by  the  former,  is  intended  thofe  who  are  in  oppofition 
to  Parliamentary  meafures— ihe  latter,  are  thofe  who  abetted 
jthem. 

"An  aclion    took  place    in    North-Carolina   between  the      March, 
Whigs  there,   and   fame  of  the  Tory  inhabitants,  who   had 
joined  Governour  Martin,  in  which  the  latter  fuflained  great 
fas. 
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177S,  General  Clinton  after  his  arrival  in  Carolina  difpatched  a 

■    _    nJ'    part  of  his  troops  for  Georgia.     They  were  rep ul fed  on  their 

attempt  to  land,  and  fifteen  fail  of  their  veffels  damaged  and 

deftroyed,  which  obliged  them  to  deli  ft  from  their  enterprile: 

[Georgia  is  fituated  between  South  Carolina  and  Florida, 
This  Colony  had  a  charter  granted  in  the  fifth  of  George  II. 
At  the  commencement  or  the  troubles  in  America,  Sir 
James  Wright  was  King's  GovernOur— but  this  Colony  (bar- 
ing in  the  opprefftons,. they  joined  in  the  Union  ol  the  oth- 
er twelve  Colonies.] 
Mav  Q  Commodore  Sir  Pete?-  Parkerrwhh  a  fmall  fquadron  of  fhips 

'     *       arrived  at  Cape  Fear.     The  Britifti  armament  deftined  to  op- 
erate in  this  quarter,  rendezvoufed  firft  at  this  place. 

General  Earl  Cornwallis   arrived  with  Sir  Peter.     This 
nobleman,  in   the  beginning  of  the  American  difputes,  had 
proteited  with  fome  of  the  minority  again  ft  coercive  meafures, 
and  voted  for  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  A 61,.  upon  the  principle 
that  Parliament  had  no  right  to  tax  the  Colonies  unreprefent- 
ed. — But  his  LordQiip  was  afterwards  influenced  by  the  ma- 
jority to  come  into  their  meafures,  and  perfonally  to  amit  in] 
carrying  into  execution,  thofe   very  meafures  he  had  before ! 
reprobated. 
Mav  6.  General  Carlton  at  Quebec  having  received  fuccours  from 

England,  by  the  Surprize  Frigate,  Captain  Lindfay,  he  im- 
proved the  firft  opportunity,  after  their  arrival,  to  faliy  out  of 
the  garrifon  fuddenly  with  about  a  thoufand  men. 

The  Continentals  ferving  in  that  quarter  were  difperfed  in 
various  parts  ol  the  country  ;  two  hundred  of  them  lick  :  not " 
more  than  two  hundred  could  be  muftered  at  head  quarters; 
which  fmall  force  could  not  refill  the  enemy  to  advantage, 
and  the  attack  being  unexpected  they  were  obliged  to  make 
a  precipitate  retreat  to  Trois  Rivieres,  leaving  their  cannon, 
a  number  of  mufquets,  and  many  fick  behind  them.  The' 
fmall  remnant  of  the  Continentals  foon  after  removed  to  the' 
Sorelle. 

A  fmall  Continental  fort  at  the  Cedars,  forty-iive  miles 
weft  of  Montreal,  con  lifting  of  a  garrifon  of  about  three  hun- 
dred, under  Major  Butterfield,  were  obliged  to  furrender  to 
upwards  of  fix  hundred  Regulars,  Canadians  and  Indians. 

A  reinforcement  of  an  hundred  men  under  Major  Sher-j 
May  19.  burne,  ordered  lor  their  relief,  was  intercepted  in  the  woods, 
and  captured  by  a  party  of  five  hundred  after  a  very  obftinate 
difpute:  And  (the  account-  publiihed  of  this  affair  reports)' 
whilft  Brigadier  General  Arnold  was  preparing  to  follow, 
the  enemy  ftripped  the  prifoners  almoft  naked,  tomahawked, 
and  otherwifc  barbaroufly  ufed  them  ;  one  of  them  they  {hot-, 
and  while  he  retained  life   and  fenfation  the  Indians  ro?n::i 
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Km.  *.  The  prifoners  were  driven  to  a  fort  commanded  by  a 
pritim  Captain  Fofter  of  the  eighth  regiment,  who  we  do 
pot  learn  had  humanity  enough  to  reft  rain  or  discountenance 
ihe  barbarities  exercifed  on  them.  The  enemy  -had  twenty- 
wo  killed,v  amongft  whom  was  a  Chief  Warrior  of  the  Sen- 
ca's  ;  thofe  that  remained  of  the  Continentals  were  exchange 
d  by  a  cartel. 

The  Renown  Man  of  War  was  driven  from  Boft'on  har-    June  i(b 
»our  by  the  Provincials,  &c,  under,  the  conducl  of  Genial  —•■ 

^incolnv  which  opened' the  port'of  Bofton,  without  the  leave 
f  Parliament. 

Major  General  Sullivan  joined  the  fmall  Continental'  army  June  i& 
t  the  Sorelle,  and.  dlfpatched  a-  body  under  Colonel  Thomp- 
bn  to  diflodge  the  enemy  who  were  intrenching  at  Trois 
Rivieres  :  But  at  this  critical  time  they  were  reinforced 
hich  proved  difaftrous  to  the  Continentals.  The  com- 
jiander  was  taken  prifoner^  three  other  officers,,  and5  a  num- 
er  of  privates.  ; 

The  Continental  army  in  Canada,  having  been  much 
eakened  by  licknefs  and  unmccefsful  attempts  againft  the 
nemy,  who  were  ftrengthened  by  reinforcements  ;  General- 
urgoyne  having  arrived  there  from  England  with  recruits  j 
id  the  lour  thoufand  he  brought  with  him  were  foon  follow- 
I  by  fome  Brunfwi'ckers.  The  reduction  of  Quebec  was 
r  thefe  means  rendered  impracticable  for  the'prefent.  It 
|as  judged  that  the  Cominentals  might.be  better  employed: 

fome  other  quarter.  The  liege  of  Quebec  was  therefore 
ifed,  and  the  troops  withdrawn  after  they  had  been  in  that 
:ighbourhood  lix  months  from  the  1.5  th  of  November. 
hey  retreated  to  Crown  Point,  and  (as  a  private  letter  front*  ^ 

ence  mentions)  "  affairs  were  managed  with  confummate- 
>licy  and  prudence  through  the  intrepidity  of  out  Generals, 

ft  Thomas,  and  then  Sullivan.  We  have  brought  off  all 
at  could  be  fa.ved  from  Sorelle,  Chamblee  and  St.  Johns." 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Archibald  Campbell  with  Highland 
:>ops  was  captured,  arid  bright  into  Bofton. 

General  Clinton  and  Sir  Peter  Parker  were  repulfed"  at     fej#«gfe 
^arlefton  (S-.  C.)  this  day.     Earl  Cornwallis  having  joined 
pneral  Clinton,  they  attempted  the  reduction  of  Charlefton. 

e  collect,  the  following  particulars  of  their  defeat  from  Ma- 

'■  General  Lee's  letter  to  the  Prefident  of  Congtefs. 

Sir  Peter  went  over  the,  bar  wuh  his  whole  fleet,  confift- 
5  of  two  line  of  battle  ihips,  the  Briftol  and  Experiment  of 

y  guns  each,  and  fix  frigates  from  twenty-eight  to  twenty 

ns,  and  anchored  within  half  a  muiquet  (hot  of  the  fort  on 

llivan's  Jfland,  (a  log  fort  was  all  they  could  bring  to  bear 
the  veffels)  three  miles  from  Charleftbn.     A  furious  en- 
.,  II.  I 
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1776.  gagement  enfued,  and  lafted  twelve  hours  without  intermit 
n— y«>  fion,  and  though  the  garrifon  were  raw  troops,  their  behaviou 
would  have  done  honour  to  the  oWeft.  Colonel  Moultrie,  \ 
native  of  that  country  who  commanded  there,  acquired  grea 
honour.,  The  troops  were  repulfed  twice  by  Colone 
Thompfon  of  the  Carolina  rangers  in  attempting  to  make  i 
lodgment  at  the  extremity  of  the  ifland.  We  had  ortly  tw< 
men  killed  and  feventy-two  wounded,  feven  of  whom  lof 
their  limbs,  and-  though  m  this  eirciiisfian-ce,  encourage* 
their  comrades  never  to  abandon  the  ftandard  of  liberty  a?4 
their  country.  The  lots  of  the  enemy  is  great.*  TheCom 
modore  had  his  breechest  much  tern  with  the  fplinters  an< 
was  wounded;  the  Captain  of  his  (hip  loll  his  left  arm;  tru 
Captain  of  the  Experiment  was  killed  ;  befides  which  ohi 
hundred  and  four  were  killed  and  fix-ty-five  wounded 
Three  of  the  (hips  got  aground.  The  Acleon  of  twenty! 
eight  guns  could  not  be  got  off,  and  was  burnt  and  blown  u 
by  her  own  people  ;  the  two  line  of  battle  (hips  greatly  dam 
aged.  The  gallantry  of  Colonel  Moultrie  in  defence  of  Sul 
livan's  Ifknd  is  celebrated/' 

"  Sir  Peter  Parker  in  his  account  transmitted   to  Englan 
iays,  "Not  one  man  who  was  quartered  at  the  beginning  < 
the  action  on  the  Briftol's  quarter-deck, efcaped  being  kille< 
or  wounded.     At  the  head  of  the  volunteers  on  board   Hj 
mult  place  Lord  William  Campbell,  (the  late  Governour 
who  was  fb  condefcending  as  to  ta£.e  direction  of  fome  gu 
on  the  lower  gun-deck — he  received  a  eomufion  in  his  I 
fide," 
June  30.    .     Major  General  John  Thomas  of  the  Mallachufetts;  w 
commanded  in  Canada  after  the  camp  at  Cambridge  broke  u| 
died  in  Canada.     It  is  but  juftice  due  to  the  memory  of  th! 
officer  to  fay  of  him  that  he  had  ferved  in  former  wars  again! 
the  French  and  Indians  with  reputation  ;  and  at  the  fi^ge  & 
Bofton,  in  1775,  he  cheerfully  took  command  of  a  divifiot 
of  the  provincials,  in  defence  of  the  rights  of  his  native  couro 
try. 

*  Said  to  be  one  hundred  and  feventy -nine  killed,   two  hum\ 
dred  andfixty  wounded. 

+  The  Editor  of  the  Pennfylvania  Evening  PoJly  indul^ 
ing  a  little  humour  in  thtfe  ferious  times,  infer  ted  the  follovk 
™g  epigram,  on  Sir  Peter's  difajhr. 

"  If  honour  in  the  breech  is  lodg'd, 

As  Hudibras  hath  fiewn,  N 

It  may  from  hence  be  fairly  judgd,t 

Sir   Peter'*    hnnmir^r    ann?   " 
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Arrived  at  Sandy-hook,  (New- York)  from  Halifax,  Sir  1776. 
William  Howe  and  Admiral  Shuldham,  with  upwards  of  one  \—yfmJ 
hundred  and  forty  fail  of  men  of  war  and  tranfports,  hav- 
ing with  them  about  eight  thoufand  troops.  The  fleet  on 
their  paffage  was  joined  by  fix  fail  of  tranfports,  a  part  of  the 
mbarkation  from  Scotland,  which  arrived  at  Bofton  after  the 
Britifh  armament  had  left  it,  and  were  driven  from  the  har,. 
our  by  the  militia,  Sec. 

A  part  of  the  Continental  army  at  this  time  occupied  the 
city  and  fuburbs  of  New_York.*  Major  General  Greene, 
with  another  divifion  of  Continentals  were  ftatiorted  on  Long- 
Ifland. 

This  day  General  Sir  William  Howe,  landed  his  army  on      July  2. 
Staten  Ifland. 

Governour  William  Franklin,  who  till  now  had  kept  his 
flation.in  the  Jerfies,  was  removed  from  his  government  by 
the  whig  party  ;  they  judging  it  unfafe  to  the  continental  in- 
tereft  for  his  Excellency  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Britifh.  He  was  fent  to  refide  in  Connecticut.  This  gen- 
tleman had  previouily  fhewn  his  good  difpofition  toward  the 
Britifh,  and  the  meafures  they  were  purfuing. 

A  report  about  this  time  prevailed,  that  a  plot  had  been 
difcovered  at  New-York,  in  which  fome  lories  there  had  af- 
fociated  for  the  purpofe  of  joining  the  Britifh  army,  to  aiTafli- 
nate  General  Wafhington  and  fome  other  field  officers,  while 
the  Continentals  were  engaged  with  the  enemy,  to  blow  up 
their  magazines,  &c.  The  Mayor  of  the  city  and  an  ar- 
mourer were  taken  into  cuftody  on  fufpicionf 

Lord  Abingdon,  an  Englifh  peer,  was  on  the  minority  (ide. 
He  is  characterized  as  "  one  of  the  moft  fteady,  and  intrepid 
afferters  of  liberty  in  this  age."  He  declared  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  "  The  American  war  is  unjuft,  iniquitous,  cruel  and 
oppreflive.  When  the  component  parts  of  government  (faid 
his  Lordfhip)  confpire  to  opprefs  the  fubjecls  and  deprive  them 
of  their  rights,  fuch  a  confpiracy  is  the  worfl  of  treafons.   The 

*  New -York  Ifland  is  about  fourteen   miles  long ,  and  in     I 
jome  places  only  one  mile  zoide.     The  town  is  fituated  on   the 
fouth  end  of  the  ifland,  at  the  mouth  ofHudfon's  river,  and  the 
fort  is  at  the   extreme  point.     The   narrows   are  formed  by 
Staten  Ifland  and  Long  Ifland;   the  paffage  about  two    miles 
wide.     F lovi  Sandy  Hook  up  to  New  York,  is  about  twenty, 
five  miles.     Six  furlongs  eaft  of  the  fort  is  Governour s  Iflandt 
containing  about  one  hundred,  or  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 
Before  the  war,  the  city  is  faid  to  have  contained  20,000   in- 
habitants. 

See"  account  of  the  Province  of  New -York  printed  in  1780." 
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Americans  are  not  guilty  of  rebellion ;  they  have  been  proj 
yoked  to  refinance  by  the  wanton  infults  of  defpotic  power.'! 

TheminorityinParliamentwereveryfevereintheir  remark] 
on  the  conduct  of  their  troops  at  Lexington  and  Bunker  Hill  I 
Howe's  forcing  the  lines  thrown  up  by  a  handful  of  raw  un 
difcipiined  militia,  in  the  courfe  of  a  fummer's  nigh't,^was  lu 
dicroufly  compared  to  a  Marlborough's  victory  at  Blenheim 
.&c.  &c. 
jfxfy  4.  This  day  commenced  a  new  .epoch  or  aera  for  America 

thirteen  of  the  United  Colonies,  in  Congrefs  affembled 
pubiifhed  at  Philadelphia  their  declaration,  that  the  faid  thir. 
iten  Colonies  were  "/ree,  fovereign,  independent  States.* 
And  a  new  empire  begins  in  America  in  the  Sixteenth  yeai 
of  the  reign  of  King  George  the  tfurd,  and  thirty-ninth  of  hi? 
.age.  This  declaration  was  figned  per  order  of  Congrefs,' by 
EL '  their  Prefident,  John  Hancock,  Efq.  and  recites  the  griev- 
ances and  oppreflioris  for  which  they  could  not  obtain  re* 
drefs  ;  and  teiiiP.es  to  the  world  the  caufes  that  impelled  them 
to  a  reparation  from  the  crown  of  Great  Britain/ 

In  thetntroduelion  to  the  enumeration  of  their  oppreflions, 
Congrefs  fay,:  "  We  hold  thefe  truths  to  be  felf-evident  that 
all  men  are  created  equal;  that  they  are  endowed,  by  their 
.Creator,  with  certain  unalienable  rights;  that  among  thefe 
..are  life,  liberty  and  the  purfuit  of  happinefs ;  that  to  fecure< 
thefe*  rights,  governments  are  inffituted  among  men,  deriv- 
ing their  ju^l  powers  from  the  confent  of  the  governed. 
That  whenever  any  form  cf  government  becomes  deftru&ive 
ot  thefe  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  to  abolifh 
it,  and  to  inflitute  a  new  government,  laying  its  foundation, 
on  fuch  principles,  and  organizing  its  powers  in  fuch  form  as 
to  them  ihall  feem  moll  likely  to  effe6f.  their  fafety  and  hap- 
pinefs.  When  a  long  train  of  abufes  and  ufurpations  pur- 
suing invariably  the  fame  object,  evinces  a  defign  to  reduce 
them  under  abfolute  defpotifm — it  is  their  right — pit  is  their 
duty,  to  throw  off  fuch  governments,  and  to  provide  new 
.guards  for  their  futur«  fecurity.  Such  has  been  the  patient 
ifufTerance  of  thefe  Colonies,  and  fuch  is  now  the  necefTity, 
that  conflrains  them  to  alter  their  former  fyflem  of  govern- 
ment. "  Towards  the  clofe  of  the  declaration,  after  reciting 
their  oppreflions  in  twenty-fix  articles,"  they  fay,  "  In  every 
flage  of  thefe  oppreflions,  we  have  petitioned  for  redrefs  in 
the  rnoft  humble  terms,  our  repeated  petitions,  have  been  ah- 

fvvered  only  by  a  repeated  injury. A  Prince,  whofe  cha,» 

racier  is  thus  marked  by  every  act,  which  defines  a  tyrant,  is 
unfit  to  be  the  ruler  of  a  free  people." 

The  principal  arguments  (fays  a  popular  writer*)  in    fav*. 
our  of  independency,  are  drawn  from  the  natural   rights   of 
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the  Colonies  to  independence,  their  intereft — the  neceflity  of     17-76. 
it — and  the  real  advantages  arifwg  from  it.     The  necejjity  of    *     y    i 
khymeafure,  he  argues  from  the  following  confiderations. 

"  We  had  no  credit  abroad,  becaufe  of  our  rebellious  deJ 
\  'pendency.  Our  (hips  could  obtain,  no  protection  in  foreign 
'ports,  becaufe  we  afforded  them  no  juftifiable  reafon  for 
•granting  it  to  us.  The  calling  ourfelves  fubjects,  and  at  the 
fame  time  fighting  againft  the  Prince  we  acknowledged  it  was 
a  dangerous  precedent  to  all  Europe.  If. the  grievances  . 
juftified  our  taking  up  arms,  they  juftified  our  feparation  ;  if 
^hey  did  notjuilify  our  feparation,  neither  could  theyjufi 
•our  taking  up  arms.  All  Europe  was  interefted  in  reducing 
us  as  rebels,  and  all  Europe  (or  the  greater  part,  at  leaft)  ar<e 
■interefted  in  fupporting  us  in  our  independent  ftate.  At 
home,  our  condition  was  ftill  worfe;.  our  currency  had  no 
foundation,  and  the  ftate  of  it  would  have  ruined  whig  and 
tory  alike.  We  had  no  other  laws  than  a  kind  of  moderated 
ipaffion  ;  no  other  civil  power  than  an  honeft  mob;  and  no 
other  protection  than  the  temporary  attachment  of  one  man 
•to  another.  Had  independency  been  delayed  a  few  months 
longer,  this  continent  would  have  beerrplunged  into  irretriev- 
able confufion,  forae  violent  for  it,  fome  againft  it— all  in 
thegreateft  caba] — the  rich  would  have  been  ruined,  and  the 
.poor  deftroyed.  The  ntcejjity  of  being  independent  would 
have  brought  it  on  in  a  little  time,  had  there  been  no  rup- 
ture between  J^iitain  and  America.  The  increafing  impor- 
tance of  commerce — the  weight  and  perplexity  of  legifla- 
tion — and  the  enlarged  ftate  of  European  politics,  would 
daily  have  (hewn  to  the  continent,  the  impropriety  of  con- 
tinuing fubordinate  :  for  after  the  cooleft  reflection  on  the 
matter,  this  muft  be  allowed,  that  Britain  was  too  jealous  of 
America  to  govern  it  juftly,  too  ignorant  of  it  to  govern  it 
■well,  and  too  diftant  from  it  to  govern  it  at  all."  ~  j 

The  King  of  Portugal,  ally  to  his  Britta.nn.ic  Majefty,  pub-       Ju  J  & 
lifhed  at  Liibon  an  edict  "  To  prohibit  protection  to  Ameri- 
can fhips  in  his  ports,  and  all  intercourfe  between    his  do- 
minions and  the  United  Colonies. 

Congrefs  having  recommended  to  the  feveral  States  to  fet- 
tle their  particular  forms  of  government :  The  State  of  Vir- 
ginia was  the  firft  in  the  Union  that  complied  with  the  re- 
commendation. -They  chofe  Far  trick  Henry ,  Efq.  for  their 
Govemour.  They  left  out  of  the  Litany,  ufed  in  the  Epifco- 
pal  feryice,  all  prayers  for  King  George  III.  and  inftead 
thereof  fubftituted  fentences  or  petitions  for  th*ir  own  mag- 
aftrates  and  commonwealth. 

[Virginia  has  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles  fea- 
coaft,  and  is  of  aimoft  unbounded  extent  in  the  country,  a- 
ijounding  with  a  srreat  number  of  rivers — it  dates  its  besin- 
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ning  in  15  80,  and  is  thefrjl  fettled  Colony  on  the  continent-— 
the Jirjl  that  reprobated  Parliamentary  innovations — the  firjl 
that  moved  for  independency,  and  the  jirjb  that  formed  a 
'government  under  it.] 
July  10.  Major  General  Gates  by  appointment  of  Congrefs  takes 
command  in  the  northern  department.  He  gave  orders  for 
the  troops  at  Crown  Point  to  retreat  to  Ticonderoga,  and 
there  make  a  (land. 

Independency  was  publicly  declared  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia.    It  was  alfo  declared  at  New-York,  when  "they  mani- 
fefted  their  diflike  to  royalty  by  taking  down  the  equeftrian 
ilatue  of  his  Majefty  King  George  III.  erefted  on  the  bowl- 
1     ing-green  in  that  city. 

At  Albany,  fituated  on  HudforCs  river,  a  plot  was  difcov- 
ered  by  the  confeflion  of  two  tories  to  fet  the  city  on  fire 
and  blow  up  the  magazine.  Some  of  the  incendiaries  being 
apprehended  the  intended  mifchiet  was  prevented. 

[The  fources  of  HudforCs  river are  no*  yet  explored  :  From 
Albany  to  Lake  George  is  reckoned  fixtyfive  miles  ;  the 
river  in  that  interval  navigable  only  for  batteaux;  the  banks 
on  the  weftern  fide  the  river  are  rocky  cliffs ;  {loops  of  fifty 
tons  can  go  up  to  Albany,  and  larger  vetfels  within  fixteen 
or  feventeen  miles — the  river  continues  frelh,  till  within  fix- 
ty  miles  of  New- York. — ["  Account  of  New -York,  1780."] 
July  18.        This  day  independency  was  declared  in  Bofton. 

A  few  days  after  the  declaration  of  independence  in  New- 
York,  Admiral  Richard  Lord  Vifcount  Howe  arrived  off  that 
city,  to  take  command  of  theBritifh  fleet,  and  to  a£t  in  con- 
juration with  his  brother  Sir  William  Howe  in  the  Ameri- 
can war.  On  his  arrival,  he  forwarded  letters  to  all  the 
King's  Governours  on  iheContinent,  informing  them,  "  That 
he,  together  with  his  brother,  General  Howe,  were  authorized 
by  letters  patent  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  "  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Cornmiilioners,"  with  full  power  to  grant  pardons  to 
all,  or  any  town,  country,  diftricl,  &c.  who  may  have  depart- 
ed irorn  their  allegiance  and  duty  to  his  Majefty,  &c,  and 
who  are  willing  by  a  fpeedy  return  to  reap  the  benefits  of 
the  royal  favour." 

Colonel  Pater  fori,  Adjutant  General  of  the  royal  army,  wa 
difpatched  to  General  Wafhington  at  JsJew-York,  with  letter 
from  Lord  and  General  Howe  ;  but  they  not  being  properly 
directed,  the  American  General  reiufed  to  receive  them,  and 
politely  difmiffed  the  Colonel. 

The  conduct  o\  General  Wafhington,  in  this  interview 
with  the  Britifh  Colonel,  was  approved  by  Congrefs,  and 
produced  the  following  refolve  :  M  That  he  had  acted  with  a 
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dignity  becoming  his  character.     That  no  letters  or  meflages      1776. 
be  received,  on  any  occafion  whatever,  from  the  enemy,  by    v       1  ■/ 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  or  others,  the  Commanders  of  the 
American  army,  but  fuch  as  {hall  be  directed  to  them  in  the 
characters  they  refpe&ively  fuftain." 

On  this  day  Colonel  Paterfon  had  a  fecond  interview  with  July  20. 
General  Washington,  in  which  he  addreffed  the  General  by 
the  title  of  "  Excellency,"  and  apologized  (by  the  commif- 
;  fioners'  defire)  lor  any  deficiency  in  point  of  refpeclor  punc- 
tilio, informing  him  that  they  had  the  higher!  perfonal  re- 
,  gard  for  Mr.  Washington— that  they  had  now  lent  a  letter 
P  To  George  Wafhmgton,  Efq.  &c.  &c.  &c."  and  that  they 
hoped  all  difficulties  were  removed,  as  by  the  three  et  ceteras 
might  be  underftood  all  his  Excellency's  titles.  The  Colo- 
nel laid  down  the  letter  on  the  table,  but  General  Washing- 
ton declined  to  accept  it;  afking,  what  powers  the  General 
and  Lord  Howe  were  inverted  with,  declaring  that  he  had 
read  the  lair.  acl  of  Parliament,  and  found  by  it,  they  were 
merely  empowered  to  grant  pardons.  He  laid  the  Ameri- 
cans had  done  no  wrong,  and  therefore  wanted  no  pardons. 
He  then  mentioned  the  approbation  of  Congrefs  of  his  con- 
duct in  the  firft  interview  ;  he  could  not  enter  into  any  new 
treaty  without  frefh  authority ;  befides,  though  it  was  true  that 
the  three  et  ceteras  might  mean  every  thing,  it  was  alfo 
true  it  might  mean  any  thing.  After  fome  other  converfa-  .  : 
tion  in  which  the  Colonel  endeavoured  to  exculpate  Genera! 
Howe  from  the  charge  of  inhumanity  to  American  prifoners 
when  in  Boffon,  and  General  Washington  had  mentioned  his 
indulgence  to  fuch  of  their  prifoners  as  tell  into  his  hands— 
the  conferrence  ended. 

It  appears  from  a  fpeech  of  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  in  Par- 
liament, "  That  [the  powers  of  the  Commiffioners]  the  pre- 
tended mercy  of  conciliation,  held  out  nothing  but  a  naked  of- 
fer of  pardon,  on  the  terms  of  unconditional  fubmiffion." 

The  following  extract  from  his  Lordfhip's  fpeech,  Shews 
his  opinion  of  the  misapplication  of  the  word  *•  Rebel"  with 
refpecf.  to  the  Colonies.  "  The  Americans,  he  faid,  had  been 
reprefented,  as  daring,  defperate,  traitorous,  infolent,  ungrate- 
ful and  rebellious  ;  for  his  part,  he  could  never  be  perfuaded 
to  deem  people  talcing  up  arms  in  defence  of  their  property, 
their  privileges  and  unalienable  rights,  rebels.  If  fuch  doc- 
trine had  prevailed  at  the  time  of  the  revolution,  their  Lord- 
fhips  would  not  then  probably  be  fitting  in  that  houfe.  If  re- 
fifting  a  lawful  authority,  though  perhaps  not  a  rightful  autho- 
rity, is  the  effence  of  treafon,  the  whigs  of  ttie  revolution 
were  rank  rebels.  King  James  the  fecond  was  their  lawful  King 
its  true  j   he  endeavoured  to  trample  upon,  and   in  fome  in™ 
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1776.     fiances  did  invade  their  rights,  but  ftill  if  refiftance  of  lawful 
1 1 11 y     /    authority,  conftituted  an  act  of  treafon  in  every  poflible  event, 
the  whigs  in  16S8,  and  the  provincials  now,  may  be  deemed 
rebels :  He  would  always  continue  to  think  that  both  were  4! 
conftitutional  refiftance  to  a  power  originally  legal,  but  which, 
by  the  unconftitutional  exercife  of  it,  had  degenerated  into 
the  mod  oppreffive.ftages  of   an   ufurped  arbitrary  power. 
His  Lordfliip  faid  alfo,  that  it  was  his  opinion,  that  the  pow- 
er of  regulating  the  trade  of .  the  Colonies,  was  the  very  ef- 
fence  of  the  political  connexion  between  both  countries," 
Aug,  12.        The  firft  and  fecond  divifion  of  German  troops,  hired  by 
the  Britifh  Parliament  to  fight  in  America,  about  nine  thou, 
fand-arrived  at  New- York,  under  General  de  Heifter,  and  one 
hundred  of  the  Englifh  guards  joined  General  Howe's  army. 
After  the  deftruclion  of  Norfolk  (already  mentioned)  the* 
Earl  of  Durtmore,  with  the  King's  fhips,  hovered  round  the 
coaft  of  Virginia,  and  were  very  troublefome.     They  were' 
at  length  driven  from  it,  with  the  iofs  of  cannon,  fmall  arms, 
baggage  and  tents,  with  three  tenders. 

The  enemy  burnt  two  fmall  veffels,  and  a  large  fhip  of  their 
own  ;  on  board  the  latter,  his  Lordfhip  received  a  wound 
in  his  leg  ;  from  the  accounts  publifhed  of  the  war  in  Vir- 
ginia to  this  time,  the  enemy  loft  great  numbers  of  men,  not* 
only  in  battle,  but  by  ficknefs  and  other  difafters. 
Aug,  12.  The  laft  exploits  of  Lord  Dunmore  in  Virginia  were  on 
Potowmack  river,  where  he  burnt  and  deftroyed  all  in  his 
power,  and  left  the  State.  And  on 

Aug*  13.  Lord  Dunmore  arrived  at  Staten  I/land  with  the  remnant  of 
his  motUy  troops,  where,  a  few  days  before,  the  Generals 
Clinton,  Earl  Cornwallis,  &c.  had  arrived  from  South-Car. 
olina,  with  the  remains  of  Sir  Peter  Parker's  mattered  fquad- 
ron  ;  having  found  that  climate  too  warm  for  them  to  con- 
tinue  in. 
Ait?.  16.  The  Phoenix  man  of  war,  and  fome  other  of  the  King's 
fhips  infefted  the  north,  or  Hudfon's  river.  Two  fire  .fhips 
were  fent  up  the  river  to  deftroy  them,  under  command  of 
two  gentlemen  vofunteers,  of  rank  in  the  Continental  army  : 
Though  they  were  not  fo  fuccefsful  as  they  wiihed,  they  in 
fome  meafure  anfwered  their  purpofe — they  confumed  one  of 
the  Britifh  tenders,  and  obliged  the  reft  to>quit  their  ftation, 
and  run  the  gauntlet  through  a  number  of  well  directed  (hot,  : 
from  the  batteries,  in  and  near  New-York  city  and  fome' 
Continental  gaHies. 

A  difcovery  was  made  of  the  perfidy  of  Lieut.  Colonel 
Zediortz  (in  the  Continental  fervice)  carrying  on  a  cbrref- 
poi Mence  with  GovernoUr  Tryon  of  New-York.  The  ob- 
ject of  this  correspondence,  was  to  obtain  a  large  fum  of 
monev  to  be  immediately  fent  him.  unon  condition  of  his" 
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iving  the  enemy  information  of  the  ftrength  and  fituation  1776V 
►f  the  Continental  army,  agreeably  to  a  promife  he  had  v  y>  ■■' 
Hade  Governoar  Tryon,  previous  to  entering  into  the 
American  fervice.  He  invented  this  falftiood  :  "That 
pme  villains  at  General  Wafhington's  camp,  were  hired  to 
oifon  the  watering-place  at  Staten-Ifland,  and  were  each  to 
eceive  a  recompenfe   of  one   thoufand   pounds  from   the 


Teneral." 


Zedwitz  on  his  trial,  owned  the  letters  to  be  his,  but  faid  it 
as  intended  merely  as  a  trick  to  draw  from  the  enemy  twa 
loufand  pounds  fterling,  in  lieu  of  expenfes  he  had  been  at 
railing  a  regiment  in  Germany,  at  the  requeft  of  the 
Marquis  of  Granby,  for  which  he  had  never  been  reimburfed. 
lis  life  was  faved  by  a  calling  vote — but  be  was  broke,  and 
eclared  incapable  of  holding  any  military  office  in  the  fer- 
ice  of  the  United  States. 

The  difcovery  was  made  by  a  German,  who  had  the 
parge  of  delivering  the  letter  to  Governour  Tryon,  but  foon 
5  he  got  pofleffion  of  it,  laid  it  before  General  Wafhington. 
i  According  to  a  lift  publifhed,  the  whole  Britifh  force  in 
imerica,  under  General  and  Lord  Howe,  at  this  time  as 
early  as  can  be  computed,  is  as  follows,  viz. 
Twenty-five  fhips  of  war,  two  of  them  64  guns  each,  one 
'44,  the  reft  bomb  fhips,  frigates  and  {loops,  and  upwards 
t  three  hundred  fail  of  tranfports. 

General  Howe,  from  Halifax,  8000 

Scots  Troops  (3200)  em-  1 

barked,  850  taken,  f  4° 

Defeated  troops  under         *^ 

Clinton  and  Cornwallis,    >  2300 

from  South-Carolina,       J 
Two    divifions    Heflians,  "J 

Waldeckers  and  Englifh  >  9000 

guards,  J 

Dunmore's  Negroes,  To-  ""j 
ries,  and  about  ,50  fight-    V  150 

ngmen,  J , 

32000 
Third  divifion  of  Heflians  1 

expected,  about  j  500° 

General  Howe  now  began  to  remove  his  army  for  $taten- 
land  to  Long-IJland*  where  he  landed  them  without  any  Aug*  22, 
pofition. 

*  Long-IJland  is  upwards  of  120  miles  long,  contains 
iny  towns  or  fettlements — it  abounds  in  wheat  and  other 
lain,  and  cattle  of  various  kinds,  is  lejs  than  two  miles 
uant  from  New. York. 
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Nathaniel  Greene,  Efq.  ot  Warwich,  Rhode-Ifland, 
now  appointed  a  Majoc-General  in   the  Continental  army 

Aug.  26.     and  commanded  on  Long-Ifland. 

Aug*  2 j.  They  (the  Royalifts)  began  their  march  through  thi 
woods  on  Long-Ifland,  which  about  3000  Continental  troops, 
occupied.  Having  paffed  on,  and  flopped  up  the  crofs  road^ 
near  the  American  camp,  they  furrounded  the  Continen- 
tals in  the  woods.  Lord  Stirling*  repulfed  the  enemy  be- 
fore he  was  furrounded,  tour  different  times :  When  it  was 
found  the  enemy  were  greatly  fuperiour  in  numbers,  the 
General  ordered  a  retreat,  and  not  knowing  that  the  crofs< 
road  was  blocked  up,  many  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,^ 
others  efcaped  by  wading  through  creeks,  fwamps  andd 
marines,  to  the  American  encampment.  In  the  fkii  mifhe 
on  Long-Ifland,  Lord  Stirling  and  Major-General  Sullivanj 
were  taken  prifoners  by  the  enemy  (the  latter  had  liberty  to 
go  to  Congrefs  upon  his  parole,  to  folicit  the  exchange  o£ 
himfelf  and  Lord  Stirling,  he  was  alfo  charged  with  a  mef-J 
fage  to  Congrefs  from  Lord  Howe)  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Parry,  of  the  Pennfylvania  mufquetry,  was  (hot  dead,  whilej 
animating  his  men.  The  number  of  Continentals  killed,* 
wounded  and  miffing,  is  ihort  of  500,  the  lofs.of  the  enemy^ 
is  eftimated  at  a  much  greater  number  :  840  faid  to  be  kill 
ed,  and  a  much  larger  number  wounded,  6^  prifoners 

Aug%  28.         The  Britiih  attacked  the  Continental  lines  on  the  Iiland 
but  were  repulfed. 

General  Wafhington,  from  the  movement  of  the  Britifh 
fleet,  fufpefted  their  intention  was  to  cut  off  the  communij 
cation  between  Long-Ifland  and  New-Yoi  k,  he  thereforej 
meditated  the  retreat   of  his  troops   from  thelfland,  and  oil 

Jtlt$L  20.     ne  undertook  and  accomplifhed  it  with  every  mark  of  genei 
ralffiip.     This  mafterly  retreat  he perfonally  conducted,  an 
went  over  to  the  Iiland  in  the  evening  of  this  day,  with  th 
boats  he  had  prepared  to  convey  his  troops  to  New-York. 

He  ordered  the  brigades  to  be  got  in  readinefs  to  march 
at  fuch  a  time,  but  they  knew  not  where  ;  and  with  fuch  fe 
crecy  was  it  conduced,  that  the  three  brigades  knew  no! 
where  each  other  went,  till   they  were  all  embarked,  witty 
their  baggage,   cannon  and  military  ftores,   the  laft  comin 
off  early  on  Friday  morning.     A  fog  favoured  their  evacu 
lion — it  was    made  undifcovered   by    the   Britiih,   and  t 

*  William  Alexander,  Efq.  of  the  New-Jerfy  forces.     1 
the  year  1755  he  attended  Gen.   Shirley  in  his  expedition  i 
Niagara  in  quality  of  Secretary.     He  laid  in  a  claim  to  tl 
title  of  Earl  of  Stirling,  his  anceflors  had  that  title,  and  Jjj 
giant  oj  Nova-Scctia,  anno  1621. 
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whole  Continental  force  was  landed  fafely  on  New-York.       1775. 
At  the  fame  time,  the  Continentals  evacuated  Governour's     * — v— ' 
Ifland    without   annoyance  from    the   enemy.      On   both 
iflands  were  left  only  fix  pieces  of  cannon. 

The  Britiih  on  Long  Ifland  opened  a  battery  and  began  Sept.  8. 
cannonade  on  the  fortifications  at  Hell-Gate,    which  was 
returned  with  fpirit. 

The  purport  of  Lord  Howe's*  meflage  to  Congrefs  by 
Gen.  Sullivan,  was,  "  That  his  Lordlhip  could  not  treat  with 
Congrefs  as  fuch,  yet  he  was  very  defirous  of  having  a  con. 
ference  with  fome  of  the  members  whom  he  would  confider 
at  that  time  only  as  private  gentlemen,  and  meet  them  him- 
felf  as  fuch,  in  fuch  place  as  they  mould  appoint,  &c. 

Upon  receiving  L*)rd  Howe's  meffage,  Congrefs  refolv- 
ed,  "That  Gen.  Sullivan  be  requefled  to  inform  his  Lord- 
ihip,  that  the   Congrefs   being    the   reprefentatives   of  the 
.free  and  independent  States  of  America,    could  not,  with 
jropriety,  fend  any  of  its  members  to  confer  with  his  Lord- 
hip  in  their  private  characters,   but   that,  ever  defirous  of 
eftablifhing  peace  upon  reafonable  terms,  they  would  fend  a 
committee  of  their  body  ro  know    whether  he  had  any  au- 
lority  to  treat  with  perfons  authorized  by  Congrefs -for  that 
purpofe,  in  behalf  of  America,  and  what  that  authority  was, 
and  to  hear  fuch- proportions  as  he  fhould  think  proper  to 
make  refpecling  the  fame.     "  In  compliance  with  the  above 
refolution,  Congrefs  made  choice  of  three  of  their  members 
for  the   purpofe   therein    mentioned,    viz.   Dr.  Benjamin 
Franklin,  of  Philadelphia,  John    Adams,  Efq.  of  Boflon, 
and   Edward  Rutledge,   Efq.    of  Charleston,  South-Caro- 
ina."      Thefe   gentleman   had   an    interview    with    Lord 
Howe    on    Staten-Ifland  ;    and     when     the     conference  SepU  11. 
was  over,  they  returned  to  Congrefs,  and  reported   the  con- 
verfation  they  had  with  him,  the  fubftance   of  which  is, 
I  That  his  Lordihip  entered  into  difcourfe   of  confiderable 
length,  but  it  contained  no  explicit  propofition  of  peace,  ex- 
cept one,  viz.  that  the  Colonies  fhould  return  to  their  alle- 
giance, and  obedience  to  the  government  of  Great-Britain, 
and  intimated,  that  upon  fuch  fubmiffion,  the  government  of 
Great-Britain  would  caufe  the  offenfive  acta  of  Parliament 
to  be  revifed,  and  the  inilruclions  to  Governours  to  be  re- 
confidered,  that  fo    if  any  juft   caufes  of  complaint   were 
found  in  the  acta,  or  any  errors  in  government    were  per- 
ceived to  have  crept  into  the  inftruciions,    they    might  be 
amended  or  withdrawn."     The  Gjmmittee  gave  it  as  their 
opinion  fo  his  Lordihip,  "  that  a  return  to  the  domination  of 
Great-Britain  was  not  now  to  be  expected — they  mentioned 
their  petitions  being  treated  with  contempt,  and  with  addi- 
tional injuries — their  patience — that  it  was  not  till  the   laft 
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aft  of  Parliament  which  declared  war  againft  us,  and  put  us 
out  of  the  King's  protection,  that  we  declared  our  inde- 
pendence, which  had  been  called  for  by  the  people  of  the 
Colonies  in  general,  and  approved  of  by  every  Colony  who 
now  confidered  themfelves  as  independent  States  ;  and  were 
fettling  or  had  fettled  their  governments  accordingly.  So* 
that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  Congrefs,  to  agree  for  them, 
that  they  fhould  return  to  their  former  dependent  flate. 
That  his  Lordfhip  might  foqner  obtain  frefh  powers  from 
Britain,  than  powers  could  be  obtained  by  Congrefs,  from 
the  feveral  States,  to  confent  to  a  fubmiflion."  His  Lordfhip 
then  faying,  "  That  he  was  forry  to  find  that  no  accommo- 
dation was  like  to  take  place,"  put  an  end  to  the  confer-' 
ence. 

It  did  not  appear  to  the  committee  (as  they  reported)  that 
his  Lordfhip's  commiflion  contained  any  other  authority  of 
importance  than  what  is  expreffed  in  the  acl  of  Parliament,- 
viz.  "  That  of  granting  pardons,  with  fuch  exceptions  as  the  j 
commiflioners  fhould  think  proper  to  make.     And  of  deciar- 1 
ing  America,  or  any  part  ol  it,  in  the  King's  peace,  upon  fub- 1 
million  ;  "  For  as  to  the  power  of  enquiring  into  the  flate  of  t 
America,  which  his  Lordfhip  mentioned  to  them,  and  of  con-  j 
ferring  and  confuhing  with  any  perfons  the  Commiflioners 
might  think  proper,  and  reprefenting  the  refult  of  fuch  con- 
verlation  to  the  miniflry,  who,  provided  the  Colonies  would 
fubje£t,  themfelves,  might  after   alJ,  Or  might  not,  at  their 
pleafure,  make  any  alteration  in   the  former  inft.ru6t.ions  to 
Governours,  or  propofe  in  Parliament  any  amendment  of 
the  a&s  complained  of.    They  apprehended  any  expectations 
from  the  efTecls  of  fuch  a  power,  would  have  been  too  uncer- 
tain and  precarious  to  be  relied  on  by  America,  had  fhe  ftill 
continued  in  her  flate  of  dependence. 

$ebt.  1 5.  ®n  Sunday  morning,  a  large  body  of  the  Britifh  troops 
landed  at  Haerlem  eight  miles  eafl  of,  New- York  city,  and 
at  Turtle-bay,  on  the  fame  fide,  four  miles  nearer. 

General  Waihington  having  concluded  to  abandon  the 
city  as  it  was  not  tenable,  his  troops  had  orders  to  retreat  as 
far  as  Mount  Wafhington,  and  there  to  make  a  Hand.  Gen- 
eral Howe's  army  then  took  poffeflion  of  the  city.  Theyj 
efTecled  this  under  a  heavy  cannonade  of  their  fhipping,  andj 
with  a  defign  to  cut  off  the  Continental  troops  in  the  city, 
under  General  Putnam  ;  but  they  efcaped,  and  marched  tOj 
the  wefl  fide  of  the  ifland,  and  joined  the  main  body,  about 
nine  miles  above  the  citv. 

Sept.  10.  ^e  Britifh  Commiflioners  finding  it  was  the  opinion  of 
the  Committee  of  Congrefs,  that  the  United  States  could  noti 
relinquifh  the  independency    they  had  lately   proclaimed, 

rilinmrif^H     triPir    Apr  laratinn     tr\     tVi*»    nnh  nhtt.ivti  t    nt    lnrap     in 


the  American    War.  77 

arhich  they  recommend  to  them  "  To  refleft  ferioufly  upon  1776* 
heir  prefent  conduct  and  expectations,  and  to  judge  for  v  y»  * 
hemfelves,  whether  it  is  more  confiftent  with  their  hon- 
)ur  and  happinefs,  to  offer  up  their  lives  as  a  facrifice  to  the 
mjuft  and  precarious  caufe  in  which  they  are  engaged,  or  to 
eturn  to  the  allegiance,  accept  the  bleflings  of  peace,  and  be 
ecured  in  the  free  enjoyment   of  their  liberties,  and  prop- 

:ies." 

The  declaration  had  no  effecl:  with  the  people  at  large. 
Their  delegates  in  Congrefs  had  already  recommended  the 
he  bell  means  they  could  devife,  for  the  fafety  and  future 
jrofperity  of  the  States.  And  the  people  had  no  difpofition 
o  counteract  their  refolves  and  declarations ;  but  on  the  con- 
rary,  heartily  adopted  them,  and  a&ed  conformably  thereto. 
They  could  not  give  up  their  freedom,  and  return  to  that 
[ubmiffion  and  allegiance,  which  the  Kings  CommifTioners 
held  up  to  them  as  the  condition  of  peace. 

The  next  day  after  the  Commiffioners  had  publilhed  their  Sept.  20. 
leclaration,  and  five  davs  after  the  Briiifh  had  taken  poffef- 
on  of  the  cityol  New-York,  a  fire  broke  out  in  that  capital, 
which   contained   fome  of  its  moil   fupeib  buildings,  and 
raged  with  great  violence. 

By  a  flag  that  came  to  General  Wafhington's  lines  a  few 
iays  after,  they  had  information  that  fome  perfons  who  were 
(u(pe£ted  of  being  American  emifaries,  had  occafioned  this 
dilaiter,  that  they  had  been  cruelly  treated  by  the  enemy, 
only  on  bare  fufpicion. 

The  Continentals  made  an  attempt  to  furprize  a  guard  Sept,  23. 
of  the  enemy  on  Montrefor's  Ifland,  in  which  a  promifing 
young  officer.  Major  Thomas  Henley  (a  native  of  charlef- 
town,  Maffachufetts)  was  killed  ;  his  aclivity  and  zeal  for 
the  fervice  is  applauded,  which  engaged  him  to  pufh  forward 
n  the  firftand  only  boat  that  landed  his  men,  the  others 
having  failed  in  duty,  and  probably  prevented  their  fuccefs. 
The  Cherokee  and  Creek  Indians  began  about  this  time  to 
be  troublefome  to  the  Southern  States  of  Georgia  and 
South-Carolina,  infligated  thereto,  it  was  flrongly  fufpetl- 
ed,  by  the  King's  fuperintendant  of  Indian  affairs  ;  but  they 
paid  dearly  for  it,  fome  of  the  Cherokee  towns  were  deflroy- 
ed  by  the  Carolinians,  andmany  Indians  captivated  and  killed. 
A  peace  was  afterwards  concluded,  upon  their  ceding  a 
confiderable  tract  of  land  to  the  State  of  South-Carolina. 

The  troops  raifed  in  the  feveral  States,  and  which  com- 
pofed  the  Continental  army,  were  enlifted  only  for  a  cer- 
tain number  of  months.  At  the  expiration  of  which, 
they  were  difcharged  and  new  enliflments  made.  This 
method  being  found  to   be  very  injurious  to  the  fervice, 
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Congrefs  refolved  M  to  raife  a  Jianding  army,  to  confift  o 
about  feventy-five  thou fand  men,  to  ferve  for  the  term  o 
three  years,  or  during  the  war." 

Their  refpe&ive  quotas  to  be  as  follows,  viz. 

Bait's.  .Bait's 

New-Hampfhire  3     Delaware  * 

Maffachufetts  15     Maryland  8 

Rhode-Ifland  2     Virginia  15 

Connecticut  8     North-Carolina     9 

New-York  4     South-Carolina    6 

New-Jerfey  4     Georgia  1 

Pennfylvania  12. 

And  as  an  encouragement  to  engage  in  the  fervice,  befidei 
Sept,  a  DOunty  of  twenty  dollars  for  each  man,  over  and  above 
their  wages,  and  allowance  of  rations,  they  were  to  hav( 
lands  bellowed  on  them,  at  the  conculfion  of  the  war.  This 
officers,  in  proportion  to  their  refpe&ive  ranks,  from  five  hun« 
dred  to  two  hundred  acres,  and  the  non-commiflion  officer! 
and  foldiers,  one  hundred  acres  each.*  Thefe  lands  to  b< 
provided  by  the  United  States,  and  the  expenfe  borne  b) 
them,  as  the  other  expenfes  of  the  war.  Their  pay  to  be  a: 
follows : 

Dollars. 

A  Colonel,  per  month 

Lieutenant  Colonel 

Major 

Chaplain 

Surgeon 

Surgeon's  Mate 

Adjutant 

Quarter-Mafter 

Regiment  Pay-Mafler 

Captain 

Lieutenant 

Enfign 

Serjeant-Major 

Quarter- Mailer-Serjeant 

Drum- Major 

File-Major 

Serjeant 

Corporal 

Drummer  and  Fifer 

Privates 

*  By  an  after  refofoe,  Congrefs  extended  the  donation  oj 
lands  to  general  officers,  viz.  a  Major-Generat  1100  acres] 
a  Brigadier -General  7 50  acres. 
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The  two  Continental  Generals  taken  on  Long-Ifland, 
j\z.  Major  General  Sullivan  and,  Lord  Stirling,  returned 
o  the  American  camp,  being  exchanged  for  General  Prel- 
ott,  taken  at  St.  John's,  and  Governour  Mountfort  Browne, 
£fq.  of  New-Providence. 

The  plan  of  afianding  army  being  fettled  by  Congrefs, 
he  ftate  of  the  Continental  paper  currency  came  under 
eir  confederation.  To  fupport  the  credit  of  it,  and  flop  the 
depreciation,  which  was  the  confequenceot  the  large  fums 
filled,  they  determined  to  make  no  more  emiffions  for  a 
ime  ;  and  as  the  means  to  anfwer  the  exigencies  of  ihe  States, 
hey  propofed  to  borrow  money  of  the  poffeffors,  on  inter- 
ill,  for  which  purpofe  they  pafled  the  following  refolves,  viz. 
"That  five  millions  of  Continental  dollars  be  immediate- 
borrowed  •foruie  of  the  United  States  of  America,  at  the 
annual  inter*!  of  four  per  cent.* 

"  That  the  faith  of  the  United  States  be  pledged  to  the 
lenders,  for  the  payment  of  the  fums  to  be  borrowed,  and 
he  i'nterefr.  arifing  thereon.  That  a  certificatef  be  given  to 
he  lender  witnefled  by  the  Continental  Treafurer,  and  coun- 
erfigned  by  the  Commiffioner  of  the  office  who  receives  it. 
"  That  for  the  convenience  of  the  lenders,  Loan  Offices 
be  eftablifhed  in  each  of  the  United  States,  and  a  Commif- 
fioner to  fuperintend  faid  office,  be  appointed  by  the  faid 
States  refpeclively,  who  are  to  be  refponfible  for  the  faithful 
difcharge  of  their  duties  in  faid  offices;  faid  Commiffioners 
to  be  entitled  to  receive  one  eighth  per  cent,  on  all  monies 
which  mall  be  brought  to  their  refpe6live  offices,  &c. 

Behdes  the  troops  left  at  Ticonderoga,  in  June  laft,  un-  Ocl.  12, 
der  Major-General  Gates;  Brigadier-General  Arnold,  and 
General  Waterbury  had  command  of  a  fleet  of  Gondolas,  on 
Lake  Champlain,  and  on  the  11th  and  12th  of  this  month  had 
an  engagement  with  the  enemy  ;  and  in  a  fubfequent  battle, 
was  obliged  to  yield  to  fuperiour  force,  and  leave  them  maf- 
ters  of  the  lake. 

Major-General  Lee  having  returned  from  South-Caroli- 
na, he  joined  the  main  body  of  the  Continental  army,  at  their 
head  quarters  at  Haerlem. 

The  Britiih  regain   pofleflion  of  Crown  Point,  to  which    OB.  20, 
place  General  Carlton  repaired,  after  the  battle  on  the  lake. 

*-The  inter  ejl  was  afterwards  altered  to  fix  per  cent, 

+  Congress  refolved,  "  That  the  interejl  due  on  loan-office 
certificates  iffued  to  the  fir Jl  of  March  lyjy.fkall  be  paid  by 
bills  of  exchange  on  the  Commiffioners  of  the  States  in  Paris, 
at  the  rate  of  five  livresfor  one  Spanijh  milled  dollar ',  or  in 
Continental  tills,  at  the  option  of  the  lenders* 
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A  party  of  about  100  Tories,  commanded  by  Major  Rog- 
ers, in  a  fkirmifh  with  fome  Continentals,  were  entirely 
routed,  twenty  killed,  and  a  confiderable  number  taken  pris- 
oners. 
Oclober.  This  month  Congrefs  came  into  fome  refolutions  refpeft- 
ing  the  Continental  navy,  and  to  make  it  refpe&able,  they 
refolved,  "  That  no  private  (hips  or  veffels  of  war,  mer- 
chant fhips,  and  other  veffels  belonging  to  the  fubje&s  of 
thefe  States,  be  permitted  to  wear  pendants  when  in  compa- 
ny with  Continental  (hips  or  veffels  of  war,  without  leave 
from  the  commanders  thereof.  That  if  the  merchant  fhip 
or  veffel  tranfgrefs  in  this  refpecl:,  the  commander  of  the 
Continental  veffel  be  authorised  to  take  away  the  pendant 
from  the  offenders — and  that  if  any  private  veffel  of  war,  re- 
fufe  to  pay  the  refpecl:  due  to  the  Continental  mips,  the 
commander  for  refuting  fhali  lofe  his  commiffion — "  That 
the  rank  of  officers  be  the  fame  as  officers  of  fimilar  cora- 
miffions  in  the  land  force" — That  the  commanders,  officers, 
&c.  in  the  Continental  navy,  be  entitled  to  one  half  of  mer- 
chant-men, tranfports  and  ftore-fhips,  by  them  taken,  from 
and  after  thefirftday  of  November,  1776, and  that  they  be  en- 
titled to  the  whole  value  of  all  fhips  and  veffels  of  war,  be- 
longing to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  by  them  made  prize 
of,  and  all  privateers  authorized  by  his  Britanic  Majefty  to 
war  againft  thefe  States.  And  as  encouragement  to  ferve  in 
the  Continental  navy,  Congrefs  paffed  a  fubfequent 
Refolve,  "That  a  bounty  of  twenty  dollars  be  paid  to  the 
commander,  officers  and  men,  of  fuch  Continental  fhips  or 
veffels  of  war,  that  fhali  make  prize  of  any  Britifh  veffels  of 
war,  for  every  cannon  mounted  onboard  fuch  prize  at  the 
time  of  fuch  capture,  and  eight  dollars  per  head,  for  every 
man  then  on  board  and  belonging  to  fuch  prize.* 

General  Burgoyne  having  withdiawn  the  troops  that  had 
for  a  fhort  fpace  occupied  Lake  Champlain,  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood. About  the  middle  of  November,  Sir  Guy  Carl- 
ton, alfo,  with  the  whole  force  he  had  at  Crown  Point,  quit- 
ted it,  and  General  Gates  informed  Congrefs,  that  he  had 
fent  a  detachment  to  beat  up  the  enemy's  quarters  at  their 
advanced  polls,  but  found  they  had  abandoned  them. 

A  letter  of  this  date,  from  General  Howe  to  Lord  George 
Germaine,  gives  the  following  account  of  the  movements  of 
his  army,  after  they  landed  on  New-York,  to  this  tyne. 

*  By  order  oj 'Congrefs ,  the  flags  of  the  United  States  are 
thirteen  Jlr ipes,  alternately  red  and  white  ;  and  their  union, 
thirteen ijiars,  white  in  a  blue  field,  reprefenting  a  new  confleU 
lation. 
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"  He  attempted  (he  fays)  to  open  the  principal  communi-  1776. 
cation  to  Connecticut,  and  to  force  the  Continental  troops  v__^> 
from  thepoft  they  occupied  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kings- 
bridge,  and  iri  profecution  of  this  plan,  his  troops  paiTed  with 
their  boats,through  Hell-Gate,  taking  the  advantage  of  a  thick 
log  to  prevent  difcovery,  and  the  12th  of  October  landed  on 
Frog-neck,  near  the  town  Of  Weft-Chefter,  a  frigate  being 
placed  to  cover  the  defcent. 

M  Lieutenant  General  Earl  Piercy  remained, with  two  brig- 
ades, of  Britifh,  and  one  of  Heffians,  in  the  lines  near 
Haerlem,  to  cover  New-York  [city.]'  They  remained  in 
this  fituation  five  days,  waiting  for  ftores  and  provifions. 
They  then  re-embarked.  A  part. palled  round  Frog-Neck, 
and  landed  at  Pitt's -Point,  the  mouth  of  the  river.  The 
main  body  then,  croffed  over  to  the  fame  place,  on  the  creek, 
opofite  to  Eaft-Chefter5andapart  advanced  neartoRochelle. 
On  their  march  to  this  ground  a  ikirmiih  enfued.  The 
21ft  of  Oftober,  the  right  and  center  of  his  army  moved  to 
the  northward  of  Rochell,  on  the  road  to  White-Plains, 
leaving  Lieutenant  General  de  Hei/ter,  toocupy  the  former 
ground.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Rogers,  with  his  corps  of  Ran- 
gers, were  fent.to  take  poffeffron  of  Mare-Neck.  Upon  thefe 
movements  General  Wafhington  detached  a  corps  to  White- 
Plains,  and  moved  his  army  from  their  ftation  at  Kings- 
bridge,  extending  their  force  behind  the  Brunx,  from  Valen- 
tine hills  to  White-Plains,  in  detached  camps,  covering  the 
upper  communication  with  Connecticut,  and  the  road  along 
the  North  River.  His  (Howe's)  army  then  moved,  the 
28th,  on  to  White-Plains,  in  two  columns,  commanded  by  NovJ 
Lieutenant  Generals  Clinton,  and  de  Heifler  (the  latter  being 
ordered  from  his  former  poll,  to  join  the  main  body)  Lieu- 
tenant General  Kniphaufen  having  eftablifhed  his  poft,  on 
the  York  fide  of  King's-bridge,  within  cannon-fhot  of  Fort' 
Wafliington.  This  poft,  with  Fort- Lee,  on  the  oppofite  fhore 
of  Jerfey,  kept  the  command  of  the  navigation  of  the  North 
River,  and  barred  the  communication  with  New-York,  by- 
land.  They  prepared  to  attack  it,  and  with  thirty  boats, 
palled  the  North  River  on  the  flight  of  the  14th  of  November, 
and  on  the  15th,  in  the  evening,  Adjutant-General  Paterfon 
was  fent  to  fummons  Fort  Wafhington  to  furrender.  Fort- 
Lee  was  the  next  object,  for  the  entire  command  of  North  Riv- 
er, and  a  ready  road  to  penetrate  the  Jerfi~s.  It  was  taken 
by  Lord  Cornwallis,  who  advanced  with  the  main  body,  and 
on  the  24th  of  November,  took  poiTeffion  of  Newark  [in 
the  Jerfies."] 

The  Continental  accounts  furnifh  the  following  particulars, 
relative  to  the  contents  of  General  Hcwe's  letter. 
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"  About  the  middle  of  October,  the   Britifh  troops  that 
were  landed  at  Frog's-Point,  about  eighteen  miles  S.  E.  of! 
New-York  bridge,  pufhed  forward  with  great  expedition; 
towards  the  bridge  leading  from  the  point  to  tire  main.    But 
a  body  of  Continental  rifle  men  being  ftatione*  near  it,  took 
up  the   bridge,  and  impeded  their  progrefs.     The  Britifh 
were  reinforced,  and  a  large  body  was  landed  at  Rodman's- 
Point.     Major   General  Lee  fent  a  fmall  party   to  attack* 
them,    and  to  retreat  back  to  the  place  where  he  was,  wkh| 
a  large  body  in  the  front,  and  another  in  a  flanking   party  ;.a 
they  obeyed  the  orders  of  the  General,  and  the  enemy  fol- 
lowed them  till  they  came  within  fifty   yards  of  General 
Lee,  till  then   undiscovered  ;  his  troops  gave  them  a  very 
heavy  fire,  which  put  them  into  confufion  ;  upon  which  the: 
flanking  party  played  upon  them  fo  warmly,  that  they  only 
gave  one  or  two  fires  and  retreated.     This  is  probably  the 
fkirmifh  Genera4  Howe  mentions  they  had  in  their  way   to- 
£aft-Chefter  and  Rocheile.     General  Howe's   main  body 
at  Eaft-Cheiler,  extended  towards  Conneclicut,as  far  as  New 
Rocheile,  making  a  formidable  front,  of  feveral  miles   in. 
length  on  the  found,  attempting  to  outflank  General  Wafh- 
ington.    Some  of  their  fmall  parties  advanced  as  far  as  Mare 
Neck — the  two  armies  at  this  time  about  two  miles  diftant 
from  each   other — York-I/Iand,   flill  in   poffeflion   of  the 
Continental  troops,  with  a  garrifon  under  General  Putnam 
The  enemy   having  advanced  in  great  numbers,  near  rb 
White-Plains .*     General  Lee,  with  a  body  of  Continentals^ 
were  detached  to  attack  them.     They   fought  fmartly  for 
about  an  hour,  in  which  time-one  hundred  and  fifty  of  his 
men  were  killed  and  wounded — and  a  conftderable   number 
of  the  enemy  fell  in  the  a&ion.     An  eminence   near,  and  ; 
N.  W.  of  White-Plains,   was  difputed,   and  at  laft  parted 
with,  at  a  Bunker-hill  price. 

The  lofs  of  the  Britifh  at  White-Plains  and  near'it,  by  \ 
their  own  account,  is  three  hundred  and  fifty  killed,  four 
hundred  and  feventy  wounded,  two  hundred  taken  prifoners.  | 
As  the  ground  near  the  centre  of  this  town  was  overlooked  by 
adjacent  hills,  the  troops  oca*  ying  it  were  infecure.  The 
Continental  Generals  therefore  jirew  offmoft  of  their  troops 
from  the  lines  there.  , 

The  Britifh  that  were  encamped  there,  (truck  their  tents 
and  removed.  Some  prifoners,  and  two  baggage  waggons, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Continentals  on  their  retiring  from 
that  place. 

*  About  thirty  miles  frwi  New  JY or  k  city. 
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Fort-Wafhington,  on   the  ifland   of  New-York,  which      1776. 
had  been  attempted  twice  before,  was  now  reduced  by  the     ^—^»J 
Britifh,     T&  Heffians  began  the  attack,  and  approached  the 
lines,  within  point  blank  Thot,1  when  they  fuffered  greatly, 
being  cut  down  in  whole  ranks  by  the  defenders,  but  they 
being  fupported  by  a  body  of  Britifh,  and  the  place  from 
which  the  garrifon  had  been  fupplied  with  water,  being  in 
poffeffion  of  the  enemy,  the  befieged  found  the  fort  was  not      Nov. 
capable  of  defence,  and  the  beflegers  refufing  the  terms  of- 
fered by  Colonel  Magaw,   he  was  obliged  to  furrender  at 
difcretion  on  the  l^th  of  November.    The  enemy's  account 
o?  their  lofs  in  attacking  the  lines*  was  900  killed  ;  another 
account  fays  1500  wounded  ;  alfo,  the  garrifon  had  400  kil- 
led, and  1600  made  prifoners,  being  their  whole  number. 

After  this  bufinefs  was  accomplished,  the  Britifh  landed  a 
large  body  of  troops  on  the  Jerfey-fhore,  and  proceeded  to 
Fort- Lee,  oppofite  Fort-Wafhington,  which  not  being  tena- 
ble, and  (as  aperfon  then  on  the  ipot  related)  the  Continen- 
tals were  exceedingly  cramped ,  the  place  being  on  a  narrow 
neck  of  land,  between  North  River,  and  the  Hackinfack,and 
their  force  inconsiderable.  Major-Generai  Greene  who  com- 
manded there,  thought  proper  to  withdraw  and  abandon  the 
Fort,  the  20th  of  the  month,  when  it  fell  into  the  hands  of 
Lord  Cornwallis.* 

The  royal  army  having  now  entered  the  Jerfles,  an  aftion 
took  place  the  28th  of  the  fame  month,  between  fome  of  the 
ennfylvania  militia,  and  a  body  of  the  enemy,  who  were  re- 
peatedly repulfed,  in  attempting  to  crofs  the  river  at  Aquin- 
ac-bridge, 

Congrefs  came  into  a  refolution  to  fet  on  foot  a  Lottery, 
for  the  purpofe  of  raifmg  a  fum  of  money  for  the  ufe  of  the  Nov, 
United  American  States,  to  bear  an  annual  intereft  of  four 
per  cent,  to  be  applied  for  carrying  on  the  neceffary  war. 
Agreeably  to  the  fcheme,  the  Lottery  confifted  of  four  clafles, 
of  one  hundred  thoufand  tickets  each,  fubjecl;  to  a  deduction 
of  fifteen  per  cent,  at  the  price  of  ten,  twenty,  thirty,  forty 
dollars  for  a  ticket  in  each  clafs.  The  higheft  prizes,  ten 
thoufand,  twenty  thoufand,  thirty  thoufand  dollars,  and  the 
fourth  and  laft  clafs,  fifty  thoufand  dollars ;  and  not  one 
blank  dpd  an  half  to  a  prize.  The  fortunate  adventurers, 
who  mould  draw  more  than  thirty  or  forty  dollars,  in  the 
jfh -ft,  kcond  and  third  claffes,  were  to  receive  a  treafury  bank 
note,  payable  at  the  end  of  five  years,  and  an  annual  inter- 
eft of  four  per  cent — the  drawers  of  fifty  dollars  ini  he  fourth 

*  Before,  they  abandoned  the  fort ,  they  killed  of  the  enemy. 
ty\  and  wounded  i'tirix-five. 
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1776.     clafs  to  receive  their  money  immediately,  without  any  de-sj  ft* 
«^y — >    duftion ;  and  all  who  drew    more,  to   have  bank    treafury 
notes  without  deduction — the  intereft  to   compaence   from 
the  laft  day  of  drawing.  J  bi 

December.  This  month  is  replete  with  many  memorable  events,  le 
General  Howe  having  formed  a  defign  to  make  a  defcent  o; 
on  Rhode -IJland  State,  detached  a  part  01  his  force,  the  firfj;  1  ir; 
of  this  month,  to  gain  pofleffion  of  Newport  Ifland,  the  cap-  J  \ 
ita^.  win 

Commodore  Sir  Peter  Parker,  having   with   him   about 
feventy  fail  of  tranfports,  arrived  in  Newport  harbour,  eight  fino 
days  after.     The  troops    were  landed   under   direction  of  j  ur 
Captain  Caulfield  (of  the  Commodore's  (hip,  who  had  com- 
mand of  the  flat-boats.)     He    immediately   took  pofTeflion 
of  the  Ifland,  no  refinance  being  made — many    ot  the  in- 
habitants being   loyalifis,    received   them  gladly.     General 
Clinton,    Earl   Piercy,    Major-General    Prefcot   and  Lord  Jrj 
"William  Campbell,  were  on  this  expedition.     The  number 
of  troops  was  between  five  and  fix  thoufand,  among  whom  .1 
were  fome  light  horfe,  a  number  of  Heffians,  &c.  ;jwj 

A  large  body  of  militia  were  collected  at  Providence,  and  [ 
the  towns  adjacent,  to  prevent  their  penetrating  the  main,  if  |  j 
they  had  attempted  it. 
December.      The  affairs  of  the  United  States  at  this  period,  wore  a  dif- 
couraging  afpecL     Major-General  Gates  had  not  yet  re- 
turned from  the  northern  department,  and  Major- Genera}  jL 
Lee,  with  a  divifion  of  Continentals,  was  at  Morriftown  at  a  ||3 
diftance  from  the  American  camp.     The  Continental  troops 
were  now  reduced  to  a  final  I  number,  the  time  of  the  enlilt- 
ment  of  the  greater  part  had  expired,  and  they  could  not  be 
prevailed  on  to  continue  till  their  places  could  be  fupplied 
with  new  levies ;    thefe  circ.u.m dances  were  not  unknown  to 
the  enemy.  Their  late  fu.ccefs,at  Fort-Wafhington  and  Lee,  J 
and  at  Newport,  together  with  the  prefem  flate  of  the  Conti 
nental  army,    and   their  haying   got   poifeflion   of  Brunf-  \ 
wick,  in  the  Jerfitrs,  gave  them  the  molt  flattering  profpecfs  J 
of  accomplilhing  their  defjgns,  and  vanquilhing  the  Conti-r 
nental  forces.     General  Wathington  thought  proper  now  to 
retire  from  the  Hackinfack.     Howe's  troops  made  a  forced 
march  to  come  up  with  the  Continetals ;  they  had  got  within 
two  miles  of  Princetown,  when  Lord  Stirling  began  his  re-, 
treat.     General  Wafhington,  finding  he  could  not  maintain  '1 
his  ground  in  the  Jerfies,  with  his  little  army,  he  prudently  .lte 
determined  to  crofs  the  Delaware.     Boats  from  every  quar- 
ter  were  provided,  and  the  Continental  troops  and  ftores  con- 
veyed over  the  Delaware. 

General  XVafhington  taking  his  quarters  within  a  mile  of 
the  river,  it  was  the  defign   ot   General  Howe  to  have  pur- 
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ued  them  with  his  troops,  and  entirely  to  rout  and  break  up      1776. 
le  Continental  army,  but  was  prevented  from  the  purfuit,    *    y«  J 
y  the  precaution  of  General  Wafhington,  who,  upon  leaving 
le  Jerfies,  had  ordered  all  the  boats  left  on  that  fhore  to  be 
eftroyed.     General  Howe,  in  a  letter  to  Lord  George  Ger- 
saine,  of  the  aoth  of  this  month,  informs  him,  "  that  the 
rft  divifion  of  his  troops  advancing  to  Trenton,  reached  the 
)elaware  foon  after  General  Washington's  rear  guard  had  December, 
rolled  it."  The  royalifts   could  proceed  no  farther. 

The  royalifts  being  informed  that  General  Lee  was  at  a  Dec,  13. 
oufe  in  Bafkenridge,  in  New-Jerfey,  three  or  tour  miles  dif- 
nt  from  his  corps.  Colonel  Harcourt  was  fent  with  a  de- 
jchment  of  dragoons.  They  having  arrived  at  the  houfe, 
red  a  great  number  of  fhot  into  it,  and  the  General  finding 
o  means  of  efcape,  furrendered  himfelf  to  the  party. 

They  mounted  him  on  a  horfe,  and  rode  off  with  him  in 
riumph,  and  in  fuch  hafte,  they  could  not  allow  him  time  to 
et  his  cloak  and  hat,  and  conveyed  him  to  New-York.* 

From  Colonel  Woodford's  account  of  an  aftion  he  had 
vith  a  party  of  the  royalifts,  near  the  Great-Bridge,  WiU 
iamfburgh,  Virginia,  the  following  is  collected  :    A  defert- 

fays  the  Colonel,  has  completely   taken  in  his   Lordfhip  Dec,  1$» 
Cornwallis.)     He  informed  them  that  not  more  than   three 
undred  fhirtmen  (riflemen)  were  there. 

Captain  Leflie  with  all  the  regulars,  about  two  hundred, 
vas  difpatched,  with  about  three  hundred  black  and  white 
laves,  and  croffed  the  bridge  in  the  morning,  when  the  Col-  • 
►nel's  men  had  juft  got  under  arms.  Lieutenant  Batfet 
:ommandedthe  advanced  party,  and  Captain  Fordyce,  of  the 
grenadiers,  led  the  van  with  his  company,  and  had  the  mif- 
ortune  to  fall  in  the  aftion  which  enfued — who  for  his  con- 
luft  and  bravery  (the  Colonel  fays)  deferved  a  better  fate, 
is  well  as  the  brave  fellows  who  fell  with  him,  who  behav- 

d  like  heroes. 

They  marched  up  to  the  bread  works  with  fixed  bayon- 
jts,but  the  fire  againft  them  was  fo  well  directed,  as  to  oc- 
:afion  great  carnage  amongft  them.  None  of  the  blacks  in 
he  rear  with  Lieutenant  Leflie  advanced  further  than  the 
>ridge,  near  which  they  had  a  fort.  Colonel  Woodford's 
/ifctory  was  complete.  The  enemy  carried  off  their  dead 
Unci  wounded,  and  two  pieces  of  cannon,  under  cover  of  the 
runs  of  the  fort.     Colonel  Woodford  took  prifoner  Lieu- 

enant  Batfet,  the  commander,  and fixteen  privates, all  wound- 

d,  thirty- five  ftand  of  arms,  and  accoutrements,  three  of- 

icers'  fufees,  powder,  ball  cartridges,  &c. 

*  There  he  remained  till  March  or  April,  1778,  when  he 
was  exchanged  for  General  Pref'cott.  taken  at  Newport, 
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This,  the  Colonel  fays,  was  a  fecond  Bunker-hill  affair 
in  miniature,  with  this  difference,  that  we  kept  ourpoft,  anc 
had  only  one  man  wounded  in  the  hand. 

The  royal  army  now  in  poffeffion  of  the  Jerfies,  wen 
fcattered  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  occupied  many  oi 
the  towns-^-flufhed  with  their  late  fucceiTes,- and  anticipating 
the  total  deflru&ion  oi  the  Continental  army — but  a  fur- 
prifing  reverfe  of  fortune  we  mall  prefently  fee  takes  place 
December.  Lord  Cornwallis  went  to  New- York  with  a  -defign,  it  was 
faid,  to  embark  for  England;  and  Major-General  Vaughan 
had  command  of  the  trqops  in  the  Jerfies.  A  writer,  be- 
fore  cited,  takes  notice  of  the  retreat  over  the  Delaware,  and 
fays,  "  That  both  officers  and  men,  though  greatly  harrafTed  2I 
and  fatigued,  frequently  without  reft,  covering,  or  provifion 
(the  inevitable  confequences  of  a  long  retreat)  bore  it  with  '" 
a  martial  and  manly  fpirit,  all  their  wifhes  were  one, 
which  was  that  the  country  would  turn  out,  and  help  then} 
to  drive  the  enemy  back."  He  then  applies  to  General 
Wafhington,  a  remark  of  Voltaire's,  on  King  William,  ™ 
"  "  That  he  never  appeared  to  full  advantage,  but  in  difficult- 
ies and  in  aclion."  The  application  of  this  remark  will  be  e| 
allowed  to  be  juft,  if  the. critical  fitu-ation  of  the  America^ 
General,  is  taken  into  view,  and  the  wifdom  and  magna* 
nimity  he  difcovercd^at  this  very  important  crifis. 

The  Villagers  in  the  Jerfies  iuffered  greatly  by  the  ene- 
my's troops,  ravaging,  plundering,and  offering  great  uidecerrtj 
cies  to  the  female  inhabitants.  The  following  is  related  witrt 
fuch  cir'cumfiances  as  to  gain  full  credit :  "  A  farmer  neal 
Woodbridge,  hearing  the  cries  of  his  daughter,  ruihed  intqj 
the  room,  and  found  an  Helium  officer  attempting  to  raviflj 
her,  in  a  fit  of  rage  he  killed  the  officer ;  but  the  poor  mart 
was  ungeneroufly  wounded  by  the  officer's  party  who  camel 
up  foon  alter."* 

Dec,  19.       The  King's  Commiffioners,  at  New-York,  now  tried  thd 
force  of  another  proclamation,  which  this  day  made  ils  ap| 
pearance.    It  mentions  the  terms  on  which  they  would  grand 
pardons,  and  limits  the  time — -and  in  a  high  authoritativJ 
tone,  charges,  and  commands  all  who  were  aifembled  in  arrniP 
againft  his  Majefly,  to  difband — and  all  under  the  names  of 
General   or  Provincial  CongrelTes,  Committees,  Convent 'J 
tions,  &c.   to  defifl  from  their  treafonable  practices  and  rel '* 
linquifh  their  ufurped  power,  within  fixty   days  from   the!1' 
date  of  fhe  proclamation — and  to  fubfcribe  a  declaration  tor  ' 
remain  peaceably,  no^tto  take  up  arms,  nor  encourage  others 
Upon  compliance  with  the  above,  they  were  to  receive  a  ful 
and  free  pardon. 

*  William  Smith,  rf  Smith's  jar  m't  near  Woodbridge, 
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This  proclamation  had  no  effect — it  was  occafioned  by      1776*. 
ihe  apparently  forlorn  ftate  of  the  Continental  army  at  this    *    y^ 
ime.     The  States  were  not  confcious  of  any  treafon  they  December^ 
iad  been  guilty  of,  unlefs  defending  their  liberties  and  prop- 
erties, againft  invafion,  could  be  deemed  fuch;  be  fides,  the 
iroclamation  proceeded  from  an  authority,  the  whole  conti- 
incnt  had  already  abjured—- and  notwitbftanding  the  dark 
ppearances  on  the  fide  of  the  States,  they  trufting  in  the 
jftice  of  their  caufe— we  do  not  find  any  who  complied 
ruh  the  haughty  demand  of  the  proclamation. 

Congrefs  were  apprehenfive  that  the  royal  army  would 
ay  a  vifit  to  Philadelphia,  and  taking  into  conlideration  the 
digious  tenets  of  a  great  many  of  the  inhabitants  denomi- 
ated  Quakers,  which  would  not  allow  of  their  taking  up 
ms,  and  which  had  been  a  great  clog  to  the  military  oper- 
I  ^ions  of  the  Pennfylvanians — they  judged  it  proper  to  lay 
fore  the  people,  the  hazard  that  would  attend  the  fuccefs 
the  enemy,  and  getting  into  their  capital ;  for  this  purpofe 
ongrefs  ordered  hand-bills  to  be  ftruck  off,  and  circulated 
trough  the  State,  to  roufe  them  to  a  fenfe  of  their  danger, 
id  the  defence  of  their  property,  and  to  convince  the  Conti- 
pit  that  one  fpirit  acluated  the  whole. 
This  addrefs  had  a  good  effect  in  the  fouthem  States,  they 
pre  excited  thereby  to  more  vigorous  exertions. 
The  Philadelphians  at  this  crifis,  thought  it  prudent  tofuf- 
nd  their  private  bufinefs,  fecure  their  effects,  and  provide 
■  their  common  fafety.  Congrefs  removed  to  Baltimore 
the  State  of  Maryland,  about  120  miles  below  Philadel» 
ia.)         And  ' 

General  Washington  entered  upon  the  execution  of  a 
y  important  plan,  andalmofta  defperate  one,  to  check  the 
ended  progrefs  of  the  enemy,,  and  to  raife  the  fpirits  of 
ittle  army.     This  celebrated  General,  had  not,  at  this 
clure,  under  his  immediate  command,  more  than  2,500, 
3000  men,  to  oppofe  a  victorious  army,  of  thrice  the  num- 
yet   with  this  handful  of  men,he  baffled   the  defigns 
Howe's  large  army,  and   prevented  his  carrying   them 
o  effect  at  this  time,  by  a  judiciousand  well    timed   raa- 
uvre. 

n  advanced  party  of  the  enemy  being  quartered  at  Tren- 

,  General  Wafhington  concerted  a  plan  to  furprife  them, 

'  in  order  to  accomplifh  it,  he  re-croffed  the  Delaware, 

landed  on  the  Jerfey  ihore,  early  in  the  morning,  of  the 

h  of  this  month,  with  about  twenty-four  hundred  men,* 

An  intelligent  officer,  who  was  in  the  aclion,  informed 
compiler  of  this    Journal,  there  was  2250,  of   which 
j6co  were  Continental  regulars. 
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1776.  among  whom  were  fome  companies  of  artillery,  with  eigh- 
*  V  *  teen  field  pieces :  They  formed  into  two  di  virions ;  the  one 
Dec.  26.  commanded  by  Major-General  Sullivan,  the  other  by  MajorJ 
General  Greene,  and  the  whole,  by  his  Excellency  Generaf 
Washington.  The  attack  began  at  feven  o'clock,  by  th* 
vanguard  of  Sullivan's  divifion,  who  attacked  the  Heffian 
advanced  guard,  about  a  mile  from  the  town,  which  the) 
foon  drove,  when  the  whole  pufhed,  with  the  utmoft  vig, 
our,  for  the  town,  which  they  immediately  entered.  Gen* 
cral  Greene's  divifion  attacked  the  town  on  the  other  fide,  ai 
the  fame  time  ;  fifteen  minutes  decided  the  aclion  in  favoiij 
of  the  Continentals,  and  the  enemy  threw  down  their  armS » 
The  Continental  troops,  finding  many  of  their  guns  would 
not  go  off,  owing  to  their  being  expofed  to  a  violent  ftort^ 
of  fnow  and  rain,  for  fix  hours,  they  charged  their  bayonets 
and  giving  three  cheers,  rulhed  with  impetuofity  on  th« 
Heflians. 

By  General  Washington's  account  to  Congrefs,  ".th( 
royal  force  at  Trenton  were,  three  HelTian  battallions,  vi^ 
JLandfpatch,  Kniphaufen,  and  Rahl,  and  a  party  of  Britil 
light  horfe,  all  underthecommad  of  Colonel  Rahl,  who  died( 
his  wounds  foon  after  the  aclion."  ,  Fifty  were  killed  and  91 
made  prifoners,  among  whom  were  30  Cornmiflion  ofif 
cers.*  The  Continentals  alfo  gained  fix  brafs  cannon  (tw 
of  them  12  pounders)  1200  {mail  arms,  feven  flandards,  ai 
other  trophies,  a  large  quantity  of  military  mufic,  bagga 
&c.  &c.  On  the  fide  of  the  Continentals  not  more  thai 
20  were  killed  and  wounded. 

General  Waihington  gave  the  Heflians  all  their  baggag 
and  fent  them  to  the  weftern  counties  of  Pennfylvania,  u 
fearched.  The  generojily  of  the  General,  fo  contrary  to  t 
conduct  of  the  enemy  on  fimilar  occafions,  excited  in  th 
breafts  a  veneration  for  their  amiable  conqueror,  whom  th 
itiled  "  a  very  good  rebel." 

The  royal  troops  at  Bordentown  foon  had  the  alar 
which  was  communicated  to  all  their  parties  along  the  riv 
After  they  had  remained  under  arms  lor  fome  time,  infte 
of  marching  to  oppofe  the  Continentals,  they  retired,  a 
left  them  to  take  polTelTion  of  Bordentown,  Mount  Hoi 
and  Burlington. 


is,  < 


Thirty-five  killed, 
*  The  royalijls  accdunl  is,  <l  Sixty  wounded, 

948  made  prifoners. 


Total,    1048. 
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The  a£Uon  at  Trenton,  and  its  attendant  confequences, 
Ranged  the  fcene,  and  gave  a  fudden  turn  to  appearances  in 
ivour  of  the  United  States. 

Congrefs  conferred  on  their  Generaliflimo  more  ample 
owers,  and  appointed  him  Dictator,  for  the  limited  term  of 
x  months  ;  to  reform  and  new  model  the  military  arrange- 
lents,  in  fuch  manner  as  he  judged  befl  for  the  public  fer- 
ice. 

Soon  after  the  declaration  of  Independence,  Congrefs  ap- 
ointed  the  following  Commiffionerson  behalf  of  the  States, 
tz.  Benjamin  Franklin,  who  arrived  there  this  month,  Silas 
>eane,  and  Arthur  Lee,*  Efqrs.  to  manage  their  affairs  in 
ranee  and  Spain,  to  cultivate  an  acquaintance  with  them, 
id  procure  their  friendfhip,  and  fome  other  of  the  Europe- 
1  powers,  and  to  give  them  a  right  underff anding  of  the  na* 
ire  of  the  controverfy,  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Unit- 
i  States  of  America.  Thefe  gentleman  happily  fucceeded 
1  their  commiffion,  and  procured  fupplies  of  fuch  warlike, 
id  other  articles,  as  were  neceflary  for  the  States ;  not  from 
ie  Court  of  France  (they  not  having  yet  interfered)  but 
om  th^  Merchants^  by  their  agreements  with  the  Com- 
liflioners.  _ 

Their  negociations  in  France,  were  viewed  by  Lord  Stor- 
ont,  the  Britifh  AmbafTador  there,  with  a  jealous  eye;  and 
>  prevent  their  further  fuccefs,  he  prefented  a  memorial  to 
lat  Court.  "  He  hoped  (he  faid;  his  Moil  Chriftian  Ma- 
fty  would  fo  far  extend  his  neutrality  and  friendfhip,  as  to 
rohibit  the  merchants  in  his  dominions,  from  affording 
lofe  of  America  (with  whom  they  now  trade  openly)  fuch 
aft  fuccours  as  have  hitherto  been  furnifhed.  Above  all, 
s  hopes,  that  MefTrs.  Deane  and  Franklin,  may  be  reftrain* 
1  in  their  meafures,  which  have  been  gradually  unfolded, 
>as  to  become  lefs  and  lefs  equivocal.  The  papers  annex- 
i  to  this  memorial  (fays  his  Lordfhip)  will  amply  difplay 
e  nature  of  the  progrefs  of  Mr.  Deane's  negociation,  that 
ter  peiufal,  it  might  reafonably  be  expected,  that  he  fhould 
i  delivered  up."  But  the  Court  of  France  did  not  meddle 
1  this  mercantile  bufinefs. 

After  General  Waihington's  fuccefs  at  Trenton,  he  pafT- 
i  again  over  the  Delaware,  into  Philadelphia,  with  the- 
rifoners,  cannon,  &c.  he  had  taken. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  Continentals,  at  the  clofe  of  the  lafr      1777. 
ear,  was  followed  with  another  victory  in  their  favour,    at 
ie  opening  of  this.     The  vigilant  Waihington,  improved 

*  The  latter  gentleman   was   chofen  in  the   room   of- Mr. 
'ffrrfon,  who  declined  goihg  to  France,  at  this  time. 
Vol.  II.  M 
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1777.     the  advantage  be  bad  juft  now  gained,  and  "  having  receiv- 
v— y~s    ed  reinforcements  from  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  the  militi«( 

January,  of  Pennfylvania,  he  repafled  the  Delaware  into  Jerfey."*  1 
Lord  Cornwallis  having  deferred  his  voyage  to  England, 
returned  from  New- York  to  the  Jerfies ;  and  being  inform- 
ed that  General  Washington  was  pofted  at  Trenton,  he  ad- 
vanced towards  the  town,  and  General  Wafhington,  in  the 
night,  marched  off  his  troops,  towards  Princetown,  and  fell 
in  with  the  17th  and  55th  regiments,  on  their  march  to  joiri 

Jan.  3.  Brigadier-General  Leflie,  at  Maidenhead.  On  the  third,  art 
action  commenced  between  them,  in  which  the  Continent- 
als were  victorious,  and  according  to  General  Howe's 
own  account,  "  the  iofs  to  his  Majefty's  troops,  is  feventeetfj 
filled,  and  nearly  two  hundred  wounded  and  milling! 
Captain  Leflie  or  the  17th  is  among  the  lew  killed."  (Ari»| 
other  account  has  it,  feventy-four  killed,  which  appear^ 
more  probable} — The  Continental  account  greatly  exceed* 
the  above;  the  killed  and  prifoners,  they  reckon,  about  five 
hundred — it  alfo  mentions  their  taking  fome  field  pieces, 
blankets,  ftores,  waggons,  &c.  General  Howe  acknowledged 
est  one  regiment,  viz.  the  17th,  could  not  ftand  their1 
ground  j  and  that  two  others,  the  55th,  and  40th  retired  tm 
Brunfwick,  where  they  were  collecting  their  force.  Ori| 
the  fide  of  the  Continentals,  they  have  to  regret  the  lofs  of 
a  valuable  gallant  officer,  Brigadier-General  Mercer,  of 
Virginia,  who  commanded  the  fouthern  militia.  A  fpecta- 
tor  of  his  remains,  at  Philadelphia  (where  they  were  inter- 
red with  military  honours)  gave  the  following  account  to 
the  public  :  "  His  body,  covered  with  wounds  and  mangled,]) 
was  expofed  to  public  view,  and  after  he  had  furrendered^; 
himfelf,  the  enemy,  deaf  to  the  voice  of  humanity,  and  the  j 
law  of  nations,  ftabbed  him  with  their  bayonets,,  and  with 
the  butt  end  of  a  mu&et,  battered  and  disfigured  his  face.'* 
The  above  action  was  within  three  miles  of  Princetown, 
whither  General  Wafhington  went,  but  foon  quitted  it^ 
with  his  troops,  by  way  of  Kingftown,  breaking  down  the  ; 
bridges  behind  them,,  and  crofTed  the  Mill-ftone  river.  Up-f 
on  finding  this,  Lord  Cornwallis  retired  to  Brunfwick 
Some  other  of  the  royal  troops,  under  Major-Genera" 
Vaughan,  aiTembled  at  Elizabeth-town  -T  but  they  abandon 
ed  it  the  7th  of  the  month,  when  fome  Waldeckers,  High- 
landers, and  fome  baggage  waggons,  fell  into  the  hands  of 


*  So  General  Howe,  writes,  to  Lord  George  Germainejhc 
5th,  oj  January. 


+  See  his  letter  of  January  5th,  to  Lord  George  Germain 
printed  in  the  public  papers. 


■ 
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foe  Continentals,     The   royalifts  were  in  poffeflion  only  of      1777. 
'erth,  Amboy,  and  Brunfwick,  in  the  Jerfies.     General     v — ^— ' 
Wafhington,  by  the  battle  near  Piyncetown,  and  his  well  Jan,  23, 
judged  movements,  gained  great  advantages  of  the  enemy. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Parker,  of  the  6th  Virginia  regi- 
tient,  had  an  action  with  an  efcort  of  600  royalifts,  of  the 
28th  and  37th  regiments ;  in   the  attack,  their   commander, 

olonel  Prefton,  was  killed,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Par- 
ser, not  being  properly  fupported,  was  obliged  to  retreat, 
tfter  having  killed  of  the  enemy  twenty-five,  and  wounded 
bout  forty.  This  efcort  was  moving  from  Brunfwick  to 
r\mboy. 

A  few  loyalifts  belonging  to  the  fouthern  States,  having 
jgned  a  declaration  of  fidelity  to  the  King,  &c.  and  engaged 
lot  to  take  up  arms  againft  him,  nor  encourage  others  to  do 
it,  General  Wafhington  ifiued  a  proclamation  of  this  date,  Jan,  25. 
•equiring  fuch  perfons,  to  repair  to  his  head  quarters,  at  Mor- 
ftown,  or  to  the  quarters  of  the  neareft  general  officer, 
till  further  notice  could  be  taken  of  it,  by  civil  authority)  to 
take  oaths  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  of  to  withdraw 
themfelves  and  families  within  the  enemy's  lines,  and  if  not 
complied  within  thirty  days,  they  would  be  conftdered  as  en- 
emies to  the  States,  and  treated  as  fuch. 

General  Dickinfon  defeated  a  party  of  about  50,0,  took  40  Jan.  26. 
waggons,  upwards  of  100  horfes,  and  fome  fheep  and  cattle 
they  had  collected.  This  was  performed  by  a  body  of  mili- 
tia, near  Somerfet  court-houfe,  on  Milftone  river.  General 
Washington  by  letter,  informed  Congrefs,  that  this  action  re- 
flected the  higheft  honour  on  General  Dickinfon  ;  for, 
though  his  were  all  raw  troops,  he  led  them  through  the 
fiver,  middle  deep,  and  gave  the  enemy  fo  fevere  a  charge, 
that,  although  fupported  by  three  field  pieces;  they  gave  way, 
and  left  their  convoy. 

The  Marquis  de  La  Fayette  arrived  this  month,  at  Charlef- 
ton  (S.  C.)  from  France,  and  immediately  engaged  in  the 
Continental  fervice. 

Mr.  Thomas  Townfbend  (in  debate  on  an  anfwer  to  the  Feb*  %o*. 
King's  fpeech  delivered  in  January)  exprefled  himfelf  thus,, 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  :  *'  We  have  put  the  Colonies, 
totally  out  of  our  protection.  We  have  forbid  them  the- 
lexercife  of  every  trade  but  that  of  arms,  and  have,  by  thefe 
means,  iorced  them  to  take  up  their  arms,  and  ufe  them 
againft  ourfelves.  We  profefs  to  involve  the  innocent  fub- 
je&s  of  America  with  the  guilty — our  reftriBions  did  not 
only  deprive  them  of  trade,  but  even  of  food— Are  we  to 
wonder  at  their  declaring  themfelves  independent  ?" 


sq$  An  Hiftorical  Journal  of 

A  fmali  party  of  Continentals  ftationed  at  Quibbletown,  i 
the  Jerfies,  was  attacked  by  a  large  body  or  the  royalifts 
from  Brunfwick;  Colonel  Scott,  their  commander,  havin 
retreated  with  them  about  a  mile,  was  reinforced  from  Lon 
Stirling's  division,  with  four  peices  of  cannon,  when  they 
renewed  the  aclion,  and  forced  the  enemy  to  retire,  leaving 
300  dead  on  the  field,  and  took  about  100  prifoners. 

Feb.  16.  A  fkirmifh  took  place  in  New- York  State,  near  King's 
bridge,  between  a  party  of  Continentals  and  a  party  of  roy-, 
alifts,  in  which  a  few  were  killed  and  wounded  on  both  fides 
among  the  killed  was  one  Captain,  and  two  Lieutenants  of! 
the  royalifts.  The  next  morning,  the  Continental  guard 
houfe  was  furrounded  by  the  royalifts,  when  the  Continen 
tdls  took  fome  of  them  prifoners. 

Feb.   1*7.        The  Britifh  government  had  in  contemplation  a  plan,  to 
fend  American  prifoners  in  their  poiTeflion,  to  the  Eaft-In-4 
dies,  from  whence  it  is  probable  they  would  never  have  re 
turned;  but  it  was,  for  fome  realons,  laid  afide. 

The  American  Piracy  bill,  propofed  by  Lord  North,  and 
brought  into  the  Houfe  ot  Commons  by  Lord  George  Ger. 
maine,  was  paffed  by  Parliament  this  day,  by  a  majority  of 
77.  It  enabled  the  King  to  fecurcand  detain  perions  charg- 
ed with  high  trcafon  in  America,  or  for  piracy  on  the  high 
feas,  &c.  Such  prefons  as  were  taken  in  American  armed 
veiTels,  on  the  high  feas,  are  by  this  a  61  deemed  pirates  ;  and 
fiich  as  are  taken  i unarms  in  the  Colonies,  are  deemed  trai- 
tors ;  and  to *be  kept  in  cudocly,  without  bail  or  mainprize. 
until  the  firft  day  of  January,  1788,  and  not  to  be  tried  be- 
fore, without  orders  from  the  Privy  Council.* 

Feb  21.  The  following  circumftance,  was  the  foundation  of  the 
difputes,  between  England  and  Holland  :  Sir  jfojeph  Yorke, 
the  Britilh  Ambaffador,  in  Holland,  preferred  a  memorial  to 
theStates  General,  complaining  of  the  condu£lof  iheSieur  de 
Graaf\  iheDutchGovernoui  of  St.  Euftatius,  for  daring  to  con- 
nive at  the  arming  oi  American  veffels  in  St.  Enftatius;  and  for 
permitting  the  capture  of  an  Englifh  velTel,  by  an  American, 
pirate,  under  the  guns  of  his  fort,  and  that  he  had,  from  a  prin- 
cipal fort,  returned  a  falute  to  the  rebel  colours,  &c.  The  En- 
glifh Ambaffador  demanded  of  the  States  General,  a  formal 
difavowal  of  the  faiute,  and  the  immediate  difmiflion  of 
Govemour  de  Graaf.  This  memorial  was  ill  received  by 
their  High-MightineiTes.  They  gave  the  Ambaffador  a 
laconic  anfwer;  and  refolved  to  demand  fatisfa&ion  for  the 
affront  offered  them,  and  ordered  an  equipment  of  a  number 
of  their  fhips  of  war.  w 

*  See  Mr.  Burke's  re4narks  on   this   aclt       fiir.lcd  if  : 
public  papers. 
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General  Maxwell,  in  the  Jerfies,  with  about  1400,  chiefly 
inilitia,  obliged  a  large  foraging  party  of  the  royalifts  to  re- 
treat, with  the  lofs  of  a  confiderable  number,  killed  and 
wounded. 

Governour  Livingfton,  in  a  fpeech  to  the  General  Aflem- 
biy  of  Ncw-Jerfey,  reprefents  the  violence  and  rapine  of  the 
royalifts,  in  that  State  :  "  They  have  (he  fays)  plundered 
friends  and  foes  ;  effe&s,  capable  of  divifion,  they  have  di- 
vided ;  fuch  as  were  not,  they  have  deftroyed  :  They  have 
warred  upon  decriped  old  age,  warred  upon  defencelefs 
vouth  ;  they  have  committed  hoftilities  againft  the  profef- 
tors  of  literature,  and  the  minifters  of  religion,  againft  pub- 
ic records  and  private  monuments,  books  of  improvement, 
and  papers  of v  curiofity  ;  and  againft  the  arts  and  fciences  : 
They  have  butchered  the  wounded,  aiking  for  quarter,  mang- 
led the  dead,  weltring  in  their  blood,  refufed  to  the  dead,  the 
ites  of  fepulchre,  fufFered  prifoners  to  periih  for  wantot  fuf- 
ienance  ;  violated  the  chaftity  of  women*  disfigured  private 
dwellings  of  tafte  and  elegance  ;  and,  in  the  rage  ol  impiety 
and  barbarifm,  profaned1  edifices  dedicated  to  Almighty 
God." 

The  following  is  an  extracl  from  Mr.  Galloways  reply,  to 
obfervations  of  General  Howe,  publifhed  in  England  : 
"  All  and  more  than  I  have  laid,  in  my  letters  to  a  noble- 
an,  refpecling   indifcriminate   and  exceflive   plunder,    is 
nown  to  thousands  within  the  Britim  lines,  and  to  a  num- 
er  of  gentlemen  now  in   England;  and   in  refpecl:  to  the 
apes,  the  ia£t  alledged  does  not  depend  on  the  credit  of 
ewfpapers ;    a  folemn  enquiry  was  made,  and  affidavits  tak- 
n,  by  which  it  appears  that  no  lefs  than  twenty-three  were 
ommitted  in  one  neighbourhood,  in   Nevv-Jerfey ;   fome  of 
hem  on  married  women,  in  prefence  of  their  helplefs  huf- 
ands,  and  othejson  daughters,  whiie  the  unhappy  parents, 
ith  unavailing  tears  and  cries,  could  only  deplore  the  fav- 
ge  brutality.  Amer.  Herald, 

It  muft  be  remarked  here,  that  the  reporter  of  the  fore- 
going is  not  an  enemy,  but  a  friend  to  the  Britifh  caufe. 

Mr.  Galloway  had  been  fpeaker  of  the  Pennfylvania 
fioufe  ol  AtTembly,  and  a  member  of  Congrefs  for  that  State ; 
3ut  deferred  the  American  caufp,  and  went  over  to  the  ene- 
my, at  New-York,  and  at  the  time  of  publifiiing  the  above, 
pe  was  in  England, 

In  the  northern  department^  party  of  Indians  in  the  March, 
Britim  intereit,  attacked  thirty  odd  unarmed  recruits,  with 
wo  ofRcers,  in  their  way  from  Ticondero^a  to  Fort-George, 
o  join  their  corps.  They  were  afleep  round  a  fire — the 
avages  tomahawked  fome  of  them  on  the  fpot.  Not  more 
Ban  ihrc.p  of  this  narfv  fit  was  reDOrtedll  efcaoed  from   the 
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favages — they  pufhed  on  for  Canada,  and  were  purfued  by 
Colonel  Whitcomb,  with  fome  Continentals,  who  overtook 
and  killed  and  wounded  feveral  of  the  Indians. 

March  2$,  The  royaliffs  were  prevented  from  fully  executing  their 
defign,  in  an  expedition  to  Pcch's-Kill,  by  the  good  con- 
duel  of  General  Mc.  Dougal^  who  commanded  there. 

About  500  of  the  royalifts  were  detached  from  New- 
York,  under  command  of  Colonel  Bird,  with  a  defign  to 
cleft roy  fome  ftores  that  were  collected  there* 

General  Mc.  Ddugal  ordered  the  rum  and  provisions  to 
be  deftroyed,  to  prevent  its  falling  into  the  enemy's  hands- 
and  the  heavy  artillery  to  be  fent  ofT,  excepting  one  iron 
twelve  pounder.  The  General  and  his  troops  retired  to  a 
bairack,  two  miles  and  an  halt  from  the  town  ;  the  enemy 
cannonaded  it,  and  wounded  one  man.  General  Mc.  Dou^ 
gal  then  took  poll  to  fecure  the  pafs  of  the  mountains,  and 
fome  mills,  which  contained  a  quantity  of  flour  and  grain, 
belonging  to  the  Continent.  The  next  day,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Wiiiet,  with  about  fixty  men,  of  Colonel  Ganfe- 
woort's  regiment,  got,  undifcovered,  on  the  right  flank  of 
the  enemy's  piquet  guard,  of  100  men,  while  a  fmall  party 
was  fent  on  their  left  to  draw  their  attention,  it  had  the  de- 
iired  effect,  for  Colonel  Willet  got  near  them,  unperceived, 
when  a  Ihort  fkirmilh  enfued.  The  Colonel  ordered  his,!1' 
men  to  fix  bayonets,  and  rufh  on  them,  on  hearing  which^ 
the  enemy  fled  with  great  precipitation.  That  night  they 
embarked,  and  the  next  morning  General  Mc.  D,ougal  took, 
lepoffeffion  of  the  town. 

Although  the  enemy  did  not  accomplifh  their  whole  pur* 
pofe,  yet  the  lofs  fu  (lamed  by  the  Continent  was  confider-j 
able,  in  rum,  mobiles,  flour,  fugar,  &c. 

MarcJi2A.  }n  tne  Jerfies,  60  of  the  Continentals,  from  Sampton,  &c,  ] 
fell  in  with  a  party  of  the  enemy,  near  one  of  their  out  pofts^ 
when  a  frnart  engagement  began;  Major  Ritney's  party- 
being  inferior  to  the  enemy  (who  were  conftantly  reinforc- 
ed) were  obliged  to  retreat,  which  he  did  in  fuch  good  order, 
as  not  to  lofe  a  man;  he  was  reinforced  by  Ramfay's 
battalion  of  Maryland  militia,  and  fome 'Virginia  volun- 
teers, who  drove  the  enemy  into  their  breaft  works.  The 
affair  ended  in  favour  of  the  Continentals. 
'    r  A  party  of  Continentals,  furrounded  a  piquet  of  the  roy- 

alifls — killed  feven,  one  ol  them  laid  to  be   a  Lieutenant 
FVa'zier,  of  the  7 ill  Britifh  regiment. 

Major-Gencral  Lincoln,  who  had  a  command  of  Conti- 
nentals at  Bound-Brook,  writes  thus :  "  The  enemy  having 
found  means  to  evade  the  obfervation  of  our  patroles,  at- 
tacked  our   fmall   encampment   in   different    parts;    which. 
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three  field  pieces,  and  a  tew  men."  Whilft  the  General  \tjL%» 
went  to  the  place  firft  attacked,  fome  of  his  papers,  and  his  V~-y— J 
iaggage  tell  into  the  enemy's  hands.  We  had  about  ^oo 
nen,  "who  were  extended  the  diftance  of  four  or  five  miles. 
The  enemy's  force,  about  4000,  with  tour  or  five  general 
Officers  ;  they  remained  about  two  hours  in  the  little  village, 
nd  after  deftroying  a  few  ftores,  retired  to  their  quarters, 
Brunfwick,  and  General  Lincoln,  with  his  party  to 
heirs. 

A  ihip  from  Bourdeau  arrived  at  the  United  States.     She  April  20. 
■vas  commifHoned  as  a  letter  of  marque,  and  brought  with 
er,  linen  and  woollen  goods,  much  wanted  for  the  army. 

General  Howe   ifTued  at  New  York,  a  proclamation  for  April  21. 
evying  Provincial  troops,   *•  affording   (the   proclamation 
ays)  an  opportunity  for  his  Majefty's  faithful   and  well  dif- 
j>'ofed  fubje£ts,  inhabitants  of  the  Colonies  to  co-operate  in 

lievingthemfelves  from  the  miferies  attendant  on  anarchy, 
5*c."  As  an  encouragement  to  enlift,  they  were   to  receive, 

Ifter  being  difbanded,  grants  of  vacant  lands  in  the  Color;  ~^ 
greeably  to  their  refpe&ive  ftations. 

An   expedition  to  Danbury,  in  Connecticut,  was  under-  April  24, 
aken  by  the  royalifts.  General  Howe,  in  a  letter  oi  this  date, 
nformed  Lord  George Germaine.     "That  about  1800,  im- 
er  command  of  Governor  Tryon  of  New-York,  (who   had 
ccepted  the  rank   of  Major-General  of  the  Provincials] 
irent  with  a  defign   to  deftroy  a  large  magazine  of  provifi- 
ns,  and  military  ftores,  at  Danbury. 
Brigadier-General  Agnew,  and  Sir  William  Erfkine,  are  April  Q%* 
pon  the  fervice,  the  Naval  part  of  which  is  under  the  con- 
u£t.  of  Captain   Duncan,   commander  of  his  Majefty's  fhip 
Lagle" — What  follows,  is   from  an    account  publifhed  in 
ne  Connecticut  Journal — "  When   the  troops  had  landed, 
he  handful  of  Continentals  were  obliged  to  evacuate  the 
own,  having   previouDy  fecuved  a  part   of  the  ftores  and 
rovifions.     The  enemy  began  their  operations,  by  burning 
nd  deftroying houfes,  ftores,  &c.  which  alarmed  the  coun« 
ry.       Brigadier-General     Silliman,    muftered   about    ,500 
lilitia,  and   was  joined  by   Major-Generai   Woofter,  and 
Irigadier-General  Arnold. 
After  the  enemy  had  manoeuvred  about,  they  took  the 
ad  leading  to  Norwalk  ;   General  Woofter  purfued,    and 
ad  a  fmart  fkirmiih  with  them,  he  behaved  with  great    in- 
epidity,  but  unfortunately  received  a  wound,   by  a  mufket 
all,  through  his  groin.*"     General  Arnold,  by    a  forced  j 

^arch,  having  reached  Ridgefield,  and  pofted  his  party  o£ 

*  General  Woofler,    of  Ncw-Havent  died  of  his   wound 
xt  2d  of  Mayy  greatly  lamented. 
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1777»  about  500,  waited  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  They  foon 
U-V"—'  advanced  in  a  column,  with  three  field  pieces  in  front  0$ 
them,  and  three  in  the  rear,  and  large  flank  guards,  of  20a 
men  in  each.  They  began  their  attack  by  difcharging  their 
artillery,  and  were  foon  within  mufket  fhot^vhen  a  fmart 
a&ion  enfued  between  the  whole,  which  continued  about 
an  hour,  in  which  our  men  behaved  with  great  fpirit,  but; 
being  overpowered  with  numbers,  were  obliged  to  give  way, 
though  not  till  the  enemy  were  railing  a  fmall  breaft  work, 
thrown  acrofs  the  way,  at  which  General  Arnold  had  taken] 
poft,  with  about  200  men,  the  reft  of  his  fmall  body  were 
pofted  on  the  flank. 

Arnold  had  his  horfe  fhot  under  him,  when  the  enemy 
were  within  ten  yards  of  him,  having  recovered  himfelf,  he 
drew  his  piftol,  and  fhot  a  foldier  who  was  advancing  with 
his  fixed  bayonet.  J 

The  General  then  ordered  his  men  to  retreat. 

In  this   a&ion   the  enemy    fuffered    very   confiderablyr 
leaving  about  30  dead  and  wounded  on  the  ground,  befides  a 
number  unknown,  buried.      Here  we   had  the    misfortune 
of  lofing  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gould,  one  fubaltern  andfev- 
eral  privates,  killed  and  wounded.     After  feveral  fubfequent 
difputes,  between  the  contending  parties,  the  Britifh  having' 
gained  the  high  hill  of  Compoos,   attempts  were  made  to    3 
diflodge  them,  but  without  effecl:,  and  having  landed  a  num- 
ber of  frefh  troops,  to  cover  their  embarkation,  they  effected  it, 
— weighed  anchor,   and   Mood  acrofs  the  Sound   for  Hunt 
ington,  on  Long-lfland.     Our  lofs  wasjudgedtobeabout 
fixty,  killed    and   wounded,    among  the  former    were  one 
Lieutenant-CoJonel,  one  Captain,  four  fubaherns,  and  Dr. 
David   Atwater,  whofe  death  is  greatly  regretted  ;  the  ene- 
my's lofs  judged  to  be  more  than  double  of  our  number,  andj 
about  twenty  prifoners  taken.       General    Howe's   return, 
tranfmitted  to  England,  makes  their  lofs   to  be   26   killed, 
117  wounded,  and  29  miffing.     Total    172+     Among  the 
wounded  are  three  field  officers,  one  of  whom  i*  Brigadier- 
General  Agnew.* 

The  return  made*by  the  Quarter-Mailer,  to  General  Ar- 
nold, of  the  flores  deftroyed  by  the  enemy,  is  lf^o  barrels 
of  pork  and  beef,  feveral  hogfheads  of  rum,  1 1  tierces  of  clar- 
et, 3  quarter  cafks  of  Madeira  wine,  1200  to  1700  bufhels  of 
wheat,  rye,  and  corn,  1 2  coils  of  rope,  a  fmall  quantity  of  coals 
andfmith's  tools,  10  waggons,  fometents,  Sec.  Theenemy's 
return,  at  New-York,  greatly  exceeds  the  above. 


*  An  account  of/crv.'ards  exhibited,  has  it,  260  killed,  35c 

wounded. ' 
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A  fpy  from  the  enemy's  camp,  at  New-York,  who  had     1777. 

en  employed  by  them  to  procure  cheveaux  defrife  pilots   ^—^r** 

carry  the  King's  (hips  up  Delaware  river,  Was  apprehended  April  30, 

Philadelphia,  and  on  his  trial,  being  found  guilty,  was  ex- 

uted  agreeably  to  his  fentence. 

The  ice  in   Eake  Chamolun  broke  up  very  early   this 

ring,  and  it  became  palTable. 

The  royalifts  in  that  quarter  began  to  mufter  their  forces, 

d  Sir  Guy  Carlton,  to  make  preparations  for  putting    in 

:ecution,    the    plan    communicated    to   him     by     Lord 

eorge  Germaine. 
In  his  letter  of  inftruftions  to  Sir  Guy,  he  fays,  "  It  is  the 

ing's  determination  to  leave  about  3000  men   under  your 
mmand,  for  the  defence  and  duties  of  the  province  [Cana- 

]  and  to  employ  the  remainder  of  your  forces   upon    two 
peditions ;  the  one  under  Lieutenant-General  Burgoyne, 

ho  is  to  force  his  way  to  Albany.     The  other  under  Lieu- 

nant  Colonel    St.   Leger,  who  is  to  make  a  diverfion   by 
y  of  the  Mohawk  river,* 

"As  this  plan  cannot  be  fo  advantageoufly  executed  with- 
t  the  amftance  ot  Canadians  and  Indians,  his  Majefty 
ongly  recommends  to  your  care  to  iurnifh  both  expedi- 
ns  with  good  and  fufficient  bodies  of  thofe  men."  Bur- 
yne  and  St.  Leger  with  the  troops,  under  their  feparate 
ramands  were  to  ufe  their  moft  vigorous  exertions  to 
rm  a  junction  with  Sir  William  Howe  at  Albany,  to  acl: 
der  his  orders,  and  endeavour  to  cut  of!  the  communica- 
>n  between  the  fouthern  and  eailern  States,  which,  when 
complifhed,  they  doubted  not,  but  they  could,  with  eafe, 
due  New   England,  the  object  of  their  greateft  refent- 

■ent. 
It  is  remarked  on  this  plan,  "  That  the  attempt  to  unite' 
r  forces  by  Hudfon's  river  fthe  only  way  by  which 
owe  could  get  to  Albany)  will  be  thought  at  leait  a  pre- 
rious  undertaking,  if  what  follows  be  admitted.  That  by 
ng  up  the  North  River,  Howe  may  fecure  a  retreat  for 
i  army  through  Canada,  but  the  mips  muft  return,  if  they 
urn  at  all,  the  fame  way  they  went,  and  as  our  [the  Con- 
entaij  army  would  be  in  the  rear,  the  Jafety  of  their  paf- 
re  down  is  a  doubtful  matter. 

By    fuch  a  motion  he  (huts  hirnfelf  up   from  all  fupplies 
m  Europe  but  through  Canada,  andcApi/fes  his  army  and: 

I*  Mohawk-river  belongs  to  one  of  the  five  nations  of  la- 
ms in  alliance  with  Britain  ;   it  rifes  to  the  north  of  Fort 
xnwix,  then  runs  South  to  that  Fort,  th  'n  F.njl  1 10  milesx 
\o  the  Hudfon.     This  tribe  is  greatly  reduced,  fud  now  to 
\e  0  n  ly  fix  ty  fig  h  1 1  ng  m  en.  H  u  x  c  H I  N  s  , 


gS  An  Hiftorical  Journal  of 

1777*      navy  to  tne  danger  °*  perishing.     The  idea  of  cutting  off  8 
v— y^    the  communication  between  the  eaftern  and  fouthern  State* 
April  30.    by  means  of  North  River  is  merely  vifionary  ;  he  cannot  d& 
it  by  his  ihipping  becaufe  no  fhip  can  lie  at  anchor  in  ani 
river  within  reach  of  the  fhore,  a  (ingle  gun  would  drive  a  cij 
firft  rate  from  fuch  a  Ration.     This  was  proved  laiT  winter 
at  Forts  Wafhington  and  Lee,  when  one  gun  only  on  each 
fide  the  river  obliged  two  frigates  to  be  cut  and  towed  off  irii 
an  hour's  time. 

Neither  can  he  cut  it  off  by  his  army,  becaufe  the  feveral 
pofts  would  divide  themalmofl  to  nothing,  andexpofe  thetri 
to  be  picked  up  by  ours,  like  pebbles  on  a  river's  bank.* 

MeflYs.  Franklin  and  Deane,  the  American  Commiflions 
ers  in  France,  made  the  following   reprefentation  to  Lord- 
Stormont,  Ambaffador  there,  from  the  Britifh  Court,  relw 
iive  to  the  cafe  of  American  prifoners  in  England  ;  theji 
tell  his  Lordihip,  "  That  compelling  men  by  chains,  liripes| 
and  famine  to  fight  againfl  their  friends  and  relations  (alludj 
ing  to  the  practice  of  forcing  them  to  enlift  on  board  Brit| 
ifh  armed  veffels)  is  a  new  mode  of  barbarity  which  youiJ 
nation  alone  has  the  honour  of  inventing,  and  the  fendirt 
American  prifoners  of  war  to  Africa  and  Alia  (a  plan  whic 
Jiad  been  propofed)  remote  from  all  probability  of  exchange^ 
and  where  they  can  fcarce  hope  to  hear  from  their  families 
even  if  the  unwholeforrinefs  of  the  climate  does  nofcgput  j 
fpeedy  end  to  their  lives,  is  a  manner  of  treating  captive 
that  you  can  juftify  by  no   other  precedent  or  curiam,  ex- 
cept that  of  the  black  lavages  in  Guinea." 

In  anfwer  to  this  reprefentation,  Lord  Stormont  fent  the 
following  meffage  to  the  Commiffioners. 

"  The  King's  Ambaffador  receives  no  letters  from  Rebels 
unlefs  when  they  come  to  afk  mercy." 

We  cannot  help  obferving  here,  that  the  appellation  d 
rebel,  comes  with  an  iil  grace  from  the  native  of  a  count rjj 
famed  for  rebellion  A 
.  This  month  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wolcott,  in  behalf  oj 
General  Howe,  made  a  demand  in  writing  on  General  Wafh. 
ington  for  performance  ot  his  agreement  relative  to  exchang 
of  prifoners,  which   the  Colonel  pretends  his   Excellenc 
had  not  complied  with. 

General  Wafhington  in  a  letter  tq  Sir  William  Howe,  Hate 
fairly  the  cafe  of  the  prifoners,,  and  gives   the  reafon  of  hiij 

*  American  Crifis.  No.  ^by  tke  author  of  Common  Senfi 

r  His  LordfJiip  is  a  Scotfman  of  the  fame  name  "  Murray* 
as  Lord  Mansfield  and  Dunmorc,  and  allied  to  them  in  priA 
ciple  as  well  as  blood* 
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:ondu&  refpe&ing  them.     His   Excellency  takes  notice,      1777. 

That  the  prifoners  taken  by  the  Britilh  were  treated  with    v_~^l_> 
rreat  feverity  and  inhumanity.     That  he  did  not  hold  him-  April  30, 
elf  bound  either  by  the  fpirit  of  the  agreement,  or  by  the  prin- 

ples  of  juftice,  to  account  for  thofe  prifoners,  whom,  from 
he  rigour  and  feverity  or  their  treatment  weref  n  fo  emaciated 
nd  languishing  a  ftate  at  the  time  they  came  out,  as  to  render 
heir  death  almoft  certain  and  inevitable,  and  which  in  many 
nftances  happened  while  they  were  returning  to  their  homes, 
nd  in  many  others  after  their  arrival.  Painful  as  it  is,  I 
m  compelled  (fays  his  Excellency)  to  confider  it  as  a  iaft 
lot  to  be  queftioned,  that  the  ufage  of  our  prifoners,  while 
n  your  poireflion,  the  privates  at  leaft,  was  fuch  as  could  not 
ie  juftified. 

"This  was  proclaimed  by  the  concurrent  teftimony  of  all 
vho  came  out,  their  appearances  fan&ified  the  aflertion, 
nd  melancholy  experience  in  the  fpeedy  death  of  a   large 

art  of  them,  flamped  it  with  infallible  certainty." 
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Diftribution  cf  the   Foreign   Troops  under  General   Sit 
William  Howe,  New- York,  Mays8tkt  1777. 
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1777-  By  this  account  it  appears  that  General  Howe  had  at  this 

1 .  iyi  mJ    time  nearly  ten  thoufand  hired  foreign  troops  under  his  corn^ 

mand,  and  a&ing  under  his  orders,  in  addition  to  his  army 

_-  of  Britifh  regulars. 

May  li.  A  letter  from  a  poft  near  Bonham-town  (in  the  Jerfies) 
of  this  date,  relates  an  a£lion  between  part  of  General  Ste-< 
phens's  divifion  of  Continentals,  and  the  Royal  Highlanders^ 
and  fix  companies  of  Light-infantry  within  two  miles  of 
the  town,  and  about  the  fame  diftance  from  Brunfwick. 
The  enemy  were  twice  reinforced,  when,  from  the  firuatiori 
of  the  polls  occupied  by  the  Royalifts,  viz.  Brunfwick,  Rar- 
iton-landing  and  Bonham,  the  Continentals  thought  it  ad- 
vifeable  to  retire,  which  was  effe&ed  in  excellent  order,  and 
their  lofs  inconfiderable.     Another  account  of  this  affair, 

.,  makes  the  lofs  of  the  Royalifts  80  killed  and  wounded. 

*  ay  22»  General  Walhington's  encampment  was  at  this   date  at    \i 

Bound-brook,  and  the  Royal   army    at  Brunfwick  on  thejj 
eaft  fide  of  the  Rariton,  and  upon  the  communication  be- 
tween that  place  and  Amboy. 

May  25.         Colonel  Meigs,  from  Connecticut,  undertook  an  expedi- 
tion to  Long-ljland,  with  a  detachment  of  one  hundred  and 
fixty  men,   including  officers  ;  they   landed    within  three 
miles  of  Sagg-harbour,  and  having  made  proper  difpofitions 
for  attacking  the  enemy,  in  five  different  places,  proceeded 
with  the  greateft  order  and  filence  till  within  twenty  rods  of 
them,  vylien  they  rufhed  with  fixed  bayonets  upon  the  differ- 
ent b^rracl^s,  guards,  and  quarters  of  the  enemy  ;  whilft  \ 
Captain    Throop,   with   a  party,    took'  pofleffion    of  the> 
wharves  and  veffels  lying  there,  the  alarm  foon  became  gen-  j 
eral,  and  an  inceffant  fire  of  round  and  grape  fhot,  was  kept  \ 
up  from  an  armed  fchdoner  of  twelve  guns,  which  lay  with-  < 
in  one  hundred  and  thirty  yards  of  the  wharves,  for  near  an 
hour,   notwithstanding  which  the  party  burnt  all  the  vef- 
fels at  the   wharves,    chiefly   floops   and   fchooners  about 
ten   in    number,  and  alfo    the    armed   veffels,   and  killed 
and  captivated  all  the  men  belonging  to  them,  deftroyed 
about  one  hundred  and  feventy  tons  of  hay,  large  quantities 
of  grain,  ten  hogfiieads  of  rum,  and  other  Weft-India  goods, 
and   fecured   all   the  foldiers  ftationed  there,  as  prifoners, 
about  ninety.     Colonel  Meigs   had   not  a   man   killed  or 
wounded,  according  to  the  account  given  of  this  affair  by 
General  Parfons. 

jiT  Earl   Piercy  having  refigned  his   command  at  Newport 

y*  (R.  I.)  to  General  Prefcott,  he  embarked  for  England  this 

month,  in  confequence  of  a  difference  that  had  taken  place 
between  him  and  Sir  William  Howe,  relative  to  his  not 
immediately  complying  with  the  requifition  of  Sir  William, 
for  1500  men.     His  Lordfhip's  reafon  was  "that  the  enemy 
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ere  colle&ing  a   large  force  at  Providence,  and  it  would    1777. 
njure  his  Majefty's  fervice  to  fpare  fo  large  a  number  from  v    y' 
Newport."  This  difgulted  Sir  William,  and  in  his  reply,  he 
hreatened  his  Loralhip   with  a  trial  lor  difobedience  of  or-    > 
ers,  &c.     Upon  which  the   Earl  wrote  to  his   Father,  'he 
uke  of  Northumberland,  to  folicit  his  immediate  recal 
rom  America. 

We  Ihould  not  inlert  the  following  extract  from  the 
merican  Crifis,  No.  5,  if  we  had  not  found  it  confirmed  by 
letter  from  the  Britifh  commander  in  chief,  being  loth  to 
eport  any  fatts,  ot  which  we  have  not  evidence  fufficient 
o  gain  our  credulity. 

It  is  ameannefs  (fays  the  author  of  that  pamphlet)  we 
ould  wifti  was  not  chargeable  on  the  King's  Generals,  that  „ 
hey  have  done  all  they  could  to  ruin  the  paper  currency  of 
he  States,  and  have  not  omitted  to  attempt  it  even  by  this 
nethod  of  counterfeiting  the  bills,  which  has  been  done  tin- 
jer  their  countenance  ;  if  not  by  their  immediate  du  ec- 
ion." 

The  following  paragraph  in  a  confidential  letter  wrote  by 
Yu  H.  Clinton,  after  he  had  command  of  the  Royaliils,  to 
•ord  George  Germaine,  will  juitify  the  above  afferaon. 
ir  Henry  fays,  "  The  experiments  fuggefted  by  your  — 
.ordfhip — no  afliftance  that  could  be  drawn  from  the  power 
?fgold,  or  the  arts  of  counterfeiting  have  been  left  unat- 
empted,  but  flill  the  currency,  like  the  widow's  cruife  of  oil, 
las  not  failed  Congrefs," 

This  month  tijeEarl  of  Chatham,  made  a  motion,  in  the  up-  May* 
>er  Houfe  of  Parliament,  for  an  accommodation  with  America- % 
nd  as  he  had  done  before,  ftrongly  reprobated  the  American 
war,  as  unnatural  in  the  mother  country ;  to  her  affetlionate 
zhildren,  on  the  Continent  of  America,  and  as  ruinous  to 
themfelves.  In  his  fpeech  on  this  occafion,  his  Lordihip 
raid,  "  That  as  this  country  [England]  was  the  aggreffor, 
it  was  from  her  that  the  firft  tender  ot  accommodation  muft 
come  ;  that  America  was  not  at  War  with  them,  but  they 
rith  America,  that  they  had  invaded  America  juft  as  the 
panifh  armada  was   preparing  to  invade   England.     We 

tiave  burnt  the  towns  of  America,  and  plundered  the  people 
here,  and  therefore  he  would  change  the  term,  and  inftead 
m  talking  of  unconditional  fubmi/Jion  from  the  Colonies,  it 
behoved  us  to  fhev;  ourfelves  willing  to  grant  them  uncon~ 
iitional  redrefs,  &c.  Lord  Chatham's  motion  was  fupport- 
d  by  the  Dukes  of  Grafton  and  Manchefter,  the  Bifhop  of 
Peterborough  (Dr.  HinchclirTe)  Lords  Camden,  Shelburne, 
Abingdon,  and  fome  otheis  who  were  fo*f  immediate  recon- 
iliation  ;  but  the  oppofition  was  too  ftrong.  Though  the 
lotion  propofed  only  negociation  with   the  Colonies,  and 
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1777.      removal  of  grievances,  yet  the  majority  were  not  inclined  toi 

*— y-—>    grant  .even   thefe, .  and  the  motion  was  loft  by  a  majority  of 
fixty4ix.    The  Lq&ds  Gower,  Weymouth,  Lyttleton,  Manf- 
field,  and  the  good  Archbilho-p  o'i  York  (Dr.  Drummond)| 
&c.  &c.  were  for  chaftifement. 

The  requifites  the  Royal' army  wanted,  for  opening  the 
Summer  campaign,  did  not  arrive  till  the  latter  end  of  May! 

June  3.  Sir  William  Howe  writes  of  this  date  to  Lord  George  Ger-; 
maine :  "The  arrival  of  the  camp  equipage,  the  24th  £fl 
May  laft,  both  for  the  army  and  Provincials,  hath  relieved* 
me  from  much  anxiety,  being  articles  greatly  wanted  for^ 
opening  the  campaign,  which  will  now  immediately  take^ 
place  in  Jtrfty\  where  the  enemy's  principal  flrength  ftill! 
remains,  and  lhall  proceed  as  occurrences  may  arife."  Thejj 
following  account  of  the  movement  of  the  Royal  army,  al-l 
ter  the  arrival  ot  the  camp  equipage,  is  related  in  a  letter,! 
dated  at  the  American  camp,  at  Middle-brook.  "  General 
Howe  began  to  move  from  Brunfwick  the  10th  of  June, 
extending  his  van  as  iar  as  Somerfet  court-houfe,  and  form- 
ing a  line  over  the  whole  intermediate  ground,  where  he 
continued,  thus  polled,  till  Monday,  the  17th.  On  Thurf- 
day  morning,  having  the  rivers  MilHloneand  Rariton  in  his 
front  and  rear  (and  a  chain  ot  redoubts  he  had  thrown  up/ 
he  made  a  fudden  and  precipitate  change  of  his  ground,  and 
Jane  10.  returned  to  Brunfwick,  without  attempting  any  thing.  It 
was  not  in  our  power,  while  he  was  in  that  fituation,  only 
to  give  him  fome  annoyance  with  our  light  troops,  for  which 
purpofe  Colonel  Morgan,  with  a  chofen  band  ol  riflemen, 
were  appointed,  hekeptalmoil  an  inceffant  fire,  and  did 
them  much  damage.  It  is  thought  General  Howe's  defign: 
was  to  attempt  an  impr^flion  on  our  right,  or  to  proceed  to- 
Philadelphia  :  If  the  firft,  he  tound  the  execution  would  bej 
the  price  of  much  blood  ;  if  the  latter,  moft  probably  hisj 
deftruclion.  The  militia  of  the  Jeriies  turned  out  upon 
this  occafion,  and  occupied  the  ground  leading  from  his 
camp,  to  difpute  his  paffage,  but  Saturday  night  and  Sunday 
morning,  the  22d,  they  evacuated  Brunfwick  and  retired  tol 
Amboy,  but  not  without  lofs.  They  got  off  before  our 
troops  could  get  up,  not  having  timely  notice  of  their  inten- 
tion. Maj.  Gen.  Greene  had  command  of  the  troops  detach- 
ed, but  only  Wayne's  brigade  were  well  up  before  the  enemy 
retired,  they  advanced,  and  formed  very  near  to  the  enemy;.] 
who  were  tar  ruperjtiiir  in  number,  but  they  declined  a  battle 
and  kept  moving  off;  General  Maxwell,  who  was  detached 
to  Hank  the  line  of  communication  between  Brunfwick  and 
Amboy,  could  not  get  up  in  time." 

June  23.        General  Burgoyne  being  appointed  to  a  command  in  the 
northern  department  (agreeably  to  the  plan  of  Lord  George 
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Germaine  in  a  letter  to  Sir  Guy  Carlton,  already  mentioned}     1777- 
began  his  operations,  and  having  got  to  the  river  Boquet  (be-  ^v— ' 
tween  Champlain  and  Lake  George)  iffued  an  extraordinary 
proclamation  of  this  date,  introduced  in   the  following  very 
pompous  enumeration  of  his  titles,  viz. 

"By  John  Burgoyne,  Efquir*,  Lieutenant. General  of  his 
Majefty's  forces  in  America,  Colonel  of  the  Queen's  regiment 
of  Light  Dragoons,  Governour  of  Fort  V/illiam,  in  North- 
Britain,  one  of  the  Commons  of  Great-Britain, in  Parliament t 
and  commanding  an  army  and  fleet  employed  on  an  expedition 
from  Canada,  &c.  &c." 

The  ftyle  of  this  extraordinary  performance  held  up  to 
view  the  confidence  General  Burgoyne  placed  in  his  troops  : 
He  confidered  them  as  invincible,  and  that  at  the  head  of  fuch 
an  armv,  he  could  march  where-even  and  accomplish  whatever 
he  pleafed.  He  feems  to  be  abforbed  in  the  contemplation 
ofJbis  own  greatnefs,  and  almoft  to  have  forgotten  that  there 
•was  any  power  exiiting  fuperior  to  him;  but,  a  little  time 
taught  him  more  modefty,  and  convinced  him  that  the  undifci- 
f  lined  troops  of  America,  when  fighting  in  the  caufe  of 
freedom,  were  more  than  a  match  for  the  regular  dif 
ciplined  trooDS  ot  Britain,  when  fighting  againft  it. 

Congrefs  refolved  to  form  a  corps  of  invalids -to  be  errr- 
ployed  for  garrifons  and  guards,  in  cities,  and  other  places 
where  magazines  and  arfenals  were  placed.  Alfo  to  ferve  as 
a  military  fchool  to  young  gentlemen,  previous  to  their  be- 
ing employed  in  marching  regiments. 

General  Washington,  in  a  letter  dated  this  day,  at  Middle-  June  28, 
brook,  informedCongrefs, **  that  onfThurfday  morning,Gener- 
al  Howe  advanced  with  his  whole  army,  in  feveral  columns, 
fr,cm  Amboy,  as  far  as  Weftfield.  We  are  certainly  inform- 
ed that  the  troops  fent  to  Staten-Ifland  returned  the  preced- 
ing evening,  and  it  is  faid  with  an  augmentation  of  marines, 
fo  that  carrying  them  there,  was  a  feint  with  intention  to  de- 
ceive us.  His  defign  in  this  fudden  movement  was  either  to 
bring  on  a  general  engagement  upon  difadvantageous  terms, 
confidering  matters  in  any  point  of  view,  or  to  cut  off  our 
light  parties,  and  Lord  Stirling's  divifion,  which  was  fent 
down  to  fupport  them,  or  to  pofTefs  himfelf  of  the  heights 
and  pafTes,  in  the  mountain  on  our  left.  The  two  laft  feem- 
ed  to  be  the  firft  object  of  his  attention,  as  his  march  was  rap- 
id againft  thefe  parties,  and  indicated  a  ftrong  difpofition  to 
gaiii  thofe  paffes.  In  this  fituation  ot  affairs,  it  was  thought 
abfolutely  neceffary  that  we  mould  move  our  force  from  the 
low  ground  to  occupy  the  heights  before  them,  which  was 
effected.  As  they  advanced,  they  fell  in  with  fome  of  our 
light  parties,    and    part    of  Lord    Stirling's  divifion,    with,  * 

ttfhirVi   tVt*»*.7   Viad  (r\rr*f*  nr^Mu  fmart-   It -irmi flii ncr    *AMtf»   Ktif    vf»rv 
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1777.  little  Iofs„  I  believe  on  our  fide,  except  in  three  field  pieced 
v  „  ,y  ;  which  unfortunately  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands  •  but  not  hav- 
ing obtained  returns  yet,  1  cannot  determine  with  certainty, 
nor  can  we  afcertain  what  the  enemy's  lofs  was.  As  foon 
as  we  had  gained  the  paries,  I  detached  a  body  of  light  troops 
under  Brigadier-General  Scott,  to  hang  on  their  flank,  to 
watch  their  motions,  and  ordered  Morgan's  corps  of  riflemen 
to  join  him  fince.  The  enemy  remained  at  Weftfield  till 
yefterday  ahernoon,  when,  about  three  o'clock  they  moved 
towards  Spank-town,  with  our  light  troops  in  their  rear,  and 
purfuing." 

The  enemy  have  plundered  all  before  them,  and  it  is  faid 
fcurnt  fome  houfes.  The  affair  of  Lord  Stirling,  is  thus 
related  by  General  Wafhington  :  "  He  commanded  a  party 
of  12  or  1300  men  at  Weflfield,  a  tew  miles  from 
Perth-Amboy,  and  was  attacked,  and  almoft  furrounded 
by  the  main  body  of  the  enemy,  but  fought  their  way  through 
with  great  bravery,  being  overpowered  by  numbers,  they 
were  under  a  neceflity  to  retreat  to  the  centre  of  the  army, 
with  the  lofs  of  three  field  pieces,  20  killed  and  about  40 
wounded. 
July  6,  The  important  poll  of  Ticonderoga,  on  the  fouth  part  of 

•lake  Champlain,  on  the  frontiers  oi  Canada,  was  evacuated 
this  day  by  the  Continental  troops,  when  that  fortrefs  with  all 
its  dependencies,  fell  into  the  hands  of  Burgoyne's  army. 

The  14th  o£  the  month  General  St.  Clair y  who  command- 
ed at  Ticonderoga,  wrote  to  Congrefs  from  Fort- Edward, 
the  flate  oi  the  garrifon  and  his  reafons  for  evacuating  it,  by 
which  it  appears  "that  the  batteries  of  the  enemy  Were  ready 
to  open,  that  the  effective  men  in  the  garrifon  were  not  fut- 
ficient  to  man  one  half  the  works,  and  that  confequently 
the  whole  muft  be  upon  conftant  duty,  which  they  could 
July,  not  poflibly  long  fufiain — that  he  consulted  the  general-offi- 
cers, who  were  of  opinion  the  place  ought  to  be  evacuated 
without  lofs  of  time — that  he  was  too  thort  of  provifions  to 
call  the  militia  to  his  affiftance  fooner  then-he  did — that  900 
came  the  day  before  the  evacuation,  but  fo  ill  provided  that 
they  could  not,  nor  did  they  propofe  to  flay  but  a  few  days 
— that  the  militia  from  MafTachufetts,.  which  compofed  part 
of  the  garrifon,  gave  him  notice  that  their  time  expired  in 
two  days,  and  they  intended  then  to  go  home — that  his- 
whole  force  confifted  of  2089  effective  men,  befides  the- 
corps  of  artillery  and  the  900  militia  above  mentioned — ihat- 
it  was  impoflible  with  that  force  to  defend  Ticonderoga  and 
Mount  Independence."  It  was  the  defign  of  General  St. 
Clair  to  have  marched  his  garrifon  to  Sken (borough,  but 
the  enemy  got  there  before  him,  and  Captain  Lutwidge  def- 
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trqyed  all  the    Continental  boats  there,     General  St.  Clair     1777. 
was  therefore  obliged  to  change  his  route,  and  make  the  befl  *    y    ' 
of  his  way  to  Fort-Edward ;  but  as  his  retreat  was  hafly  and 
irregular,  he  loft  a  confiderable  number  of  men. 

When  as  the  news  of  this  event  reached  Congrefs,  they 
refolved  to  make  inquiry  into  the  affair,  and  directed  Gen- 
erals Schuyler  and  St.  Clair,  forthwith  to  repair  to  head 
quarters ;  they  alfo  appointed  Mr.  Lawrens,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
and  Mr.  J.  Adams,  as  a  Committee  to  collect  evidence  of 
the  facts,  and  tranfmit  them  to  General  Waihington,  who 
was  directed  to  appoint  a  Court-Martial  for  the  purpofe 
above  mentioned.* 

General  Burgoyne  crolfed  Lake  George,+  and  formed  his 
encampment  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudfon  river    Saratoga.    ■ 

This  day  intelligence  was  received  at  Providence,  that  July  iS. 
Major- General  Prefcot,  commander  of  the  Royalifts  at  New- 
port, with  one  of  his  aids,  were  to  lodge  about  four  miles 
out  of  the  town.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Barton  with  a  party 
of  thirty-eight  men  belonging  to  the  State,  went  in  boats 
J  from  Warwick  neck,  and  palling  the  enemy's  fhips  and  guard- 
boats,  landed  on  the  ifland  about  twelve  at  night ;  they  got  to 
the  General's  lodgings  undifcovered,  and  having  fecured  the 
centinels,  broke  into  the  houfe,  and  took  the  General  in  bed, 
his  aid  leaped  from  a  window  in  his  lhirt,  and  attempted  to 
efcape,  but  was  taken.  The  party  then  returned  to  their 
boats  with  their  prifoners.  Soon  after  they  had  put  off,  the 
enemy  fired  rockets  from  their  feveral  pofts,  as  fignals  for  an. 
alarm,  but  it  was  too  late.  General  Prefcot  was  efcorted  in 
a  polite  manner,  in  a  chariot  from  Warwick  neck  to  Provi- 
dence. The  manner  in  which  this  affair  was  conducted  does 
.much  honour  to  the  enterprizing  Colonel  Barton. 

General  Wafhington  at  the  camp  at  Middle-brook,  pub-  July  19, 
lifhed  a  manifeflo,  in  anfwer  to  General  Burgoyne's  procla- 
mation, which  may  be  confidered  as  an  excellent  comment 
on  it.  It  begins  in  this  manner  :  "  The  affociated  armies 
in  America  act  from  the  noblefl  motives,  and  for  the  pureft 
purpofes  ;  their  common  object  is  libeity.  The  fame  princi- 
ples actuated  the  arms  of  wRome  in  the  days  of  her  glory, 
and  the  fame  object  was  the  reward  of  Roman  valour. 
When  thefe  facred  ideas  are  profaned,  when  the  abominable 
mixture  of  mercenary,  foreign  and  favage  forces  dares  to  men- 
tion thelove  of  country,  and  the  general  priviledges  of  mankind 
(which  Burgoyne's  proclamation  mentions  as  motives  for  the 
Britifh    conduct,)  the    freemen  of  America  p.otefl    againir. 

*  General  Schuyler  was  tried  for  rot  being  at  Ticondcrovj, 
v hen  it  was   evacuated;    and   General  St.    Clair  was   tried 
Jome  months  after,  and  loth  acquitted. 
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1777.      fuch  abufe  of  language  and  proftitution  of  fentiment.,,     In 
1 — yr-*   another  paragraph  of  the  manifefto  :  "  We  beg  leave  to  ob- 
serve, if  the  power  of  his  Britannic  Majeity's  fleets  and  ar- 
mies have  been  driven  from  Bolton,  repulfed  from  Charlef- 
town,  cut  off  at  Trenton,  expelled  the  Jerfies, and  be  now,  af- 
ter almoft:  three  campaigns, commencing  its  operation,  that 
this  is  a  power  we  do  not  dread."     In  the  clofe  of  the  mani- 
fefto are  ttoefe  expreffions  :    "  Harraffed  as  we  are  by  unre-  jbart 
lenting  persecution,  obliged  by  every  tie   to  repel  violence  \l 
by  force,   urged   by  felf-prefervation    to  exert   the  ftrength  p 
which  Providence  has  given  us  to  defend  our  natural,  rights  |roi 
againfl  the    aggreffor  ;   we  appeal  to  the  hearts  of  all  man 
kind  for  the  juftice  of  our  cauie,  its  event  wefubmit  to  him    m 
whofpeaks  the  fate  of  nations  in  humble  confidence,  that  as 
his  omnifcient  eye  taketh  note  even  of  the  fparrow  that   fal-. 
leth  to  the  ground  :    So  he  will  not  withdraw   his   counte- 
nance from  a  people  who  humbly  array  themfelves  under  his 
banner,  in  defence  of  the  nobleil  principles,  with  which  he 
July  22.  hath  adorned  humanity." 

General  Howe  being  prevented  by  the  vigilance  of  the 
American  General,  from  palling  his  troops  through  the  Jer- 
fies to  make  aa  attempt  on  Philadelphia  by  way  of  the  Dela- 
ware ;  and  having  this  objecl  in  contemplation  (though  diverfe. 
from  the  plan  propofed  and  communicated  by  Lord  George 
Germaine  to  General  Carlton  already,  noted.) 

He  made  preparation  to  embark  them  for  Chefapeak-bay, 
which  being  accomplifhed,  Admiral  Lord  Howe,  with  fix 
line  of  battle  {hips,  four  frigates,  four  (loops  of  war,  and 
another  armed  veffel,  took  under  his  convoy  two  hundred 
and  (eventyfaii  of  tranf ports,  having  on  board  Seventeen  thouf- 
and  troops,  with  whom  he  proceeded  to  the  place  of  deftins- 
tion. 
Augvft.  General  Harkermer,  at  the  head  of  the  militia  from  Tryon. 
county,  State  of  New-York,  marched  to  relieve  Fort  Stan- 
wix,  which  was  furrounded  by  Sir  John  Johnfon  and  his  par- 
ty of  Tories  and  Indians.  He  had  a  fuccefsful  action  with 
them,  within  fix  miles  of  the  fort,  near  Oneida-Creek. 

After  fome  hours  they  were  routed  and  made  off,  leaving 
rooft  of  their  dead  on  the  ground.  Notwithftanding  General 
Harkermer  was  wounded  in  both  his  legs,  he  maintained  the 
ground  ;  he  fat  on  a  flump  and  heroically  encouraged  his 
men.  At  the  end  of  the  action  he  had  but  fifty  men,  the  reft 
having  left  him,  he  brought  off  his  own  wounded  men,  and 
fome  of  the  enemy's.  Colonel  Ganfevoort  the  commander 
of  the  fort,  hearing  the  enemy  had  engaged  the  militia,  he 
fent  Colonel  Willet  with  230  men.  They  fallied  out  of  the 
fort  and  put  to  flight  a  large  party  of  them,  took  one  regular 
paptain  and  four  privates,  &c. 
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The  enemy  was  reinforced,  but  being  hard  prefTed  they  1777. 
ed  as  the  others  had  done,  and  the  party  returned  again  t6  V.  ^.  / 
ie  fort  without  the  lofs  of  a  man.  General  Harkermer 
!id  great  execution  with  his  militia,  160  of  his  men  were 
illed,  wounded,  and  milling.  He  himfelt  foon  after 
ied  oi  the  wounds  he  fo  magnanimouily  bore  in  the 
eld  of  action.  The  lofs  of  the  enemy  about  350,  the  greater 
iart  01  them  Indians,  among  them  many  chiefs. 

The  Continentals  in  the  northern  department  having  evac- 
ated  feveral  polls  after  the  lofs  of  Ticonderoga  and  retreated 
rom  place  to  place,  General  Burgoyne  prefumed  no  more 
ppofition  would  be  made  by  the  country,  and  that  he  might 
u(h  on  without  much  annoyance.  Thefe  flattering  expe£ia- 
tons  fo  far  prevailed  as  led  him  to  adopt  and  purfue  meaf- 
ires,  that  iffued  in  his  defeat  and  capture. 

He  difpatched  Colonel  Baum  (a  German  officer)  with  a 
party  of  1500  men,  upon  a  moft  romantic  expedition.  His 
mftruftions,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  General  Stark,  and 
■ie  communicated,  difcovered  the  object  of  the  expedition,  and 
jhe  route  the  Colonel  was  to  take,  he  was  inftructed  "  To 
proceed  through  the  New-Ha7tipfhire  Grants ,  crofs  the  mount- 
ains, fcour  the  country  with  Peter's  corps  of  tor  ies  and  the  In- 
liai^sfrom  Rockingham  to  Otter-creek,  to  get  horfes,  carri- 
ages, and  cattle,  and  mount  Reidefel's  regiment  of  dragoons t 
to  go  down  Connetlicut  river  as  far  as  Brofrleborough,  and  re- 
urn  by  the  great  road  to  Albany,  there  to  meet  General  Bur- 
goyne, to  endeavour  to  make  the  country  believe  it  was  the 
advanced  body  of  the  General's  army,  who  was  to  crofs  Con- 
\etlicut  river  and  proceed  to  Bojton  ;  and  that  at  Springfeld 
\hty  were  to  be  joined  by  the  troops  from  Rhode- If  land.  All 
officers,  civil  and  military,  a&ing  under  the  Congrefs,were  to 
be  madeprifoners.  To  tax  the  towns  where  they  halted,  and 
tuitk  fuch  articles  as  they  wanted,  and  take  hoflages  for  the 
Performance,  &c." 

By  the  tenor  of  this  commifiion  it  appears  that  the  Britifh  Aug.  6* 
General  thought  his  proclamation  at  Boquet  had  produced 
wonderful  effects  ;  that  it  had  ftruck  a  general  panic  through 
:he  States,  and  quelled  all  oppofition  ;  and  that  it  was  now  on- 
ly for  his  troops  to  move  at  his  command,  and  the  conqueft 
was  obtained. 

With  his  commifiion  in  his  pocket,  Colonel  Baum  fet 
out  to  execute  it, and  proceeded  about  12  or  13 miles,  haulted 
jand  entrenched,  and  could  get  no  further;  here  he  was  ftop- 
jped  :  And  on  the  i6tbof  Auguft,  General  Stark  obtained  a 
complete  victory  over  his  party,  by  which  memorable  event 
the  vain  expectations  of  General  Burgoyne  were  brought  to 
naught,  and  the  foundation  laid  for  the  fignal  conqueft,  which 
Followed  foon  after. 
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iff?.        Brigadier-Genera!,  Stark,  with  fome  of  the  militia  fron  | 
Mafiachufetts,  New-Hampfhire,  and  the  Grants,  attacked  th<  y 
enemy  in  their  entrenchments  about  live  miles  weft  ot  Ben  R 
mngton,  and  after  an  obftinate  engagement  diflodged  them  n 
making  prifoners  of  upwards  of  300,  and  taking  two  fielc  jf 
pieces.     The  Continental   General  was  reinforced  by   1.5(01 
men  under  Colonel  Warner.  They  purfued  two  miles,  whei  kj 
the  enemy  had  a  reinforcement  of  a  1000  men  and  two  fiek  J 
pieces.     A  fecond  and  very  fmart  a&ion  enfued,  and  afte;  m 
being  continued  about  two  hours,  the  enemy  beat  a  retreat  n 
The  militia  ruihed  on  with  a  general  fhout  which  put  thi 
enemy  into  fuch  contufion,  that  they  left  their  wounded  be 
hind  them,  and  General  Stark,  matter  of  the  field.     In  th< 
fecond  onfet  two  field  pieces  more,  and   300  of  the  enemj  ( 
were  taken  ;  they  left  200  dead  on  the  fpot. 

The  parties  fent  out  by   General   Stark,   brought  in   io< 
prifoners,  he  took  alfo   1000  ftand  of  arms,  eight  loads  o 
baggage  and  20  horfes.     The  number  of  killed,   wounded 
and  prifoners,  is  as  follows  : 
1  Lieut.  Colonel,     %$y  Tories,  2  Canadian  officers  | 

1  Major,  4  Enfigns,  3  Surgeons, 

5  Captains,  2  Cornets,         37  Britifh  foldiers, 

12  Lieutenants,  1  Judge  adv.    398  Heflians, 


36  Canadians, 

6,54  Prifoners, 

200  killed,  80  wounded,  Total  934 — about  400  of  then  1 
were  efcorted  to  Bofton,  and  put  on  board  prifon  ihips,  &c,  \ 
provided  for  them,  being  Germans,   Canadians,   and  fomc 
Britifh  foldiers.     polonel  Baum  died  of  the  wounds  he  re 
ceived  in  battle. 

[It  appears  by  the  Englifh  papers  that  General  Burgoync 
was  cenfured  for  this  undertaking,  and  for  employing  a  Ger 
man  Colonel  to  command  in  fuch  an  enterprize,  who,  though 
brave,  could  not  be  expefted  to  have  an  idea  of  the  nature  i 
ot  American  warfare,  and  did  not  underftand  a  fyilable  o 
the  language  of  the  people  whofe  affeclions  he  was  to  try/j 

The  following  anecdote  is  worthy  of  record.  The  vener 
able  old  man  who  is  the  fubject.  of  it,  difcovers  more  than 
Roman  greatnefs  of  foul.     We  wifh  we  could  give  his  name, 

A  good  old  gentleman,  that  had  five  fons  in  the  field 
whofe  furrowed  cheeks  and  filver  locks  added  venerablenefa « 
to  his  hoary  brows,  being  told  that   he   was  unfortunate   in  q 
one  of  his   fons — replied,  what,  has  he  mifbehaved,  did  he|ui 
defert  his  poll  I  Or  fhrink  from  the  charge  !— No  Sir,  fays 
the  informant,  worfe  than  that, — -He  is  among  the  {lain,  he 
fell  contending  mightily  in  the   caufe;  then  I  am  fatisfied, 
replied  the  venerable  fire  ;  bring  him  in  and  lay  him  beforefc 

I!, 


it 
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t,  that  at  reifure  I  may  behold  and  furvey  the  darling  of     4^77r 
iy  foul — upon  which  the  corps  was  brought  in  and  laid  be-    ^ 
Ire  him,  all  befmeared  with  dirt  and  gore — He  then  calls 
r  a  bowl  of  water  and  a  napkin,  and  with  his  own   hands 
ifhes  the  gore  from  his  fon's  corps,  and  wiped  his  gaping 
aunds,  with  a  complacency,  as  he  himfelf  expreffed  it, 
^ich  before  he  had  never  felt  or  experienced. 
Some  inflances  of  lavage   barbarity  by  the  Indians  in 
*  iirgoyne's  army  after  they  had  got  poffeflion  of  Ticonder- 
tt  a,  he  was  informed  of  by  a  letter  from  General  Gates*  in 
i  e  words  following.     "  A  young  lady,  Mifs  M'Crea,  love- 
to  the  fight  of  virtuous  character,  and  amiable  difpofition, 
gaged  to  be  married  to  an  officer  in  your  army,  was,  with 
ier  women  and  children  taken  out  of  a  houfe  near  Fort- 
ward,  carried  into  the  woods,  and  there  fcalped  and  mang- 
old in  a  moft  (hocking  manner.     Two  parents  with   their 
o  [  children  were  all  treated  with  the  fame  inhumanity  while 
fid  lietly  refiding  in  their  own  happy  and  peaceful  dwellings- 
tie  niiferable  fate  of  Mifs  M'Crea  was  peculiarly  aggravat- 
*.n|  by  being  drefled  to  receive  her  promifed  hufband— but 
let  her  murderer,  employed  by  you.     Upwards  of  one  hun- 
:,  led  men,  women,  and  children,  have  perifhed  by  the  hands 
the  Ruffians,  to  whom  it  is  afferted  you  have  paid  the  price 
blood."     The  fubftance  of  General  Burgoyne's  reply  fol- 
>ws.     "  The  fa£i  (he  fays)  was  no  premeditated  barbarity  ; 
:«  i  the  contrary,  two  Chiefs  who  had  brought  Mifs  M'Crea 
&  Ffor  the  purpofe  of  fecurity  (not  of  violence)  to  her  per- 
nl  n,  difputed  which  fhould  be  her  guard,  and  in  a  fit  of  fav- 
:fl  e  paflion,  in  one  from  whofe  hands  fhe  was  fnatched,  the 

ihappy  woman  became  the  victim. 
w* !  He  obliged  (he  fays)  the  Indians  to  deliver  up  the  murder* 
■/:.  !  into  his  hands,  and  he  certainly  fhould  have  fuffered  an 
.;:  inorrTfciious  death,  had  he  not  been  convinced  that  a  par- 
::s\  m  on  his  terms,  would  be  more  efficacious  than  an  execu- 
:  o  >n,  to  prevent  further  mifchief — that  he  paid  for  fcalps  he 
;nies,  nut  the  Indians  were  to  receive  compenfation  for 
:'r  'ifoners." 

j  The  mode  of  employing  favages  and  Oaves  in  the  Britifh 

(  mies,  was  recommended  by  a  Minifter   of  State  as   early 

the    beginning    of  the  war.      Lord    Dartmouth,  then 

ad  :cretary  of  State  for'  the  American  department,  wrote  to 

.  i  ord  Dunmore  of  Auguft  ^th,  1775.     M  The  hopes  you  hold 

i  it  to  us  in  your  letter  in  the  firlt  of  May,  that  yo  j  fhould 

,    able  to  collect,  from  among  the  Indians,  negroes  and  oth- 

perfons  a  force  fufiicient,  if  not  to  quell  the  rebellion,  at 

tft  to  defend  government  was  very  encouraging,**      Lord 
•orge  Germaine  informed  Sir  Guy  Carlton-*'  That  his  Maj- 
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1777 '•     in  a  letter  to  Lord  George,  of  June  2  2d,  1777,  fays  "  Tha$ 
*    V*    he  allowed  the  Indians  to  take  the  fcalps  of  the  dead.5* 

Fort-Stanwix  was  attacked  by  Colonel  St.  Leger,  with  a 
body  of  regulars,  and  (according  to  a  letter  from  Canada, 
publifhed  in  England;  about  2000  Indians— *the  attack  did 
not  continue  long  ;  he  foon  marched  off  with  great  precipita- 
tion, leaving  his  tents  with  confiderable  baggage,  provifions 
military  ftores,  &c.  the  probable  caufe  of  his  going  off  fud. 
denly,  was  his  hearing  General  Arnold  was  on  his  way  tc 
relieve  the  fort.  The  real  intention  of  St.  Leger  not  being 
known,  whether  he  was  returning  back  with  his  force,  ot 
retired  from  the  fort  with  a  defign  to  engage  Arnold's  party 
on  the  road.  General  Arnold  fuppofing  the  former,  fent  i 
body  of  906  men  to  make  a  forced  march  to  the  fort,  in 
hopes  of  coming  up  with  their  rear,  and  fecuring  their  can 
non  and  heavy  baggage ;  but  before  they  arrived  at  the  fort, 
Colonel  Ganfenvoort,  the  commander. Tent  out  a  fmall  party 
who  brought  in  four  Royals,  and  a  quantity  of  baggage,  witr 
fome  prifoners  and  deferters. 

The  real  caufe  of  St.  Leger's  retreat  was  afterwards  knowr 
to  be  from  the  advance  of  thofe  (he  called)  rebels  ;  and  ac. 
cording  to  the  account  he  gave,  the  ferocity  and  ungovern- 
ablenefs  of  the  Indians  who  obliged  him  to  retreat. 

Major- General  Sullivan,  in  the  Jerfies,  planned  an  expedi^ 
tion  to  Staten-IJlandt  and   undertook   it   the  22d  Auguft. 
He  forwarded  to  Congrefs  an  account  of  his   proceedings,  !9 
and  his  reafons  for  undertaking  it,  viz.  "  That  the  troops  on  !l 
that  Ifland  were  frequently  malting  excurfions  into  the  Jefr 
fies,  carrying  offinhabitants,  cattle,  &c.  thefe  reafons  induc- 
ed him  to  embark  in  the  affair,  in  which  he  was   aiMed  by 
Generals  Smallwoodand  De'Bouers,with  about  2000  troops, 
chiefly  of  the  Jerfey  militia  ;  he  croffed  the  Kills  at  the  blaz- 
ing ftar,  and  was  joined  by  the  reft  of  the  Elizabeth-town  mili- 
tia.    After  landing  they  proceeded  to  the  houfe  of  the  tory, 
Colonel  Lawrence,  who  commanded  fome  new  raifed  provin- 
cial levies;  they  made  him  prifoner  with  feveral  other  officers 
and  80  privates,  which  was  the  fir  ft  notice  the  enemy  had  olj ;' 
their  being  upon  the  illand  ;  they  alfo  made  prifoners  of  Col.  !! 
Barton,  another  tory  Colonel,  and  about  40  privates.      He*1 
repulfed  the  enemy  in  feveral  fkirmilhes,  and  took   befides 
the  above  mentioned  9  other  officers,  130  privates,  ^and-  28 
tories,  alfo  a  confiderable  number  of  arms,  hats,  blankets, 
cloths,  and  fome  hard  money,  &c.  deftroyed  their  ftores  and 
veffels.  and  brought  off  their  baggage  with  a  number  of  cat-' 
tie.     They  reported  about    400   of    the  enemy  killed  and 
wounded  ;  his  lofs  in  killed,  wounded  and  prifoners  was  164. 
The  remainder  retreated  with    their  plunder  to 
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without  confulting  Congrefs,  or  the  Commander  in  chief;  1777. 
he  was  examined  before  a  Court  of  Enquiry,  of  which  Lord  *  ..y— J 
Stirling  was  Prefident.  In  their  opinion  General  Sulli- 
van's conduct  in  planning  and  executing  the  expedition, 
was  fuch  as  deferved  the  approbation  of  his  country.  Gen- 
eral Howe,  with  his  troops,  being  on  their  way  to  Philadel- 
phia, the  Council  of  Pennfylvania  were  of  opinion  that  the 
*afety  of  that  State  was  in  peculiar  danger  from  divers  per- 
bns  who  were  in  office  under  the  late  hereditary  govern- 
nent,  or  othervvife  in  the  fervice  of  the  King  of  Great-Brit- 

tin,  which  caufed  thofe  perfons  to  be  apprehended  :  They 
/ere  indulged  on  parole,  with  a  convenient  degree  of  liber- 
f.  John  Penn,  Efq.  the  late  Governour,  and  the  late 
Ihief  Juftice  Chew,  refilling  to  fign  paroles,  were  fent  to 
rederickfburg,  in  Virginia.  Twenty  other  perfons,  inhab- 
its of  Philadelphia,  chiefly  of  the  denomination  of  Qua- 
;ers,  were  removed  to  Stampton,  in  Virginia,  there  to  be 
reated  according  to  their  characters  and  ftations,  as  far  as 
/as  confident  with  fecurity  of  their  perfons  :  They  were; 
or  a  time  deprived  of  the  liberty  they  wifhed  for,  but  not 
be  leaft  injury  offered  to  them. 

General  Carlton  embarks  at  Quebec  for  England,  and  is    Aug.  23 
iicceeded  by  Gen.  Haldiman  as  Governour  of  Canada,  &c. 
Captain  Guftavus  Cunningham,  in  an  armed  veflel  under 
merican,  colours,  having  taken  the  Harwich  packet-boat, 
d  carried  her  into  Dunkirk,  Cunningham  (by  application 
om  the  Britifh  Ambaflador,    Lord  Stormont)    was  con- 
ned for  a  breach  of  treaty  refpecling  that  port ;  but  he  and 
is  company,  were  foon  after  releafed,  and  at  liberty  to  pro- 
ed  on  another  cruize.     This  difgufted  the  Britifh  Court 
ith  France,  and  difappointed  the  hopes  of  Lord   North, 
ho  told  Parliament   "  Cunningham  would  be  treated  in 
ranee  as  a  pirate."     The  Court  of  Ver failles  took  no  fur- 
er  notice  of  the  matter.   - 

Lord  Howe  arrived  with  his  fleet  from  New-York,  at  the    Au?.  25. 
outh  of  Elk  river,  and  on  the  landing  the  army  at  Elk  fer- 
,  a  corps  of  them  then  advanced  to  the  head  of  the  Elk, 
the  weft  fide  of  the  river,  within  fifty  or   fixty  miles  of    Aug.  26. 
iladelphia. 

General  Washington,  with  the  main  body  of  his  army,    Aug.  30. 
arched  through   Philadelphia  in  his  way  down  to  Mary- 
nd  ;  and  the  laft  of  the  month  encamped  at  Wilmington, 
irty  miles  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  about  twenty 
iles  from  the  enemy  on  Elk  river. 

The  returns  of  the  Royal  army  make  them  to  confifl  of      Sept,  1. 
000  men  at  this  date,  in  all  their  divifions. 
jGeneral   Wafhington,  in  a  letter  to  Congrefs,  dated  at      Sept.  <a» 
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1777*  fiderable  force,  had  a  fkirmifh  with  fome  of  his  light  advanc- 
**— V"—'  ed  corps,  who,  though  they  were  obliged  to  retreat,  yet  ha 
believed  the  enemy  had  fuffered  the  greateft  lofs,#  as  fome 
of  the  Continental  party  were  expert  markfmen,  and  ha(J 
Opportunities  of  giving  them  feveral  clofe  and  well  directed 
fires,  particularly  in  one  inftance,  where  a  body  ot  riflemen 
formed  a  kind  of  ambufcade.  The  defign  ot  their  (the  ene- 
my's) movement,  General  Washington  fays,  feemed  to  have: 
been  to  difperfe  our  light  troops,  who  had  been  troublefome' 
to  them  ;  and  to  gain  poiTeflion  ot  Iron-hill,  to  eftablifa  a 
poff  molt  probably  for  covering  their  retreat  in  cafe  of  acciv » 
dents." 

Congrefs  ordered  General  Smallwood  and  Colonel  Gift 
to  the  eaftern  and  weftern  fhores  of  Maryland.  They,  with 
General  Cadwallader,  of  Philadelphia,  were  to  take  command 
of  the  militia  there,  and  to  act  on  the  rear,  and  the  left  flank 
if  the  enemy  advanced,  to  be  joined  with  militia  from  the 
Jerfies  under  General  Dickinfon.  General  Sullivan  with 
his  divifion,  were  directed  to  join  the  Continental  army. 

Sept,  9.  General  Wafhington  moved  with  his  troops  to  Newport, 

three  miles  below  Wilmington.  The  Royalifts  marched  in 
one  folid  column  to  Mill-town,  within  about  i\  mile  of  to 
General  Washington's  main  body,  but  foon  after  filed  offtqf  p 
the  right  ot  them  in  order  to  pofiefs  themfelves  of  a  fort  or* 
the  heights  of  Brandywine ;  but  General  Wafhington  per- 
ceiving their  defign,  difpatched  Lord  Stirling  with  his  divify 
ion  to  get  poiTeflion  before  them. 

Sept.  11.         An  action  took  place  at  Brandywine,  the  particulars  of  le 
which  were  publifhed  in  a  letter  written  at  Schuylkill,  tw^ 
days  after  the  action. 

"  The  action  began  in  the  morning,  when  a  large  body  of 
the  enemy  appeared  oppofite  to  them,  and  a  heav^  cannof, 
ade  laffed,  more  or  lefs  the  whole  day.  Gen.  Maxwell's  ad*  it 
vanced  light  corps,  engaged  the  advanced  parties  ot  the  en* 
emy  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Brandywine  creekt  with  fuc- 
cefs.  Another  body  advanced  oppofite  to  to  our  army,  and; 
took  a  circuitous  route  of  fix  miles  to  our  right,  and  crofted  net 
the  creek,  at  the  forks  of  Brandywine.  General  Warning* 
ton  had  very  contradictory  accounts  of  the  number,  and  de- 
termination of  this  column,  until  the-'  had  crofled  the  creek, 
fix  miles  in  our  right ;  he  imrrjediately  ordered  General  Sul- 
livan's, Lord  Stirling's,  and  Stephen's  divifions,  to  advance 
and  attack  them ;  ttm  was  about  three  o'clock  in  the  after- 
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*  An  acounl  publifhed  fince,  makes  59  killed,  80  wounded 
20  prifoners  of  the  Royali/ls. 

t  This  creek  empties  itfelfinto  the  Delaware,   near   Wild 
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>on,  thefe  divifions  having  marched  about  three  miles  fell  1777. 
with  the  enemy,  who  were  alfo  advancing.  Each  fide  v  v  ■  * 
ifhed  for  a  hill  fituated  in  the  middle  ;  the  conteft  became 
cordingly  fevere,  and  lafted  without"  intermiffion  for  an 
>ur  and  an  half,  when  our  troops  began  to  give  way,  many 
iving expended  all  their  cartridges.  " General  Wafhington, 
ho,  in  the  beginning  of  the  action,  galloped  to  the  right, 
dered  Major-General  Greene's  divifion  and  Nam's  bri- 
ide  from  the  left,  but  the  diftance  being  fo  great,  the  other 
vifion  had  retreated  before  this  arrived ;  however,  they 
rmed,  and  were  of  the  utmoft  fervice  in  covering  the  re- 
:at  of  the  other  divifions,  particularly,  Wendon's  brigade 
General  Greene's  divifion,  who  behaved  to  admiration, 
an  exceflive  hot  fire,  they  attacked  the  Britifh  grena- 
ers,  and  finally  after  dark  came  off  in  great  order.  While 
is  fcene  was  acting  on  the  right,  the  enemy  opened  a  bat- 
ry  on  the  left,  of  eleven  pieces  ot  cannon,  oppofite  to  one  of 
irs,  oi  the  fame  number.  General  Wayne,  with  a  divifion 
Pennfylvania  troops,  having  General  Maxwell's  light 
ps  on  the  left,  and  General  Nam's  brigade  (which  was 
terwards  drawn  off  to  fupport  the  right  wing)  on  his  right, 
rmed  the  left  wing.  The  enemy's  batteries,  and  ours  kept 
an  inceffant  cannonade  and  formed  fuch  a  column  of 
loke,  that  the  Briiifh  troops  paffed  the  creek  unperceived 
1  the  right  of  the  battery,  in  the  ground  which  was  left  un- 
xupied  by  the  withdraw  of  General  Nalh's  brigade. 
V  A  very  fevere  aclion  immediately  commenced  between 
eneral  Wayne  and  the  enemy,  who  had  now  got  poffeflion 
a  height  oppofite  to  him;  they  made  feveral  efforts  to 
is  the  low  grounds  between  them,  and  were  as  frequently  - 
:pulfed.  Night  coming  on,  his  Excellency  the  General 
ive  orders  for  a  retreat,  which  was  regularly  effected,  with- 
at  the  leafl  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  purfue. 
"  Our  troops  that  night  retired  to  Chefter." 
The  latter  writer  remarks,  "  This  is  the  moft  capital  and 
neral  a&ion  cf  the  prefent  war,  and  when  weconfider  the 
ecarious  circumftances  of  the  enemy,  and  the  views  they 
ad,  to  take  Philadelphia  by  a  fingle  action,  the  lofs  they 
ftained  without  attaining  their  end;  it  may  be  fairly  con- 
Juded,  from  a  comparifon  of  circumftances,  that  if  the  ad- 
lantage  is  not  on  our  fide,  yet  they  will  have  but  little  to 
toaft  of." 

Monfieur  de  Condry*  of  the  Continental  army  was  unfor- 
mately  drowned  iri  eroding  the  Schuylkill. 
Notwithflanding  the  fhuation  in  which  the  engagement 

*  This  gentleman  was  a  Brigadier  -General  and  Engineer 
the  French  fervice,  and  a  Major  General  in  the  American 
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1777.      happened,  prevented  little  more  than  one  half  of  GeneraiP 
1  ■  v  ■' ;     Wafhington's    force,   to  be  oppofed  to   nearly  the   wholdfli 
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ftrength  of  the  enemy  ;  it  was  reported  with  confidence,  tha 
the  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  Continentals,  did  not  exceed  ondknc 
thoufand,  killed  and  wounded  ;  among  the  latter,  is  the  youn|jj)ie< 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette,   lately  from   Fiance,    and  Genera 
Woodford  ;  the  enemy  loft  double  the  number.     An  ac 
count   publifhed,  has  it  8oo  killed,  1178  wounded,  in  th 
whole  1978.     It  is  certain  that  many  were  killed  and  wound 
ed  on  both  fides,  and  the  lols  greateft  on  the  fide  of  the  Roy 
alifts. 
Sept,  13  Burgoyne  palled   the   Hudfon,   and  encamped   on  th 

and  14.       heights,  and  in  the  plains  of  Saratoga.  !|fl) 

Sept,  lj.       '/The  northern  army  advanced   in  three  columns,   unde 
G-enerals  Lincoln  and  Arnold,  General  Gates'in  the  centre 
The  defign  was  to  endeavour  to  force  Burgoyne   and  hi 
troops  back  to  Canada,  "  which  (in  the  words  oi  the  gene 
ral  orders  iffued  by  General  Gates,  previous  to  their  march) 
had  been  fuccefs fully  begun  by  Gen.  Stark  and  Col.  WarrHtti 
£r  at  the  eaflward  ;  and  by  Gen.  Harkerman  and  Col.  GanJp 
ievoort  at  the  weftward  ;  and  could  not,  with  the  bleffing  ojjjit 
heaven,  fail  to  be  equally  profperous  in  the  hands  of  the  ge 
nerals  and  foldiers,  appointed  to  face  the  enemy's  main   ar 
my  at  the  northward.     If  the  murder  of  aged  parents,  withj 
yheir  innocent  children  ;  if  mangling  the  blooming  virgin 
aitd  iiip^enfive  youth  are  inducements  to  revenge — it  thdu 
righteoft*  caufe  of  freedom,  and  the  happinefs  of  pofteritjj 
are  the  motives  to  ftimulateto  conquer  their  mercenary  an 
mercilefs  toes,  the  time  is  now  come,  when  they  are   callei 
upon  by   their   country,  by  their    General,  and   by  everjH 
thing  divine  and  human  to  vanquifh  the   foe."     Thefe  ox\  u 
ders  infpired  them  with   ardor  to  revenge  their   country'* 
wrongs,  and  their  operations  heaven  crowned  with  fuccefs.; 
The  main  body  of  Gates's  army  took  poll  near  Stillwater 
between  Saratoga  and  the  mouth  of  Mohawk  river. 
Sept,  19.        The    firft  general   action  beween   Burgoyne's  and   thej 
Continental  army  happened  on  this  day.     The  latter  being] 
encamped  on  Behmus's  heights  on  the  Hudfon,  fome  miles* 
above  Stillwater,  and  the  latter  at  Van  Veighten's  mill,  {even 
miles   north.     The  advanced  guards  of  the  Continentals,' 
confiding  of  Morgan's  rifles,  and  detachments  from  the  otlu 
er  corps,  polled  at  about  one  mile  and  an  half  front  of  the  en* 
enemy,  were  attacked  by  three  regiments  of  Britifh  troops^ 
and  after  an  obftinate  difpute  the  enemy  gave  way  with  co 
f;derable  lofs,  but  being  reinforced  they  renewed  the  attac 
The  Continentals  being  at  the  fame  time  fupported  by  the* 
left  wing,  confiftingof  the  whole  of  Arnold's  divifion  receiv- 
ed them  warmly ;  and  though  the  enemy  brought  at*  their 
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irbole  force,  not  more  than  half  the  Continentals  maintained      1777* 
heir  ground  till  night,  when  both  parties  retired.  *    ^../ 

The  lofs  of  the  enemy  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prifonen, 
mounted  fas  was  reported)  to  near  1000.  They  had  two 
>ieces  of  artillery  in  this  action,  one  of  which  was  taken  and 
etaken  four  different  times,  the  enemy  finally  keeping  it ; 
he  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  Continentals,  varioufly  reported  : 
>ome accounts  make  them  260,  and  the  higeft  number  318.* 
V  detachment  of  500  men  were  fent  from  General  Lin- 
oln's  divifion,  under  Colonel  Brown,  to  attack  the  enemy 
t  the  landing  at  Lake  George,  three  miles  from  Ticondero- 
;a,  with  a  view  to  retake  the  prifoners  and  deft roy  the  ene- 
ny's  flores. 

Another  detachment  of  equal  number,  marched  the  fame 
ay  for  Mount-Independence  to  divert  the  enemy's  attention 
rom  Colonel  Brown.  Thefe  parties  had  orders,  if  they 
ound  it  pra&icable,  to  attack  Ticonderoga  and  the  Mount. 

Colonel  Woodbridge,  with  a  like  number,  marched  for 
ikenefborough,  Fort  Ann  andFort  Edward,  all  which  places 
he  Royalifts  had  evacuated,  and  collected  their  whole  force 
t  their  grand  army.  Six  days  alter  the  action,  mentioned 
bove.     General  Gates  was  joined  by  two  hundred  Oneida 

dians,  who,  with  the  riflemen,  were  detached  to  gain  in- 
ormation  oi  the  enemy's  fituation,  and  to  attack  their  out- 
ofts  ;  the  army  following  the  next  day.  Colonel  Brown 
aving  fucceeded  in  the  bufinefs  he  went  upon,  to  lake 
jeorge,  informed  General  Lincoln  what  he  had  done,  from 
is  letter,  and  an  officer  in  his  detatchment,  we  learn,  "  That 
Iter  taking  poffeflion  of  the  old  French  lines  at  Ticonder- 
>ga,  and  keeping  them  four  days  with  300  men,  Mount 
Defiance  fell  into  his  hands  with  loomen.  He  took  200  bat- 
eaux on  lake  Champlain  and  Mount  Hope,  feveral  large 
un  boats  and  an  armed  floop,  fome  cannon  and  fmall  arms, 
qual  to  the  number  of  prifoners  who  were  about  300 — he 
lfo  releafed  a  number  of  Continental  prifoners." 

After  performing  thefe  fervices,  Colonel  Brown  joined 
he  main  army. 

After  the  aftion  at  Brandywine,  the  outpoft  of  the  Con- 
inental  and  Royal  armies  had  a  fkirmifh  near  the  Warren 
avern  twenty-three  miles  from  Philadelphia,  and  on  Lan- 
after  road.  The  Royalifts  had  now  got  poiTeflion  of  We- 
llington, and  Congrefs  thought  it  prudent  to  remove  to  York- 
own,  in  the  northern  part  of  Pennfylvania.  The  city  of 
Philadelphia,  then  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Roy?lifts,  and 

the  Britiih  and  HeiTian  grenadiers  with  a  detachment  of    Sepi.  27. 
loyal  artillery,  took  poifeifton  of  the  city  (and  as  a  public 

*  Thefe  numbers  differ  greatly  from   that  given   by  the 
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1777.      paper  reports)  headed  by  Colonel  Harcourt  with  a  party  of 
*    Y  "^    %nt  dragoons  under  command  of  Earl  Cornwallis,  who  was 
attended  at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers  by  Sir  William  Erf- 
kine,  commiflary-general,  and  a  number  of  other  officers  of 
diftinclion  with  a  band  otmufic  playing  God  fave  the  King  ** 
OB,  4.  That  part  of  the  Royal  army  that  were  left  in  poffeiTion  of 

New- York,  in  the  abfence  of  General  Howe,  having  receiv- 
a  recruit  of  frefh  troop  from  England,  General  Vaughan  un- 
dertook an  expedition  up  Hudfon's  river,  probably  to  make 
a  diverfion  in  favour  ot  General  Burgoyne,  whofe  fituation 
became  now  very  hazardous.  A  number  of  troops  were 
embarked  in  about  thirty  fail  of  veiTels,  and  a  number  of 
flat-bottom  beats,  under  Sir  James  Wallace  ;  they  proceedr 
-  ed  up  the  river,  as  far  as  Tarry-town,  and  landed  fome 
men  ;  the  next  morning  refhipped  them,  and  proceeded  to 
King's-ferry,  and  landed  a  few  troops,  but  their  main  body, 
landed  on  the  oppofite  (hore,  the  weft  fide  ;  on  the  Monday 
following,  thofe  at  Peck's-Hill  crofted  over.  About  4000 
inarched  towards  the  Continental  forts,  Montgomery  and 
Clinton  ;  they  were  oppofed  in  their  march  by  an  inferior 
number  who  were  obliged  to  retire.  The  forts  were  garri- 
foned  with  5,  or  600  men,  and  between  the  hours  of  one 
and  two  the  attack  began,  but  the  fire  from  the  fort  put 
them  into  confufion  feveral  times.  About  four  o'clock,  a 
flag  was  fent,  demanding  a  furrender  in  a  few  minutes,  or 
they  mould  all  be  put  to  the  fword  ;  Colonel  Livingfton 
returned  for  anfwer,  "They  were  determined  to  defend  the 
fort  to  the  laft  extremity."  The  combat  was  then  renewed 
with  vigour,  til!  dufk  of  the  evening,  when  the  Royalifts 
flormed  the  upper  redoubts,  which  commanded  the  fort 
Montgomery,  and  after  a  fevere  ftruggle,  by  fuperiority  of 
numbers,  they  got  poffeflion.  At  the  fame  time,  they  florm- 
ed and  took  Fort  Clinton,  where  were  only  militia,  who 
made  a  noble  defence. 

The  greatefl  part  of  the  garrifoh,  with  almoft  all  the  offi- 
cers, taking  advantage  of  the  darknefs  of  the  night  made 
their  efcape,  after  the  enemy  had  been  fome  time  mafter  of 
the  Forts, 

It  was  reported  that  the  conquerors  refufed  to  give 
quarters,  and  continued  firing  on  thegarrifon  after  they  had 
fcaled  the  ramparts.  The  Continental  Frigates,  Con- 
grefs  and  Montgomery  being  in  the  river,  and  the  wind  and  I 
tide  unfavourable  to  remove  them  higher  up,  they  were 
burnt,  to  prevent  falling  into  the  enemy's  hands  ;  their  lofs 
in  this  adventure  in  killed  and  wounded  was  very  confidera-  j 
ble.  Notwithstanding  their  fuccefs,  it  proved  of  no  advan- 
tage to  the  army  from  Canada,  under  Burgoyne. 

An  aftion  took  place  this  day,  between  the  Continental 
n--~..  „.,,i  n ~~~~„\  tj ».,    „.  r »L. #.w.,~  ~:„i.*  ~,;i~,.  i-^,^. 


the  American  War.  tig 

Philadelphia.  The  following  is  Gen.  Washington's  account  1777. 
of  it  in  a  letter  to  Congrefs,  dated  Penbuckers-Mill,  O&.  ,5,  \  r* 
[1777.  '•■  Having  received  intelligence  by  two  intercepted 
letters,  that  General  Howe  had  detached  a  part  of  his  force 
lor  the  purpofe  of  reducing  Billings-Fort,  and  the  forts  on 
Delaware,  I  communicated  the  accounts  to  my  general 
officers,  who  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion  that  a  favourable 
opportunity  offered  to  make  an  attack  upon  the  troops,  which 
were  at,  and  near  Gerraantown.  It  was  accordingly  agreed 
it  mould  take  palace  yefterday  morning,  and  the  following 
difpofitions  were  made. 

The  divifions  of  Sullivan  and  Wayne,  flanked  by  Con-  - 
way's  brigade,  were  to  enter  the  town  by  way  of  Chefnut- 
Hill,  while  General  Armftrong  with  the  Pennfylvania  mi- 
litia, fhould  fall  down  the  Menatawney  road  by  Vanderinge- 
Mills,  and  get  upon  the  enemy's  left  and  rear.  The  divif- 
|ions  of  Green  and  Stephens,  flanked  by  M'Dougal's 
[brigade,  were  to  enter  by  taking  a  circuit  by  way  of  the 
J^ime-Kiln  road,  at  the  market-houfe,  and  to  attack  their 
right  wing  ;  and  the  militia  of  Maryland  and  Jerfey  under 
Generals  Smallwood  and  Freeman,  were  to  march  by  the 
Old  York  road,  and  fall  upon  the  rear  of  their  right.  Lord 
Sterling  with  Nafh  and  Maxwell's  brigades,  were  to  form  a 
corps  de  referve. 

We  marched  about  7  o'cock  the  preceding  morning,  and 
General  Sullivan's  advanced  party,  drawn  from  Conway's 
brigade  attacked  their  piquet,  at  Mount-Ring,  at  Mr.  Allen's 
houfe  about  funrife  the  next,  morning,  which  prefently  gave 
way,  and  his  main  body,  confiftingof  the  right  wing,  follow- 
ing foon,  engaged  the  light-infantry,  and  other  troops  en- 
camped near  the  piquet,  which  were  forced  from  the  ground, 
leaving  their  baggage,  they  retreated  a  confiderablediftance, 
having  previodRy  thrown  a  party  into  Mr.  Chew's  houfe, 
who  were  in  a  fituation,  not  to  be  eafily  forced  ;  and  had  it 
in  their  power,  from  the  windows,  to  give  us  no  fmall  an- 
noyance, and  in  a  great  meafure  to  obftruft  our  advance. 
The  attack  from  our  left  column,  under  General  Greene 
began  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour  after  that  from  the 
right,  and  was  the  fame  time  equally  fuccefsful  ;  but  I  can- 
not enter  upon  the  particulars  of  what  happened  in  that 
quarter,  as  I  am  not  yet  informed  of  them  with  certainty  and 
precifion.  \  he  morning  was  extremely  foggy,  which  pre- 
vented our  improving  the  advantages  we  had  gained,  fo 
well  as  we  otherwife  fhould  have  done.  This  cirrumftance, 
by  concealing  from  us  the  true  fituation  of  the  enemy,  oblig- 
ed us  to  act  with  more  caution,  and  lefs  expedition,  than  we 
could  have  wifhed,  and  gave  the  enemy  time  to  recover 
from  the  efFe&s  of  our  fir  ft  impreflion  ;    and  what  was  dill 
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1777.  more  unfortunate,  it  ferved  to  keep  our  different  parties  in 
*  ^ii*  ignoranceof  each  other's  movements,  and  hindered  their  aft- 
ing  in  concert ;  italic  occasioned  them  to  rniftake one  another, 
for  the  enemy,  which  I  believe  more  than  any  thing  elfe, 
contributed  to  the  misfortunes  which  enfued.  In  the  midft  |J 
of  the  moll  promifing  appearances,  when  every  thing  gave 
the  moil  flattering  hopes  or  victory,  the  troops  began  fud- 
denly  to  retreat,  and  entirely  left  the  field,  in  fpite  of  every 
effort  that  could  be  made  to  rally  them. 

Upon  the  whole  it  may  be  faid,  this  day  was  rather  unfor- 
tunate than  injurious.  Wefuflained  no  material  lofsof  men, 
and  broughtoffall  our  artillery  except  one  piece  which  wasdif- 
mounted.  The  enemy  are  nothing  the  better  by  the  event 
and  our  troops,  who  are  not  the  leaft  difpirited  by  it,  have 
gained  what  all  young  troops  gain  by  being  in  aclion.  We 
have  had  however  feveral  valuable  officers  killed  and  woun- 
ed,  particularly  the  latter.  General  Nafh  is  among  the 
wounded,  and  his  life  is  defpaired  of.*  The  letter  concludes 
with  encomiums  on  the  gallantry  of  General  Sullivan  and 
the  whole  right  wing  of  the  army  who  a£ted  immediately  | 
under  his  Excellency's  eye.  In  a  poftfcript  he  takes  no- 
tice— "  I  have  juft  heard  from  General  Greene,  I  fear  the 
lofs  is  more  confiderable  than  I  at  firft  apprehended.  The 
cannon  mentioned  above  is  faid  to  be  brought  off  in  a  wag- 
gon. 

*  General  Nafli  died  fo on  after — The  following  lines  were, 
written  in  Carolina  on  occafidn  of  his  death. 

"  On  Bunker's  hill  great  Warren  is  no  more, 
The  brave  Montgomery's  fall  we  next  deplore  ; 
Princetown 's  fair  fields  to  trembling  Britain  tell, 
How  fear' d  with  wounds  the  conqueror  Mercer fell; 
New-England's  boafl  the  generous  Woonerflain, 
Demands  our  tears,  while  Britons  fly  the  plain. 
(And  Harkerman  who  fought  the  favage  race  ) 
Among  the  Heroes  well  deftrves  a  place. 
Laflflow  our  for  rows  for  a  favorite  fon, 
Whom  weeping  Carolina  claims  her  own  ; 
The  gallant  Na(h,  who  with  the  fatal  wound, 
Tho'  tortur'd — welt' ring  on  the  ho  file  ground. 
"  Fight  on  my  troops"  with  fmiling  ardor  faid, 
"  Tis  but  the  fate  of  war,  "  be  not  difmay'd. 
High  heaven  defigns  for  great  events  this  woe, 
Which  till  the  defind  period  none  mujl  know  ; 
Heroes  of  old,  they  for  their  country  food 
Rais'd  mighty  Empires founded wi,h  their  blood; 
In  this  new  world  like  great  events  muflcome_     ' 
Thus  Athens  rofe,  and  thus  imperial  Rome. 
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It  appears  by  other  accounts  publifhed  at  the  time,  "  That       1 TJJ. 
le  Continental  troops   having  eagerly  entered  the  town,     v<    y    * 
very  houfe  in  it  became  a  garrifon  for  the  enemy,  who  got 
leir  light  field-pieces  into  the  chambers.    (The  houfes  built 

ith  ftone  were  proof  againft  fmall  arms.)  Befides  the  very 
lick  fog,  the  Royalifts  fet  fire  to  feveral  fields  of  Hubble, 
ay,  and  other  combuftibles,  the  fmoke  of  which,  together 
fith  the  fog,  combined  to  make^uch  a  midnight  darknefs, 
lat  great  part  of  the  time  there  Was  no  diftinguiOiing  friend 
om  foe,  but  by  dire6tion  of  the  (hot,  and  no  other  object 
at  the  flafli  of  the  gun.  In  this  fituation,  one  divifion  of 
^e  Continentals,  coming  towards  their  rear,  they  miftook  it 
bra  large  body  of  the  enemy,  and  were  thereby  thrown 
ito  confufion.  The  Royalifts  had  great  advantage,  by 
jnowing  perfectly  well  the  ground,- to  which  the  Continen- 
ls  were  total  ftrangers.  By  unfortunate  occurrences,  the 
continental  troops  were  broke,  the  event  of  which  was  a 
'treat.  General  Sullivan's  two  aids  were  killed.  The 
Loyalifts  loft  General  Agnew,  killed,  General  de  Heifler's 
)n,  and  feveral  other  officers  ;  the  privates  not  afcertained^ 
reneral  Kniphaufen  was  wounded,  and  a  great  number  of 
)ldiers. 

A  letter  from  a  general  officer  at  the  northern  camp,  three 
liles  from  Stillwater,  relates  the  following  circumftances 
fan  acfion  with  Burgoyne's  army,  which  happened  on 
uefday,  the  7th  of  O&ober,  viz. 

"The  enemy's  army  advanced  from  their  right,  with  a  Q$.  » 
'Sign  to  poll  on  our  left ;  our  fcouts  were  driven  m,  and 
ley  continued  advancing.  Three  regiments  were  ordered 
ut,  who  met  them  a  mile  from  our  lines,  a  fmall  eminence 
ring  between  them  ;  each  pulhed  hard  for  it,  and  our  troops 
lined  it. 

"  The  attack  began,  in  the  afternoon,  and  continued  till 
■ark  without  intermiflion  ;  during  which  we  drove  them 
vo  miles,  and  at  length  entered  their  works  fword  in  hand, 
ieutenant  Colonel  Breyman,  who  defended  one  of  the  in- 
enchments  was  killed  in  the  action  ;  and  in  the  works  were 
ken  two  brafs  twelve  pounders,  and  fix  fix.  pounders,  three 
^munition  waggons,  about  300  tents,  a  quantity  of  baggage, 
pwards  of  30  horfes,  waggons,  &c.  8cc. 

Our  troops  could  not  prudently  proceed  any  further,  it 
eing;  dark,  and  the  woods  very  thick  s  they  halted  at  half  a 
rile  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy.  The  next  morning,  about 
>ur  o'clock,  General  Lincoln  moved  by  the  right.  On  his 
Dproach,  the  enemy  retired  to  their  ftrong  holds  on  the  riv- 
T road,  leaving  their  lines  in  our  poflefiion."  Skirmiihing 
arties  were  fent  out  the  whole  day.  Some  prifoneis  were 
P 
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1777.  taken,  and  fome  killed  and  wounded.  On  our  fide  amon£ 
* — y-— '  the  wounded,  is  General  Lincoln,  (hot  through  the  leg,  Gen 
Arnold  was  wounded  in  the  aciion.  The  day  before,  abou 
30  of  ours  were  killed,  and  100  wounded.  The  enemy's  lof 
was  confiderahle,  Gjen.Frafer  wounded  mortally.  Prifoners 
fix  Captains,  10  Subalterns,  one  Quarter- Matter- General 
and  i£0  privates.  We  took  three  field -pieces.  From  thei 
hofpitals  were  taken  300  fick  and  wounded,  with  fom 
medicines,  100  barrels  of  flour,  and  other  articles ;  upward 
of  100  left  dead  on  the  gtound.  About  12  at  night  the  en 
emy  began  their  retreat,  breaking  up  bridges,  and  otherwif 
spoiling  the  roads  in  their  rear.  Three  thoufand  of  our  mej 
were  difpatched  to  lay  on  their  left  flank,  the  river  bein, 
on  their  right,  and  two  brigades  on  the  river  road  in  thei 
rear." 

Another  account  mentions,  300  to  have  been  taken,  o 
which  number,  feven  are  field  officers,  among  whom  is  Ma 
jor  Williams,  commander  of  the  Britiih  artillery. 

Major  General  Gates  in  his  letter  to  Congrefs,  mention 
the  capture  of  two  other     officers,    Major  Ackland    wh< 
commanded  the  corps  of  grenadiers,    and  Captain  Mone) 
Quarter-Mafter-General  ;    he   applauds  the  bravery  of  th 
whole  body  that   engaged,  particularly  the    riflemen  und 
Colonel  Morgan,  and  the  light-infantry  under  Major  Dear 
born.     [Captain  Money,  when  examined  before  a  Commit 
tee  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  cenfures  the  conduct  of 
battalion  of  Brunfwickers  who  were  difperfed  in  confulior 
and  could  not  be  rallied  afterwards.] 
Ocl.  15.       General  Vaughan's  division  of   Koyaliils  in  their  retur 
from  the  capture  of  forts  Montgomery  and  Clinton,  com 
mitted  great  outrage.     The  town  of  Kingfton  (yEfopus)  th 
third,  for  elegance  in  the  State  of  New- York,   was   burnt 
the  church  did  not  efcape,  nor  any  other  houfe,  excepting  one 

The  operations  of  General  Burgoyne  were  now  drawin 
towards  a  period.  A  variety  of  circumilances  combined  t 
accelerate  the  fate  of  his  army.  After  the  combat  abov 
related,  they  had  frequent  fkirmiihes  to  their  lofs.  Into  th 
h#nds  of  the  Continentals,  fell  large  quantities  of  proviiions 
prifoners,  and  baggage.  A  confiderahle  number  of  deferter 
came  over  to  Gen.  Gates;  numbers  of  their  boats  were  taken 
The  Continental  army  was  daily  recruiting,  and  in  a  condi 
tion  tofurround  Burgoyne's,  which  tendered  it  itnprafticabl 
for  them  to  retreat,  the  Continentals  having  commandofallth 
paffes  by  which  it  mnft  have  been  made,  or  he  could  receiv 
any  fupplies.  In  this  fituation.  General  Burgoyne  requefl 
ed  acorrefpondence  with  General  Gates,  which  being  grant 
ed,  Major  Kingfton  was  djfpatched  with  a  meflage,  in  whic 
,  the  Britiih  General  holds  up  the  idea,  "  that  his  atternptin 
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a  retreat  would  produce  a  fcene  of  carnage  on  both  fides  ;      1777* 
and  therefore  he  was  impelled  by  humanity  to  propofe  a  cef-     \—yf-~J 
fation  of  arms,  to  communicate  his  preliminary  terms  of  fur- 
«|  render." 

General"  Gates  in  his  reply  reprefented  that  the  ftate  of 
iii  the  Royal  army  was  fuch,  that  they  could  only  be  allowed 
•si  tofurrender  prifoners  of  war.  Sundry  propofafs  were  made, 
rJand  replied  to,  and  the  preliminary  articles  being  ff. ated  by 
en  General  Burgoyne,  officers  from  each  camp  were  appoint- 
gjj  ed  to  difcufs  and  fettle  them,  which  being  done,  and  the  ar- 
I  tides  of  capitulation  agreed  on,  General  Gates,  out  of  com- 
m  plaifance  to  a  Britifh.  commander,  condefcended  that  their 
&  agreement  of  furrender  mould  bear  the  name  of  Convention. 
It  was  figned  by  the  refpective  parties,  and  Lieut.  General 
Burgoyne  with  his  whole  army  became  the  prifoners  of  the 
lij  United  States,  this  17th  day  of  Oftober.* 

The  return  made  by  General  Burgoyne    to  Sir  William 
Howe,  makes  the  number  of  troops  which  furrendered  at  Sa-      OB,  17, 

taga  675°*  viz- 

Britifh  by  capitulation                              2442 
Foreigners  by  do.                                         2198 
Gen.Burgoyne's  ilaff, among  which  1 
are  fix  members  of  Parliament         J 

46J° 
Sent  to  Canada  1100 


575° 
At  the  fame  time  were  taken  alfo  39  brafs  cannon  com- 
plete, royals  and  mortars  included  ;  £000  ftand  of  arms ;  400 
fets  of  harnefs,  a  number  of  ammumton  waggons,  &c.  Sec. 
They  were  allowed  to  take  their  military  cheft  with  them 
to  Albany. 

In  another  lift  exhibited  by  the  captive  General,  to  the 
'•    commander  in   chief  of   the   Britifh    army,   it  appears   he 
to    brought  out  of  Canada  upwards  of  10,000,  befides   Indians, 
viz. 


*  A  writer  obferves,  that  feven  is  d  myftical  number  re- 
markable, in  the  fcriptures  prophecies.  In  &he  American  con* 
tejl  it  hath  been  noted,  that  the  furrender  of  Burgoyne  and 
his  whole  army  happened  on  the  the  17th  day  of  the  month, 
in  tht  17  th  year  of  the  reign  of  George  $d,  the  -jth  Monarch  of 
I  England  from  Charles  fir  ft,  [n  feven  years  and  feven  months, 
Tj  from  the  firft  bloodjhed  in  the  conte/l  the  maffacre  at  Bofton% 
which  was  feven  years,  from  the  affumect  right  of  Britain  to 
tax  America,  and  70  years  from  the  union  of  England, 
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1777.      Sick  and  wounded,  1126       Brought  up,  3646 

\    ,  yl ..../     Prifoners  before  furrender,  400       Taken  at  Ticond.      400 
Deferters,  300       Killed  in  General"! 


Harkermer's  bat.  J    30C 
Included  in  Sara- 1 
toga  Convention,  J  575° 


Loft  at  Bennington,  1220       Included  in  Sara- 1 

Killed  between    17th      Y  g  

Sept.  and  18th  Oct.         J 10096 

3646 

The  lofs  of  Ticonderoga,  which  at  firft  gave  great  pain  and 
anxiety,  particularly  to  the  New  England  States,  paved  the 
way  to  the  important  conqueft  above,  and  eventually  proved, 
by  the  interpofnioD  of  Providence,  the  ruin  of  Burgoyne's  ar- 
my. It  blafted  the  hopes  of  Britain  in  this  expedition,  under  a 
commander  from  whom  they  expected  much.  And  it  was 
followed  with  happy  confequences  to  the  United  States. 

[Befides  what  is  related  in  the  foregoing  pages,  relative 
to  the  operations  of  General  Burgoyne's  army  in  their  route 
from  Canada  to  Saratoga,  we  collect  the  following  parti- 
culars, viz.] 

Previous  to  the  arrival  of  General  Burgoyne  from  Eng- 
land, the  6th  of  May  at  Quebec,  Sir  Guy  Carlton  had 
in  the  winter  of  1776,  forwarded  proviftons  and  ilores  to 
Chamblee  and  St.  John's,  for  the  intended  expedition  from 
Canada.  That  after  he,  Burgoyne,  had  croffed  Champlain, 
he  made  an  addrefs  to  the  Indians  in  his  army,  and  was 
anfwered  by  an  Iroquois  chiel.  Thefe  lavages  were  prin.. 
cipally  under  the  direction  or  Mr.  St.  Luc,  a  Canadian  gen- 
tleman, and  a  Mr.  Langdale.  It  appears  that  if  the  Indians 
were  ferviceable  to  the  Britifh  in  the  expedition,  they  were 
alfo  very  troublefome  and  difficult  to  reftrain  within  rule  and 
order.  That  in  an  action  with  a  party  of  Continentals, 
1,30  of  Burgoyne's  troops  under  General  Frafer  were  killed 
and  wounded  July  the  7th,  at  Hubbards  town.  That  on 
the  9th  and  10th  of  the  fame  month,  the  Britifh  army  afTem- 
bled  at  Skenefborough.  The  1 2th,  the  Earl  of  Harrington, 
was  appointed  aid  de  camp  to  General  Burgoyne. 

That  the  action  of  the  19th  of  September  continued  from 
one  to  {e\;en  o'clock,  P.  M.  Three  Britifh  regiments,  viz. 
the  20th,  2 1  ft,  and  62d  regiments  were  in  clofe  and  continual 
fire  for  four  hours.  The  latter  were  not  left  with  more  than 
100  rank  and  file;  the  others  alfo  fuffered  greatly. 

In  the  action  of  the  7th  October,  Colonel  Bloomfield  of 
the  artillery  was  wounded  at  the  beginning  of  it.  During 
the  action  Sir  Francis  Clarke,  fccretary  to  General  Bur- 
goyne, was  mortally  wounded.  On  the  8th,  the  day  after 
the  action,  General  Frafer  expired  of  the  wound  he  had 
received  in  it,  and  was,  a&  he  defired,  interred  in  a  redoubt. 
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Mis  loft  was  greatly  regretted  by  General  Burgoyne,  who,  1777 . 
vith  all  the  Generals  and  their  aids,  and  thofe  who  were  v  y  mi 
jiot  attached  to  any  particular  poft  attended  his  funeral.  The 
fcarl  of  Balcarras  of  the  Britifh  light  infantry,  fucceeded  to 
general  Frafer's  command  on  his  being  wounded,  and 
rJeutenant  Colonel  King/ion,  Adjutant-General,  wasappoint- 
\d  Secretary  to  the  General,  on  the  deceafe  of  Sir  Francis 
piarke. 

At  the  firft  council  of  war,  the  Britifh  officers  were  unani- 
,  nous  for  treating  with  General  Gates.  A  treaty  accordingly 
^as  opened,  but  before  it  was  figned,  General  Burgoyne  hav- 
g  received  advice  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  coming  up 
Jorth  river,  he;  together  with  fome  other  officers,  Philips, 
Jalcarras,  Hamilton,  &c.  were  of  opinion  it  might  be  reced- 
d  from ;  but  they  were  over-ruled,  and  the  Convention  took 
lace. 

From  General  Burgoyne's  narrative  of  his  expedition, 
nd  from  the  event  of  it,  it  appears  that  he  had  a  very  inade- 
uate  idea  of  the  fituation  of  the  country,  and  of  the  difpo- 
tion  of  the  people  he  was  to  fubjugate,  and  was  greatly  de- 
eived  in  his  expectations  at  his  firft  fetting  out.  It  was 
ruly  an  arduous  undertaking,  and  replete  with  embarrafT- 
lents  he  could  not  overcome.  It  is  not  wife  to  entertain 
do  mean  an  opinion  of  our  enemy  ;  this  hath  often  proved 
jinous,  and  feems  to  have  been  the  error  of  Great  Britain, 
1  their  conteft  with  America. 

The  unfoitunate  commander  in  this  expedition,  by  the 
*ftimony  of  the  officers  under  him,  executed  as  well  as  he 
ouldt  the  orders  he  had  received,  though  not  as  he,  and  his 
mployers  not  only  wifhed  for,  but  were  almoft  confident 
f  realizing. 
The  return  of  Gen.  Gates's  army,  the  16th  of  Oft.  was 
3,216,  fit  for  duty,  under  command  of  Brigadier-Generals 
Men,  Poor,  Learned,  Glover,  Paterfon,  Warner,  Stark, 
Jaily,  Whipple,  Bricket,  Fellowes,  Wolcot,  Ten  Broek. 

When  General  Gates  had  accomplifhed  the  neceffary  bu~ 
fnels  that  attended  his  late  capture,  he  gave  directions  for 
ranfporting  the  prifoners  to  Maflachufetts  Bay,  agreeable 
the  terms  of  the  Convention,  and  foon  after  puihed  for- 
ward his  troops  to  join  the  main  Continental  army  under 
General  Wafhington.* 

A  letter  from  the  Continental  camp,  13  miles  from   Phi-  Ocl,  22. 
idelphia,  gives  the  following  account  of  therepulfe  of  abo- 
y  of  Heffians  at  Red-Bank, 

*  As  a  memorial  of  this  event,  and  as  a  token  ofrefpeclfor 
he  General,  Congrefs  ordered  a  medal  of  gold  to  be  /truck, 
\nd  preftntcd  to  General  Gates  in  the   name  of  the    United 
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1777.  "  This  happened  the  day  after  the  Royalifts  had  quitted 

*    ,     n.J     the  ftrong  village  of  German-town,   and  had  retired   towards 
Philadelphia,  to  be  in  a  more  compact  fituation,  &c. 

"  About  1200  or  1500  Heflians,  with  cannon,  crofifed  the 
Delaware  at  Cooper's  ferry,oppofite  Philadelphia,  and  march- 
ed to  attack  the  redoubts  at  Red  Bank,  in  which  were  twol 
regiments   from    Rhode-lfland,    and  fome   artillery  under  0 
command  0$  Colonel  Greene  of  that  State.  A  number  of  bridg- 
es were  taken  down,  which  obliged   the  enemy  to   take  a 
circuitous:  route,  fo  that  the  garrifon  had  fufficient   intelli- 
gence   of   their  defign,  and  were    prepared    accordingly.! 
Count  Donop,  and  his  troops,  chiefly  Heflian  grenadiers,  ar-|o 
rived  near  the  redoubts  about  four  o'clock,  and  immediate-  j 
ly  fummonedthe  commander  to  furrender,  who   an  fw  ered'n 
he  would  defend  the  place  to  the  laft  extremity."   The  attack  jj 
commenced  by  a  Heady  cannonade  from  10  or   12  field  pie-if 
ees,  and  one  howitzer:  under  cover  of  the  fmoke*  the  ene-  jj 
my  advanced    to    ftorm  the   redoubt.     This  place    was   at 
fi.il  intended  for  a  larger  garrifon,  therefore  it  became  nee-  Jj 
effary  to  run  a  line  acrofs  the  middle,  and  divide  it  in  two  ;  if 
and  accordingly,  one  part  was  evacuated,  tho'  not  destroyed,  j 
The  enemy  without  difhculty  gained  the  evacuated  part  withk 
loud  huzzas  on  their  fuppofed  victory,  and    approached  the  fn 
new  lines  which  divided  the  place.    The  brave  garrifon  then 
began  a  fevere  and  well  directed  fire,  which  Jailed  about  for-irc 
ty  minutes,  when  the  enemy  gave  way  in  all    parts,  having  it 
above  100  killed  on  the  fpot,  and  upwards  of  that  number  Sc 
badly  wounded,  and  prifoners.     Count  Donop  their   com-  & 
mander  (a  perfon  of  great  confideration  in  the   royal   army) 
was  mortally  wounded ;  a  number   of  other  officers  were  n 
wounded. 

The  enemy  retreated  with  the  utmuft.  precipitation  all 
night,  leaving  many  of  their  wounded  on  the  road,  and  their 
next  day  croffed  the  Delaware  to  Philadelphia,  with  the -Iofs^ai 
of  one  half  their  party.  Colonel  Greene  and  his  brave  gar-  ;oi 
rifon,  acquired  praife  tor  their  gallant  defence  of  this  import-  r 
ant  pafs,  which  is  a  key  to  the  other  polls  on  the  river*  » 
Congrefs  rewarded  the  Colonel  with  an  elegant  fword.  |ye. 


Oil.  26.  A  plan  which  had  been  projected  to  difpoffefe  the  Royal- 


k 


ids  o»  the  ifland  of  Newport  (R.  I.)  and  had  for  fome  polit- 
ical reafons  been  laid  afide,  after  fome  preparations  had  been j»t! 
made  at  Providence  to  put  it  in  execution,  was  now  relum- 
ed by  the  New  England  States.    A  large  body  of  mem  were 
affembled  at  Providence,  and  the  command  given  to  Gener- 
al  Spencer,  a  Continental  officer  belonging  to  Connecticut ; 
but  this  alio  failed  of  being  executed.    The  militia  were  dif-  if 
miffed,  and  returned  to  their  homes,  after  parading  in   thet^ 
neighbourhood  o£  Newport,  fome  weeks.     The  court  ap* 
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jointed  to  examine  into  the  caufe  of  its  not  being  undertak-      *777' 

:u,  were  of  opinion,  ••  That  the  General  had  done  his  duty,     u^l.^ 

tnd  all  that  was  in  his  power  ;  that  the  16th  of  October 

yas  the  time  agreed  on  by  the  general  officers  to  make  a   de- 

J  cent  on  Rhode-Ifland  ;  that  one  brigade  was  not  affembled, 

I  tor  embarked  in  the  whole  of  that  day,  nor  ready  for  em- 

1  >arkation — the  principal  reafon  was,  that   all  the    brigades 

"  Svere  not  affembled  and  embodied  on  the  day  preceding  the 

S  light  of  the  16th  of  October  ;  it  did  not  appear  to  the  court 

*  hat  any  other  time  was  expedient  to  have  made  an  attack 
I  >revious  to  it ;  and  fubfequent  to  it,  feveral  times  were  af- 
|  igned,  but  the  weather  being  wet  and  ftormy,  from  the  17th 
■I  jo  the  26th  of  October,  and  other  circumftances  made  it  un- 
4  javourable;  and  confidcring  the  time  lor  which  part  of  the 
i  toops  were  engaged  was  near  expiring,  the  court  were  of 
•*  ipinion  that  the  determination  of  the  Council  of.  war,  of  the 
i  .6th  of  October,  for  giving  over  the  expedition,  was  ju- 
dicious and  well  made." 

*  It  appears  that  the  orders  of  the  General  had  not  been 
'■'■•  iun6iually  complied  with  ;  there  was  a  neglect  relative  to  the 

■  \  ireparation  for  embarking  the  troops,  and  providing  a  l'uf- 
:i  tcient  number  of  boats  at  the  time  agreed,  which  having 
4  >een  omitted,  no  other  was  favourable,  and  the  defign  was 
i  jruflrared. 

n  Sir  William  Howe  found  it  difficult  to  get  fup-plies  for  his 
■■*  roops  in  Philadelphia.  They  got  them  from  their  fhipping 
d  t  Chefter,  thirteen  miles  diftant,  by  a  communication  over 
K  Schuylkill,  which  rendered  their  convoys  liable  to  be  cut  off. 

■  General  Washington's  army  was  between  them,  and  the 
- 1  ountry,  and  the  Continental  gallies,  and  chevaux  de  fiife 
i  n  the  Delaware,  prevented  the  Britith  (hips  getting  up  to 

he  city.  To  remove  thefe  obitru6tions  in  the  river  was  the 
q  i  a  fine  fs  of  the  Admiral  Lord  Howe.  He  ordered  fix  of  his 
■2  hips  to  attempt  it,  having  got  above  the  lower  tier  of  che- 
:k  aux  de  frife,   they  made  for  the  upper  tier,  and  had  to  en- 

■  ounter  the  gallies  and  Fort  Mifflin  at  Mud-Ifland.  The  (hips 
J  fere  difabled,  the  tide  ebbed;  and  the  fire  fhips  carried  up- 
rd  b  them,  greatly  embarraffed  them.     Two  nyi  aground,  and 

vere  fet  on  fire  by  the  crews  who  deferted  them,  and  foon 

■X  [fter  blew  up ;  one  ot  them,  the  Augufta  of  64  guns,  the  oth- 

r,  |r  a  frigate.    The  condu£t  of  Commodore  Hazzlcujood,  who 

-ad  command  of  the  Continental  force  in  the  river,  was  ap- 

dauded,  and  rewarded  by  Congrefs. 

In  this   month   was  levied  the  Jirjl  public  tax  since  the  Nov. 
million  of  Continental  bills  of  credit. 

It  was  recommended  by  Congrefs  to  the  refpeclive  States 
3  raile  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  following  ia  quarterly  pay- 
ient.%  the  fum  of  five  millions  of  dollars  by  taxes  levied  on 
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1777.      the  inhabitants  of  the  refpeftive  States  in  the  following  pro-- 
^— y--'    portions,  viz.  Dollars,  Dollars. 

New-Hamplhire,         200,000       Pennfylvania,       620,000* 
Maffachufetts-Bay,      800,000       Delaware,  60,000 

K.I.  and  Providence,   100,000       Maryland,  520,000 

Connecticut,  600,000       Virginia,  800,0601! 

New. York,  200,000       North-Carolina,  250,000 

New-Jerfey,  270,000       South-Carolina,   500,000 I 

Georgia,  60,000  j 

In  the  recommendation,  Congrefs  gave  the  reafons  for  it. 
"That  fupported  by  the  confidence  of  their  fellow  citizens, 
without  burthening  them  with  taxes,  or  pecuniary  contribu-* 
tions,  they  have  raifed  the  nec£ffary  fupplies  on  the  public 
faith  for  carrying  on  the  war.  Large  fums  have  been  emit- 
ed  in  bills  of  credit,  and  the  fame  method  embraced  by  the 
refpe&ive  States  to  anfwer  their  internal  wants.  By  thefe 
accidents  our  paper  currency,  notwithstanding  the  folid  bafis 
on  which  it  is  founded,  is  multiplied  beyond  the  rules  of m 
good  policy.  Therefore  to  carry  on  the  war,  and  yet  not  to 
increafe  the  number  of  bills  of  credit,  the  foregoing  expedi- 
ent is  recommended." 

Congrefs  alfo  recommended  the  appointment  of  Commif- 
fioners  to  meet  at  particular  places  for  regulating  the  prices 
of  labour,  manufactures,  internal  produce,  and  commodities 
imported  from  foreign  parts,  military  ftores  excepted,  and 
to  regulate  the  charges  of  innholders. 

,  They  refolved  alfo,  "  That  it  fhould  be  recommended 
to  the  feveral  States  to  confifcate  and  make  fale  of  all  the 
real  and  perfonal  eflates  therein,  of  fuch  of  the  inhabitants 
and  other  perfons  who  have  forfeited  the  fame,  and  the 
right  to  the  protection  of.  the  refpecfive  States  ;  and  to  in- 
vert the  money  arifing  from  the  lales  in  Continental  loan 
office  certificates,  to  be  appropriated  in  fuch  manner  as  the 
refpeclive  States  mall  hereafter  direcV 

Fort-Miffim  on  Mud-IJland,  was  evacuated  by  theConti-j/" 
nenta!  garrifon,  after  having  bravely  defended  it  againft  the 
Royal  batteries  on  Province-Ifland,  that  lay  back  of  the  fort, 
whence   they    kept    a   continual   fire    of    eighteen    pound 
fhot,  and  alfo  from  a  large  India  (hip  cut  down,  which  lay  at 
one  end  of  the  fort,  mounted  with  twenty  eighteen  pounders.  j« 
The  Continentals  brought  off  all   their  ftores,    levelled    the  l  oj 
block  houfes,  and  cut  down  the  bank  to  let  in  the  water 
which  overflows  the  ifland. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Smith  of  Maryland,  commanded  the 
fort,  and  for  his  gallant  defence,  he  received  a  teltimonial  lu 
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om  Congrefs  of  the  approbation  of  the  United  Sates.*     A       *777' 

:ter  from  General  Waftiington's   camp,  deplores  the  lofs     l — y^"-* 
: young  Captain  Treat  (a  native   of  Boftorw,  MafTachufetts- 
-iate)  who  was  killed  by  a  cannon  ball,  while  defending  his 
oil   (the  letter  fays)  with  the   intrepidity  that   would   have 
one  honour  to  an  old  foldier. 

Lord  Corhwallis   and   Sir  William  Erfkine   marched  to  Nov.  17. 
•hefter  with  about  three  thou  fa  nd  men,  and  then  croffed  the 
J  )elaware  to  Billing's  port,  where  they  joined  Generals  Wii- 
>n  and  Peterfon  of  the  royal  artillery. 

General  Washington,  expecting  by  their  manoeuvres  that 
le  Royaiifts  were  about  leaving  Philadelphia,  put  his  army 

motion  ;  and  Generals  Green  and  M'Dougal  were  ordered 
yer  the  Delaware  with  a  body  of  fix  tboufand.  Lord  Corn- 
allis's  defign  was  afterwards  found  to  be,  to  attack  Fort 
Mercer  at  Red  Bank  before  it  evacuated,  and  to  make  in- 
urfions  into  New-jerfey.  The  Continental  at  Red  Bank, 
iot  being  in  a  condition  to  make  effc6f  ual  refiflance,  brought 
ff  all  the  ilores,  quitted  the  fort,  and  withdrew  to  Huddon-  Nov.  20, 
ieid,  nine  miles  bark,  The  Continental  fleet  lying  at  Red- 
Bank,  they  alfo  quitted  and  burnt  them.  Three  days  after, 
he  Royalifts  took  poffefiion  of  Red -Bank. 

Lord  Cornwallis  finding  General  Greene  was  advancing 
owards  him  with  a  ftrong  body,  he    retreated  back  to  Phila- 

*  Since  the  above  was  written,  the  following  particulars 
lave  been  publifhed  in  the  Providence  Gazette  of  Augufl, 
1786,  by  General  James  M.    Varnum, 

"  The  commander  t  Colonel  Smith,  being  wounded,  the  com- 
nand  devolved  upon  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ruffell,  of  the  Connec- 
icut  line,  who  being  exhaujied  by  fatigue,  and  out  of  health, 
iefired  to  be  recalled.  The  moment  was  critical/  The  com- 
manding General  at  Woodberry,  on  the  Jerfey  fide,  had 
orders ,  from  General  WafJungton  "to  defend  Mud  I/land 
as  long  as  po[jibley  without  facrifcing  the  garrifon."  To  de- 
fend itabfolutely  was  impofiible,  unlefs  the  fie ge.  could  hi  raifed 
by  an  attach  upon  the  befiegers  in  the  filiation  of  the  fort. 
Nothing  could prtf  at  itfelfto  a  relieving  officer,  fully  inform- 
ed of  all  cirtum fiances,  but  certain  death,  or  an  improb.ihle 
efcape.  In  that  critical  moment  Major  Thayer  dff'efij  kim- 
ftlf a  volunteer,  and  from  the  jzth  to  the  morning  of  the  l&tk 
of  November,  he  defended  the  If  land  with  the  great ft  addrefs , 
againfla furious ,  and  almoflcontin.u  al  cannonade, and '  bovibar  d- 
merit  from  batteries  at  a  final  I  dijiince.  The  defign  of  General 
Varnum  in  relating  the  conducl  of  Major  Thayer,  is  to  re/cue 
from  inattention,  the  brilliant  behavior)  of  fo  defierving  an 
officer. 
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ijjj.    delphia,  and  General  Green  returned   to   the   Continental 
v— -y»— - '    camp. 

The  forts  on  Mud  IJland  and   Red- Bank    being   now   in 
pofleffion   of  the  Royalifts,  they  removed  the  obftruclionl 
in  the  Delaware,  fo  as  to  admit  fmall  velfels  with  provifion$  in 
to  get  up  to  Philadelphia  city. 

A  French  fhip  arrived  at  Pifcataqua  (State  of  New-Hamp- 
fliirej  from  Marfeilles  with  ordnance  ftores,  mortars,  bombs 
brafs  cannon,  gun-powder,  mufquets,  &c.  &c.  In  this  (hi 
arrived  Baron  Steuben,  a  Pruflian  officer  cf  rank,  faid  to  havi 
bttn  aid  de  camp  to  his  Pruflian  Majefty.  He  was  appoint-; 
ed  a  Major-General  in  the  Continental  army  and  alfo  In-: 
fpeclor  General  :  He  was  a  valuable  acquifition  :  He  regulat- 
ed the  Continental  army,  and  taught  them  a  uniformity  of. 
difcipline. 
December.  The  continental  army  went  into  winter  quarters,  and  took 
poll  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Scuylkill,  about  fifteen  miles 
from  Philadelphia.  The  main  body  quartered  in  and  about 
Valley-Forge,  feven  miles  further;  where,  with  great  toil 
and  fatigue,  they  cleared  the  woods,  and  built  huts  for  their 
~  accommodation,  during  the  winter. 

ic'  5*  In  this  fituation  General   Howe   meditated  an    attack  on 

them.  For  this  purpofe  the  royal  army  began  to  march  in 
the  nighi,  and  proceeded  as  far  as  Chefnut-hill,  above  Ger- 
rnantown. 

Skirmifhing  took  place  between  the  piquets  of  the  two 
armies.  Colonel  Morgan's  riflemen  fell  in  with  a  large  col- 
umn of  the  enemy  near  Jenkins-town  on  the  Old- York  road  ; 
when  a  fmart  engagement  enfued.  In  one  of  the  fkirmiihes, 
Brigadier- General  Irvine  was  wounded,  thrown  from  his 
horfe,  and  taken  prifoner. 

An  officer  at  General  Washington's  camp,  in  a  letter  to 
his  friend,  writes  thus,  relative  to  this  manucevre  of  the  Roy- 
alifts :  "  Sir  William  Howe  imagined,  that  on  the  firfl  appear- 
ance of  the  Britifh  army,  the  fbivering  half-naked  defenders 
of  liberty  would  have  decamped,  and  lelt  him  mafter  of  the 
country  ;  but  finding  his  parade  in  front  ineffectual,  he  had 
recourfe  to  the  more  trying  manoeuvre  of  encamping  on  our 
ildnk;  but  feeing  us  flill  immoveable,  he  judged  it  more 
prudent  to  retire  to  peaceful  winter  quarters,  than  attack  us 
in  a  pofition,  the  itrength  of  which  would  probably  have 
obliged  him  to  retire  wiih  lofs. 

Admiral  Lord  Howe  failed  with  his  fleet  from  the  Dela- 
ware to  Newport  harbour,  as  a  fafer  fnuation  for  the  winter. 
The  ice  in  Delaware  river  drove  feveral  of  their  merchant 
(hips  on  fhore,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  militia  and 
Continental  troops  ftationcd  at  Wilmington  and  the  adjacent 
fhores ;  one  of  which  had  on  board  a  quantity  of  arms,  cloth- 
ing aad  baggage  for  feme  Britifh  regiments. 
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Ilt  appears  by  the  Royalifts'  own  account,  that  there  had  1777- 
>een  no  good  understanding  between  the  Btitifh  and  German  V- -y^- ' 
roops.  The  latter  complained  that  they  had  been  employed 
n  the  moil  difficuh  and  dangerous  enterprifes,  and  been 
reated  by  the  Britifh  as  their  inferiors.  Their  commander 
n  chief  General  de  Heifler  returned  to  Europe,  and  Gener- 
il  Kniphaufen  took  command  of  the  foreign  troops.  They 
ladfuffered  much  at  Fort  Washington,  at  Trenton,  at  Red- 
Sank,  &c.  &c.  as  already  noted. 

The  public  were  amufed  with  a  very  extraordinary  letter 
which  appeared  this  month,  in  the  Pennfylvania  Ledger,  ^&c'  *7« 

nderthe  fignatureof  '*  Jacob  Duche/'addreffed  to  his  Ex- 
cellency General  Walhington  ;  in  which,  to  ufe  the  author's 
own  words,  "  he  has  fpo ken  freely  of  Congrefs ^  and  of  the 
army."  It  is  dated  October  8,  1777,  an(*  ls  calculated  tocaft 
a  general  odium  on  the  proceedings  of  the  United  States;  to 
induce  General  Washington  to  abandon  the  American 
caufe,  and  refign  his  command  of  the  army  ;  or  at  the  head 
of  it,  to  force  Congrefs  immediately  to  defift  from  hostilities 
and  to  refcind  their  declaration  of  Independence.  If  this 
is  not  done,  he  fays  "You  have  an  infallible refource  (fill  left : 
negoaate  for  America  at  the  head  of  your  army.'1  The 
Congrefs  exifling  (at  the  date  of  his  jetter)  he  reprefents  in 
the  moff.  defpicable  view,  as  confifting  of  weak,  obfcure 
perfons,  not  fit  alTociates  for  his  Excellency  ;  and  the  very 
dregs  of  the  firft  Congrefs.  The  New-England  delegates 
he  treats  with  great  indelicacy.  The  army,  officers  as  well 
as  men,  he  delcribes  to  be  without  principle,  or  courage  ; 
undifciplined  ;  taken  from  the  loweft  of  the  people  ;  unfit 
for  a  feat  at  his  Excellency's  table.  Even  the  minority  no- 
bility in  England,  who  were  advocates  for  America,  did  not 
efcape  his  afperfions,  &c.  &c. 

Mr.  Duche  was  a  popular  clergyman  at  Philadelphia — 
miniftef  ot  the  Epifcopal  Church  there  ;  and  the  chaplain 
firjl  appointed  by  Congrefs*.  He  officiated  as  fuch  for  about 
three  months,  and  then  refigned.  Some  difagreeable  cir- 
cumftances  took  place.  Long-Ifland  and  New. York  were 
taken  by  the  Royalifh,  and  peihaps  caufed  his  refignation  ; 
or  it  might  have  arifen  from  a  change  in  the  chaplain's  fent- 
iments  refpecting  the  jujlice  of  the  American  caufe,  which 
he  had  implored  heaven  to  fucceed.  But  whatever  was  the 
reafon,  the  abufe  contained  in  his  letter  will  admit  of  no  ex- 
cufe.  He  afted  a  part  difgracetul  to  his  profeilion  ;  and  by 
taking  up  the  pen  of  (lander,  brought  on  himfeK  that  igno- 
miny which  he  defigned  {'or  others.  He  left  Philadelphia, 
(and  as  a  letter  to  him  exprelfes  it)  "  took  Shelter  under  the 
arm  of  that  power,  which  from  the  facred  pulpit  he  had  ex- 
horted his  hearers  to  oppofe." 
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1777'      Iin>  Dearie,  and  Lee,  the  American  Commiflioners  in  France, 
v— v*-**'     the  12th  or  this  month,  in  pointed  language,  in  a  letter  ad 
dreffed  to  Lord  North,  informed  him  of  it. 

Congrefs   took    into    confederation    the    neceffity   of 
mutual  contractor  Band  of  Union,  between  the  American 
Independent  States,  for  the  purpofes  of  preferving  peace  an-d| 
order  among  them  ;  the  fecurity  of  their  rights  and  proper-"] 
ties  and  the  well  ordering  and  regulating  fund/y    important' 
matters  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole,  and  for  their  mutual  and 
general  welfare.  They  accordingly  tor  med  this  month  "a  plan 
of  Contederation  and  Perpetual  Union  between  the  Thirteen 
United  States."     This -plan  to  be  laid  before  the  legiflatures 
of  each  Sta:e,  for  their  confideration.    If  approved  by  them, 
and  the  delegates  of  each  ratified  it,  in  Congrefs,    by  orders 
from  their  condituents,  it  was  then  to  be  valid  and    conclu- 
five.* 
1778.  Congrefs  having  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with 

< — ^ — f  General  Washington,  on  the  circurnllances  of  their  army, 
Jan.  29,  and  in  concert  with  him  to  make  and  recommend  fuch  j 
new  arrangements  as  mould  appear  eligible  ;  his  Excellen- 
cy laid  before  them  a  rep-efentationf  in  which  he  fuggefted 
\\\z  neceffity  "of  a  half  pay  erlabJilhment"to  induce  theofficers 
to  continue  in  the  fervice  and  cheerfully  difcharge  their  ref- 
peclive  duties ;  many  of  them  having  refigned,  and  applica- 
tion for  it  being  made  by  many  oihers  ;  not  having  fuitable  Jib 
encouragement,  fearing  they  ihouid  be  rather  impoverished, 
than  benefited  by  the  fervicet  and  if  they  ihouid  die  in  it, 
their  families  would  be  left  in  wretched  circuniilances. 

*  Maryland  did  not  ratify  it  in  Congrefs  till  March,  1781. 
It  was  not  fas  one  obferve.s  )  an  eafy  tajk  to  form  a  plan  of 
union  acomrao  dated  to  the.  fen  ti  merits  of  fo  many  States,  dif- 
fering in  a  variety  oj '  cir  cum  fiances  ;  their  manners,  produce, 
trade"  &c  Having  been  tried  fix  years,  and  found  to  be 
inefficient  for  the  purpofes  hoped  for  from  it,  a  conven- 
tion of  delegates  from  the  fevered  Stales  was  cho/en  to  rem- 
edy its  defecls.  J  hey  reported  a  new  confatution  or  frame  of 
government  for  the  United  States,  in  September,  1787,  which 
was  acceded  to  (fame  amendments  propofed,  &c.)by  all  the 
States  excepting  North-Carolina  (who  afterwards  acceded  td 
it.)  Tkefiffl  day  of  March,  1 789,  was  appointed  for  the 
meeting  of  the  new  government  at  .New-York.  The  States 
chofe  his  Excellency  General  Wafhington  of  Virginia,  for 
Prefident,  and  John  Adams,  Ffq'nf  Majfacliuftisfor  Vice- 
Prefident. 

t  See  a  colleBion  of  lasers  relative  to  half  pay,  Be.  publifh- 
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In  this  representation,  General  Wafhington  takes  notice, 
lat  "  befides  adopting  fome  method  to  make  the  provifion 
officers  equal  to  their  then  exigencies,  a  due  regard 
lould  be  paid  to  futurity.  Nothing,  in  my  opinion,  fays  his 
Excellency,  would  ferve  more  powerfully  to  reanimate  their 
mguifhing  zeal,  and  intereft  them  thoroughly  in  the  fervice, 
lan  a  halt  pay  eftablifhment.  This  would  not  only  difpel 
le  apprehenfion  of  perfonal  diftrefs  at  the  termination  of 
le  war,  from  having  thrown  thernfelves  out  of  profeflions 
nd  employments,  they  might  not  have  it  in  their  power  to 
?fume,  but  would  in  a  great  meafure  relieve  the  painful 
iticipation  of  leaving  their  widows  and  orphans  a  burthen 
n  the  charity  of  their  country,  fhould  it  be  their  lot  to  fall 
i  its  defence."  The  General  faid  he  urged  his  fentiments 
ith  the  greater  freedom,  becaufe  he  cannot,  nor  fhall  he 
ceive  the  fmalleft  benefit  from  the  eftablifhment,  and  can 
ave  no  other  inducement  for  propofing  it  than  a  full  con- 
ttion  of  its  utility  and  propriety.  The  General  further 
>ferves.  "  I  am  fenfible  the  expenfe  will  be  a  capital  ob- 
:£Hon  to  it  ;  but  to  this  /  oppofe  the  necejjity.  The 
ficers  are  now  difcontented  with  their  fituation.  Iffotne 
merous  expedient  is  not  embraced  to  remove  their  difcom- 
nt,  fo  extenlive  a  defertion.of  the  fervice  will  enfue,  and 
much  difcouragement  will  be  call  upon  thofe  who  re- 
ain,  as  ttiuft  wound  it  in  a  very  eiTential  manner." 
His  Britannic  Ma  jelly  recommended  to  his  Parliament, 
The  neceiTuy  ot  preparing  for  fuch  further  operations  as 
ie  contingencies  of  the  war,  and  the  obfiinacy  of  the  rebels 
ay  render  convenient."   They  readily  concurred  with   the 

Ing,  aad  voted  twenty  thoufand  men  for  the  fervice  of  the  year 
78,  to  augment  their  army,  to  furnilh  a  part  of  thefe  troops, 
d  to  facilitate  the  bufmefs.  General  Haldiman  (lately  with 
e  king's  army  in  America)  was  fent  into  Germany,  to  aid 
e  Britifh  agent  already  there. 

Lord  Barrington,  Secretary  at  War,  told  Parliament,  that 
ie  number  of  Royal  troops  employed  in  America  the  laft 
*ar,  1777,  amounted  to  fifty  thoufand,  viz.  twenty  thoufand 
ider  Sir  William  Howe,  ten  thoufand  under  General  Bur- 
yne,  four  thoufand  under  Sir  Guy  Carlton  at  Quebec,  the 
rnainder  ferving  in  Nova  Scotia,  New- York,  &c  and  yet 
is  fact  that  this  large  army  had  at  this  time  no  other  places 
1  the  continent  in  their  poffeffion  excepting  New-York 
inn,  Newport  ifland,  and  Philadelphia  city.  They  "etained 
ily  the  former  during  the  war,  having   been  obliged  foon 

Ier  this  to  abandon  the  two  latter. 
Hon.  John  Adams,  Efq.  being  appointed  by  Congiefs  to    February, 
ide  in  France,  in  a  public  character  j  he  embarked  this 
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Congrefs  finding  that  the  lenity  fhewn  to  the  Royal ift^ 
captivated  in  America,   had  been  confidered  by  them  as  thej 

Inarch,  effe£l  of  fear  and  cowardice,  and  was  the  occafion  of  more  « 
fevere  treatment  of  American  prifoners  ;  they  found  it  nec^ 
eflary  to  pafs  the  following  refclve,  "  That  the  prifoners  of! 
the  enemy  mail  be  fubfifted,  and  treated  in  the  fame  manner 
as  our  prifoners  are  by  them,  and  that  this  mode  of  treatment) 
be  continued,  changed,  or  fufpended,  as  the  conduct  of  the 
enemy  with  refpect  to  American  prifoners  (ball  from  time 
to  time  render  juit  and  necelTary."  They  alfo  recommend- 
ed to  the  States  the  raifing  a  body  of  light  horfe  volunteers* 
to  aft  in  conjunclion  with  their  army,  till  the  end  of  the  year  ; 
and  it  was  accordingly  complied  with. 

Parties  of  troops  were  detached  from  the  royal  army  at 
Philadelphia,  to  New- Jerfey,  in  queft  of  cattle,  &c.  but  theirlL 
fuccefs  was  interrupted  by  the  vigilance  of  General  Wayne*, 
and  the  bravery  of  Count  Polafki,  who  attacked  them  at 
Haddonfield,  and  put  them  to  flight,  though  greatly  fuperior 
to  the  Continentals  in  that  quarter.  They  recroffed  the  Del 
aware,  without  the  cattle  and  forage  they  wanted,  having; 
loft  feveral,  killed,  and  about  a  hundred  wounded. 

Jpril  6  General  Burgoyne,  by  leave  of  Congrefs,  left  Cambridge, 

in  MafTachufetts  (on  parole)  to  proceed  to  Newport,  there  to 
embark  for  England. 

Abril  iq        Mr.  Simeon  Deane  (brother  to  the  American  Commif* 
'  fioner  in  France)  arrived  at  Bofton  with  difpatches  for  Con- 
grefs, containing  "  Treaties  of  Alliance,  between  France  andlji, 
the  United  States,  figned  at  Paris,  the  6th  of  February.'" 

By  the  nth  and  12th  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce,  it 
was  agreed  "  that  the   fubjecls   of  the  States  flionld  pay  no 
duties  on  molaffes  in  the  French  iflands,  and  that  the  FrencU 
were  to  pay  no  duties  on  merchandize   of   the  States    thew  e( 
procured  for   the  iflands  which  furnifhed  molafles."    Thefe  |^ 
two  articles  were  fuppreffed  afterwafds,  by  mutual  confent;  |t| 
in  September  following.     At  this  time  Count  de  Vergenne^  L 
was  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  ;  and   the  Sieur  de   Sartine,  fa 
minifter  and  Secretary  of  State  for  the  marine  department.' |1e 

M.  de  Noailles,  the  French  Ambaflador  in  London,  upon 
having  information  from  his  Court,  of  the  alliance  entered  inJL 
to  with  the  American  United  States,  he  acquainted  thejj^ 
Britifh  miniftry.  It  gave  them  alarm,  and  changed  the  proJL 
ceedings  of  Parliament.  Lord  Stormont  was  ordered  t<»L 
leave  the  Court  of  France,  and  the  French  minifter  left  th 
of  London.  Previous  to  the  official  information  from  tl" 
Court  of  Fiance,  Lord  North  had  changed  his  tone,  an 
fpoke  a  language  diverfe  from  what  he  had  hitherto  done 
on  hearing  of  the  capture  of  General  Burgoyne  and  his   ar 
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bnoxious  a£ls  of  Parliament — to  fend  cornmifii oners  to  1778. 
reat  with  Congrefs  as  a  legal  body  ;  thefe  commiflioners  to  v_l_j 
>e  authorized  to  order  a  fufpenfion  of  arms— to  fufpend  the 
peration  of  al!  former  laws — to  reftore  the  colonies  to  their 
acient  constitution,  as  they  were  before  the  troubles,  &c.  &c. 
1  the  clofe  of  this  notable  fpeech,  his  Lordfhip  was  fo  hon- 
1  as  to  declare  his  reafons  for  making  it,  viz.  "  his  extreme 
\ [appointment  in  his  expectations  of  the  effecl  of  the  force 
nployed  againjl  America,'* 

His  Lordlhip's  propofals  readily  went  down  with  Parlia- 
ent,  and  the  Houfe  of  Commons  prepared  bills  conforma- 
e  thereto.  The  draft  of  two  of  them  (faid  to  be}  only 
ice  read  before  one  branch  of  their  legiflature,  was  hurried 
rer  to  America,  in  their  imperfect  ftite,  with  many  blanks, 
id  i nd u ft riou fly  circulated  by  the  royal  partizans,  which 
,ve  fufpicion  that  their  view  was  to  relax  the  military  prep- 
ations  on  the  part  of  the  States,  &c. 

The  three  act s  called  the  conciliatory  acts  are  entitled,  viz. 
"  An  act  for  repealing  an  act  palfed  in  the  fourteenth  year 
his  Majefty's  reign,  entitled,  "  An  aft  for  the  better  regu- 
ing  the  government  of  the  Province  of  Maflachufetts  Bay, 
New-England. 

"  An  act  for  removing  all  doubts  and  apprehensions  con- 
rning  taxation,  by  the  Parliament  of  Great-Britain,  in  any 
the  colonies,  provinces,  and  plantations,  in  North  Ameri- 
and  the  Weil-Indies,  and  for  repealing  fo  much  of  an  a£i 
ade  in  the  feventh  year  of  the  reign  of  his  preiem  Majefty, 
impofes  duty  on  tea  imported  from  Great  Britain  into  any 
lony  or  plantation  in  America,  or  relates  thereto. 

An  a£t  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  appoint  Commiflioners, 
th  fufficient  powers  to  treat,  confult,  and  agree  upon  the 
;ans  of  quieting  the  diforders  now  fubfifting  in  certain  of 
;  colonies,  plantations,  and  provinces,  in  North  America.'* 
\  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons*  exprefTed  his  ideas 
thefe  bills,   in  the  words  following  :    "  Thefe   bills  hold 
t  what  miniftry  know  to  be  a  fallacious  hope,  a  reconcile 
ion   with  the   colonijls  on  terms  JJiort  of  independence. 
e  obje£t  is  merely  to  ikreen  miniltry  from  the  indignation 
the  public  and  vengeance  of  the  people.     Are  our  minif- 
s  weak  enough  to  expecl  to  cajole  America  with  a  parch- 
nt  at  the  moment  they  declared  that  they  defpair  of  con- 
ft  by  the  fword?"  The  foregoing  accords  with  the  fenti^ 
nts  of  Congrefs.  They  viewed  thefe  bills  in  the  fame  light, 
1  that  they  were  defigned  to  lull  the  people  into  fecunty. 
e  following  are  extracts  from  an  animated  addrefs  of  Con* 
fs  to  their  conftituents  on  this  occafion.- 

*     Mr.  Wilkes. 
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"  The  haughty  Prince,  wrro  fpurned  us  from  his  feet  with 
contumely  and  difdain,and  the  Parliament  who  profcibed  us,*; 
now  defcend  to  offer  terms  of  accommodation. 

"  Whilft  in  the  full  career  of  victory,  they  pulled  off  the"| 
mafk,  and  avowed  defpotifm.     But  having  lavifhed  in   vain  ' 
the  blood  and  treafure  of  their    fubjecls,  in   purfuit  of  this | 
execrable  purpofe,  they  now  endeavour  to  enfnare  us  with 
the  infidious  offers  of  peace.     They  would  feduce  us  into  a 
dependence,  which  neceflarily,  inevitably  leads    to  the   moft 
humiliating  ilavery.     And  do  they  believe  you  will  accept 
thefe  fatal  terms  becaufe  you  have  fuffered  the  diflrefTes  of  p 
war  ?  Do  they    iuppofe    that  you   will  bafely  lick  the   duft 
before  the  feet  of  your  deftroyers  ?     Can  there  be  a  man  fo 
loft  to  the  feelings  that  adorn  human  nature,  to  the  generousj 
pride,  the  elevation,  the  dignity  of  freedom  ?  Is  there  a  marej '" 
who  would  not  abhor  a  dependence   upon  thofe,  who  have*  , 
deluged  his  country  in  the  blood   of  its   inhabitants  ?  We 
cannot  fuppofe  this,  neither  can  we  fuppofe  that  they  them 
felves  expect  to  make  many  converts.     What  then  is  their 
intention 
peace 
ne  far  io 

court  each  little  tyrant  of  Europe  to  fell  them  his  unhappy 
flaves  ?  why  do  they  continue  to  embitter  the  minds  of  thd 
favages  againft  you  ?    Sure  this  is  not  the  way  to  conciliate  ai 
the  afFe&ions  of  America Be  not  deceived. 

"  It  hath  become  now  morally  certain,  that  if  we  have  colli 
age  to  perfevere,  we  (hall  eftablHh  our  liberty  and  'independ- 
ence.— ExpecT:  not  peace,  while  any  corner  or  America  is  in  !>' 
poIFeiTion  of  your   foes.     You  mufl  drive  them   away  from 
this  land  of  promife,  a  land  flowing  indeed  with  milk  and- 
honey.  Is  there  a  country  on  earth  which  hath  fuch  refourc-1 
cs  for  the  payment  of  her  debts,  as   America  ?    fuch  an  ex^ 
ten  five  territory  ?    fo  fertile,  fo  blefled  in  its  climate   ancjf* 
productions  ?  Surely  there  is  none ;  neither  is   there  any  t 
which  the  wife  Europeans  will  fooner  confide  their  property 
What  then  are  the  reafons  that  your  money  has  depreciated 
Becaufe  no  taxes  have  been  impofed  to  carry  on  the  war 
hccai-fe  the  commerce  hath  been  interrupted  by  the  enemy'Br 
fleets;  becaufe    their  armies   have  ravaged  and   dellroyed  M™ 
part  of  your  country  ;  becaufe  their  agents  have  villamoufl 
counterfeited  your  bills ;  becaufe   extortioners  among  you 
inflamed  with  the  lull;  of  gain,  have  added  to   the  price  o 
every  article  o.f.lite,  and  becaufe  weak  men  have  been  artfull 
led  to  believe  that  it  is  of  no  value. 

"  How  is  this  darigerousdifeafe  to  be  remedied  ?  Let  thof< 
among  you  who  have  leifure  and   opportunity,   collect  th 
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lonies  which  individuals  in  their  neighbourhood  are  defir-      1778. 

us  of  placing  in  the  public  funds.     Let  the  feveral  legifla-     v— v^ 

ires  fink  their  refpeclive  emiflions,  that  fo  there  being  but 

ne  kind  of  bills,  there  may  be  lefs  danger  of  counterfeiting. 

efrain  a  little  while  from  purchafing  thofe  things  that  are 

ot  absolutely  neceflary,  that  fo  thole  who  have  engroifed 

:>mmodities,  may  fuffer,  as  they  defervedly  will,  the  lofs  of 

leir  ill-gotten  hoards,  by  reafon  of  their  commerce  with 

nreign  nations,  which  their  fleets  will  protect     Above  all, 

■ing  forward  your  armies  into  the  field.     Truft  not  to  ap- 

;arances  ot  peace  or  fafety.     Be  allured,  that   unlefs  you 

jrfevere,  you  will  be  expofed  to  every  fpecies  of  barbarity; 

it  if  you  exert  the  means  of  defence  which  God  and  nature 

ive  given  you,  the  time  will  foon  arrive,  when  every  man 

all  fit  under  his  own  vine,  and  under  his  own  fig-tree,  and 

iere  fhall  be  none  to  make  him  afraid." 

This  addrefs  calls  the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 

nited  States  to  recollettion.     To  remember  how  reluftant- 

they  were  drawn  into  the  arduous  conteft  ;  their  fuppli- 

tions  for  redrefs ;  while  they   were  petitioning,  the  fatal 

ow  was  (truck  which  hath  feparated  us  for  ever.     The  peo- 

e  appealed  to  their  Maker  for  the  juftnefs  of  their  caufe* 

hey  were  then  quite  defencelefs,  without  arms,  ammuni- 

)n,  clothing,  fhips,   money,  and  military  officers  fkilled  in 

The  courfe  of  the  enemy's  army  marked  by  rapine  and 

jvaftation.     We  were  obliged  to  take  up  arms  againft  our 

vn  countrymen  ;  were  ill  treated  while  prifoners.     They 

mulatedfervants  to  flay  their  mafters^and  excited  the  Indians 

ainft  us.     One  of  their  Generals  cfeclared  his  intention  of 

:ting  loofe  whole  hofts  of  favages  upon  us.     They  offered 

export   our  inhabitants,  by  their  merchants,  to  the  fickly 

[neful  climes  of  India.     We  have   treated   their  prifoners 

th  tendernefs,  which   has   been   conftrued  by  them  into 

wardice.      We  fhould  take  notice  of  the  interpofition 

heaven  in  our  favour,   when   reduced  to  diftrefs,  and 
1  means  wanting  to   profecute   the   war.     Our  foes   have 

n  inftrumental  in  providing  them  ;  And  he  hath  conducl:- 

us  to  the  threfhold  of  fecurity. 
Thefe  confiderations  were  laid  before  the  people  as  pow- 

tul  incentives  to  per  fe'verance  and  exertion. 
That  this  addrefs  might  be  univerfally  known  through  the 
ited   States,  it  was  recommended  by  Congrels  to  be  read 
all  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel  of  every  denomination  af- 
divine  fervice,  in  their  refpecHve  places  of  religious  wor- 

The  people  in  the  States  were  not  deceived;  they  emer- 
ged the  fame  opinion  of  thefe  bills  as  Congrefshas  expref- 

and  their  conduft  was  correfpondent.  y, 

KT^  r     ir  t>  s    & 
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1778.  Notwithilanding  the  pacific  appearance  of  the  above  acls 

^-^— '    of  Parliament,  their  troops  did  not  relax  in  their  hoftilities, 
but  continued  their  defolations  by  fire  and  fword.     Some  of 
their  troops  deflroyed   the  houfe  of  Jofeph  Borden,   Efq.  at 
Bordentown,  in  the  Jerfies,  and  the  buildings  on  a  farm  be- 
longing to  Colonel  M'Bride.     They  were  prevented  from 
further  mifchief  at  this  time,  by  the  interruption  given  them, 
by   General  Dickinfon.     Their  troops   from  'Newport  in 
Rhode-Ifland  State,  alfo  committed  outrage  on  the  towns  in 
that  neighbourhood — the  latter  end  of  this  month  their  fhip-J 
ping  got  up  the  bay  undifcovered,  and  landed  about  fix  hun-] 
dred  men,   between  the  towns  of  Brijlol  and  Warren,  andij 
marched  on  to  a  place  where  a  number  of  flat-bottomed  boat 
and  gallies  were  repairing,  which  they  burnt,   together  witrj 
a  grift-mill. 

At  Warren  they  entered  the  houfes  of  the  inhabitants,  in 
fulted  and  plundered  them  of  their  clothing,  bedding,  fur 
niture,  &c. 

They  fet  fire  to  themeeting-houfe,  parfonage,  and  fevera|L 
other  houfes,  and  deflroyed  a  fmali  magazine  of  militar 
ftores. 

They  began  their  retreat  by  the  road  leading  to  Briflo 
ferry,  where  they  burnt,  plundered  and  deflroyed  whateve 
their  hafle  would  permit,  not  fparing  the  Epifcopal  church 
fituated  near  the  centre  of  the  town,  which,  with  many  o 
the  befl  houfes  were  reduced  to  afhes.  To  the  women  (i 
was  repoited)  the  foldiery  were  rude,  and  robbed  them  o; 
their  handkerchiefs,  aprens,  fhoe-buckles,  rings,  &c.  Major< 
General  Sullivan,  who  at  this  time  was  on  command  at  Provij 
dence,  fent  Colonel  Barton  to  rally  the  fcattered  inhabit* 
tants  and  hang  upon  the  enemy's  rear,  to  give  him  time  f 01  ^ 
his  main  body  to  come  up.  The  Colonel  collected  about) v 
twenty  men,  and,  with  this  fmall  number,  followed  them  tor1' 
wards  Briflol  ferry,  near  which  he  came  up  and  attackeff'1 
their  rear  with  great  bravery,  until  being  wounded,  he  wajp' 
obliged  to  retire.  The  enemy's  boats  arrived  in  time  to  eriaj  ' 
bark  them  for  Newport  ifland,  before  General  Sullivaj] 
with  his  troops,  could  get  up.  They  afterwards  landed  1 
body  at  Freetown  and  burnt  two  mills,,  but  being  oppofeij 
by  the  militia,  they  went  ofF. 

The  judicious  reprefentation  made  by  General  Wamingr'' 
ton,  January  29th,  relative  to  half  pav,  convinced  Congre.p 
of  the  propriety  and  neceflity   of  making  farther  provifioipW 
for  the  army,  and  produced  the  following  refolves,  viz.       p 
?r  "  Refolved  unanimoully,   That  all  military  officers  corcjii 

^  mifiioned  by    Congrefs    who    now    are,   or    hereafter   m|fe 

be  in  the  fervice   of  the  United    States,  and  fhall   continJp^ 

♦  Korpin    cliiriniT   t]-)f>     wrar       and      r»r»f      1-»/-»M    an\r      r\£f-irr±    s\{      m  •/ 
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ttder  thefe  States,  or  any  in  them,  (hall  after  conclufion  of 
ie  war,  be  entitled  to  receive  annually  for  the  term  ot  fev- 
n  years,  if  they  live  fo  long,  one  half  of  the  prefent  pay 
f  fuch  officers,  provided  that  no  General  officer  of  the  ca- 
alry,  artillery  or  infantry,  fhall  be  entitled  to  receive  more 
ran  the  one  half  part  of  the  pay  of  a  Colonel  of  fuch  corps 
ipeftively  ,  and  provided  that  this  refolution  mall  not  ex- 
nd  to  any  officer  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
ilefs  he  fhall  have  taken  an  oath  of  allegiance  to,  and  (hall 
dually  refide  within  fome  of  the  United  States.* 
"  Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  every  non-commiffioned 
ilitary  officer -or  foldier  who  hath  enlifted  or  (hall  enlifiin 
e  fervice  of  thefe  States  during  the  war,  and  fhall  con- 
lue  therein  to  the  end  thereof,  fhall  be  entitled  to  receive 
further  reward  of  eighty  dollars  at  the  expiration  oi  the 
at." 

In  the  beginning  of  this  month,  Captain  Eliot  in  the  June  5. 
ident  frigate,  arrived  off  the  Delaware,  with  three  of  the 
mmiffioners  appointed  by  a£i  of  Parliament  to  fettle  the 
"pute's  in  America,  viz.  Frederick.  Lord  Car li fie,  William 
len,  Efq.  [brother  to  a  late  Governour  of  Maryland)  and 
orge  Johnflone,  Efq.  (late  Governour  of  Penfacola  Weft. 
:>rida,  and  a  naval    Commanderjt  accompanied  by  Adam  « 

'gufon,  Efq.  their  fecretary.  rIn  this  commiffion  were 
ned  Admiral  Lord  Howey  and  the  commander  in  chief  of 
}  King's  land  forces  in  America,  now  Lieutenant-General 
Henry  Clinton. \  Their  commiffion  bears  date  the  13th 
April,  1778,   to  expire   the  firft  of  June,   1779.  m 

*  The  refolve  ref peeling  the  officers  was  extended  to  their 
dows  by  an  after  refolve.  See  AugttJtZA.  1780. 
r  Thar  emolument,  /'aid  to  be  £  iqqo  fherling,  each  for  a 
vice  of  plate  ;  a  proportionable  large  fum  for  their  fores  -,. 
I  a  falary  of  £ ico  each  per  week,  excepting  the  Prefident, 
0  had  three  times  that  fum.  [This  is  infer  ted  as  a  matter 
report.~] 

';  Soon  after  the  defeat  of  General  Burgoyne,  Sir  William 
we  wrote  to  England  a  letter  of  refignation  ;  and  the  firft 
May,  Sir  H.  Clinton  went  to  take  command  of  the  army  at 
iladelphia. 

In  the  General  Advertifer,  of  Saturday,  December  ^th,  Sir 
lliam  is  faid  to  have  given  his  reafons  in  the  Houfe  of  covi- 
ns, for  knitting  his  command  in  America.  He  blamed  the 
lift ry,  particularly  Lord  George  Germaine,for  negleHing  his 
v,  not  treating  him  with  confidence,  nor  co-operating  in 
plans  he  formed ;  nor  fupplying  him  with  the  rein  for  ce- 
lts he  demanded  ;  not  paying  that  attention  to  the  requif- 
u  he  had  made  in  favour  of  deferving  officers,  that  the  dig- 
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17.78.  General  Wafhington  forwarded  to   Congrefs  a  copy  of  j 

^— -y~— '  a  letter  he  received  from  the  three  firft  mentioned  commif-i 
June  9.  fioners,  informing  him  of  their  arrival  and  commiflion,  and 
requefling  a  paffport  for  their  fecretary,  charged  with  a  let- 
ter from  them  to  Congrefs.  General  Wafhington  alfo  for- 
warded a  copy  of  his  anfwer  to  the  commiffioners,  in  which 
he  declines  giving  the  paffport  requeued,  till  the  pleafure  of 
Congrefs  was  known. 

Congrefs  having  received  the  abovernentioned  papers 
from  their  General,  the  letter  from  the  Commiflioners  to 
them  was  read  till  thefe  words  occurred:  " lnfidious  interpo- 
Jition  of  a  power  which  has  from  the  firjl  fettlement  of  theft 
Colonies  been  atluated  with  enmity  to  us  both."  The  reading 
was  then  interrupted  and  a  motion  made  not  to  proceed  fur 
ther,  becaufeof  theoffenfive  language  againft  his  mod  Chrif- 
tian  Mcijefty.  This  letter,  and  the  papers  that  accompanied 
it,  were  read  at  another  time.  A  committee  of  Congrefs,  to 
whom  they  were  referred,  reported  the  drah  of  a  letter  to  thl 
three  commiflioners,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  : 

[The  committee  confided  ot  William  H.  Drayton,  Rich- 
ard H.  Lee,  George  Morris,  Mr.  Witherfpoon,  and  Samuel 
Adams,  Efq'is.] 

"  I  have  received  the  letter  from   your  Excellencies  tfy 
9th  inflant,  with  the  enclofed,  and  laid  them  before  Congrefs] 
Nothing  but  an  earned:  defire  tofpare  the  further  effufion  d 
human  blood,  could  have  induced  them  to  read  a  paper  con 
taining  expreflions   fo   difrefpeclful   to  his  moll   Chrifliar 
Majefty,  the  good  and  great  Ally  of    thefe   States,  to  con 
fider  propofitions  fo  derogatory  to  the  honour  ofanindepen 
dent  nation,     The  acls  of  the  Britifh  Parliament,  the  com 
mifiion  from  your  fovereign,   and  your  letter,   fuppofe   th 
people  of  thefe  States  to  be  fubje&s  to  the  crown  of  Great  Bri 
tain,  and  are  founded  on  the  idea  of   dependence   which    i 
utterly  inadmiflible.     I  am  further  directed  to  inform  you 
Excellencies  that  Congrefs  are  inclined  to   peace,  notwitl 
{landing  the  unjuft  claims  from  which  this  war  originate^ 
and  the  favage  manner  in  which  it  has  been  conduced.    Thd 
will  therefore  be  ready  to  enter  upon  the  confideration  of 
treaty  of  peace  and  commerce,  not  inconfiftent  with  treatii 
already  fubfifling,    when   the  King  of  Great  Britain   (ha 
demonit rate  a  fincere  difpofition  for  that  purpofe.     The  on 
proof  of  this  difpofition   will  be  an   explicit  acknowled  ! 
ment  of  the  independence  of  thefe  States,  or  the  withdraw 
ing  his  fleets  and  armies. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  trie  unanimous  voice  of  Congrefs, 
York-town,  June  17,  J778. 

"  Henry  Laurens,  Prcfident." 


the  American  War. 


*4* 


The  Britifh  fleet  under  Admiral  Keppel,  captured  three 
French  frigates. 

(The  King  of  France,  though  in  alliance  with  the  Ameri- 
can States,  had  not  yet  commenced  hoftilities  on  Great  Brit- 
ain.) 

The  Royal  army  completed  their  evacuation  of  Philadel-  June  19. 
phia  (in  confequence  of  orders  Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  re- 
ceived from  England)  having  previoufly  tranfported  their 
ftores  and  moft  of  their  artillery  into  the  Jerfies,  they  man- 
ned the  lines  the  preceding  night,  and  proceeding  over  the 
commons,  croffed  at  Glocefter  point.  A  party  of  the  Con- 
tinental light  horfe  purfued,  and  took  fome  prifoners.  Gen- 
eral Arnold,  with  a  detachment  of  Continentals,  took  poffef- 
fion  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  the  fame  evening,  previous 
to  which  Congrefs  paiTed  a  refolve,  "  that  on  the  evacuation 
it  would  be  expedient  for  the  commander  in  chief  to  take  ef» 
feclual  care  th3t  noinfult,  plunder  or  injury  of  any  kind,  may 
be  offered  to  the  inhabitants."  General  Wafhington,  in  a 
letter  to  Congrefs,  dated  at  Englifli-town,  gives  a  particular 
relation  of  the  manoeuvres  of  both  armies  after  they  had  left 
Philadelphia,  the  following  is  a  copy  of  faid  letter,  viz. 

"  On  the  appearance  of  the  enemy's  intention  to  march 
through  Jerfey  becoming  ferious,  I  had  detached  General 
Maxwell's  brigade  in  conjunction  with  the  militia  of  that 
State,to  interrupt  and  impede  their  progrefs,  by  every  obff  ruc- 
tion in  their  power,  fo  as  to  give  time  to  the  army  under  my 
command  to  come  up  with  them,  and  take  advantage  of  any 
favourable  circumftances  that  might  prefent  themfelves. 
The  army  having  proceeded  to  Correil's  ferry,  "and  eroded 
the  Delaware  at  that  place,  I  immediately  detached  Colonel 
Morgan  with  a  fele£l  corps  of  fix  hundred  men  to  reinforce 
General  Maxwell,  and  marched  with  the  main  body  towards 
Princetown.  The  flow  advance  of  the  enemy  had  greatly 
the  air  of  defign,  andled  me,  with  others,  to  fufpe£f.  that  Gen- 
eral Clinton,  defirous  of  a  General  action,  was  endeavouring 
to  draw  us  down  into  the  lower  country  in  order,  by  a  rapid 
movement,  to  gain  our  right  and  take  poffeffion  of  the  flrong 
grounds  above  us.  This  confideration,  and  to  give  the  troops 
time  to  repofe  and  retrefh  themfelves  from  the  fatigue  they 
had  experienced  from  rainy  and  exceflive  hot  weather,  de- 
termined me  to  halt  at  Hopewell  townfhip,  about  five  miles 
from  Princetown,  where  we  remained  till  the  morning  of 
the  25th. 

"  On  the  preceding  day,  I  made  a  fecond  detaenment  of  fif- 
teen hundred  chofen  troops,  under  Brigadier-General  Scott, 
Ito  reinforce  thofe  already  in  the  vicinity  of  the  enemy,  the 
more  effe&uaHy  to  annoy  and  delay  their  march.  The  next 
dav  the  army  moved  to  Kingfton,  and  having  received  in- 


An  Hijlorical  Journal  of 

wards  Monmouth  court-houfe,  I  difpatched  a  thoufand  feleft  1 
men  under  Brigadier-General  Wayne,  and  fent  the  Marquis 
de  la  Fayette  to  take  command  of  the  whole  advanced  corps, 
including  Maxwell's  brigade,  and  Morgan's  light-infantry, 
with  orders  to  take  the  firft  opportunity  of  attacking  the  en-4 
eray's  rear.     In  the  evening  of  the  fame  day  the  whole  army  3 
marched  from  Kingfton,  where  our  whole  baggage  was  left 
with  intention  to  preferve  a  proper  diftance  lor  fupporting 
the  advanced  corps,  and  arrived  at  Cranberry  early  the  next 
morning.     The  intenfe  heat  of  the  weather,  and  a  heavy 
iiorm  unluckily  coming  on,  made  it  impoflible  to  refume 
our  march  that  day  without  great  inconvenience  and  injury 
to  the  troops.     Our  advanced   corps  being  differently  cir- 
eumftanced,  moved  from  the  pofition  it  had  held  the  night 
before  ;  took  poft  in  the  evening,  on  the  Monmouth  road, 
about  five  miles  from  the  enemy's  rear;    in  expectation  of 
attacking  them  next  morning  on  their  march.  The  main  body 
having  remained  at  Cranberry,  the  advanced  corps  was  found, 
to  be  too  remote,  and  too  far  upon  the  right,  to  be  fupported 
either  in  cafe  of  an  attack  upon,  or  from  the  enemy,  which  ; 
induced  me  to  fend  orders  to  the  Marquis,  to  file  off  to   his 
left,  towards  Englifh-town,  which  he  accordingly  executed 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  27th  [June.] 

<k  The  enemy  in  marching  from  Allentown,  had  changed 
their  difpofition,  and  placed  their  belt  troops  in  the  rear, 
confiding  of  all  the  grenadiers,  light  infantry,  and  chaffeurs 
of  the  line.  This  alteration  made  it  neceffary  to  increafe 
the  number  of  our  advanced  corps  ;  in  confequence  of  which, 
I  detached  Major-Gcneral  Lee,  with  two  brigades,  to  join  the 
Marquis  at  Englifh-town,  on  whom,  of  courfe,  the  command 
of  the  whole  devolved,  amounting  to  about  five  thoufand 
men.  The  main  body  marched  the  fame  day,  and  encamp- 
ed within  three  miles  of  that  place.  Morgan's  corps  was 
left  hovering  on  the  enemy's  right  flank,  and  the  Jerfey  mi- 
litia, amounting  at  this  time,  to  about  feven  or  eight  hundred 
men,  were  under  General  Dickinfon  on  their  left.  The 
enemy  were  now  encamped  in  a  ffrong  pofition,  with  their 
right  extending  about  a  mile  and  a  half  beyond  the  court- 
houfe,  in  the  parting  of  the  roads,  leading  to  Shrewfbury  and 
Middlctown,  and  their  left  along  the  road  from  Allen-town 
to  Monmouth  about  three  miles  on  this  fide  of  the  court- 
houfe.  Their  right  flank  lay  on  the  fkirt  of  a  fmall  wood, 
while  their  left  was  fevered  with  a  thick  one  :  A  morafs 
running  towards  their  rear,  and  their  whole  front  covered  by  a 
wood,  and  for  a  confiderable  extent  towards  the  left  with  a 
morals.  In  this  fituation  thev  halted  till  the  morning  of  the 
128th.  Matters  being  thus  iuitcd,  and  having  had  the  beft 
iniojmauoi).   that  if   the   cnemv   were  once  arrived  at  the 
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heights  of  Middletown,  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  where  they  1778. 
were,  it  would  be  impofllble  to  attempt  any  thing  againft  \-L^—J 
them  with  a  profpefct  of  fuccefs,  I  determined  to  attack 
their  rear,  the  moment  they  mould  get  in  motion  from  their 
prefent  ground*  1  communicated  my  intention  to  General 
Lee,  and  ordered  him  to  make  his  difpofition  for  the  attack, 
and  to  keep  his  troops  conftantly  lying  upon  their  arms  to 
be  in  readinefs  at  the  morteft  notice.  This  was  done  with 
refpect  to  the  troops  under  my  immediate  command. 

**  About  five  in  the  morning,  General  Dickinfon  fent  an 
exprefs,  informing  that  the  front  of  the  enemy  had  begun 
their  march.  I  immediately  put  the  army  in  motion,  and 
fent  orders  by  one  of  my  aids  for  General  Lee  to  move  on, 
and  attack  them,  unlefs  there  mould  be  any  powerful  reafons 
to  the  contrary,  acquainting  him  at  the  fame  time,  that  I  was 
marching  to  fupport  him,  and  for  doing  it  with  the  greater 
expedition  and  difpatch.  mould  make  the  men  difincumber 
themfelves  of  their  packs  and  blankets.  After  marching 
about  five  miles,  to  my  great  furprife  and  mortification,  I 
met  the  whole  advanced  corps  retreating  ;  and,  as  I  was  told, 
by  General  Lee's  order,  without  having  made  any  oppofi- 
tion,  excepting  one  fire  given  by  the  party  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Butler,  on  their  being  charged  by  the  ene- 
my's cavalry,  who  were  repulfed  ;  I  proceeded  immediately 
to  the  rear  corps  which  I  found  clofely  prefled  by  the  enemy 
and  gave  directions  for  forming  part  of  the  retreating  corps, 
who,  by  the  brave  and  fpirited  conduct  of  the  officers,  aidecl 
byfome  pieces  of  well  ferved  artillery,  checked  the  enemy's 
advance,  and  gave  time  to  make  a  difpofition  of  the  left 
wing  and  fecond  line  of  the  army,  upon  an  eminence,  and 
in  a  wood  a  little  in  the  rear  covered  by  a  morafs  in  front. 
On  this  were  placed  fome  batteries  of  cannon  by  Lord  Stir- 
ling, who  commanded  the  left  wing,  which  played  upon  the 
enemy  with  great  effect,  and  feconded  by  parties  of  infantry 
detached  to  oppofe  them  ;  thefe  effectually  put  a  flop  to  their 
advance. 

General  Lee  being  detached  with  the  advanced  corps,  the 
command  of  the  right  wing,  for  the  occafion,  was  given  to 
General  Greene.  For  expedition  of  the  march,  and  to 
counteract  any  attempt  to  turn  our  right,  I  had  ordered 
them  to  file  off  By  the  new  court-houfe,  two  miles  from  Eng- 
lifh-town,  and  fail  into  the  Monmouth  read  a  fmall  diftance 
in  the  rear  of  the  court-houfe.  On  intelligence  of  the  re- 
treat he  marched  up,  and  took  a  very  advantageous  pofition 
on  the  right,  the  enemy  by  this  time  finding  themfelves 
warmly  oppofed  in  front,  made  an  attempt  to  turn  our  left 
flank,  but  they  were  bravely  repulfed  and  drawn  back  by 
detached  parties  of  infantry.     They.alfo  made  a  movement 
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1778.  to  bur  right  with  as  little  fuccefs,  General  Greene  having 
advanced  a  body  of  troops  with  artillery  to  a  commanding 
piece  of  ground,  which  not  only  difappointed  their  defign 
of  turning  our  right,  but  enfiladed  thofe  in  front  of  the  left 
wing.  In  addition  to  this,  General  Wayne  advanced  with 
a  body  of  troops,  and  kept  up  fo  fevere,  and  well  directed  a 
fire,  that  the  enemy  there,  were  foon  compelled  to  retire  be- 
hind the  defile;  where  the  firft  (land  in  the  beginning  of  the 
action  had  been  made.  In  this  fituation  the  enemy  had 
both  their  flanks  fecured  by  thick  woods  and  moraffes,  while 
their  front  could  only  be  approached  by  a  narrow  pafs.  I  re- 
folved  neverthelefs  to  attack  them,  and  for  that  purpofe  or- 
dered General  Boor,  with  bis  own  and  the  Carolina  brigade 
to  move  round  upon  their  right,  and  General  Woodford 
upon  their  left,  and  the  artillery  to  gali  them  in  front ;  but 
the  impediments  in  their  way  prevented  their  getting  with- 
in reach  before  it  was  dark.  They  remained  upon  the  ground, 
they  had  been  directed  to  occupy  during  the  night,  with  in- 
tention to  begin  the  attack  early  the  next  morning,  and  the 
army  continued  lying  upon  their  arms  in  the  field  of  action,  I 
to  be  in  readinefs  to  fupport  them.  In  the  mean  time  the 
enemy  were  engaged  in  removing  their  wounded,  and  about 
twelve  o'clock  at  night  marched  away  in  fuch  filence,  that 
though  General  Poor  lay  extremely  near  them,  they  effected 
their  retreat  without  his  knowledge.  They  carried  off  all 
their  wounded  except  four  officers,  and  about  forty  privates, 
whofe  wounds  were  too  dangerous  to  permit  their  removal. 
The  extreme  heat  of  the  weather,  the  fatigue  of  the  men 
from  their  march  through  a  deep  fandy  country,  almoft  en- 
tirely deltitute  of  water,  and  the  diftance  the  enemy  had 
gained  by  marching  in  the  night,  made  a  purfuit  impractica- 
ble and  fruitlefs ;  it  would  have  anfwered  no  valuable  pur- 
pofe, and  would  have  been  fatal  to  numbers  of  our  men, 
feveral  of  whom  died  the  preceding  day  with  heat.  Was  I 
to  conclude  my  account  of  this  day's  tranfaclions,  without  ex- 
prefling  my  obligations  to  the  officers,  and  army  in  general, 
I  mould  do  injuftice  to  their  merit,  and  violence  to  my  own 
feelings.  They  feemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  manifefting 
their  zeal  and  bravery.  The  catalogue  of  thofe  who  diftin- 
guifhed  themfelves  is  too  long  to  admit  of  particularizing 
individuals.  I  cannot,  however,  forbear  mentioning  Briga- 
dier-General Waine,  whofe  gaod  conduct  and  bravery 
through  the  whole  action  deferves  particular  commendation. 

"  The  particular  fituation  of  General  Lee  at  this  time,  re- 
quires that  I  mould  fay  nothing  of  his  conduct. 

"  He  is  now  in  arreft. 

I 
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**  Being  fully  convinced,  by  the  gentlemen  of  this  coun-      1778. 
try,  that  the  enemy  cannot  be  hurt   or  injured  in  their  em-    v™^—0 
barkation  at  Sandyhook,  the  place  to  which  they  are  going, 
and  unwilling  to  get  too  far  removed  from  the  North  river, 
I  put  the  troops  in  motion  early  this  morning,  and  (hall  pro- 
ceed that  way." 

The  return  makes  the  lofs  of  Continentals  to  be  fixty-nine 
killed,  one  hundred  and  forty-two  wounded,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  miffing,  many  of  the  latter  dropped 
through  fatigue,  and  having  recovered,  returned  to  the  camp. 

The  lofs  of  the  Royaiifts  faid  to  be  two  hundred  and  forty- 
five  rank  and  file,  killed  and  left  on  the  field,  twelve  hundred 
and  fifty-five  wounded,  one  hundred  and  feventeen  prifoners, 
and  fifteen  hundred  and  feventy-twodeferted.  Total  of  their 
lofs  after  they  left  Philadelphia,  three  thoufand  one  hundred 
and  eighty-nine  by  the  account  circulated  ;  but  not  having 
feen  the  return  made  to  Sir  Henery  Clinton  cannot  deter- 
mine this  accouut  to  be  accurate. 

In  Gen.  Waffling  ton's  general  orders  the  next  day  after 
the  battle,  "  He  thanks  raoft  fincerely  the  gallant  officers 
and  men,  who  diftinguifhed  themfelves  on  this  occafion.  He 
can  with  peculiar  pleafure  inform  Gen.  Knox  and  the  of- 
ficers of  the  artillery,  that  the  enemy  have  done  them  the 
jnflice  to  acknowledge  that  no  artillery  could  be  better  ferv- 
ed  than  our's." 

The  night  after  the  battle,  the  Royalifls  puihed  for  Mid- 
dietown,  from  thence  to  Sandyhook,  in  their   way  to  New-  v 
York. 

Admiral  Gambier  arrived  this  month  at  New- York  with 
twenty-five  fail  of  tranfports  under  his  convoy,  and  a  few 
recruits  for  the  Royal  army. 

The  King  of  France  confidered  the*  capture  made  by  the  June.  2%, 
Britifh  fleet,  the  17th  inftant,  as  intended  by  England  as 
the  beginning  of  a  war  with  France  ;  he  therefore  iiiued  his 
orders  of  this  date  for  "  Making  reprifa'is  on  England  for 
the  infuks  offered  his  flag."  At  this  period  we  may 
date  the  commencement  of  the  war  between  England  and 
France,  the  former  being  the  aggreifor,  and' began  hoftilities 
to  teftify  their  refentment  agkfxm  France  for  their  friend- 
(hip  to  the  United  States. 

General  Wafhington,  with  his  army,  was  ptirfuing    their  July  3, 
route  by  way  of  North  River.  General  Gates,  with  a  divif- 
ionof  Continentals,  encamped  at  White-plains,  as  a  barrier 
to  prevent  the  Royaiifts  penetrating  the  country  contigu- 
ous to  New-York. 

Admiral  Count  B'Eftaing  arrived  oT  the  Capes  of  Dela-  July  10. 
ware  from  Toulon,  with  a  fleet  of  mips  under  his  command, 
confifting  of  fixteen  fail.  viz. 
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ijj2.  Guns.  Guns,  Guns* 

*— V-— '     Languedoc     90         Proteaeur      74         Sagitaire  50 

Tonant  Bo         Guerrier        74         L'Engagean    36 

Csefar  74  Fautafque       64         Chamion         30 

Zele  74         Proveace        64         L'Alernene     25 

Heftor  74         Valiant  64         L'Aimable      26 

Marfeiiles       74 

In  this  fleet  came  about  four  thoufand  French  troops,  to 
co-operate  with  the  forces. of  the  United  States.  M.  Ger- 
ard alfo  arrived  in  this  fleet,  being  appointed  by  the  Court  r 
of  Verfailles,  Minifter  plenipotentiary  to  the  United  States ;  \j[ 
he  landed  at  Chefter,  about  fifteen  miles  from  Philadelphia, 
and  proceeded  to  the  city.  Mr.  Commiflioner  Deane  re- 
turned in  this  fleet,  in  confequence  of  a  refoiution  of  Con- 
grefs  "  To  inform  them  of  the  commercial  matters  he  had 
tranfacled  in  France." 

Congrefs  having  now  returned  to  their  former  feat  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, received  a  fecond  letter  from  the  Britifh  Commif- 
fioners,r  to  which  they  refolved  to  give  no  anfwer.  The 
conditions  of  a  treaty  mentioned  in  the  letter  Congrefs  wrote 
them  of  the  17th  of  June,  not  being  complied  with,  and  the  f 
difgraceful  cpnducl;  of  one  of  the  Commiffioners  in  endeav-  J 
curing  to  bribe  one  of  their  members,  might  be  the  reafons 
which  induced  Congrefs  to  take  the  above  refoiution.  The 
circumftaaces  relative  to  the  bribery  mentioned  are  thus  re- 
lated, and  publifhed  at  that  time.  "  The  Hon.  Jofeph  Read, 
Efq.  one  of  the  delegates  for  Philadelphia,  informed  Con^ 
grefs  of  the  means  Governour  Johnftone  had  ufed  to  feduce 
him  to  aft  a  part  injurious  to  his  country.  A  lady  refiding 
at  Philadelphia,,  who  had  connexion  with  the  Britifh  (faidto 
be  Mrs.  Fergulon,  wife  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commiffion-  J 
ers)  undertook  to  converfe  with  him,  and  acquainted  him  | 
that  Governour  Johnftone  had  exprelfed  to  her  his  withes  to  I 
engage  Mr.  Read's  intereft  to  promote  the  objecl:  of  their  j 
commiffion,  viz.  a  reconciliation  between  the  two  countries,  } 
if  confident  with  his  principles  and  judgment,  and  that  in  J 
fuch  cale,  it  would  not  be  deemed  unbecoming  in  govern-  j 
ment  to  take  a  favourable  notice  of  fuch  conduct,  and  that  in 
this  inftance,  he  (Mr.  Read)  might  have  ten  thoufand  pounds 
fterling,  and  any  office  in  the  Colonies  in  his  Majefty's  gift." 
Mr.  Read's  reply  redounds  greatly  to  his  honour,  and  fbould 
not  be  omitted.  He  faid,  he  was  not  worth  purchafmg,but 
fuch  as  he  was,  the  King  of  Great  Britain  was  not  rich  enough 
to  do  it. 

The  injudicious  conduO  of  Governour  Johnftone,  ruined 
his  credit  with  Congrefs,  and  caufecl  them  to  with-hold 
all  coirefpondence  with  him  ;  for  as  fopn  as  Congrefs  were 
acquainted  wuh  it,  they  i»ailed  the  following  refojfes,  viz, 
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1  That  the  particulars  mentioned  in  Mr.  Read%d>chration, 
n  the  opinion  of  Congrefs.  cannot  but  be  cortfidered  as  di- 
rect attempts  to  coirupt  and  bribe  the  Congrefs  of  the  Uni- 
ed  States. 

'  That  as  Congrefs  feel,  fo  they  ought  to  demonflrate,  the 
higheft  and  moft  pointed  indignation  againft  fuch  doings  and 
ttrocious  attempts  to  coirupt  their  integrity. 

"  That  it  is  incompatible  with  the  honour  of  Congrefs  to 
hold  any  manner  of   conefpondence  with  the  faid   George 

ohnjtone,  Efq.  efpecially  to  negbciate  with  him  upon  af- 
airs  in  which  the  caufe  of  liberty  and  virtue  are  iriterelted  ; 
nd  for  the  propriety  of  luch  condufcl,  we  make  and  publifh 

0  the  world  this  our  declaration." 
Such  was  the  refult  of   Governour  Johnilone's  manage- 
ment, or  &xke#  mi frnan zgtment. 

The  fettlement  of  Wvorhino"  on  Sufquehannah  river, 
fufFered  a  general:  mailaere  of  the  inhabitants.  Some  who 
lad  been  eye  witneffes  of  the  diabolical  proceedings,  having 
fcaped,  1  elated  the  circumftances  of  the  maffacre,  which 
vas  perpetrated  by  Tories  and  Indians ;  from  theprintedac- 
:ount  we  coliecr, 

"  That  this  lettlement  was'made  by  the  people  of  Con- 
leclicut  on  a  grant  of  land  purchafed  bv  them,  under  lane- 
ion  of  the  government  of  Indian  proteclors  ;  and  theie 
ands  failing  within  the  limits  of  the  Pennfyivama  claim,  a 
iifpute  concerning  the  right,  had  arifen  between  the  two 
overnments,  who  had  proceeded  to  frequent  afts  of  hoitih- 
ies.  When  it  was  at  a  height  that  threatened  the  difturbance 
}1  the  oLher  governments,  Congrefs  interpofed,  by  whole 
•ecommendairon  and  authority  the  decifion  of  the  difpute 
vas  fufpended,  till  that  with  Great  Britain,  equally  intereft- 
ng  to  every  American  State,  was  concluded,  when  they 
might  be  more  at  leifure  to  attend  to  the  other,  and  con» 
[ider  the  juftice  of  each  claim." 

'The  fettlement  confided  of  eight  townfhips,  each  contain- 
ng  five  miles  fquare  (the  river  navigable  for  flat  ■  bottom 
>oatsjand  produced  large  quantities  of  grain  of  all  forts,  fruit, 
lemp,  flax,  &c.  and  flock  of  all  kinds  ;   inhabited  by  about 

1  thoufand  families,  who  had  furniihed  the  Continental  army 
tfith  many  hundred  foldiers,  &c.  The  tory  inhabitants  had 
riven  them  fome  dill urbance  before  General  Harkcrmer's 
>attle  at  Oneida  creek  ;  fome  of  thefe  had  been  aclive  in 
firring  up  the  Indians  to  acls  of  hoftility,  after  they  got  their 
'berty  from  the  whig  inhabitants,  who  had  taken  up,  and 
Secured  them  lor  a  time.  The  fettlers  were  fufpicious  of  their 
iefign,  and  prepared  themfelves   for  defence ;  the  Indians 

rtlully  pretended  they  were  for  peace,  but  their  real  defign 
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1778,      months  of  April  and   May,  {tolling  parties  of  Indians  an 
V— ^— t    tories  made  incurfions. 

In  this  manner  began  the  deftrucTion  of  Wyoming,  and 
this  month  it  was  completed ;   and  (the  account  fays)  .'*  Aw' 
thofe  flotirifhing  fettienients  were  reduced  to  a.fcene  of  de 
folation,  and  honjour,  beyond  defcrip.tion,  parallel,  or  credi 
hiiity?'* 
jitly  29.         jne  YJiwg  of  Great  Britain,  ijfued  orders  t&  ftize  Frcvc 
property;  tiiefe  orders  operated  the  fame  as  a  form ai  dec Ura 
tion  of  war  againft  France. 
Augiift,  Xhe  city  of  New- York,    which   had  fuffsred  greatly  b  Ai 

fire  foon  after  the  regulars  had  got  poilefiion;,  underwent  a|p 
like  difaiter  in  the  beginning  of  the  month,  and  was\i-mmed&||eii 
ately  followed  by  a  tremendous  explofion  occafioijed  b 
lightning,  which  flruck  an  ordnance  floop  in  the.  e-afl.  river, 
faid  to  have  on  board  tw,o  bundled  and  forrty-five  barrels  o' 
gunpowder,  by  which  means  the  houfes  ira  that  pan  of."  ttidb 
ciiv  were  much  damaged, 
Aug.  6,  Monfieur  Gei rard,  the  French  AmbaiTador,iia;d  his  fii-fl  w 

dience  of  the  American  Congrefs.on,  this,  dayv     .  m 

Another   expedition   to  Newport    being  pJUnned,  Court 
D'Eftaing  with  his   fleet    from    Sandy-Hook,  anchored  ofljjk 
Point  Judith    the  29th  of  jcly,(  and   blocked    up    Newpor 
harbour.     An  army  vyas,CQllelcl$d  from  the  four  New  Knglla 
land-States,   who  were  joined,  by :  Glover's   and   Varnutmsi-t 
biigaq^es  from  the  continental  army,  the  whole  commands 
by  Major- General  Sullivan.-     The   Marquis   de   la  Fayeue?|Jiii 
and  Major-General  Greene,  came  from,  the  American  cam 
to  ferve.us  as.  volunteers  in  this  expeditwru  Many  of  the  mo. 
refpsfctable   chara&ers,  voluntarily    engaged  in   it.     Major-  >i 
General  Hancock,  from  Botipn,  undertook  to  command,  one;  i 
c!ivi,fion    of   tjie   troops.     The  French    troops,   about    four  u 
ihouland,  landed  from  the  fhips  on  Conanicutt-  ifland,  about   11 
three   miles  diflant,  but   were  afterwards    taken   on    boardjja 
again.     The  fleet  made  a<  movement  into.  Newport. harbufcr.  i 
In  pafp.ng  the  enemy's  batteries  they  were  fired  on,   but  re- 
ceived, little  damage,  j 
On  Sunday,  about, eight  thoufand  troops  landed  on  New 
A&$*  9'      port  ifland,  and  took  poifeflion  of  two  of  the  enemy's  forti 
and  the  whole  ifland  north  of   their  lines,  about  two  miles 
from   the    town,   without  a  gun  fired  on   either   fide.    The 
enemy  evacuated  them,   and-  retired  to  their   works  nearer  i 
the  town.     The  advance  of  the  befieging  army  was  compof* 

*  The  particulars  of  the  de/iruclion  were  publifliedin  tfa 
American  newfpaperst  and.  the  Britifd  Annual  Regijterfoi 
1779- 
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^  of  the  light  troops,  independent  companies,  and  fifty 
nen  from  each  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Livingfton, 
he  right  wing  of  the  army  by  Major-General  Greene,  the 
eft  by  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  ;  the  fecond  line  by  Major- 
~enerai  Hancock,  and  the  refer  ve  by  Colonel  Welt.  Thus 
ar,  matters  fu-cceeded  to  their  wilhes ;  hurt  the  events  of  war- 
re  uncertain. 

On  or  about  the  1.0  th,  Lord  Howe,  with  the  Britifli  fleet 
rom  New-York,  appeared:  off  the  mouth  of  Newport  har- 
our.  His  fleet  con  filled  of  twenty  fail,  thirteen  of  which 
jere  or  the  line.  Count  D'Eflaing  immediately  put  out 
fter  them,  when  a  violent  Aorrn  arofe,  and  prevented  his 
sturn  in  feafon  to  afiift  the  army  befieging  Newport.  The 
/seiar,  of  fe.  verity- four  guns,  had  a-  fma-rt  engagement  with 
ne.ol'  the  Brhifb:,.  in  which  the. French  Captain  loft  an  arm, 
d  proceeded  to  Bofton.  The  French  fleet  having  fuffered 
ready  in  the  ftorm,  the  Count  was  under  a  neceffity  of 
uittingthe  expedition  and  proceeding  to  Bofton  to  repair 
is  fhi-ps,  where  he  arrived  the  28th.  This  circumftance 
ifconcerted  the  plan  laid  for  regaining  the  ifl'and. 

The  enemy  having  intelligence  ot  the  movements  of  the 
le  befiegers,  came  out  early  in  the  morning  of  the  29th, 
r.ith  nearly  their  whole  force,  in  two  columns ;  they  ad- 
ancedin  two  roads  and  attacked  the  light  corps,  who  made 
brave  refinance.  Genera!  Sullivan's  letter  to  Congrefr, 
gentians  the  particulars  of  the  action,  which  lafted  through: 
ie  day  and  endecl^  irii  ihe  rep.ulfs  of  the  enemy  ;  they  rear- 
A,  and  let:  him  in  polfe-fiion  of  rive  ground,  their  lot's  being- 
renter  than  his,  Alter  the  action,  his  "troops  retired  to 
amp,  and  the  -enemy  empteq&d  fhemfelve's  in  fortifying 
uir  camp  through  the  night.  The  lofs,  by  a  particular  re- 
am mace  to  the  Gener-al,  was,  on  his  fide,  two  hundred: 
nd  eleven  killed,  wounded  and;  milling.  Some,  who  were 
ken  priioners  at  Newport,  and  came  out  on  parole,  report- 
d.that  the  Royalists  had  three  hundred  and  fix  killed,  and 
lore  than  double  that  number- wounded,  and  had  lelt  them 
ight  thoufand  ftrong  in  Newport.  The  Royaiifts  availed' 
lcmfeives  oi  the  departure  of  the  French  fleet,  and  Sir  H. 
'hruon  threw  in  large  luccours  from  New- York, 

In  the  evening  of  (he  30th,  the  day  after  the  action,  the 
reneral  received  a  letter  from  General  Waihington,  in- 
arming him  that  Lord  Howe  had  failed  a  fecond  time  with 
re  fieeu  At  the  fame  time  he  received  intelligence  that  a 
eet  was  off  Block -Ifland,  and  finding  by  the  intelligence 
om  Boflon,  that  the  French,  fleet  could  not  be,  repaired  in 
fa'fon,  fo  as  to  aid  his  operations  again  It  Newport,  it  was1 
nanimoufly  agreed,  in  council  ol  war,  to  quit  the  in  and.  The 
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1778.  timely  his  retreat  took,  placets  an  hundred  fail  of  the  enemy's 
mip,>  arrived  in  the  harbour,  the  morning  after  the  retreat. 
This  was  accOmplifhed  on  Sunday  the  301b  ;  the  army  bring- 
ing oft  with  them  all  their  baggage,  ftores,  &c.  without  fuf- 
fering  anyjofs  or  damage,  while  doing  it.  In  the  general' 
orders  ifiued  by  General  Sullivan,  he  "  Cogratulates  his  ar- 
my  upon  a  retreat  from  an  ifland  in  the  face*  of- an  enemy  of 
fuperior  force,  and  who  had  befides  the  command  of  the 
water.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  to  perform  a  retreat 
without  any  confuhon  or  diforder,  mull  refk£r.  the  higheft 
honour  on  the  brave  troops  he  had  the  honour  to  command. 'e 

In  this  manner  ended  the  third  expedition  undertaken  to 
recover  Newport  from  the  Royalifts. 

This  month  the  trial  of  Major- General  Lee  came  on  at 
Brunfwick  before,  a  Court  Marshal  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pofe.     The  charg.es  exhibited  againll  him  were*  viz.- 

"The  difobedience  of  orders,  in  not  attacking  the  enemy 
die  28th  oi  June,   agreeable  to  repeated  inftru&ions. 

"lu>rmj. (behaviour  before  the  enemy  on  the  fame  day 
in  making  an  unneceffary,  diforderiy,  and  fhameful  retreat. 

"For  difrcfpecj;  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  in  two  letters 
dated   June   28,.  and  July  1." 

The  Court  were  of  opinion,  that  he  was  guilty  • !  and  their 
fentence  jyai,  "  That  Major-General  Lee  be  fufpended  from 
his  command  in  the  armies  of,  the  United  States,  for  the 
fpace   cf  twelve  months.* 

I  In  17^3,  this  officer  was  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Brit'ilh  army,     he 
In  1772,11c  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Lieut.  Colonel, ^and    ■ 
his  name  w^;  in,  rh^army  iift  till  1775,  during  which  time  he  j 
received  half  pay,  ^Report  fays  that  being  defgufled  at  not' 
being  railed    to  the  rank  of  a  full  Colonel,  when  a  vacancy  i 
preferred,  he  left  England.,  came  to  America' and  redded  in  I 
Virginia  at  the  commencement  of  the  American  war, in  which 
he  earlv   engaged,  and   Congrefs  appointed   him   a  Major-  j 
General  in  their  army.   Being  taken  prifoner  by  the  enemy, 
lie  \vas  detained  by  them  at  New-York,  for  manv  months; 
but  being   exchanged  he   returned  to   his  command   in  the 
Continental  army.     He  is.defcubed  to  have  been  a  perfon 
of  abilities,  education,  and  bravery,  but  appears  to  have  had 
a  larger  {hare  of  ambition  than  was  confident  with  the  ref- 
pe£t  due  to  ihe  orders  of  a  fupcriour  officer.] 

:'  In  January,  1780,  Congrefs  dif miffed  him  from  his  rank  I 

in  l/ie  C<  ''linnthii  'a      y,  ana.  he  retired  from  it.     In  OBober  \ 

2,  1782,  tic  died  at  PiiHadelphia.     A   volume  ^of  his  writ-  \ 
tngst  with  Jus  life,  have fmce  beat  publiflied. 
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General  Gray,  from  New-York  with  a  detachment  of 
Britifh  troops,  burnt  the   town  of   New-Bedford,   in  Dart- 

E south,  in  the  State  of  Maffachufetts  bay.  Sept,  6. 

About  the  middle  ot  this  month,  arrived  at  New* York, 
rom  Halifax,  Admiral  Byron,  with  a  fquadron  of  Britith 
aen  of  war*,  to  obftrucl  the  operations  of  Count  D'Eftainga 
in  America,  and  to  fupport  and  aid  the  King's  naval  force, 
already  on  that  ftation.  His  fleet  fufferedmuch  in  their  paf- 
age  from  England,  and  were  not  in  a  condition  for  fervice, 
or  near  a  month  after  their  arrival.  Lord  Howe  having 
efigned  his  command  of  the  fleet  at  New-York,  to  Admiral 
jambier,  he  prepared  for  his  return  to  England. 

Governour  Johnflone,  finding  he  could  not  a£l  with  Con- 
refs  in  the  character  of  a  Commiilioner,  accompanied  Lord 
iowe  in  his  voyage  to  England. 
Dr.   Fergufon,  Secretary  to  the  Britifh  Commiflioners, 
rwarded  fundry  papers  to  Congrefs,  viz.  a  declaration  fign- 
d    "  George  Johnflone,"    another    flgned    by     Carlifle, 
linton,  and  Eden,  and  a   third  declaration  figned  by  the 
ree  laft  mentioned  Commiflioners,  containing  a  requifttiori 
lative  to  Burgoyn'e's  troops,  captured  laft  year  at  Saratoga, 
overnour  Johnftone's  declaration    refpecls  the  refolve  of 
ongrefs,    relative  to  his  attempt  on  the   fidelity  of  one  of 
eir  members,  which  refolve  he  imputes  to  be   calculated 
Congrefs  to  delude  the  people  of  America  and  to  defeat 
e  defign  of  the  Commiflioners  in  effecting  an  accommoda- 
n, which  (he  fays)  he  would  not  by  any  means  prevent ;  and 
ereiore  declines  acting  any  more  as  a  Commiflioner.    Ths 
cond  declaration  fets  forth,    "  That  the  other  three  Com- 
flioners  had  not  any  knowledge  of  the  conduft  of  Gov- 
our  johnftone,   in    tampering  with  Congrefs,  till    they 
ad  it  in  the  newfpapers." 

This   paper   contains   reflections   on    France,  and  afferts^ 
"hat  the  offers  of  France  to  the  American  Commiflioners 
re,  was  in  confequence  of  a  plan  of  accommodation  pro- 
fed  by  Britain."  Italfo  expreffes"  Their  aflonifhment  that 
s  people  fliould  prefer  an  alliance  with  France  (if  we  un- 
ftand  their  meaning)  to  a  jubmijjion  to  the  government 
ngland."      In    the  third  declaration  they   demand     an 
mediate  releafe  of  Burgoyne's  troops,  and  to  induce  to  a 
pliance,    they  offer  to     ratify  on    the  part    of  Great 
tain,  the  articles  of  the  Saratoga  convention. 
fj  what  light,  Congrefs  viewed  this  offer  may  be  feen  by 
ir  refolve,  viz.   **  That  no  ratification  of   the  convention 
Saratoga,  which  may  be  tendered  in  confequence  of  pow- 
which  may  reach  that  cafe  by  conftru&ion  and  implica- 
or  which  may  fubjecl  whatever  is  traniacfeu  relative  to 
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1778.  W.  H.  Drayton,  Efq.  (one  of- the  South-Carolina  dele- 

gates) in  a  letter  puhli filed*  and  addreffed  to  the  three  Com 
miffioners,  anfwers  to  the  foregoing  declarations,  and  exam 
ines  with  precifion  the  proceedings  or"  Parliament,  relative 
to  the  conciliatory  plan.  He  juflifies  the  conducl  of  France 
and  proves  from  the  Parliamentary  debates,  "  That  the  of. 
fers  of  France  made  on  the  16th  December,  1777,  was  at  3 
point  of  time,  when  every  public  intimation  that  could  be 
given  of  a  perfeverance  in  meafures  of  coercion  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  aElually  and  clearly  exifted  ;"  which 
nullifies  theaffertion  of  the  Commiffioners,  mentioned  above, 
"  That  the  offers  were  made  by  France,  in  confequence  of  i 
plan  of  accommodation  previoufly  concerted  in  Great  Brit 
aim" 

The  German-Flats,  a  fine  fertile  country^,  confiding  0 
about  one  hundred  houfes,  fituated  on  both  fides  the  Mo 
hawk  river,  was  laid  in  ailies  by  the  Royalifts— the  inhabi 
tants  having  timely  notice,  efcaped. 

Major-General  Lord  Stirling  at  this  time  commanding  ; 
divifion  of  Continentals  in  the  Jerfies,  wrote  to  Congrefs 
relation  of  the  majfacre  of  fome  of  Colonel  Baylor's  regimen 
of  horfe,  who  were  furprized  the  latter  end  of  this    montl 
in  a  barn  in  Harringfovvn,  near  Tapan,  by  a  party  of  Royal 
ills,  headed  by  a  tory.     "  On  its  being  intimated  to  me, 
fays  his  Lordfliip,  "that  Congrefs  was  defirous  to  know  th 
particulars  of  the  maiTacre  ot  Colonel    Baylor's  regimen 
I  defired   Dr.  Griffith,  furgeon   and    chaplain   to   Gener; 
Woodford's  brigade,  and  who  attends  Colonel  Baylor,  an 
the  other  wounded  prifoners,  to  colleft.  all  the  evidence  h 
<;ould  of  that  barbarous   affair.     I  have  juff,  now  receive 
collections  on  that  horrid  fubjecl."     The   collection  coi 
tains  the  affidavits  and  depositions  of  a  number  of  foldie  , 
belonging  to  that  unfortunate  regiment,  who  folemnly  d(L' 
clare,  that  after  they  had  furrendered,  and  afked  for  quarte 
it  was  refufed.     Thomas  Hatckinfon>   fergeant  of  the  thrj  J?e 
troop,  efcaped  unhurt,  but  heard  the  Britim  foldiers  cry  01 
"  Sliver  him,"  repeatedly.     Cullency,  of  the  fir  It  troop,  w 
received  twelve  wounds,  fays,  "  That  when  the  enemy  ei 
tered  the  barn  where  his  troop  lay,   he  and  the    men  afk( 
for  quarter  and  were  refufed  ;  that  the  Britim  Captain,  Bu 
of  the  fecond  light  infantry,   alter  enquiring  how   many 
the  rebels  were  dead,  on  being  told  the  number,  ordered  \ 
the  reft  to  be  knocked  on  the  head,  and  that  his  orders  we 
executed  on  five  or  fix  of  the  wounded."     Benfon,o\.   t 
fecond  troop,  received  alfo  twelve  wounds,    he  declared 
heard  the  men  in  the  barn  with  him,  afk  for  quarter,   whi 
was  returned  with  wounds,  and  abufive  language  ;  he  ihoufl 
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.eply  to  the  others  that  begged  it  "  that  their  Captain  had  or-  1778* 
dered  them  to  ftab  all  and  make  no  prifoners."  Thomas  Tal-  *  ■  y  ■* 
ley  of  the  fixth  troop  received  fix  wounds;  he  declared 
"That  after  the  enemy  had  taken  him  and  partly  ftripped 
him,  the  foldiers  enquiring  of  their  Captain,  what  ihould  be 
done  with  him,  he  ordered  him  to  be  killed,  and  after  that, 
he  received  fix  wounds  in  his  breaft  with  their  bayonets  at 
different  times."  Southward,  of  the  fifth  troop  fays,  "  That 
five  men  out  of  thirteen  of  their  regiment,  in  the  barn  with 
1  him,  were  killed  outrightrand  the  reft,  except  himfelf,  bayo- 
netted  ;  that  he  heard  the  Britifh  officer  order  bis  men  to  put 
all  to  death,  and  afterwards  afk,  if  they  had  finifhed  all—, 
that  they  offered  quarters  to  fome,  who  on  furrendering  them- 
felves,  they  bayonetted."  The  depofitions  ot  feven  others 
attefted  by  Gjvernour  Livingfton,  of  the  Jerfies,  confirm 
the  above  declarations.  Mr.  Morris,  Lieutenant  and  Adju- 
tant in  Baylor's  regiment  received  feven  wounds;  he  folemn- 
iv  declared  that  upon  begging  his  lire  after  he  had  furren- 
dered,  they  replied  yes,  d — n  ye,  we  will  give  you  quarters,, 
and  then  ruihed  on  and  flabbed  him  with  their  bayonets,  arid 
itripped  him  of  all  his  clothes, 

The  latter  end  of  this  month  an  hazardous  enterprise  W-!? 
undertaken  and  bravely  executed  by  Major  Silas  Talbot  ot 
the  State  of  Rhode-Ifland,  in  a  fmali  $<*?%&  mounting  only- 
two  carriage  guns,  having  oa  b^arci  a^out  flxty  volunteers. 
They  ran  along- fide  the  ^'ig0t  galley,  belonging  to  the  Britifh, 
ttationed  at  S?Connet  paffdge,  near  Newport,  which  they 
boarded  >rid  took,  and  condjcled  her  fafely  to  Providence. 
The  Pigot  was  well  manned,  had  a  heavy  bow  gun,  and 
mounted  eight  twelve  pounders.  Otl.  3*' 

The  laft  manifeflo  or  proclamation  of  the  Britifh  Commif- 
fioners  at  New-York,  was  publiihed  and  circulated  through 
the  United  States,  it  was  addreffed  "  To  the  members  of 
Congrefs,  the  members  of  the  General  Affemblies  or  Con- 
ventions of  the  feveral  colonies,  plantations  and  provinces, 
&c.  and  all  the  other  inhabitants  of  every  rank  and  denomina- 
tion," and  figned  by  three  or  the  CommilTioners,viz.  Carlifle, 
Clinton  and  Eden  ;  it  was  to  be  in  force  forty  days  from  the 
date.  It  offers  a  general  or  ftparate  peace  to  the  colonies, 
with  the  revival  of  their  ancient  government  fecured  againft 
future  infringements,  and  protected  forever  from  taxation  by 
Great  Britain,  if  they  would  relinquiJJi  their  in  dependence , 
break  their  faith  with  France,  and  fubmit  to  the  BritiJJi  yoke. 
This  feems  to  be  the  plain  Englifh  conftru&ion  ot  the  terms 
on  which  they  offer  peace ;  but  if  the  Unhed  States  would 
not  comply  with  them,  then  the  manife'lo  fuggefls,  u  They 
weie  to  expect  more  [evert  exprejjions  of  Britifli  vengeance. 
Vol.  II.  T 
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Themanifefto  contains  alio  a  recapitulation  oF  what  the  Corr 
miffioners  call  the  bleffings  they  are  impowered  to  confer 
and  a  warning  of  the  continued  train  of  evils  to  which  th 
colonies  (in  which  defcription  this  manifefto  places  them 
are  at  prefect  blindly  and  obflinately  expofing  themfelves, 
&c.  &c. 

The  Commiffioners  explicitly  declared  that  they  had  neith 
er  authority  or  inclination  id  acknowledge  the  colonies  to  h 
independent — and  Congrefs  having  informed  them  "The 
they  would  treat  with  Great 'Britain  on  no  other  terms;"  i 
put  an  end  to  the  negociation,  and  the  Commiffioners  pre 
pared  to  leave  the  continent. 
Oft.  30.  This  day  Congrefs  publifhed  their  reply  to  the  declaration 

of  the  Commiffioners,  after  mentioning  the  caufe  of  Ameri 
ca  taking  up  arms,  that  it  was  the  oppreffive  and  tyranou 
meafures  of  Great  Britain,  and  briefly  reciting  the  cruehie 
that  had  hitherto  been  exercifed  by  their  troops  and  navy 
acling  againft  the  States  ;  they  fay,  "That  fince  their incorri 
gible  difpofltions  cannot  be  touched  by  kindnefs  and  com 
•  paffion,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  Congrefs,  by  other  means,  to 
vindicate  the  rights  of  humanity,"  and  conclude  with  the  fol- 
lowing words :  "  That  if  our  enemies  prefume  to  execute 
their  threes,  and  perfifl  in  their  prefent  mode  of  barbarity 
we  will  take  fueri  £xemo!ary  vengeance  as  fhall  deter  others 
from  a  like  conducL"  TncV  appeal  to  that  God  who  fearch- 
eth  the  hearts  of  all  men  for  the*  rettulide  of  their  intentions, 
and  in  his  holy  prefence  declare,  "  That  as  tney  are  not  mov- 
ed by  any  light,  or  hafty  fuggeftions  of  anger,  or  revenge  ;  fo 
through  every  poffible  change  of  fortune  they  fhall  adhere  to 
this  their  determination." 

The  Somerfet  man  of  war  of  fixty-fourguns  foundered  in 
Bofton  bay. 
Nov.  ,5.  Count  D'Eftaing,  with  the  French  fleet,  failed  from  Bof- 
ton.  Their  particular  deflination  unknown  at  this  time,  to 
any  but  the  Admiral,  whofe  characleriftick  was  to  conduct  his 
affairs  with  great  fecrecy.  Admiral  Byron  with  a  fquad- 
ron  of  Brkifh  fhips  came  on  the  New  England  coait  to  in- 
tercept him,  but  miffed  his  aim.  The  fame  day  the  Count 
Boflon,CommodoreHotham  happened  to  fail  from  Sandy  hook 
with  fome  men  of  war  and  tranfports,  having  on  board  Gen- 
eral Grant,  with  five  thoufand  troops  f6r  the  Weft- Indies. 

Nov.  14.  Lord  Carlifleand  William  Eden,  Efcjr.  two  of  the  Brilifih 
Commiffioners,  embarked  at  New-York  for  England — ac- 
companied by  General  Earl  Cornwallis. 

Dec.  3.  Lieutenant   Colonel  Archibald  Campbell,   who   embarked 

at  New-York  the  27th  of  the  lail  month,  on  an  expedition 
to  Georgia,  arrived  there  the  thhd  day  of  December.     The 
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Britifh  had  for  a  confiderable  time,  previous  to  this  under- 
taking, employed  agents  in  the  remote  and  interior  parts  of 
i  that  country  to  tamper  with  the  inhabitants,  enlifiing  them 
into  the  Britim  fervice,  and  fwearing  them  to  fecrecy. 

A  confideration  of  this  circumftance,  the  previous  enlift- 
ment  of  the  inhabitants,  together  with  that  other,  the  num- 
ber of  Scots  inhabiting  the  fouthern  States  will  check  our 
furprize  at  Colonel  Campbell's  fuccefs  fo  foon  alter  his  ar- 
rival. 

Commodore  Hyde  Parker  anchored  in  Savannah  river,  the 
day  after  Colonel  Campbell  had  arrived.  The  Roya  lifts 
made  an  iucurfiori  with  about  3000  troops,  affifted  by  the 
A  loyal  inhabitants.  (The  Cherokee  Indians  were  invited  int# 
n<  their  fervice,  but  they  declined  going  to  war  at  this  time.) 
D!  Geneial  Prevoft,  with  a  i'oice  from  St.  At  gufline,  took 
f,|pofleffion  of  Sunbury,  while  Colonel  Campbell  got  poffef- 
v|on  of  the  town  of  Savannah.  He  alfo  gained  an  advantage 
over  a  body  of  Carolina  forces  under  General  Howe  of  that 
State,  who  were  polled  at  fome  diftance  from  the  town  to 
oppofe  their  progrefs;  but  unluckily  for  the  Carolinians,  tiie 
memy  marched  fecretly  through  a  fwamp  or  mora-fs,  by  a 
path  made  known  to  them  by  a  negro,  "  The  happy  face 
of  the  ground  (fays  Colonel  Campbell's  account)  favoured 
the  concealment  of  this  manoeuvre,  and  gave  opportunity 
of  getting  in  the  rear  of  General  Howe's  troops,  and  the 
[Britiih  iine  advancing  forward,  made  a  fudden  attack,  and 
fucceeded."  Colonel  Campbell  gives  a  very  fplendid  ac- 
count of  his  fuccefs.  He  fays  "That  thirty-eight  officers 
cf  different  ranks,  fell  into  his  hands ;  four  hundred  and  fifty 
rion-coromiilion  officers  and  privates,  one  (land  of  colours, 
forty-eight  pieces  of  cannon,  twenty-three  mortars,  ninety- 
four  bane's  of  powder,  the  fort  with  all  its  (lores,  and  the' 
capital  ol  Georgia,  the  (hipping  in  the  harbour,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  provifions ;"  and  all  this  was  done  (according  to 
the  Colonel's  account)  without  any  other  lofs  on  the  fide  of 
the  Royalifts,  than  that  of  a  Captain,  and  two  privates  killed, 
and  eleven  wounded.  On  the  fide  of  the  conquered  eighty- 
were  found"  dead  and  eleven  wounded.  [This  is  contrary  to 
what  generally  happens ;  the  greateft  number  being  ufually 
of  the  wounded  ;  but  the  above  is  the  conqueror's  account.] 

After  this  fuccefs  th.:  enemy  marched  to  Cherokee-hili, 
and  took  pofTeffion  ol  the  town  of  Ebcnezer,  about  thirty 
miles  from  Savannah,  and  then  advanced  fifty  miles  above 
it.  Thefe  fuccefles  were  indeed  flattering,  and  the  fortunate 
i  jcomrnander  anticipated  the  conqiud  ol  that  whole  country 
in  one  campaign  ;  but  their  progrefs  and  profpecls  were  foorj 
after  checked. 
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The  Royalijls  flruck  a  fevere  blow  in  the  northern  quar- 
ter. A  body  confiding  of  about  feven  hundred  Indians, 
tories  and  foldiers  went  to  Cherry -valley,  a  fettlement  about 
fixty  miles  above  Albany,  which  they  deftroyed,  maflacred 
feveral  of  the  inhabitants,  men,  women  and  children,  with 
Col.Alden  of  Duxbury,  Maffachufetts  State  (who  command- 
ed  a  party  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  continental  troops 
ilationed'there)  and  made  prifoners  of  the  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel and  many  of  the  inhabitants.  The  account  ot  this  trag- 
ical affair  fays,  "  That  one  hundred  and  eighty  ot  the  furviv- 
ing  inhabitants  had  neither  houfe,  nor  provisions,  and  were 
alrnoft  naked,  and  destitute  of  money  to  provide  themfelves 
with  neceifaries."  The  reporter  fays  timber,  "  That  three- 
men  were  killed,  all  the  reft  were  helplefs  women  and  chil- 
dren." 

This  month,  the  laft  manifejlo  published  in  America  by 
the  Britifh  Commifiloners,  became  a  fubjeft  of  animadver- 
fion  in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament.  The  Marquis  of  Rock- 
ingham called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  to  it,  and 
holding  it  in  his  hand,  faid,  "  It  was  a  proclamation  contrary 
to  humanity,  to  chriftianity,  and  to  every  idea  of  virtuous 
policy."  An  object. ion  being  made  to  introducing  papers 
into  the  I-Ioufe  without  firft  addreflinghis  Majetty  tor  leave 
— andthe  Marquis  having  made -a  motion  for  fuch  an  addreis, 
The  Bifhop  of  Peterborough .' arofe  and"  faid,  "  That  in  the 
account  oi  the  extraordinanes  of  the  army  tor  the  laft  year, 
charges  Were  made  for  the  tomahawk  and  fcalping- knife,  that 
is  tor  the  Indians  in  our  fervice  exercifmg  their  horrid  butch- 
eries, and  he  fuppofed  from  the  proclamation,  fuch  expenfe 
would  be  continued.  It  is  our  duty  to  acl  as  chriiiians,  to  lot- 
ten  the  horrors  of  war,"  &c.  Lord  Camden  faid,  "  The 
declaration  in  the  proclamation  held  forth  -dwar  of  revenge, 
fuch  as  Moloch  in  Pandemonium  of  hell,  advifed,  that  the 
proclamation  ought  to  be  damned,  for  it  would  fix  an  invet- 
erate hatred  in  the  Americans,  againft  the  very  name  of  Eng- 
liiliman,  which  would  be  left  as  a  legacy  from  father  to  fon,  to 
the  lateft  pofterity  ;"  he  added,  "  That  the  Lords  Ihould  con- 
sider, ihat  they  weie  chiiflians,  and  that  their  enemies  were 
ihe  fame." 

In  the  Houfe  of  Commons  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Cooke,  H  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majef- 
ty,  to  exprefs  their  diffatisfa^tion  wi*h  thofe  pafTages  in  the 
manifeilo  which  indicates  "That  hitherto  coniidering  that 
America  would  again  return  to  her  allegiance,  and  be  a  fource 
of  advantage  to  Great  Britain,  they  had  refrained  from  the 
extremes  of  war,  and  the  defolation  of  the  country,  but  that 
the  war  would  aflume  a  different  fhape  if  America  joined 
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herfelf  with  France,  that  (lie  might  be  rendered  of  little1  fcr- 
vice  to  that  power,"  and  pray  his  Majefty  to  difavow  all 
knowledge  of  that  pafi'age."  Mr.  Burke,  gave  his  fenfe  of 
"  The  extremes  of  war,"  they  meant  he  faid  the  killing  man, 
woman,  and  child,  burning  their  houfes,  ravaging  their  iands, 
annihilating*  humanity  from  off  the  face  of  the  earth,  or  ren- 
dering it  fo  wretched  that  death  would  be  preferable/'  He 
iked,  againft  whom  is  the  dreadful  menace  pronounced  ? 
Not  againft  the  virulent,  and  the  guilty  ;  but  againft  thofe 
who,  confeious  of  rectitude,  acted  to  the  beft  of  their  ability 
in  a  good  caufe,  and  flood  up  to  fight  lor  freedom,  and  their 
country."  Lord  George  Germain  {poke  on  the  other  fide  in 
the  debate,  and  attempted  to  /often,  and  explain  away  the  rig-  a 
our  of  the  expreflions,  by  laying,  "That  the  calamities 
threatened,  would  be  confined  within  the  bounds  of  neceffity." 
He  would  not  agree  that  any  cenfure  mould  be  thrown  on 
the  Corn  rnifiioners.  The  majority  prevailed,  and  Mr.  Cooke's 
Imotion  did  not  obtain,  Many  ot  the  patriotic  Lords  and 
jgentlemen  reprobated  ir,  but  the  greater  part  excufed  and 
palliated  it. 

On  the  Houfe  of  Lords  refilling  the  motion,  "  To  exprefs 
their  difpleafure  at  the  manifefto,"  thirty-one  of  thern  enter- 
ed their  proteft.  "  We  choofe  (fay  thefe  noble  proteftors) 
to  draw  ourfelves  out  and  to  diflinguifh  ourfelves  to  pofteri- 
ty,  as  not  being  the  -fii-ft  to  renew,  to  appove,  or  to  tolerate, 
the  return  of  that  ferocity  which  a  beneficial  religion,  en- 
lightened manners,  and  hue  military  honour  had  iof  a  Lime 
banifhed  the  chrifUaa  world.* 

*  Amongjl  thefe  nobles  are  the  names  of  Rockingham,  Peter- 
borough, St.  Afapk;  Graf  ton , Richmond,  Abingdon,  Manchef. 
ter,  Portland,  Effingham,  Coventry,  Camden,  &c.  &c. 

"Ten  of  the  nob  J <l  Lords  who  protefled,  their  fortunes  all 
together,  make  up  above  /Voo,'ooo  flerling  per  year.  Yet 
theft  are  the  men,  ivhofe  fennments  mufl  avail  nothing  at  fo 
critical  and  import  ant  a  period. 

'  Three  of  the  right  Reverend,  the  bench  of  Bifliops,  Drs. 
Ynrke,  Hurd,and  (\ 'the  Bifhop  of  London  J  Dr.  Lowthjhhck 
wit'-  the  frequent  a  b peals  'made  by  the  minority  Lords  to  their 
feelings  and  chriflai  ?aty\  went  out  of  the  houfe  before  the  divif- 
ion  (on  the  motion)/;  ot  being  able  to  reconcile  a  manfejlo  to  their 
con  fences,  which  fo  difwnoured  the  holy  religion  which  they 
proffs.  The  Bijhi  f  of  St.  A/aph  [Shipley]  and  Peterbor- 
ffugk  [Huuhci/Jfj  \t/ie  true  deciples  of  their  mild  a. id  merciful 
majUr,  headed  the  ,  hinvrity  divifion,  but  the  good  Archbijhop 
off  or k,  Dr.  Ma  \;i  ham  flayed  behind  in  order  to  afjijt  in 
living  the  America  L  another  floggino-." 

Set  Par  kefs  GcWrdl  Adverhjer.  of  Saturday,  December 
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1778/        General  Wafhington  cantoned  his  troops  in  the  Jerfics, 
v— ^— '     Pecks-Kill,  and  Connecticut,  during  the  winter  of  1778. 

The  prevalence  of  monopoly ',  and  extortion, \\2l&  called  the 
attention  ot  Congrefs  to  devife  means  that  had  the  moft  prob- 
able tendency  to  fupprefs  thofe  growing  evils,  and  being  of 
opinion  that  regulating  laws  were  absolutely  necejfary,  they 
divided  the  thirteen  United  States  into  two  diltricts,  and 
recommended  to  their  refpe&ive  legiflatures  to  appoint  a  con- 
vention to  eflablifh  a  regulation  of  prices. 

The  eaftern  diftricl,  New  England,  complied  with  the  re- 
commendation, A  convention  met  at  Newhaven  (Conned.) 
and  formed  a  plan  of  regulation  ;  laid  it  before  the  legiflatures 
of  their  refpeclive  States  ;  and  it  being  approved  by  them, 
was  put  into  practice  by  almoft  all  the  States,  excepting  the 
Majfachufetts.  A  writer  fays*  "  The  Recufants  of  that  State 
prevented  its  univerfal  execution." 

The  Maflachufetts'  reafons  for  fo  doing  they  fubrnitted  to 
the  determination  of  Congrefs, who  had  it  in  their  power  (fays 
this  writer)  to  refute  or  overrule  them.  Congrefs  however  did 
neither ;  but  on  the  contrary,  on  the  4th  of  June,  1778,  pair- 
ed the  following  extraordinary  refolve,  viz.  "  Whereas  by 
a  change  of  circumflances  in  the  commerce  of  the  States,  the 
regulation  of  prices  lately  recommended  by  Congrefs  may 
be  unneceffary,  and  the  meafure  not  being  yet  adopted  by  all 
the  States,  therefore  refolved,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the 
legiflatures  of  the  feveral  States  that  have  adopted  it,  to  fuf- 
pend  or  repeal  their  laws  made  for  this  purpofe." 

By  this  extraordinary  refulve,  the  advantages  expected 
from  laws  made  in  conformity  to  their  recommendation,  fix 
months  before,  were  entirely  fruftrated, and  the  evils  they  were 
intended  to  lemove,  rapidly  increafed. 
Laws  were  deligned  to  curb  and  reftrain  the  paflions  of  men, 
'  and  keep  them  within  the  bounds  of  moderation,  and  as  the 
avarice  of  the  people  have  almoft  univerfally  overleaped 
thofe  bounds,  the  utility  of  the  above  regulation  is  apparent ; 
it  had  a  view  of  keeping  the  prices  of  necelfaries  within  rea- 
fonable  bounds,  and  the  currency  from  coming  to  nothing; 
which  it  probably  would  have  effe&ed,  had  the  authority  of 
Congrefs  been  exercifed  to  put  it  in  execution.  The  Maffa- 
chufetts muft  have  fubrnitted,  and  the  regulation  become  uni- 
verfal, whereby  the  indigent  would  have  been  relieved  and  the 
crying  neceflTities  of  the  armies  been  prevented.  Upon  a  fup- 
pofed  change  in  the  flate  of  our  commerce,  <>r  (in  other  words) 
that  regulation  which  was  well  and  wholefome  lor  the  caufes 
aligned  at  the  time  it  was  recommended,  w  as,  it  feems,.grown 

*  The  Real  Farmer,  No,  4 — in  New-York  Journal. 
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unnecefTary  by  a  change  of  the  ftate  of  our  commerce  con-      177%- 
fitting  in  an  increafe  of  thofe  caufes.     Were  the  raoft  deteft-     v    y  '* 
able  private  vices  become  public  virtues  ?  Were  the  com- 
mercial practices  originally  infamous,   fo  transformed  in  fix 
months  by  a  change  in  the  ftate  of  our  commerce  as  to  be- 
come laudable  ?  If  fo  let  this  change  be  pointed  out ;  or  rath- 
Ier,  was  not  the  only  change,  an  increafe  of  thofe  evils  which    ' 
Congrefs  intended  to  pJuck  up  by  the  roots  ?  If  there  was  a 
right  originally  to  apply  regulating  laws    as  remedy  for  the 
mifchiefs,  the  neceffity  of  that  remedy  has  daily  increafed 
with  the  mifchief. 

Notwithstanding  the  opinion  of  the  writer  expreffed  above, 
yet  we  cannot  doubt  but  that  Congrefs  acled  with  a  fincere 
defire  for  the  general  happinefs,  when  they  recommended 
a  fufpenfion  or  repeal  of  the  regulating  laws — people  were 
divided  in  their  fentiments  refpecling  legijlative  regulations 
of  trade,  fome  contending  that  trade  will  regulate  itfelf ; 
whilfl  others  tired  with  waiting  for  fuch  a  natural  regulation,* 
and  feeing  no  bounds  to  the  avarice  and  extortion  that  prevai- 
ed,  called  for  the  interference  of  legiflative  power. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Committee  of  Congrefsy^r  joreign 
iffairs*  under  the  fignature  of  "  Common  fenfe  :"  In  his 
!tric~tures  upon  Mr.  Deane's  conducl,  as  an  American  Com- 
Tiiffioner  in  France,  holds  up  the  idea,  that  a  fupply  of  arms 
ind  ammunition  (hipped  at  France  about  two  years  ago  was 
1  prefent  to  the  United  States,  notwithstanding,  which  a 
arge  fum  was  afterwads  demanded  for  them  of  Congrefs. 

The  French  Ambajfador,  refident  at  Philadelphia,  viewed 
his  as  a  refleclion  derogatory  to  the  honour  of  his  nation,  and 
refented  a  memorial  to  Congrefs,  which  produced  a  refolve, 
/herein  they  fay,  "  They  were  convinced  by  indifputable 
vidence  that  the  faid  fupplies  were  not  a  prefent,  nor  did  his 
noil  Chriilian  Majefty  preface  his  alliance,  with  any  fup- 
lies  whatever  fent  over  to  America. " 

In  a  printed  letter  of  13th  February.  The  Secretary  ex- 
lains  his  meaning :  That  the  prefent  was  not  from  the  Crown, 
ut  irom  fome  public  fpirited  gentlemen  in  France,  who  in, 
le  fpring  made  a  fubfeription  to  fend  a  prefent  to  America, 
money,  arms,  and  ammunition  ;  foon  after  this  offer,  Mr, 
)eane  arrived  at  Paris  as  commercial  agent  for  America, 
pon  which  the  whole  affair  took  a  new  turn,  and  he  entered 
no  a  commercial  concern  with  Mr.  Beaumarchais  for  the 
ime  quantity  which  had  been  offered  as  a  prefent.  In  1777, 
lr.  Francy  arrived  m  America  to  demand  and  fettle  the 
lode  of  payment  for  thofe  fupplies  ;  the  letter  fays,    4i  Mr. 

*  Mr.  T.  Paine. 
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I779.     Dearie  had  negociated  a  proffered  prefent  into  a  purehafe 
*— ■ V— « I        The  Ambaffador  prefented  alfo  another  memorial  to  Con- 
grefs  grounded  on  a  report,  "  That  the  United  States  had 
preferved  the  liberty  of  treating  with  Great  Britain  feparxtie- 
ly  from  their  ally." 

To  fatisfy  the  Miniffer  on  this  point,  Congrefs  patted  th 
following  refolve,  viz. 

"  That  as  neither  France,  nor  thefe  United  States  may  o 
right,  fo  thefe  United  States  will  not  conclude  either  truce 
or  peace  with  the  common  enemy   without  the  formal  con 
fent  of  their  ally,  firft  obtained,   and  that  any  matter  andji 
things  which  may  be  infinuated  or  afferted  to  the   contrary 
thereof  tends  to  the  injury  and  dishonour  of  faid  States." 

The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  at  his  requeft,  had  a  fui  lough, 
to  pay  a  vifit  to  France.  This  young  French  nobleman) 
General  Washington  characterizes,  "As  uniting  to  all'thd 
military  fire  of  youth,  an  uncommon  maturity  of  judgment 
In  teflimony  of  the  fenfe  Congrefs  had  of  his,  fervices  they 
directed  their  minifler  in  France  to  prefent  him  with  an  L 
elegant  fword.  L 

Feb.  The  Britifli  cruifers  having  captured  fome  Dutch  (hips L 

bound  to  France,  Count  Wildren,  their  Ambaffador  in  Lon-L 
don,  prefented  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  Lord  Suffolk,  a  me-L 
morial  refpecling  their  reftitution.     An  offer  was  made  bjju,( 
the  BritUh  government  to  purehafe  the  naval  {lores,  an 
pay  the   freight;  but  their  High  MightineflTes  refufed,  an 
infrfted  upon  the  (hips  and  cargoes  being  reflored.      Theft 
proceedings  occafioned  diffenfions  in  the  republic  of  Holland 
The    partizans   in  favour  of  the  views  of  Britain  refpetlinj 
America,  embarraffed  the  meafures  taken  by  the  States  Gen. 
eral   for  fup porting  their  neutral  rights  and   protecting    th< 
free  trade  of  Holland,  AmflerdanvZele,  and  Zepland,  wer< 
warm  for  infilling  upon    this  right,  and  co-operating  wit} L,, 
France,  in  preventing  a  monopoly  of  the  iVmerican  trade  eve |L 
returning  into  the  hands  of  Britain. 

The  demand  of  the  Court  of'London,  for  twelve  (hips  d 
the  line,  and  the  land  forces,  which  by  treaty,  Holland  wen 
10  furnifh  them   with,  in  cafe  France  declared  war  again! 
England  ;  was  the  occafion  of  much  altercation.     The  mei< 
chants  and  inhabitants  oppofed  a  compliance  with  this  dei 
mand,  complaining   that    the   mod  unjuit  depredations  ha iGu 
been  made  upon  their  trade,  under  pretence  of  flopping  fup  ((j  v, 
plies  going  to   France  and  America.      That  great  part  c^0 
iheir  Norway  trade  had- been  taken,  and  no  fatisfaclion  giveil 
on  that  head.     The  merchants   of  Amfterdam    led  in   the(j   »j 
remonftrances,  and  reprefented  to  the  States  General  "ThsL^ 
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their  fleet  and  army  fhould  not  be  employed  for  the  fupport  of  tyyg, 
a  power  that  would  ruin  their  commerce,  and  would  monopo-  v— y— ■ * 
lize  the  trade  of  the  whole  world." 

In  this  fituation  were  matters  between  England  and  Hol- 
land at  the  beginning  of  this  year* 

Colonel  Henry  Hamilton,  who  had  afted  as  Lieutenant-  Feb,  24* 
Governour  at  Detroit^  under  Sir  Guy  Carlton,  and  who  had 
employed  his  emiifaries  to  harrafs  the  frontiers  of  Virginia 
and  Philadelphia,  was  taken,  with  his  piincipal  alTociates  at 
Fort  Sackville,  behaving  fui rendered  thefortrefs  to  Colonel 
Clarke,  this  day.  They  were  conducted  to  Virginia — the 
Council  of  that  State  taking  into  confideration  the  excefliye 
cruelties  they  had" committed  on  the  fubjecls  of  the  United 
States,  rejolved  "  To  addrefs  the  Governour,  that  Hamilton, 
Dejean,  and  Latouche,  be  put  in  irons,  confined  in  the  dun- 
geon of  the  publick  gaol,  debarred  the  ufe  of  pen,  ink,  and 
paper,  and  excluded  all  converfe,  except  with  their  keepers." 
And  the  Governour  ordered  accordingly.  This  is  the  fit  It  in- 
stance of  retaliation  on  the  part  of  the  States,  and  though 
fevere,  their  conduct  will  juflify  to  the  world,  the  neceflity 
and  wifdom  of  the  punifhment.  The  Council  of  Virginia, 
p ublifhed  an  account  of  the  proceedings  relative  to  an  enqui- 
ry into  the  pri  Toners'  conduct,  which  recites  fome  of  the  e- 
normities  committed  by  them,  and  under  their  orders,*"  and 
mark  them,  as  devoid  of  all  humanity  towards  thofe  unfortu-  ( 

Rate  perfons  who  fell  into  their  hands. 

The  Royal  army  was  in  motion,  and  a  detachment  ot 
troops  from  King's-bridge  were  ordered  to  Horfe-neck  with 
defign  to  iurprife  the  Continentals  there,  and  deftroy  the 
fait  works.  Major-General  Putnam  who  commanded  a  fmall 
divifion  of  Continentals  in  Connecticut,  writes  thus  to  the 
commander  in  chief  ;  *'  The  enemy  were  difcovered  at 
New-Rochelle  on  their  advance  by  a  fmall  fcout,  whom  they 
attacked,  and  obliged  to  retire  over  By  ram-bridge,  which 
they  took  up,  and  fecured  their  retreat."  He  formed  his  fmall 
body  of  troops  near  the  meeting-houfe,  ready  to  receive,  and 
check  the  enemy,  and  ordered  parties  on  both  flunks  to  pre- 
vent the  enemy's  defign  of  turning  their  flanks,  and  poffeff- 
ingthemfelves  o!:  a  defile  in  his  rear,  which  if  they  had  gain- 
ed would  effectually  cut  off  their  retreat.  A  column  of  the 
I  enemy  advanced  up  the  main  road,  where  the  remainder  of 
General  Putnam's  troops,  amounting  onlyUo  fixty,  were  poll- 
ed, who  difcharged  fome  old  field  pieces,  and  gave  a  fmall 
lire  of  mufquetry.     The  fuperiority  of  the  enemv  focn  o- 

*  See  Mr.  John  Dodge's  printed  narrative  of  his  faffer* 
\  ings,  while  their  prifoner. 
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bilged  this  fma'!  party  to  abandon  the  place.  The  General 
then  directed  them  to  form  on  a  hill,  a  little  diftance  from 
Horfe-neck.  while  he  proceeded  to  Stamford,  and  collected 
a  body  of  militia,  and  a  few  Continental  troops,  with  which 
he  returned,  and  found  the  enemy  were  going  off,  after  plun- 
dering the  inhabitants  of  the  principal  part  of  their  effects, 
deilioving  a  few  fart  works,  a  fma!!  veifel  and  (lore.  The 
few  troops  from  Stamford  purfued  them,  and  picked  up 
of  the  flragglers,  thirty-eight  ;  alio,  two  waggons  laden 
wi;h  ammunition  and  plunder,  they  had  taken  at  Horfe-neck, 
which  was  returned  to  their  owners. 

About  the  fame  time   another    detachment  con  filling  of 
about  a  thoufand  of  the  thirty-third  and    forty-fecond,   and 
light  infantry  bl'the  Britifh  guards,  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel  Sterling,  embarked  at  Long-Iiland,  for  the 
Jerfierj  they  were  conducted  through  a  difficult  march  to 
Wood rotFs  farm;  their  defign  was  tofurprife  Elizabeth>ownr 
and    General  Maxwell's  troops  quartered  there;    but   the 
guards  at  Crawe's-ferry  difcovered  them,  and  gave  the  alarm, 
The    Continental   troops   were  immediately    collected  and 
marched  io  the  rear  of  the  town,  where  the  whig  inhabitants 
had  retired.     A  detachment  of  the  enemy  were Tent  to   the 
Governour's  [Livingfton]  houfe,  but  being  from  home  he 
efcaped  them,  while  the  main  body  advanced  to  the  fkirts  of 
the  town,  till  they  fell  into  the  Brunfwick  road,  on  the  right. 
They  being  foon  difcovered  and  difappointed  in  their  plan, 
their  ftav  in  the  town  was  fhort,  but  mifchievous  ;   they  fee 
fire  to  all  the  barracks,    a  fchool-houte,  in  which  were  fome 
provi'ions,  and  a  blackfmith's  fhop,  &c.     When  they  began 
their  retreat  to  their  boats,  General  Maxwell  marched  fu-ch 
of  his  troops  as  he  had  in  referve,  againit    their  rear;   the 
number  of  thefe,  however,  were  fmall,  feveral  parties  having 
bt«n  detached  at  different  times  to  hang  upon  them.     The 
enemy  perceiving  their  rear  in  danger,  faced  about,,  and  pa- 
raded as  If  for  aclion.     A  few  well  dire6ted  Ihot  from  the 
Continental  artillery,  induced   them  to  renew  their  retreat,, 
which  being  too  dangerous  at  the  ferry,  they  moved  above  a 
fnile  up  Newark-bay,  vhile  the  troops  marched   along  the 
meadow  Y  edge,  in  many  places  up  to  their   middle  in  mud 
and  water.     A  galley,  and  two  or  three  gun-boats  coveted 
ehtir  retreat.     The  lofs  on  the  Continental  fade  did  not  ex-  |  c: 
eeed  twenty,  killed,  wounded,  and  miffing.  Another  account 
fays,  "  That  Maxwell's  troops  retook  the  cattle,  the  Royal- 
ifts   had  taken,  and  drove  them  to  their  boats ;   that  they  lefts 
behind  a  conliderable  number  of  their  dead,  and  embarked 
with  great  precipitation* 
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Afummary  of  the   military   operations  in  Georgia,  &c,       i7/9» 
from  the  fourth  of  January  lall  to  this  date.  v — y^-— ' 

The  Hritilh  commanders,  Campbell  and  Parker,  ifTued  a  Jsiarch  31. 
proclamation,  informing  the  loyaiiits  ';  That  they  were  arriv- 
ed in  thofe  States  for  their  relief  and  prote££ion,  and  invited 
ihem  to  the  royal  ftandard,  to  unite  their  force,  with  prom- 
ifes  of  protection  from  oppreflion  and  flavery,  and  ample 
fatisraftion  for  the  injuries  they  had  received  from  the  rt- 
hellious  Ameucans.  The  fame  promifes  were  made  to  all 
other  well  difpofed  inhabitants,  who,  from  a  j u ft  regard  10 
the  blemY.gs  of  peace,  reprobate  the  idea  of  fupporting  a 
French  league  infidioufly  framed,  &c."  EncxSHfjHg'd  by  this 
proclamation,  a  number  of  torus  aimed  themfeives  if)  South- 
Carolina, -and  fet  of!  for  Georgia  to  comply  with  the  terms 
of  the_proclamation,  arid  join  the  royal  army,  but  were  inter- 
cepted by  a  party  ordered  by  Genera!  Lincoln  of  the  Con- 
tinental army  (now  commanding  in  this  quarter]  who  fell 
in  with  and  killed  a  confideiable  number  in  their  conflitl 
with  them. 

The  progrefs  of  the  Royalifts  in  Georgia  was  at  firft  very 
rapid,  but  it  was  fucceeded  with  a  reverie  of  fortune,  In 
feveral  fkirmifhes  they  loft;  their  ground,  were  obliged  to 
retreat  haftily,  and  with  great  lofs.  At  Port-royal  iffand, 
Colonel  Skirving's  regiment  beat  the  Britilh  light  infantry. 
Their  commander,  Major  Gardiner,  and  fome  of  his  principal 
officers,  wcf^  badly  wounded  ;  they  retired,  leaving  fome 
officers  and  privates  dead  on  the  field.  At  or  near  Beaufort 
Geneial  Moultrie  defeated  a  detatchment.  They  were 
driven  back  to  Savannah  fo  hailily  as  to  leave  a  comnuliion- 
ed  officer,  one  fergeant,  and  three  privates  wounded  ma 
houle  near  the  a&ion,  and  their  dead  lying  on  the  field: 
This  body  of  the  enemy  was  compofed  of  picked  light  in- 
fantry. 

On  the  14th  of  February,  Goh  Pickens  defeated  at  Geor- 
gia a  large  body  of  the  diiaffecled,  trorn  fix  to  eight  hundred, 
killed  their  two  principal  leaders,  above  twenty  privates, 
wounded  many,  and  took  fome  prifoners  :  Nor  did  Colonel 
Campbell  fare  much  better  in  his  progrefs  from  Savannah  to 
Augufta.  Gen.  Wiiliamfon  having  on  the  16th  of  February, 
deflroyed  the  boats  he  had  conilrufled  to  crofs  the  river, 
forced  him  to  retreat  (o  precipitately  as  to  leave  his  wound- 
ed behind.  The  Highlanders  and  Brown's  Rangers  retreat- 
ed down  the  country,  leaving  all  the  back  countries  of 
Georgia,  and  a  tory  regiment  laid  to  have  been  three 
years  entitling.  Some  of  the  Creek  Indians  having  been 
induced  by  a  Britifii  deputy  to  aftift  the  Royalifts  in 
Georgia,    a  large  body  of  them,    w;ih  about  forty   Che- 
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rokees,  fet  off  to  join  them.  General  Williamfop  «>t  the 
Carolina  militia  having  got  intelligence  of  it.  detached  a 
party  under  Colonels  Hammond  ana  Picket imo  tne  Indian  (d 
country,  to  prevent  the  fatal  junction  of  Batons  and  Savages,  pj 
But  the  enemy  being  apprized  of  theirapproach  on  the  sift-  pe 
of  Match, they  abandoned  and  burnt  ^heir  fort;  however,  fomc  k 
of  them  were  overtaken  and  made-  prifoners ;  eight  of  them 
were  killed  among  whom  were  two  Chiefs  of  the  Creaks. 
Another  detachment  being  tent  by  General  Williarafon  to  fo 
crofs  Savannah  river  to  facilitate  the  operations  el  Colonel  fi< 
Hammond;  upon  difcovery,  the  Britifh  commander  fen'i  | 
orders  to  the  Carolina  loyalifls  to  attack  them,  with  the  af- 
fiftance  of  the  Georgia  militia.  In  confequence  of  whick 
an  engagement  enfued  which  lalted  wo  hours,  when  the  en- 
emy gave  way,  leaving  their  cona/nander,  and  feveral  others  m 
dead  on  the  field.  Colonel  $harp,  of  the  Georgia  militia,  it 
was  mortally  wounded. 
April 7,  An  expedition  was  undertaken  again  ft  Cat  Onondaga  tribe 
of  Indians,  who  were  fettled  weft  of  Albany,  on  Onondago 
river,  about  twenty-Eve  miles  from  the  Oneida.  They  having 
atled  treacherocily  ;  fwme  under  the-  rnaik  of  friendihip 
treating  with  Qontinental  deputies  ;  while  others  oi  them 
were  aiding  the  Royalifts. 

The  direction  of  this  enterprife  was  given  to  Brigadier- 
General  James  Clinton,  who  committed  tire  execution  oi 
it,  to  Cvlonzl  Van  Skaick,  Commander  of  the  fir  it  oattalion 
of  N.<?w-York  Continental  troops.  He  had  the  alii  (lance  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Willet  and  Major  Cockran  of  the  third 
Aew-York  battalion  ;  the  detachment  under  them  conhlled 
of  fix  companies  of  New-York,  one  of  Pennfy'vania,  one 
of  Mafldchufetts,  and  one  of  rifles ;  amounting  in  the  whole  ) 
to  five  hundred  and  four  rank  and  file,  who  rendezvoufed  at 
FortSchuyler, and  from  thence  began  their  march.  The  whole 
of  the  Indian  fettlcments  inthatquarter,confiflingofaboutfi[- 
ty  houfes,and  a  large  quantity  of  grain,  &c.  were  burnt;  their 
ilock  killed, aboutone hundred  mufquets  were  amongthe plun- 
der, and  the  deftruftion  of  their  fettlements  completed.  On  re- 
turn of  the  Continentals,  they  met  fome  little  interrup- 
tion from  a  fmall  party  of  Indians  who  fired  on  them,  but  was  1 
ioon  beat  back  by  Lieutenant  Evans'  riflemen.  They  re- 
turned to  Fort  Schuyler  in  five  days  and  an  half  from  their 
march  from  thence  ;  the  whole  diijance,  going  and  return- 
ing, was  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles. 
May.  The  State  of  Virginia  was  invaded  by  a  force  from  New- 

York,  under  Sir  George  Collier,  and  Major-General  Mat- 
thews. On  their  arrival  they  took  the  fort  at  Portfmouth, 
the  Caipmaader  of  which  thought  it  prudent  to  abandon  it, 
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■  ifter  fpiking  the  cannon.  The  Royalijls  burnt  feveral  houfes  1779. 
i  Lnd  dcftroyed  a  number  of  veffels.  Afterwards  they  march-  *  y  ^ 
I  ;d  and  took  the  town  of  Suffolk,  and  burnt  a  confiderable 
.  ban  of  it.  Two  letters*  from  th-jt  quarter  relating  this  ex- 
pedition of  the  Britifn,  exhibit  new  fcenes  of  cruelty  and 
i  Revaluation  ;  in  one  of  thefe  letters  dated  the  22d  of  this 
1  booth,  the  letter  writer  fays,  "  After  burning  Suffolk  and 
.  Ibme  whig  houfes  in  the  vicinity,  the  enemy  divided  their 
>  orce,  and  marched  part  for  South-quay,  and  part  for  Smith- 
i  ield,  a  little  town  higher  up  James  River.  I  wifli  not  (Lys 
I  jhe  letter  writer)  unjullly  to  brand  an  enemy  with  cruelty, 

•  nd   inhumanity,  but,   alas!  ftubborn  fafts  too  full v  juftify 

•  fie  charges.     A  gentleman  from  near  Suffolk,  affures  me, 

•  hey  diagged  a  gentleman  of  confequence,  both  in  publick 
n  jnd  private  life,  an  inhabitant  of  Nauiemond  county,  togeth- 
1,  r  with  his   daughters,    from  their   houfe,   carried   them  on 

oard  their  (hipping,  and  there,  while  the  wretched  father  was 
saded  with  chains,  the  {fill  more  wretched  daughters  (if  more 
wretched  it  were  poffible  to  be)  became  viclims  to  the  luffs 
f  thefe  monfters  of  hell.     Captain  Davis  was  (hot  down  as 

t  fat  in  the  room  with  his  family.     Mifs  D ,  a  young 

dy  of  great  merit,  who  was  carried  on  board  this  fleet,  has 
ot  been  heard  of  fince."  In  another  letter,  dated  Smith- 
Id,  13th  of  May,  Colonel  Law  fan  informs  the  Governour 
f  Virginia,  "  That  houfhold  furniture,  flock  of  all  kinds^ 
orfes,  and  in  Ihort,  aJrooft  every  fpecies  of  perifhable  prop- 
y,  are  effectually  destroyed,  with  unrelenting  fury  ;  murder, 
ape,  rapine  and  violence  tilled  up  the  dark  catalogue  of 
leir  deteilable  tranfactions."  They  furprifed  and  took  a 
nali  body  cf  Frenchmen,  whom  they  murdered  immediate- 
on  the  fpot. 

The.  Royalijls  were  now  fulfilling  the  threats  of  the  Com- 
ijjioners  in  their  Iaji  manifejto,  and  may  properly  be  called 
The  extremes  of  war." 

Congrefs  made  choice  of  MefTrs.  Dickinfon,  Lawrens  arid    May  28/ 
mith,  as  a  committee  to  confider  the  molt  eligible  mode  of 
'gociating  a  foreign  loan,   to  what  amount,  and  in    what 
tanner  it  might  be  advantageoufly  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the 
rnited  States. 

The  fevemy-fourth  regiment,  called  AihoVs  Highlanders, 
rived  at  New-York  this  month  to  reinforce  the  Royal  ar- 
iv  there. 
Towards  the  clpfe  of  the  month,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and       June, 

*  Thefe  letters  appeared  in  the  publick  papers  with  the 
al  names  of  their  writers. 
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1779,      Sir  George  Collier,  with  ail  the  ^ritifh  force,  naval  and  mi 
*— y— ^     itaty  (excepting  fix  companies  left  to  garriiW  New-Yorl 
moved  down  north  river.  '  Whether  the  objecls  ot  this  exped 
lion  were  to  reconnoitre  the  river,  and  attack  Weft-Point, 
to  eftablifh  a  poft  at  Stoney-Point  was  not   known  unlefs 
themfelves;   it  is  certain,  however,  that  notwithftanding  a 
their  parade,  they  accomplished   nothing  materia!  exceptir 
fome  labour  at  Stoney-Point  to  make  it  impregnable,  whit 
they  fuppo fed  they  had  done — burning  a    lew    houfes,   ar 
taking  the  iVnall   fort    La  Fayette,   conilructed  on    the    ez 
hue  oi  the  river,  which  contained  a  garrifon    of  fifty    me 
who    funendered  by    capitulation.     The   whole   armame 
then  returned  to  New- York  in  fafety. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell  and  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  ha 
fune  30,    -ng  retmne,]  ro  England  and  reported  the  wonders  they  h 
done  at  Georgia,    they   were    rewarded,   the   former  with 
i.     Colonel's  com  million,  and  the  latter  with  a  flag.     On  the 
departure    from    Georgia,    the    command    devolved     upo; 
General  Prtvqft  (late  of  St.Augmline)  who,  by  various  mov 
ments  approached  Charlejlon,  the  capital  of  South-Carolinj 
M<<jor   General    Lincoln    being   in    his  rear,  "and  Geneilei 
Moultrie  in  his  front'',  he  took  up  all  the   bridges   near  the! 
route  and  the  feveral  ftations  he  had  occupied  to  prevent  tlfag 
junciion  of  thofe  two  Generals,  but  they  had  made  difpok 
tions  to  counteract  General  Prevoii's  defigns.     He   had  iiiui 
head  quarters  near  Beaufort.  His  force  computed  to  bethr  ea 
ihoufand.      Count  Polafki,  oi   the  Continentals,  in  a  frmifi 
fkirmifh  with  them,  had'hishorfe  (hot  under  him.  iei 

Congrefs  pnbliiheu  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-Governonac 
JBee  to  Govcrnour  Hemy  of  Virginia,  dated  Char  lettered 
May  5,  which  relates  their  fituation  at  that  time,  "  That  t  \tK 
enemy  were  then  within  hxty-five  miles  of  the  capital,  a  dch 
purfuing  General  Moultrie,  who,  with  about  fifteen  hundr< jnfai 
were  retiring  before  them.  Governour  Rutledge  withLj, 
bout  three  huudre.d  and  fifty,  had  njarched  to  join  Gen  Lijtijjr 
coin."  The  next  account,  given  by  theCarolinians  was,  "  1 1  rye; 
thong!)  the  enemy  by  the  fuperiority  of  their  numbers  b|L 
obliged  them  to  quit  feveral  poffs,  and  retreat  within  fijUf 
jniles  of  the  capital  ;  yet  here  the  enemy  Hopped,  and  defiL,] 
ed  from  the  profecution  of  their  original  purpofe  ;  probatl^r 
owing  to  intelligence  that.  General  Lincoln  was  advanciL  a 
tad  upon  their  rear,  and  the  garrifon  at  Charleilon,  ftron^Le(j 
than  he  had  expected."  mrr 

General  Moultrie's  army  was  compofed  chiefly  of  mililL,, 
whole  families,  and  effects;  lay  in  the  way  of  the  enemy,  aj]'^ 
\i.<a  every   moment   di.i)  unfiling  ;  this   laid  him  under  tL^ 
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ecefluy  of  retreating,  and  he  arrived  at  the  town  the  begin-       1779. 
ing  of  May.     On  the   8th,   Count  Polafki  got  there  with    v— -v~ •* 
art  of  his  legion  ;  the  9th,  Colonel  Mackintosh  from  Bea- 
sifon- bridge,   and  a  detachment   from  Orangeburg  arrived, 
a  The  next  day  Colonel  Harris  (who  had  been  fern  by  Gen- 
io  ral  Lincoln  to  reinforce  Moultrie)  with  three  hundred  Con- 
ic mentals,  and  Colonel  Noel,  with  three  hundred  men  more, 
J  ot  into  the  town.     The  forces  collected  there,  were  deter- 
ej  ained  to  defend  it. 
:e     General  Prevofr,  with  his  troops,  encamped  on  the  fouth 

I  de  of  Afhly-rerry,  where  they   appeared  io  fuddenly   as  to 
revent  the  ferry-boats  being  defiroyed.     The   troops    fta- 

!j  oned  at  Charieilon,  both  regulars  end  militia,  were  under 
hi  rras  the  whole  night,  of  the  10th  of  May.  The  next  day, 
:h he  enemy  began  to  crofs  Afhly-ferry,  their  advanced  party 
*a  ompofed  of  light  infantry,  cavalry,  and  favages,-  took  poll 
pi  air  a  mile  from  the  ferry. 
m    Count  Polafki  after  reconnoitring  them,  left  a  detachment 

II  >  watch  their  motions,  and  repaired  to  Charieilon,  to  con- 
a  it  with  the  Council. 

U  During  this  interval,  the  enemy  had  completed  their  paf- 
:ti  >ge  or  the  river,  and  were  advancing  in  three  columns  to- 
;o  'ards  the  town.  Their  advanced  guards  confiited  of  two 
I  undred  horfe,  four  hundred  Highlanders  and  Indians ;  their 
1  ?ar  guard  of  cavalry.  At  the  diftance  of  five,  miles,  fome 
u  f  the  Count's  party  were  ordered  to  fire,  principally  with  a 

iew  of  announcing  the  enemy's  approach.  The  enemy 
-.0  jade  frequent  halts  to  explore  the  ground,  over  which  they 
I  ere  to  pafs.  The  Count  having  returned  to  his  corps,  or- 
.1  ered  his  infantry  to  form  an  ambufcade,  and  direcled  a  de- 
,i  chment  of  volunteer  horfe,  he  fell  in  with,  to  fecond  his 
a  ifantry;  he  advanced  and  made  his  difpofttions  for  in- 
:Ji  acing  the  enemy  to  detach  their , cavalry  from  the  head  of 
L  leir  column,  a  clofe  fire  began,  both  his  cavalry  and  infan- 
1  y  charged,  but  the  latter  were  exceedingly  embarralTed  in 
<!  teir  movements  by  the  volunteer  horfe,  owing  to  a  mifap- 
I  rehenfion  of  orders.  Notwithstanding  thefe  difficulties, 
A  id  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy,  the  ground  was  obflinate- 
*  I  difputed.  At  length  the  orders  for  retreat  became  necef- 
:  ry,  and  the  enemy  by  their  prudence  in  not  advancing,  ef- 
Uped  the  fire  of  the  Continental  artillery.      The  enemy's 

Is  was  forty- five  foldiers  and  officers.  The  Carolinians, 
I  irty. 

The  Count  two  days  after,  attacked  a  detachment  of  the 
1  lemv,  took  feveral  prifoners  and  obliged  the  remainder  to 

ve  themfelves  by  flight.     About  ten  at  night  an  alarm  was 

ven  by  one  of  :he  ceniinels,  which  occasioned  a  genera! 
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fire  of  cannon  and  mufquetry  from  the  lines,  and  the  armed 
veffels  Rationed  on  the  flanks,  in  which  Major  Hugar,  a 
valuable  officer,  and  three  privates  were  killed.  On  the 
morning  of  the  12th  of  May,  Major  Gardiner  of  the  60th, 
was  met  at  fome  diflance  from  the  lines,  bearing  a  flag 
from  General  Prevoft.  Several  others  pailed  and  sepafled, 
but  in  the  afternoon  they  were  difcontinued,  and  every 
preparation  made  fox  vigOuroufly  repelling  a  general  affault 
expected  at  night,  which,  however  was  not  attempted. 
Early  the  next  morning  Count  Polafki  went  out  with  a 
fmall  party  of  horfe  to  reconnoitre.  The  iurprife  can  fcaree- 
ly  be  conceived,  upon  his  fending  intelligence,  that  the 
enemy  had  decamped,  and  recroffed  Afhley  -ferry.  Eleven 
deferters  and  about  as  many  priloners  were  brought  into 
town  in  the  courfe  of  the  day  thereafons  befides  thofe  alrea- 
dy mentioned,  which  probably  induced  Prevoft  fo  fuddenly 
to  retire,  were  his  want  of  many  necefTaries  for  a  liege,  if  it 
mould  be  prolonged  ;  his  fuppiies  being  nearly  exhausted. 
They  encamped  in  different  places  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Afhley-ferry,  and  on  James  and  John  illands.  On  General 
Lincoln's  coming  to  Amley-ferry,  they  drew  in  force  to- 
wards Wappoo,  and  it  was  imagined  meant  to  hazard  an  ac- 
tion, but  fuddenly  decamped  and  went  over  to  John's-ifland. 
On  the  4th  of  this  month,  (June)  part  of  Prevoft's  army 
under  Liutenant-Colonel  Maitland.  were  intrenched  on  the 
main  at  Stono-ferry.  in  which  filiation  an  attack  was  made 
on  them  the  20th  of  June,  in  which  (it  is  laid)  their  corps  of 
Highlanders  fuffered  much,  but  they  having  received  a 
ftrong  reinforcement  from  John's  ifland,  the  Aflailants  de- 
filled  from  the  attack  ;  and  Prevoft's  troops,  after  having 
fhifted  from  place  to  place,  made  the  beft  or  their  way  back 
to  Savannah,  and  finifhed  an  unfuccefstul  campaign. 
June  £.  Sir  George  Collier  and  Governour.Tryon,  were  difpatch- 

ed  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  to  ravage  Conneclicut*  About 
two  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  this  day,  the  Camilla  and  Scor-J 
pion,  with  tenders,  row-galiies  and  tranfports,  to  the  num 
her  of  forty-eight,  anchored  off  Weft-haven,  having  on  board 
three  thoufand  land  forces,  part  of  which  landed  a  little  after 
funrife  at  Weji  haven  point.  The  alarm-guns  in  the  town; 
were  fired,  and  every  preparation  (which  the  confufion  and 
diftrefs  of  the  inhabitants  would  permit)  was  made  for  re* 
fifiance.  The  bridge  onMilford  road  yas  taken  up*  Some 
field  pieces  placed,  and  fervcd  to  fuch  advantage  as  prevented 
the  enemy  approaching  the  town  by  that  route.  They  ad- 
vanced directJy  through  Weftfield,  crofted  the  bridge  at 

*    See  account  pubHfiied  at  Hartford. 
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Derby  road,  and  entered  the  town  between  twelve  and  one      1779- 
o'clock ;  they  were  however  much  galled  and  harrafTed  in     v — y""^ 
their  way  by  the  oppofers,  who  drove  in  their  guards,  attack- 
ed the  main  body,  and  hung  upon  them.- 

While  General  Garth,  with  a  divifionof  the  troops,  were 
plundering  Newkaven,  CommodoreCollier  brought  his  fleet 
into  the  harbour,  and    landed  Governour  Tryon,  with  the, 
reft  of  the  troops,  at  Weft  haven,  and    then   began   a  heavy 
cannonade  on  the  fort  at  Black-rock,  which,  aker  fome  de- 
fence, was  evacuated.     On  Tuefday  afternoon,   the  militia 
collected  in  fuch  numbers,  arid  crowded  fo  clofe  upon  'try- 
on,  that  he  thought  beft  to  retreat  on  board  his  fleet,  and  fet 
fail  to  the  weftward,  their  lofs  was   unknown,  but  fuppofedl 
to  be  confiderable,  and  included  fome  officers ;  the  lofs  or  the 
militia  was   twenty-three  killed  and  fifteen   wounded,   the 
number  killed  exceeding  that  of  the  wounded.     The  account 
published,  mentions  their  outrages,  burning  ftores,  beating 
and  infulting   the  Rev.  Mr.  Dagget  (late  Prefident  ot  Yale 
college)  after  they  had  made  him  a  prifoner,  abufing  Mr. 
Bears,  fenior,  in  his  own  houfe,  and  mortally  wounding  him, 
alfo  the  aged  andJielplefs  Captain  Inglilh,  and  committing 
many  other  enormities.     On  Wednefday  the  feventh,  the 
fame  party  landed  at  Fairfield  (a  town  of  about  two  hundred 
houfes)  and  notwithftanding  fome  force  there  collected,  they 
entered  and  plundered  it,   and  laid   the  town  in  allies   that 
night.     The  meeting-houfe,  Epifcopal  church  and   court- 
houfe  were  confumed,  with  the  other  buildings.      After 
plundering  and  burning  this  town,  the  troops  returned  to 
their  {hipping,  and  failed  to  the  fhore  of  Long-Ifland,  where 
they  remained  till  Friday,  when  they  appeared  before   Nor- 
walk,  and  at  five  o'clock,  P.  M.  they  landed  a  body  of  their 
troops,  and  burnt  the  town.     The  deltruclion  made  by  the 
Royal ifts  in  this  expedition  as  laid  before  the  public  at  the 
time. 

At  Fairfield,  two  houfes  of  public  worfhip,  eighty-two 
dwelling  houfes,  fifty-five  barns,  fifteen  (lores,  and  fifteen 
(hops. 

At  Gfeeri-Farms,  one  houfe  of  public  worlhip,  fitteeri 
dwelling  houfes,  eleven  barns,  feveral  ftores,  &c. 

At  Norwalk,  two  houfes  of  public  worlhip,  about  eighty 
:•  dwelling  houfes,  eighty-feven  barns,  twenty-two  ftofes,  fev- 
1  enteen  (hops,  four  mills,  and  five  veffefs: 

Previous  to  thefe  defolations,  Governour  Tryon  ifTued  a 
proclamation  of  protection,  but  before  an  an'fwer  could  be 
fent  him,  he  began  his  depredations. 

Another  body  of  troops  from  King's- Sridge,  advanced  as 
far  as  Horfe-neck.      They  burnt  Bedford  in  the  State  of 
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1779.     New-York,  fifteen  miles  northweft  ot   Stamford,  and  thee 

v  -v— '*    retired  back  to  King's-bridge. 

July  6.  Congrefs  pafled  the  following  refolve  in   favour  of  at 

American  heroine,  viz. 

Refolved,  "  That  Margaret  Corbin,  who  was  wounded  an< 
difabled  at  the  attack  of  Fort  Washington,  whilft  fhe  heroi 
cally  filled  the  poft  of  her  huiband,  who  was  killed  by  hei 
fide,  ferving  a  piece  of  artillery,  do  receive  during  her  natura 
life,  or  the  continuance  of  the  faid  difability,  the  one  hal 
of  the  monthly  pay,  drawn  by  a  foldier  in  the  fervice  oj 
thefe  States  ;  and  that  (lie  now  receive,  out  of  the  public 
(lores,  one  complete  fuit  of  clothes  or  the  value  thereof  ir 
money." 

Brigadier- General  Wayne  takes  the  fortrefs  at  Stoney  Point 
the  weft  fide  of  King's-ferry,  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudfon 
which  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  with  his  army,  had  lately  vifited 
and  put  into  a  good  pofture  of  defence.  After  having  re- 
moved the  artillery  and  (lores,  General  Wayne  deftroyeci 
the  fort,  and  left  it. 

In  the  clofe  of  his  letter  to  General  Wafhington  relating 
this  affair,  he  fays,  "  Neither  the  deep  morafs,  the  formidable 
and  double  rows  of  abbatis,  or  the  ftrong  work  ih  front  01 
flank  could  damp  the  ardour  of  our  troops,  who,  in  the  face 
of  a  moft  tremendous  and  inceflant  fire  ot  mufquetry,  and 
from  cannon  loaded  with  grape  (hot  forced  their  way,  at  thl 
point  of  the  bayonet  through  every  obftacle.  Both  columns 
meeting  in  the  centre  of  the  enemy's  works  nearly  at  the 
fame  inilant.  Too  much  praife  cannot  be  given  to  Lieuten. 
ant-Colonel  Fleury,  who  (truck  the  enemy's  ftandard  with 
his  own  hand  ;  and  Major  Steward,  who  commanded  the 
advanced  parties,  for  their  brave  and  prudent  conduct. 
Colonels  Butler,  Meigs  and  Febiger  conducted  themfelves. 
with  that  coolnefs,  bravery  and  perfeverance  that  will  ever 
enfure  fuccefs.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hay  was  wounded  in* 
the  thigh,  bravely  fighting  at  the  head  of  his  battalion.  The 
humanity  of  our  brave  foldiers,  who  (corned  to  take  the  lives 
of  a  vanquifhed  foe,  calling  for  mercy,  reflects  the  higheft 
honour  on  them,  and  accounts  for  the  licw  of  the  enemy  kill- 
ed on  the  occafion. 

By  the  return  it  appeared,  that  the  Continentals  had  fifteen  j 
killed  and  eighty-three  wounded.  The  enemy  had  fixty-! 
three  killed  and  forty-three  wounded.  Five  hundred  and 
forty-three  prifoners  taken,  including  the  wounded.  Colo- 
nel Johnfon,  commander  of  the  fort,  was  among  the  prifon- 
ers ;  a  great  quantity  of  the  military  (tores  weic  taken,  and 
the  undermentioned  nieces  of  ordnance. 
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3  twelve  pounders  1,     ^       l  eight  inch  brafs  howitzer,        *779« 

1  three    ditto,       J      a  S*     l  ten  inch  ditto  mortar,  ^—l^-J 

2  fourteen  "1  2  five  and  halt  inches, 
2  eighteen    vditto,  iron.     2  four  and  two-fifth  inches, 
l  twelve      J 
General  Washington's  letter,  which  accompanied  General    July  \^ 

Wayne's  to  Congrefs,  applauds  the  conduct  of  all  the  offi- 
cers and  men  ;  but  there  were  particular  ones  whofe  fituation 
placed  them  foremoft  in  danger,  and  made  their  conduct 
moft  confpicuous :  Befides  the  officers  named  in  General 
Wayne's  letter,  his  Excellency  mentions,  "That Lieutenant 
Gibbons  and  Knox,  who  commanded  the  advanced  parties, 
or  forlorn  hope,  acquitted  thernfelves  as  well  as  it  ispofiible." 
With  refpecf.  to  General  Wayne,  he  obferves,  "  That  his. 
conduct  throughout  the  whole  of  this  arduous  enterprize, 
merits  the  warmeft  approbation  of  Congrefs,  he  improved 
upon  the  plan  recommended  by  me,  and  executed  it  in  a 
manner  that  does  fignal  honour  to  his  judgment,  and  to  his 
bravery.  In  a  critical  moment  of  the  ailauit,  he  received  a 
flefh  wound  in  the  head,  with  a  mufket  ball,  but  continued 
leading  on  his  men  with  unfhaken  firmnefs."  "  His  Excel* 
lency  informed  Congrefs,  that  two  flags,  and  two  ftandards 
were  taken,  the  former  belonging  to  the  garrifon,  and  the 
latter  to  the  feventeenth  regiment." 

As  diftinguifliing  marks  of  approbation,  Congrefs  di  reeled 
that  a  gold  medal,  emblematical  of  the  action,  be  prefemed 
to  Brigadier-General  Wayne,  and  afilver  one  to  Lieuienant- 
Colonel  Fleury  and  Major  Steward,  and  brevets  ol  Captains 
given  to  Lieutenant  Gibbons  and  Knox  ;  and  that  the  value 
ol  the  military  ftores  taken,  mould  be  divided  among  the 
gallant  troops  who  reduced  Stoney-point,  ir^fuch  a  manner 
ps  the  commander  in  chief  (hould  prefcribe.  ' 

The  fortification  at  Paulu's-hook  (on  the  weft  fide  of  Auvufl. 
North  River,  oppofite  New-York  city)  was  taken  by  Major 
L^e,  ol  the  horfe.  It  made  a  faint  refinance,  and  furrendered. 
Major  Sutherland  and  about  fifteen  of  his  men  efcaped  to  a 
fmail  block-houfe  on  the  left  of  the  fort ;  the  approach  of 
day,  and  the  vicinity  of  the  main  body  ol  the  enemy,  made 
it  impoffible  to  bring  off  any  (lores.  The  Continental.-;  had 
pofleflion  of  all  the  artillery  and  magazine,  the  prifoners 
were  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  rank  and  file  and  feven 
officers  ;  about  forty  were  killed.  Major  Lee's  iofs  faid  to  be 
very  few  in  killed  and  wounded,  four  only  is  the  number 
mentioned. 

General  Maclane  with  about  nine  hundred  men,  and  Com- 
modore Barclay  with  nine  armed  v^ifels  from  Halifax, 
made  a  lodgment  at   renolfcot,  in  the  eafiern  parts  of  the 
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1779.      Maffachufetts  State,  and  took  poffeflion  of  it  in  June  lafl, 
v— y*— ^    An  armament  failed  from  Bolton  this  day  to  difpoifefs  them, 

Aug.  25.  but  failed  of  fuccefs,  and  involved  the  State  In  a  heavy  debt 
to  the  private  citizens  who  were  owners  of  the  fhips  engag- 
ed in  the  expedition.  The  Britifh  were  reinforced  by  fix 
fhips  of  war  from  Halifax  under  Sir  George  Collier,  which 
occafioned  the  Maffachufetts'  troops  to  withdraw  ;  and  to 
prevent  their  fhips  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
the  American  Commodore  ordered  them  to  be  deflroyed, 
and  their  crews  to  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Penobfcot,  and  pro- 
vide for  therrifelves. 

A  Britifh  fleet  under  command  of  Admiral  Arbuthnot* 
deftined  for  America,  was  detained  from  proceeding  there, 
*u  the  time  appointed,  by  a  diverfion  the  French  made  on 
the  ifland  of  Jerfey.  The  Prince  of  Naffau,  with  fifteen 
hundred  volunteers  from  St.  Maloes,  making  a  defcent  on 
the  ifland  the  2d  of  May  laft.  Lieutenant-Governour  Cor- 
bet on  their  approach,  difpatched  a  (hip  with  information,  to 
the  Govemour  of  Portfmouth,  and  having  met  Admiral 
Arbuthnot,he  ordered  the  merchant  {hips  under  his  convoy 
back  to  Torbay,  and  went  with  his  men  of  war  and  trans- 
ports to  the  relief  of  the  ifland  ;  fo  that  he  did  not  arrive  at 
New-York,  till  the  25th  of  Auguft.  The  tranfports  brought 
a  reinforcement  for  the  Royal  army,  of  about  three  thoufand 
troops.  One  of  the  convoy  was  captured  by  an  American 
private  armed  veffel  and  carried  into  Philadelphia,  having  on 
board  the  following  very  valuable  cargo,  viz.  eighty  iron 
cannon,  two,  three,  four  and  fix  pounders  with  carriages, 
&c.  fixty  fwivels,  ten  cohorns,  fix  cannonade  twelve  pound- 
ers, feven  hundred  round  and  bar  fhot,  one  hundred  and  fif- 
ty five  half  barrels  of  powder,  fifty-five  coils  of  cordage,  and 
about  five  hundred  and  fifty-five  packages,  containing,  tea, 
loaf  fugar,  cheefe,  fcldier's  clothing,  and  a  variety  of  mer- 
chandize. 

Admiral  Arbuthnot,  not  arriving  fo  foon  as  was  expe&ed, 
was  faid  to  have  prevented  the  execution  of  a  plan,  Sir  Hen- 
ry Clinton  had  in  contemplation,  of  making  a  defcent  on 
fome  of  the  New-England  States. 

Sept,  jq.  The  continual  depreciation  of  the  paper  currency  of  the 
;  United  States,  is  truly  the  burden  of  America.  On  this  JTub- 
jecl,  Congrefs  addreffed  the  people  at  large,  in  their  circular 
Jetter,  dated  at  Philadelphia,  the  13th  of  September,  and  laid 
before  their  conflituents,  the  following  flate  of  their  National 
debt,  viz. 

%  Late  Govemour  of  Halifax. 
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Dollars.  1779- 

1  "gills  emitted  and  circulating  159948180  y  ■  V  "' 

Monies  borrowed  before  March  1, 
1778,  intereit  payable  in  France  7545 *97  67-90 

Monies  borrowed   fince  March    1, 

1778,  intereft  payable  in  America  26188909 

Money   due   abroad,    not    exactly 

known,  fuppofe  -  -  4000000 

The  taxes  brought  in 

no  more  than  3027^^0 

Amount  of  loans  as  a- 
bove  33734 105     ,5-90 

Which  together — 

make  36761666  67-90^5  of  a  dollar,  and 

ivas  all  the  money  fupplied  to  Congrefs  by  the  people  of 
America. 

The  defign  of  Congrefs  in  this  addrefs  was  to  eftablifh  the 
credit  of  the  paper  currency  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  and 
0  convince  them  that  the  United  States  were  able  and  wil- 
ing to  redeem  it,  both  of  which  were  fufpecled.  They  alfo 
endeavoured  to  ftimulate  the  people  to  exert  themfeves,  to 
;>ay  their  taxes  cheerfully  and  punctually,  and  loan  their  fur- 
>lus  money  as  a  means  to  reduce  the  quantity  of  bills  in  cir- 
■ulation,  and  prevent  or  leffen  future  emiflions.  With  re- 
pec!  to  the  depreciation  of  the  currency,  they  fay,  "  It  is 
ilways  natural  or  artificial,  or  both  ;  the  latter  is  our  cafe. 
Wnen  the  fum  in  circulation  exceeds  what  is  necefTary  for  a 
nedium  ol  commerce, it  begins  and  continues  to  depreciate  in 
>roportion  as  the  amount  of  the  furplus  increafes,  &c."  The 
taufe  of  its  artificial  depreciation  is  a  diftruft  in  the  people, 
ther  of  the  ability  or  inclination  of  the  United  States,  to 
edeem  their  bills.  Their  ability,  Congrefs  argues  from  the 
jeeefs  of  the  prefent  revolution  in  their  favour,  and  the  fuffi- 
ency  of  the  natural  wealth,  value,  and  refources  of  the 
ountry. 

To  this  queilion,  "  Whether  the  national  wealth,  &c.  of 
ne  country,  will  be  equal  to  the  payment  of  her  debts?" 
"hey  reply  in  this  manner,  "  Suppofe  that  the  emiflions 
hould  amount  to  two  hundred  million  pounds,  at  the  con- 
lufion  of  the  war,  that  exclufive  of  fupplies  from  taxes 
which-  will  not  be  inconfidetable)  the  loan  fhould  amount 
pone  hundred  million,  then  the  whole  national  debt  of  the 
nited  States,  would  be  three  hundred  million. 
There  are  at  prefent  three  million  of  inhabitants  in  the 
hirteen  States;  three  hundred  millions  of  dollars  divided 
tnongfl  them  would  give  to  each  perfon  one  hundred  dol- 
■rs ;  ^nd  is  there  an  individual  in  America,  unable  in  the 
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1779.      courfe  of  eighteen  or  twenty  years  to  pay  it  ?    If  the  whole 
*    V    *    debt  is  afleffed  on  the  inhabitants  in  proportion  to  their  res- 
pective eftates,  the  fhare  of  the  poorer  people  then,   would 
not  be  perhaps  more  than  ten  dollars ;  the  debt  will  not  be 
payable  immediately,  but  probably  twenty  years  allotted  for 
it  ;  the  number   of  inhabitants   by  that  time,  will   be  far 
more    than    double    the    prefent   amount,    as    by  natural 
population  they  doubled  every   twenty   years;   befides,  a 
number  of  emigrants  would  come  to  America,  who  would 
affift  in  paying  the  debt  ;  by  which  means  every  per  fan's 
fhare  would  be  continually  diminifhing,  by  others  coming 
in  to  pay  a  proportion  ot  it.     Their  ability  is  farther  argued 
from  a  confideration  of  the  millions  of  acres,  contained  only 
in  the  fettled  parts  of  North  America,  and  their  value.    Con- 
grefs  fay,  "We  formerly  paid  to  Great  Britain  an  annual  tax 
0^3,000,000  flerling,in  the  way  ot  trade,  and  yet  grew  rich; 
our  commerce  was  then  confined  to  her.     We  were  obliged 
to  carry  our  commodities  to  her  markets  and  fell  them  at 
her  price.     We  were  compelled  to  purchafe  foreign  com- 
modities of  her,  and  on  her  terms,  and  forbid  to  eftablifh  any 
manufactories  incompatible  with  her  view  of  gain,  that  in* 
future  the  whole  world  will  be  open  to  us,  to  fell  and  buy  o& 
thofe  whom  we  chufe,  and  as  the  country  increafes  in  num-j 
ber  of  inhabitants,  the  produ&ions  of  the  earth  will  be  pro-JU 
portionably  increafed,  Sec."     As  to  the  inclination  of    the!  j^ 
United  States  to  pay  the  debt,  they  fay,  "That  Congrefs& 
have  pledged  the  faith  of  their  conftituents  for  the  redempJ 
tion  of  the  bills.  Their  conftituents  have  actually  ratified  th 
afts  of  Congrefs  by  receiving  their  bills,  palling  laws  for  ef- 
tablifhing  their  currency,  and  punifhing  thofe  who  counter-]!, 
feit  them  ;  fo  that  in  fact  the  people  have  pledged  their  faith  J 
not  only  colleftively  by  their  reprefentatives,  but  individuals 
ly.     The  fufpicion  that  Congrefs  may  be  abolifhed,  and  each 
State  refuming  its  delegated  powers  may  proceed  in  future  taiT 
hold  and  exercife  all  the  rights  of  fovereignty,  appertaining  t< 
an  independent  State,  and  that  in  fuch  a  cafe,  the  Continen 
tal  bills  of  credit,  created  and  fupported  by  the  union,  wou' 
die  with  it,"  &c.     To  obviate  this  objection,  Congrefs  la 
before  them  the  defign  of  the  confederation,  which  was  fol-|C 
emu  and  explicit,  for  the  direct  purpofe  of  fuppoiting  tnejL 
independence  of  thefe  States  ;  for  this  end  armies  were  raifjile 
ed,  and  bills  of  credit  emitted,  and   loans  made  to  pay  andj 
i'upply  them,  the  redemption  therefore  of  thefe  bills,  the  pay. :  ■, 
ment  of  thefe  debts,  &c.  for  the  common  benefit,  and  in  thij  j.  ' 
Common  caule,  are  among  the  objects  of  this  confederation  I, 
and  confequently  while  all  or  any  of  the  objects  remain  un-  V' 
attained,  it  cannot  fo  far  as  it  refpe&s  thefe  objects  be  difiblvll 
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ed,  confident  with  the  laws  of  God  or  man.  "  The  pride  of  1779. 
America  (they  fay)  revolts  from  the  idea  ot  violating  the  v  ^mj 
public  faith,  her  citizens  know  for  what  purpofe  thefe  emif- 
fions  were  made,  have  repeatedly  plighted  their  faith  for  the 
redemption  ot  them,  they  are  to  be  found  in  every  man's 
pofleflion,  and  every  man  is  iriterefted  in  their  being  redeem- 
ed, can  it  therefore  be  fuppofed  that  all  America  will  (againft 
the  faith,  honour  and  intereft  of  all  America)  be  prevailed 
upon  to  countenance,  fupport  or  permit,  fo  ruinous,  fo  dif- 

1  graceful  a  meafure,"  &c.  Congrefs  having  in  this  manner, 
laid  before  the  States  all  the  circumftances  of  their  currency, 
the  caufe  of  its  depreciation  inveftigated,  the  remedy  recom- 
mended, their  ability  and  inclination  to  redeem  the  bills  of 
credit  fairly  argued.  The  people  were  urged  to  comply 
with  the  intention  of  this  addrefs.  Supply  money  by  loans 
and  taxes  for  public  ufe,  and  thereby  make  it  unneceflary  to 
*mit  any  more  bills,  in  this  way  ;  it  it  did  not  make  the  cur- 
rency better,  it  would  keep  it  from  growing  worfe,  the  ob- 
vious confequence  of  increafing  the  quantity  by  new  emi^- 
[ions. 

Sir  Andrew  Snap  Hammond  arrived  at  New- York  in  the  Sept.  15. 
loebuck  man  of  war,  with  a  conyoy  of  tranfports,  having 
jrovifions  and  a  few  recruits  for  the  Royal  army. 
Congrefs   made  choice  of  their  Prefident,  his  Excellency 
0  John  Jay,  E/q.  of  New-York,  to  be  Minifter  plenipotentiary  Sept.  28 , 
J   rom  the  United  States,  at   the  Court  of  Madrid,   and  Mr, 
'■'  y,armichael,  a  delegate  from  Maryland  to  be  Secretary  to  the 
:.   :mbdffy.      Mr.  Jay  is  fucceeded  as  Prefident  of  Congrefs 

*  \y  Samuel  Huntington,  Efq.  of  the  State  ot  Connecticut. 

The  ravages  of  the  Indians  on  the  frontiers  of  Pennfylva- 
a  ia  and  Virginia  made  it  neceilary  that  fome  effectual  raeth- 
1:2  d  mould  be  taken  to  reflrain  the  incurfions  of  the  In.- 
■  ians,  and  fecure  the  frontiers ;  for  this  purpofe  an  expedition 
"  ito  the  Indian  country,  was  planned  by  the  commander  in  Sept.  go. 
:  hief,  to  attach  them  in  their  fettlements,  and  the  execution 
'■ll  fthe  plan  was  committed  to  Major-General  Sullivan,  who 

•  as  appointed  to  the  chief  command  of  it.  He  had  under 
im  the  Brigadiers  Clinton,  Maxwell,  Poor,  Hand,  and  Pot* 
r,  and  a  well  chofen  army.  They  were  joined  by  a  num- 
»r  of  Indian  warriors  of  the  Oneida/Tufcaroroes,  and  Stock- 

idge  tribes  at  Wyoming,  from  whence  they  commenced 
eir  march  about  the  firft  of  Auguft,  to  the  Indian  fettle- 
ents  in  that  neighbourhood,  they  penetrated  about  ninety 
iles  through  a  horrid  fwampy  wildernefs  and  barren 
ountainous  defert,  from  whence  they  paffrd  up  Sufquernn- 
.h-river  ;  in  their  way  thither  are  three  Indian  towns,  atone 
which,  Ckamong,  the  Indians  had  a  grand  council,   ^KTh* 
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i77g.      army  tranfported  their  provifions,  ftores  and  baggage  to  Te'di 
**— %-*"«^     oga  by  water.     The  troops  marched  on  both  fides  the  river 
to  protect  the  boats  from  the  favages.     An  advanced  party 
about  fixty,  under  General  Maxwell  fell  in  with  a  body  o 
Indians,  who  had  been  doing  mifchief  at  Minnifink,  and  wen 
returning;  he  killed  and  captivated  a  confiderable  number  o 
them.     The  army  burnt  Chaniong,  one  of  the  chief  towns  o 
the  Seneca's,  killed  and  took  upwards  of  three  hundred  prif. 
oners.     Another  town  called  Chemeney,  at  the  upper  part  of, 
the  Sufquehannah,  they  alfo  burnt,  the  13th  of  Auguft,  withl 
the  plantations  of  corn,  &c.     The  enemy 
place  the  evening  before.    In  the  courfe  of  the  day,  General 
Sullivan  had  feven  men  killed  and  fourteen  wounded.     He; 
obtained  a  victory  over    them  at  Newtown,  the    29th   oc 
Auguft. 

The  occurrences  which  took  place  afterwards,  General 
Sullivan  informed  Congrefsof,  in  a  letter  directed  to  Presi- 
dent Jay,  dated  September  30th,  from  which,  what  follows 
relative  thereto,  is  collected 

An  old  woman  of  the  Cayaga  nation,  was  found  in   th 
woods,  who  informed   them,  that   after  the  battle  at   New- 
town, the  Indians  fled   in  great  confufion,  that  they  had 
great  many  killed  and  vaff.  numbers  wounded.     The  Gener^  p 
al  was  convinced  of  the  truth  of  it,  as  the  day  they  left  New 
town,   they   difcovered  a  great  number  of   Hoody  packs, 
arms,  and  accoutrements  thrown  away  in  the  woods,  and  a 
number  of  recent  graves ;  they  left  many  warriors  dead   o 
the  field,  which  is  not  common  with  them.     The   Genera 
was  not  able  to  afcertain   the   number  oppofed   to  them   a 
Newtown,  but  from  -various  circumfiances,  he  was  led  to  fup 
pofe  them  to  have  been  fifteen  hundred.     The  time  taken  iiflF 
deftroying  the  corn  near  Newtown,   employed  his  army  twqlP 
days.     Kindais,  confilting  of  about  twenty  houfes,  they  re 
duced  to  allies ;  they  took  near  a  day  in  deifroying  the  cor 
and  fruit  trees,  of  which  there  was  great  abundance,  many  o 
the  trees  appeared  to  be  of  great  age.     At  this   place  they 
met  an  inhabitant  of  Wyoming,    who  had  elcaped  the  car. 
nage  in  July,  1778.     He  faid  lie  had  converfed  with   fom 
of  the  tories  on  their  return  from  the  action   at  Newtow 
who  corroborated  the  account  of  the  enemy  fufFering  grea 
lofs. 

At  Kannadefeys  (which  was  abandoned;  they  found 
white  child  about  three  years  old,  doubtlefs  the  offsprinCTpJ 
of  fome  unhappy  captive,  which  the  army  took  with  themJj  *J 
The  General  finding  he  could  not  poflibly  effect  the  defjf'J 
traction  of  the  Indian  country  with  the  provifions  he  had 
he  propofcd  to  his  troops  to  content  thcmfelves  with  half  m[)l  ^ 
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pound  of  flour,  and  the  fame  quantity  of  frefh  beef  per  day,  *779» 
in  which  they  readily  acquieiced,  not  one  ditTentirig  voice  v  \r  "f, 
was  heard  from  either  officer  or  foldier ;  he  fcad  then  only 
twenty-two  pounds  of  flour,  and  (ixteen  pounds  of.  beef  per 
man  ;  notwithftanding  which,  they  perfevered  in  the  bufi- 
nefs.  In  their  way  to  Catherine  town,  they  had  a  road  to 
open  tor  the  artillery,  through  a  fwamp,  nine  miles  in  width, 
and  almoft  impervious.  Afier  having  deftroyed  a  number 
of  villages,  forrie  of  which  contained  fifty  houfes,  they  paff- 
d  on  to  Chinnejfee,  which  the  prifoners  they  had  taken  in- 
formed the  General,  was  the  capital  of  the  Indian  towns  ; 
that  the  Indians  of  all  nations  had  been  planting  there  this 
fpring  ;  that  all  the  Rangers,  and  fame  Britifli,  had  been  em-^  ^* 
>loyed  in  aflifting  them,  in  order  toraife  fufficient  fupplies  to  *  *  * 
upport  them  wnilft  defraying  the  frontiers.  He  deftroyed 
1  fmall  town  of  twenty-five  houfes,  in  his  way,  and  ordered 
\  Imall  party  to  reconnoitre  Chinnffee  town,  that  he  mighi, 
f  poflibie,  furprife  it ;  but  they  were  difcovered,  by  the 
guides  having  miflaken  the  way,  they  were  encircled  by  the 
memy,  and  having  taken  to  a  grove  of  trees,  the  commander 
)f  the  reconnoitering  party,  Mr.  Boyd  of  the  rifles,  was  fhoc 
hrough  the  body,  and  every  man  of  his  party  kiiied,  except- 
ng  one,  who,  with  his  wounded  commander,  were  made 
>rifoners ;  the  firing  was  fo  clofa  before  this  brave  party 
vere  overcome,  that  the  powder  of  the  enemy's  mufquets, 
vas  driven  into  their  flefh.  The  party  that  fell  in  with  Boyd, 
*as  commanded  by  Butler,  who  bore  a  great  part  in  the  def- 
lation of  Wyoming,  the  lad  year. 

The  army  moved  on  to  ChinnelTee,  eroding  a  deep  creek 
nd  the  little  Seneca  river,  and  reached  the  caftle.  The 
awn  confided  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  houfes,moft- 
y  large  and  elegant;  there  they  found  the  body  of  the  in-  Sept.  QO» 
repid  Boyd,  with  his  companion,  mangled  in  a  manner  too 
ainful  to  defcribe. 

The  General  reprefents  ChinnelTee,  as  being  beautifully 
tuated,  almoft  encircled  with  a  clear  flat,  which  extends 
sveral  miles,  with  extenfive  fields  of  corn,  &c.  The  Indians 
vacuated  it  two  days  before  he  arrived  at  it. 

The  General  being  informed  there  was  no  fettlement  be- 

ond  it,  the  army  began  their  march  for  the  Cayaga's  coun- 

ry,  which  yet  had  remained  unmolefted  ;  and  having  aniv- 

d  at  it,  they  deftroyed  it.     In  the  various  towns  deftroyed, 

irere  many  fruit  trees,  in  one  orchard  were  fifteen  hundred. 

The   number   of   towns   deftroyed,  were   forty,    befides 
:attering  houfes ;    the  quantity  of  corn,   muft   amount  to 
hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  bulhels,   with  a  large  quan- 

y  ot  vegetables  of  every  kind ;  every  creek  and  river  was 
Vol,  II.  X 
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1779.     traced,  and  the  whole  country  explored,   and  except  on 

1 — v — '    town  near  the  Alleghany,  about  fifty  miles  from  ChinneiTee 

there  was  irjt  a  (ingle  town  left  in  the  country  of  the  five  na 

-  lions.  •    : 

The  army  did  notfuiFer  the  lofs  of  forty  men,  though  per- 
haps lew  troops  experienced  a  more  fatiguing  campaign  ; 
Sept.  30.  befides,  the  difficulty  which  naturally  attends  marching  thro* 
an  enemy's  country,  abounding  in  woods,  rivers,  creeks 
morafies  and  defiles;  they  found  no  fmall  inconvenience 
from  the  want  of  proper  guides,  and  the  maps  of  the  country 
were  fo  exceedingly  erroneous  that  they  ferved  not  to  en- 
lighten but.  perplex  them.  Though  they  had  much  labour, 
in  finding  out  roads  tor  the  artillery,  the  array  moved  front, 
twelve  to  fixteen  miles  every  day,  when  not  detainedNby  rain, 
or  employed  in  deiTroying  fettlements. 

After  the  fii  ft  aclion  the  enemy  ventured  not  a  fecond, 
but  kept  themfelves  out  of  the  reach  of  the  army,  not  firing 
a  fingle  gun  as  it  was  on  its  march,  or  in  its  qua:  ters,  though' 
in  a  country  exceedingly  well  calculated  for  ambufcade. 

It  is  remarked  on  this  expedition  (by  the  tranllator  of  M. 
Chaflelieux's  travel?,  an  Engliihman  then  refident  in  thd 
United  States)  "  That  the  inih'uclioiis  given  by  General  Sul-jfe 
livan  to  his  officers,  theorder'of  march,  he  prefcribed  to  thef 
troops,  and  the  difciplf^e  he  had  the  ability  to  maintain, 
would  have  done  hono^  to  the  moil  experienced  ancient  or 
modern  Generals."       i 

To'difttirb  a  people  in  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  theii 
property,  while  they  moleft  no  others,  is  cruel  and  unjuft  ; 
but  when  they  quit  their  own  habitations,  and  make  inroads 
upon  the  innocent  anddefencelefs,  the  laws  of  God  and  mati 
will  jujtify  a  refiftance  from  the  country  at  large  ;  and  if  nd 
other  method  can  be  found  effectual  to  reflrain  their  depre* 
dations.and  murders,  the  war  may  be  carrieo"  into  their  owrf 
country,  their  fubftance  deftroyed,  and  they  deprived  of  the 
means  of  committing  fuch  ravages  in  future. 

Upon  this  principle  was  the  Indian  expedition   undertak 
en.     The    fay-ages   in  the    Britiih   intereft  had    committedf111 
many  barbarities,  and  were  preparing  for  more,  and  refolved 
on  deftioyi  ng  the  frontiers  of  the  fouthern  States,   occupied! 
by  whig   inhabitants.     To  prevent  their  defign  was  the  ob- 
jecl  of  this  enterprife,  and  heaven  fucceeded  it. 
OH,  ic.  Count  D'Eflaing  having  gained  laurels  in  the   Weft-'In», 

dies  by  the  cpnqueft  of  Dominica,  St.  Vincents,  and  Grena* 
da,  and  a  fucceLsful  engagement  with  the   Englilh  fleet  un-lffl,i 
der  the  Admirals  Byron  anj  Harrington,  off  the  latter  place  ; 
left  the  fun  her  conduct  of  affairs  iu  that  quarter,  to  M.  PS 


the  American  War.  J79 

jet  de  ia  Mothe,  and  the  Spanifli  armament  there,  to  pay      1779. 
lother  vifit  to  the  American  continent.  u^— / 

He  arrived  with  his  fleet  off  Savannah  in  Georgia,  con- 
fting  of  twenty  fail  of  the  line,  ten  frigates,  with  five  thou- 
nd  land.foices,  the  5th  of  September.  General  Prevoft 
d  retired  to  Georgia,  after  his  unfuccefsful  expedition, 
t;ainft  Chariefton  (S.  C.)  here  he  had  ftrongly  fortified  with 
les,  &c.  and  was  joined  by  Colonel  Maitland,  with  feme 
oops  from  Beaufort.  Count  D'Eftaihg  landed  his  troops, 
id  the  Continental  General  Lincoln,  joined  him. 
The  following  account  of  their  operations  is  contained  in 
letter  written  by  General  Lincoln,  and  by  him  tranfrnitted 

Congrefs,.  dated   Chariefton,  October  22,   from  which  it 

copied.  .'"'■'.:. 

"On  the  15th  ultimo,  being  advifed  that  the   Count  had  Qfit  22. 

fembarked  part  of  his  troops,    and  would  that  night  take 

>ft  nine  miles  from  Savannjh,  we    moved  and   encamped 

Cherokee  hill,  nine  miles  frjjm-the  town.     'The  16'ih,  we 

rmeda  junclion  before  Savannah. 

"  After  reconnoitering  the  enemy's  works,  finding  the  town 

ell    covered,     and   knowing    their   determination    to   de- 

nd  ir,  it  was  deemed  necefiVy  to   make  fome  approaches, 

d   try    the   effects  of  artilleiy.       From    the   18th    to   the. 

id,  we  were  employed  in  getting  up  the  heavy  ordnance 

d  ftores,   a  work  of  difficulty  from  the   want   of  proper 

heels  to  tranfport  them,  the  cannon  being  on  ftitp  carriages. 

n  the  evening  of  the  23d,  ground   was  broke,   and  On  the 

hinftant  (October)  the  batteries  of  thirty-three  cannon  and 

ne   mortars,   were  opened  on  the   enemy, 'and   continued 

th  intervals  until  the, 8th,  without  the  wifhed  effect.    The 

riod  being  long  elapfed  which  the  Count  had  afligned  lor 

is  expedition,  and  the  engineers  informing  him  that  much 

Tie  muft  be  fpent,  if  he  expected  to  reduce  the  garrifon  by 

gular  approaches,  and   his  longer   flay  being  impotable, 

itters  were  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  raifing -,the  fiege 

mediately,  and  giving  up  all  thoughts  of  conqueft,  or  at- 
mpting  the  garrifon  by  affauh ;  the  latter  was  agreed  on, 
d  on  the  morning  of  the  9th,  the  attack  was  made  ;  it  prov- 
I  unfuccefsful,  we  were  repulfed  with  lofs. 
*'  When  the  Count  firft  arrived,  he  informed  us  that  he 
Bid  remain  on  fhore  eight  days  only  ;  he  had  fpem  four 
nes  that  number;  his  depauure  therefore  became  indif- 
mfible,  and  to  re-embark  his  ordnance  ftores,  claimed  his 
:xt  attention,  this  was  completed  on  the  18th. 

'The  fame  evening,  having  previoufly  fent  off  our  fi.ck  and 
sunded,  and  heavy  baggage,  the  American  troops  left  the 
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ground,  reached  Zubley's  ferry  the  next  morning,  recroffed, 
and  encamped  :fnt  night  in  Carolina. 

"  The  French  troops  encamped  on  the  night  of    the  1 8 1 h , 
«bout  two  miles  from  Savannah  ;  they  were,  after  the  24th,  t 
re-embark  at  Kinroid's  landing. 

•'  Our  difappointment  is  great,  and  what  adds  much  to  our 
fenfe  of  it,  is  the  lofs  of  a  number  of  brave  officers  and  men 
among  them  the  lofs  of  the  late  intrepid  Count  Polajki* 

"Count  D'Eitaing  has  undoubtedly  the  intercft  of  America 
much  at  heart,  this,  he  has  evidenced  by  coming  to  our  af. 
fiftance,  and  his  conflant  attention  during  the  fiege  ;   his  un-s 
<iertaking  to  reduce  tbeeneiDy  by  aflault,  when  he  defpajred 
of  e^ciing  it  otherwife;  and  by  bi'avely  putting  himfeif  at 
the  head  of  his  troops,  and  leading  them  to  the  attack.  In  our 
fervice  he  has  freely  bled  *f  1  feel  much  for  him,  for  while 
he  is  fuffering  the  diitretTes  of  painful  wounds,  he   has  to, 
combat  chagrin.     I  hope  he  will  be  confoled  by  an  afTurance 
that  although  he  has  not  fucceeded  according  to  his  wilhes 
and  thofe  of  America,  we  regard  with  high  approbation   hii 
intention  to  ferve  us,  and  that  his  want  of  fuccefs  will  not 
leffen  our  ideas  of  bis  merit.'' 

The  killed  and  wounded  o<>  the  fide  of  the  Americans, 
are  about  one  hundred  and  fevenry. 

The  Experiment,  a  Britifh  man  of  war,  Sir  J3mes  Wal 
lace  commander,  was  captured  by  Count  D'Eftaing's  fleet; 
fome  other  fhips  of  force  and  tranfports,  fell  into  his  hands 
General  Garth  was  taken  in  one  of  them,  A  large  quantity 
of  guineas  was  faid  to  have  been  found  on  board  the  £,xper 
iment,  to  pay  the  Royal  troops  in  Georgia. 

Upon  Count    D'Eftaing's   arriving  at   Georgia,  it  gav 
alarm  to  the  Royaliiis  at  New-York,  fearing  an  attack  o 
that  city,  was  his  principal  view  in  making  a  leeond  v\ih  t 
the  United   States.     All  the  out-pofts  were  called  in,  a 
Newport  ordered  to  be  evacuated 

Tnis  took  place  the  23th  of  October  (the  anniverfary  o 
their  King's  corronaaonj    having  previoufly  blown  up  th 
Jighuhoufe,  at  the  entrance  of  that  harbour.     Their  evacua 
tion  was  precipitate,  being  under  apprehenfion  that  Gen^r 
Gates  would  vifit  the  ifUnd  before  they  could  leave  it.    Th 
next  day  after  they  went  off,  General  Gates  went  on,  with 
part  of  his  force  from  Providence,  and  took  poffeliion  of  th 
lOand. 

*  A  Polifli  nobleman\  he  was  mortally  wounded  advance 
ing  to  force  his  way  into  the  citadel^  at  the  head  of  his  cauai 
ry.     He  furvived  only  two  days, 

i  Count  D'FJlaing  was  wounded  in  his  leg  and  arm.  ierv 
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The  Britiih  were  relieved  from  their  anxiety,  on  receiv-  1779. 
ing  the  foregoing  account  of  die  tranfaftions  at  Georgia,  and  *  ■  y  J 
that  Count  D'Eftaing  ha  d  left  the  continent. 

General    Walhington  expefling   afliftance  from    Count  Nov, 
D'Eftaing,  when  he  left  Georgia,  made  preparations  to  in- 
veft  New-York  ;  but  the  Count  being  fo  long  detained  there, 
he  was  under  a  necefiity  of  returning  to  the  Weit .Indies, 
i  1  bout  proceeding  further  to  the  northward. 

This  occafioned  the  General  to  quit  his  defign  againft 
New-York,  and  the  winter  coming  on,  the  main  body  of  hi§ 
army  took  up  their  quarters  at  Bafkinridge ;  their  head  quar- 
ers  was  at  Morris-town.  .     . 

The  meafures  taken  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  for  the  de-  December, 
ence  of  New-York,  only  in  cafe  the  combined  force  of 
Wafhington  and  D'Eftaing  had  attacked  it;  he  communi- 
cated in  a  letter  to  Lord  George  Germaine,  "  From  the 
time  (he  writes)  I  was  honoured  with  your  Lordfhip's  in- 
ftruftions,  to  evacuate  Rhode-Ifland,  and  to  condenfe  and 
difpofe  the  King's  troops  on  fuch  a  fcale,  as  would  afford  the 
rooft  fubftantial  protection  to  New-York,  and  fuch  of  its  de- 
pendencies as  might  be  held  confidently  with  the  force  to 
je  withdrawn  for  the  purpofe  of  fouthern  operations,  till  the 
moment  of  embarkation  [for  Georgia]  no  opportunity  what* 
oever  has  offered  itfelf,  to  ftrike  any  part  of  the  enemy,  or 
rvep  to  venture  on  any  incurfion  that  promifed  advantage, 
uperiour  to  the  rifque.  Befides,  as  I  communicated  in  my 
alt  the  violent  demonftrations  of  the  rebels,  which  threaten- 
ed a  determined  attack  of  the  port  at  New-York,  in  conjunct 
ion  with  a  large  armament,  naval  and  land,  under  Count 
D'Eftaing;  then  directing  itfelf  againft  the  garrifon  of  Sa- 
vannah, neceffarily  turned  our  whole  endeavours  to  defeat 
o  alarming  a  combination.  The  regular  troops  under  Gen- 
eral Wafhington,  amounted,  at  this  period,  to  fixteen  thou* 
*md ;  to  which  is  to  be  added  the  army  commanded  by 
General  Sullivan,  then  on  the  return  from  a  fuccefsful  ex- 
pedition againft  our  Indian  allies,  and  but  very  little  dirain-* 
fhed  by  the  campaign  ;  this  gave  him  a  force  of  twenty 
houfand  effectives.  But  your  Eordihip  will  be  able  to  form 
j  more  perfect  judgment  of  our  meafures,  when  you  com- 
bine with  the  aimy,  the  miluia  of  Pennfylvania,  New-Jer- 
~ey,  New-York,  Connecticut,  and  MafTarhufetts,  whicU 
vere  ready  to  be  drawn  together  on  the  (horteft  notice  ;  and 
vho  were  peculiarly  exalted  at  this  crifis,  from  a  profpeel  of 
■1  city  full  of  wealth,   and  devoted  to  plunder;  and  by   the 

Ilaitering  idea  of  ending  the  war  with  its  capture.  Not  a 
noment  was  to  be  loft  at  fuch  a  critical  conjuncture,  for  ev- 
'ry  moment  was  important,  and  expected  to  come  with  th$. 


tSz  An  Hijlorical  Journal  of 

1779.      account  of  D*Effaing's  appearance  before  our  harbour.   The 

*    V *    works  at  Brookline  and  Governour's  Ifland,  were  enlarged 

and  improved,  new  works  were  erecled  at  the  watering  place, 
and  Sandy-hook;  the  King's  battery  at  New- York  was  re- 
paired, and  mounted  with  heavy  ordnance,  and  places  mark- 
ed out,  and  defences  provided  to  cover  the  {hipping  along 
the  found.  Thefe  preparations  employed  the  whole  labour 
of  the  army,  and  I  cannot  but  obferve  in  addition  to  what  I 
have  faid,  in  my  official  letter,  the  general  readinefs  of  mojl 
of  the  refugees  to  facilitate  thefe  important  objects.  Wafh- 
ington  in  his  faflneffes  in  the  highlands,  and  fo  polled  as  to 
be  able  to  life  the  Hudfon  to  the  greateft  advantage  in  mak- 
ing impreflion  upon  our  left,  while  every  advantage  of  wa- 
ter was  alfo  in  his  power  by  the  found,  and  under  protec- 
tion of  the  French  fleet;  we  were  expofed  to  the  moil  per- 
plexing embarraffments,  available  in  fo  many  points,  and  ev- 
ery initant  expecling  D'Lftaing,  we  had  but  time  to  look 
toward,  and  take  meafures  for  our  own  defence,  and  the  oc- 
cafion  required  us  to  put  forward  our  bell  exertions." 
Bee.  26.  The  apprehenfions  of  an  attack  on  New-Yoik  city,  having 
fubfided,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  planned  another  expedition  to 
South  Carolina,  in  order  to  reduce  the  fouthern  States.  He 
embarked  a  large  body  of  troops  on  board  an  hundred  fail  of 
tranfports,  convoyed  by  a  fquadron  of  men  of  war,  under 
Admiral  Arbuthnot.  Sir  Henry  in  perfon,  took  command 
of  this  expedition,  he,  together  with  Lord  Cornwaliis,  em- 
barked with  the  fleet.  A  ftorm  happened  a  few  clays  after 
their  departure  from  New-York,  which  difperfed  and  dam- 
aged fome  of  their  fhips;  bin  having  received  recruits  after 
his  arrival,  he  profecuted  his^defign  againfl  Charlejlon. 

It  being  expe&ed  by  the  Britifh,  that  St.  Augujtine  would 
be  invaded  by  the  Spaniards,  General  Prevofl  returned 
there,  and  Brigadier-General  Leflie  fucceeded  him  in  the 
command  at  Georgia.  The  Spanifh  Govemour  of  Louifa- 
nia,  gained  many  advantages  over  the  Britifh  fettlements  on 
the  MifTifippi,  took  a  number  of  prifoners,  and  got  pofiefiion 
of  a  tracl  of  the  moft  fertile  land. 

An  expedition  to  Staten-IJIartd (within  nine  miles  of  New- 
York  city)  was  undertaken  by  General  Lord  Stirling,  by 
order  of  the  commander  in  chief.  The  weather  this  month 
favoured  an  attempt  on  the  ice,  but  it  failed  of  fuccefs,  the 
Rovdhfls  having  by  fome  means  got  intelligence  of  the  de- 
fign.  Lord  Stirling  reported,  "  That  he  embarked  with  a 
dcrachment  of  twenty-five  hundred  men  ;  -he  found  their 
works  well  fituated,  and  ftrong,  and  the  communication  be- 
tween the  ifland  and  New- York,  open  contrary  to  their  ex- 
pe£la\io:>s   fo  that  boats  paded  from  one  to  the  other,  by 
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which  means  they  could  be  furniflied  with  provifions  and       1780. 
fuel.     It  was  judged  therefore  that  an  aflault  there,   was  not    ^--y^—/ 
advifeable,  and  as  a  reinforcement  could  be  fent  them  irom 
the  city,  which  would  render  it  dangerous  lor  them  to  tarry, 
they  retreated  in  good  order,  and  with  very  little  lofs." 

Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  the  Englifti  Ambaflador,  in  Holland,  March  21, 
prefented  to  the  States  General,  a  memorial  on  the   fubjecl: 
of  fuccours,  he  had  claimed  eight  months  before,  and  which 
(for  reafons  already  mentioned)  they  had  withheld. 

The  following  affair  increased  the  difputes  between  Eng- 
land and  the  Republic  of  Holland  : 

A  fmall  fquadron  of  fliips  having  been  fitted  out  at  France 
{one  of  which  was  the  Alliance,  an  American  frigate)  under 
command  of  Captain  John  Paul  Jones;  they  infefted  the 
Englilh  coait,  and  gave  alarm  to  fome  of  theout-pofls,  and 
meeting  with  the  Serapis,  an  Englifh  frigate  of  forty  guns, 
and  the  (hip  Countefs,  of  Scarborough,  he  captured  both,  af- 
ter a  bloody  engagement,  in  which  he  loll  his  own  (hip,  the 
Bon  Homme  Richard,  which  funk  foon  after  the  aclion  was 
over,  he  having  firlt  quitted  her,  and  got  on  board  another 
of  his  fquadron.  Captain  Jones  carried  his  prizes  into  HoU 
land.  .  The  Englilh  AmbalTador  requefted  that  the  prizes 
might  be  flopped,  and  they  and  their  crews  delivered  up.  To 
this  requefl,  their  High  Mightinefles  replied,  "  That  for  a 
century  palf,  they  had  adhered  to  a  maxim,  and  had  notified 
it  by  placarts.  "  That  they  pretend  not  to  judge  of  the  le- 
gality or  illegality  of  the  actions  of  thofe,  who  have,  on  the 
open  feas,  taken  any  vefTels  which  do  nor  belong  to  this 
country,  and  bringing  them  into  any  of  the  ports  of  this  Re- 
public. That  they  only  open  their  ports  to  them,  to  give 
khem  (helter  from  florms  or  difafters,  and  that  they  oblige 
them  to  put  to  fea  again  with  their  prizes,  without  unload- 
ing, or  difpofmg  of  their  cargoes,  but  letting  them  remain 
exaflly  as  when  they  arrived.  That  they  came  to  this  refo- 
lution :  That  the  five  (hips,  viz.  two  French  frigates,  one 
American,  with  two  prizes,  who  entered  the  Texel  with 
Paul  Jones ;  do  put  to  fea  again,  as  foon  aspoflible,  and  that 
:hey  be  not  furniflied  with  any  warlike  or  naval  flores,  hut 
what  are  abfolutely  neceiTary  to  carry  them  fafe  to  the  firft 
foreign  port  they  can  come  at."  This  conduct  of  the  Dutch 
kvas  conformable  to  the  refolutions  they  had  taken,  to  pre- 
serve a  neutrality  in  the  coniefl  between  Great  Britain  and 
A.rrr  rica  and  her  allies. 

England  taking  umbrage  at  the  proceedings  of  Holland,  April  17. 
n  the  above  inftance,  and  fome  otheis  before  mentioned; 
he  alliance  between  them  was  dijfolved  by  his  Brittannic 
Vlajefty,  in  a  formal  declaration,  in  his  council  at  St.  James's, 
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1780.      this  day  ;  by  which  Holland  is  to  be  confiiered  as  on  thefaftic 
**-V"-'  footing  as  other  neutral  States,  not  privileged  by  treaty. 

Marquis  de  la  Fayette  returned  to  America  from  France, 
in  the  Hermione  frigate,  Capt.  Le  Touche,  and  landed  at 
Bofton ;  from  whence  he  proceeded  to  join  the  American 
army. 

The  laft  month,  Congrefs  recommended  to  the  States  to 
bring  into  the  Continental  Treafury  by  taxes,  their  quotas 
of  fifteen  million  dollars,  monthly,  as  affigned  them  by  the 
refolution  of  the  7th  of  October,  1779,  and  to  continue  it 
to  April,  1781. 

Gold  and  filver  to  be  received  at  the  rate  of  one  Spanifh 
milled  dollar,  in  lieu  of  forty  paper  dollars,  the  money 
brought  in  (except  for  the  months  of  January  and  February, 
1779,  which  were  to  pafs  till  April,  1781)  to  be  deftroyed. 
When  the  bills  were  brought  in,  and  funds  eftabliihed,  oth- 
er bills  to  be  emitted,  not  to  exceed  one  twentieth  part  of  the 
fum  brought  in  ;  the  new  bills  iflued,  to  be  redeemable  in  fix 
years,  viz.  1786,  to  be  paid  in  fpecie,  and  bear  an  intercft  of 
five  per  cent,  to  be  paid  annually  in  fpecie,  or  in  bills  of  ex- 
change on  their  commiflioners  in  France,  at  four  millings 
and  fixpence  fterling  per  dollar.  The  new  bills  to  be  iflued 
on  the  funds  of  individual  States. 

The  above  mode  was  propofed  for  the  purpofe  of  finking 
the  old  Continental  money,  and  in  lieu  thereof,  to  fubftitute 
a  new  emiflion  of  State  bills ;  which  was  adopted,  and  bills 
were  emitted  by  the  re/peclive  States,  which,  at  the  end  of 
fix  years,  was  to  be  redeemed  by  them  ;  one  dollar  new  emif- 
fion,  to  be  equal  to  forty  of  the  old  Continental  dollars. 
May  12.  Charlefton,  in  South- Carolina,  furrendered  this  day  to 
Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  Admiral  Arbuthnot.  This  news 
was  brought  to  Congrefs  by  Colonel  Tennent,  bearing  a  let- 
ter from  Major- General  Lincoln,  informing,  '*  That  after 
every  effort  and  exertion,  made  by  a  handful  of  brave  troops, 
contending  with  nurnberlefshardfhtps  and  difficulties  (to  all 
which  they  mod  cheerfully  fubmitted)  we  were  reduced  to 
the  fad  neceflity  of  treating  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and 
according  to  terms  of  capitulation  ;"  which  terms  accompan- 
ied the  General's  letter. 

General  Lincoln  in  his  reply  to  the  Britifh  commander's 
fummons,  of  the  9th  infhnt,  to  furrender  Charlefton,  re- 
marked, "That  the  offers  of  capitulation,  then  made,  were 
inadmiflible,  and  propofed  others,  which  they  refufed." 
On  the  eleventh  of  the  month,  General  Lincoln  wrote  them, 
"  That  their  exceptions  to  the  articles  he  had  propofed  al 
they  principally  concerned  the  militia  and  citizens,  he  con- 
ceived were  fuch  as  could  not  be  concurred  with,  but  a  re- 
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cent  application  from  thofe  people  wherein  they  exprefs  jk     i7^°v 
willingnefs  to  comply  with  them,  and  a  wiftr,  on  his  part,  to    y  >    y  >«  ' 
leffen,  as  much  as  may  be,  the  diftreiTes  of  war  to  individu- 
als, lead  him  to  offer  his  acceptance."     The  town  was  ac- 
cordingly delivered  up,  and  Brigadier-General  Leflie  march- 
ed into  it  and  took  poffeiTion. 

The  following  particulars  relate  to  the  (lege. 

The  admiral  got  over  the  bar  the  20th  of  March,  by  means 
of  lightening  fome  of  his  fleet  of  their  guns,  water  and  pro- 
virions,  with  the  following  (hips,  viz.  Roebuck  or  44  guns* 
Sir  Andrew  Snape  Hammond,  with  the  Admiral  on  board.. 
Guns.  Guns.  GunsB 

Renown  30.  Richmond  32.  Blonde  32. 
Romulus  40.  Virginia  28.  Perfeus  20. 
Raleigh  32.  Camilla  20.  Loyalift  18. 
Aftive         10.     Keppel         16.     Germaine  14, 

The  landing  of  the  troops  at  Charlefton  neck  was  effec- 
ted nine  days  after  the  men  of  war  paffed  the  bar,  and  being 
ftrengthened  by  a  corps  from  Georgia,  under  Brigadier-Ge- 
neral Patterfon,  who  arrived  at  Aftiley  river,  over  which  the 
^rmy  palled  to  the  town  fide,  the  paffage  being  unoccupied. 
The  day  fucceeding  it,  the  army  moved  towards  Charlefton, 
[and  on  the  night  of  the  firft  of  April  broke  ground  within 
eight  hundred  yards  of  the  Carolina  works.  The  fhips  palled. 
Sullivan's  ifland  the  8th  (through  afevere  fire  in  which  they 
fuffered  much)  and  the  Admiral  with  his  (hips,  got  into 
Charlefton  harbour.  The  town,  the  next  day,  was  fummoned 
to  furrender.  General  Lincoln  returned  this  fpirired  anfwer  £ 
'  I  have  received  your  fumrnons  of  this  date — fixty  days  have 
paifed  fmce  it  has  been  known  that  your  intentions  againft 
this  town  were  hoftile,  in  which,  time  has  been  afforded  to 
abandon  it,  but  duty  and  inclination  points  out  the  propriety 
of  fupporting  it  to  the  laft  extremity."  Clinton  having  de- 
tached Lieutenant-Colonel  Webfter  with  one  thoufand  and 
four  hundred  men  to  break  in  upon  the  communication  with, 
the  country,  he  received  art  account  of  the  fuccefs  of 
Colonels  Tarlton  and  Fergufon  (part  of  Webfter's  divifion) 
Which  gave  command  of  the  country  to  Colonel  Webfter, 
and  threw  into  his  hands  great  fupplies  of  provifions.  All  ac- 
cefs  to  the  town  by  Cooper's-river  was  prevented,  the  enemy 
haying  defeated  the  Carolina  cavalry  that  p'oflefled  Biggin's- 
bridge  over  Cooper's  river.  FortMontrie,  on  Sullivan's-Ifl- 
and,  was  reduced  in  the  following  manner,  as  related  by  the 
Admiral,  "  The  intention  of  the  befieged  he  found  had  beeri 
chiefly  direaed  to  the  fouth  and  eaft  parts  of  the  fort,  which 
were  moft  open  to  attack,  but  the  weft:  fide  and  north-weft 
baftion  he  difcovered  had  been  negle&ei ;  he  therefore  de*. 
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1780.  terminedto  attempt  to  carry  the  fort  by  ftorm, under  cover  of 
\— y— *  the  fire  from  the  fhips  of  the  fquadron.  The  Captains  Hud* 
fon  and  Gambier,  and  Captain  Knowles,  agent  for  tranfports, 
with  two  hundred  feamen  and  marines  embarked  in  boats  ol 
the  fquadron  the  4th  in  the  night,  and  palling  by  the  forti 
unobferved,  landed  before  daylight  and  took  pofleffion  of  a 
redoubt  on  the  eaft  end  of  the  ifland,  whilft  boats  were  pre- 
paring to  carry  over  the  fame  number  of  feamen  from  Mount 
Pleafant  (in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sullivan's,  which  they  had 
previoufly  taken  poflefTion  of)  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
Ord.  On  the  whole,  being  ready*  and  the  {hips  only  waiting* 
for  the  tide  to  begin  the  attack,  the  fort  was  fummoned: 
by  Captain  Hudfon,  when  after  a  little  confideration  the 
garrifon  furrendered  themfelves  prifoners  of  war."  In  this 
enterprife,  by  the  Admiral's  account,  he  had  twenty  three  fea- 
men killed  and  twenty  eight  wounded.  Prifoners  taken  in 
the  fort  were,  continentals  one  hundred  and  eighteen,  militia 
one  hundred.  From  the  time  the  enemy  broke  ground  to 
the  time  Charlefton  furrendered  was  forty  two  days.  The; 
town  being  clofely  inverted  by  fea  and  land,  their  provifion 
almoft  exhaufted,  and  the  communication  with  the  country 
cut  off,  they  could  hold  out  no  longer,  having  fuftained  the 
fiege  with  great  fortitude  amidfl  numberlefs  difficulties. 
Return  of  the  killed  and  wounded  during  the  fiege,  conti-i 
nental  troops  eighty  nine,  including  one  Colonel  killed  and 
one  hundred  and  forty  wounded. 

Continental  troops,  prifoners  of  war  (including  fick  and 
wounded)  two  thoufand,  five  hundred  and  fixty  four;  befidesi 
thefe  a  number  of  feamen  fell  into  their  hands,  and  the  fol- 
lowing continental  veffels,  viz.  two  of  France,  28  guns, 
Providence  32,,  Bofton  32,  Ranger  20,  and  two  armed  French 
veffels. 

Sir  H.  Clinton's  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  his. 
troops,    Britifh,  German  and  Provincial  is  feventy  five  kill* 
ed,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty  nine  wounded.     Total  two I 
hundred  and  fixty  four,  which  exceeds  the  number  killed.^ 
and  wounded  of  the  befieged. 

A  few  days  after  the  furrender,  the  enemy's  grand  arfenal 
in  the  town  (wherein  were  the  arms  taken)  took  fire  and  blew  * 
up,  by  which  means  many  lives  were  loll. 

Lord  Cornwallis  had  command  of  the  corps  beyond  Coop- 
er's river,  and  difpatched  Colonel  Tarleton  into  the  backl 
country,  whofe  fuccefs  over  a  body  of  Carolina  horfe  (a  party 
under  Colonel  Banford  at  Lynch's  creek)  was  announced  by*: 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  the  army  under  his  command,  in 
Charleilon,  in  terms  of  high  fatisfaclion.  Though  it  was* 
attended  with  very  diftreffing  circuinllances  ;  and  one  him* 
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t 
drei  and feventy  cut  to  pieces  by  his  own  account,  as  appears      1780. 
by  his  orders  publifhed  at  Carolina  in  form  of  a  handbill,  and    ^-^— * f 
circulated  among  his  troops,  as  follows  : 

"Head  Quarters,  Charlejion  neck,  June  1,  1780. 

"  The  Commander  in  Chief  congratulates  the  army  on  the 
fuccefs  that  has  attended  the  corps  in  the  back  country,  un- 
der Lieutenant-General  Earl  Cornwallis. 

M  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tarleton,  with  the  corps  of  cavalry, 
and  with  the  infantry  of  the  legion  (mounted)  being  detach- 
ed by  his  Lordfhip,  reached  the  rebels,  after  a  march  of  near 
one  hundred  miles  in  two  days.  They  rejected  the  terms  on 
which  he  required  them  to  furrender,  and  were  in  confe- 
quence  attacked.  , 

"  One  hundred  and  feventy  were  cut  to  pieces,  and  the 
whole  cannon,  baggage,  colours,  &c.  of  the  corps  were  taken. 

"  The  General,  however  fmall  the  lofs  of  Britifh,  has 
been  compared  to  the  advantage  obtained,  cannot  mention  it 
without  concern,  two  officers  are  killed,  and  twenty  officers, 
non-commiffioned  officers,  or  privates,  wounded. " 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  leaves  Carolina  and  the  conduct,  qi  the 
war  there  to  Earl  Cornwallis,  and  embarked  for  his  head     June» 
quarters  at  New  York,  where  he  arrived  this  month. 

The  German  General,  Kniphaufen,  had  command  of  the 
troops  in  New  York  during  the  abfence  of  Sir  Henry,  and 
he  employed  a  part  of  them  in  ravaging  the  contiguous  State 
of  New  Jerfey. 

A  detached  party  of  them  crolTed  from  Staten  ifland  to 
Elizabethtown  point  and  proceeded  to  the  town  ;  they  ad- 
vanced to  Connecticut  farms  (fo  cailed)  burnt  the  Prefbyte- 
rian  church  and  thirteen  other  houfes,  and  murdered  the  lady 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Caldwell,  who  had  made  himfelf  obnoxious 
to  the  Royaiifts,  for  the  part  he  had  taken  in  the  conteft  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  America.  He  being  from  home, 
his  wife  fell  a  facrifice  to  their  refentment.  This  a£t.  of  cru- 
elty is  thus  related  by  a  gentleman  at  Morriftown.  "  Soon 
after  their  poflefling  themfelves  of  the  neighbourhood,  a  fol- 
dier  came  to  the  houfe,  and  putting  his  gun  to  the  window  of 
the  room  where  the  worthy  woman  was  fitting  (with  her 
children  and  a  maid  with  an  infant  in  her  arms  along  fide  of 
fcer)  he  (hot  her  through  the  lungs  dead  on  the  fpot.  Soon 
after,  an  officer,  with  two  Heflians  came  and  ordered  a  hole 
to  be  dug,  and  her  body  to  be  thrown  in,  and  the  houfe  to 
be  fet  on  fire."  At  the  earneft  requeft  of  an  officer  of  the  * 
new  levies  it  is  faid,  thecorpfe  was  removed  before  the  houfe 
was  fired.  It  is  obferved  by  the  reporter  of  thb  barbarity, 
"  That  the  only  comfort  arifing  to  this  affiled  family  is. 
that  the  wretch  who  a&ed  as  the  executioner  of  this  murder- 
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1780.  ed  lady  (who  from  her  excellent  character  deferved  abetter 
*— «y— /  fate;  did  his  bufinefs  fo  effectually  that  (he  loft  her  life  with- 
out diilrefs  or  pain.  A  worthy  man,  who  for  four  years  paft, 
devoted  himfelf  to  the  fervice  of  his  country  is  thus  left  with 
nine  fmall  children,  deftitute  of  even  a  fhift  of  clothes  to  com- 
fort them.*' 

TJn  the  month  of  September  following,  Mr.  Caldwell 
publifhed  the  proofs  ot  this  cruel  affair  attefted  before  Magif- 
trates  on  oath  by  fundry  perfons.  Two  of  the  witneffes  who 
depofed  were  in  the  room  with  Mrs.  Caldwell  and  faw  her 
fall  back  and  expire  immediately  after  the  report  of  the  gun ; 
one  of  them,  Catherine  Benwood  lived  in  the  family.  Mr. 
Caldwell  fays,  as  the  murder  was  a  violation  of  every 
tender  feeling,  fo  it  was  in  open  day  unprovoked,  deliberate 
and  not  fo  much  as  frowned  upon  by  thofe  in  command  [fee 
New  jferfty  Journal  J]  It  was  the  fate  alfo  of  Mr.  Cald- 
well to  be  murdered  two  years  after,  viz.  January,  1782,  by 
|bme  ruffians.] 

A  letter  from  General  Wafhington,  dated  at  Whippany, 

JUM2$,  lhis  ejay^  gives  information,  "That  the  23d  the  enemy  mov- 
ed in  force  from  Elizabethtown  towards  Springfield.  They 
were  oppofed  with  great  conduct  and  fpirit  by  Generals 
Greene  and  Dickinfon  with  the  Continental  troops  and  fuch 
of  the  militia  as  were  affembled  ;  but  with  their  fuperiori- 
ty  of  numbers,  they  gained  Springfield.  Having  burnt  the 
village,  they  returned  the  fame  day  to  their  former  pofition. 
In  the  night  they  abandoned  it,  and  croifed  over  to  Staten 
llland  and  took  up  their  bridge." 

July*  About  the  middle  of  this  month  a  confiderable  armament, 

naval  and  military,  arrived  at  Newport  from  Breft. 

The  fleet  commanded  by  Admiral  de  Ternay,  confiding  of 
eleven  (hips  of  war,  viz.  two  of  eighty  guns,  one  of  feventy- 
four,  five  of  fixty-four,  one  of  forty,  one  hofpital  fli.ip  pierced 
for  fixty-four  guns,  one  bomb  veffel,  with  a  number  of  tranf- 
ports,  having  on  board  fix  thoufand  troops,  under  command 
of  General  Count  Rochambeau,  difpatched  by  the  Court  of 
Trance,  to  a£f.  in  concert  with  the  forces  of  the  United 
States. 

In  England  they  were  apprized  of  this  armament  being 
bound  for  America,  and  Admiral  T.  Greaves  was  difpatched 
■with  fome  {hips  ot  the  line,  to  intercept  them,  but  not  meet- 
ing them,  he  joined  Admiral  Arbuthnot  at  New  York. 
They  appealed  off  Newport  harbour  fome  days  after  the 
French  fleet  arrived  in  order  to  block  them  in,  and  inter- 
cept a  fecond  divifion,  which,  it  was  rumoured,  was  on  their 
paffage  to  the  fame  port.  After  waiting  about  twenty  days 
^vithout  fuccefs  the  Britifh  fleet  returned  to  New  York. 
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The  term  of  three  years,  for  which  many  of  the  Conti-      1780. 
nenial    troops   had    enlifted,    having  nearly  expired,    the    *    v    * 
refpeclive  States  of  the  Union  were  called  on  to  furnifh 
«ach  their  quota  of  new  enliflments. 

Some  ladies  of.  Philadelphia  fet  an  example  to  others  of 
their  fex,  of  love  to  their  country  and  compaflion  to  their 
fuffering -brethren  in  the  field,  by  engaging  in  the  benevo- 
lent work  ot   raifing  contributions  among  themfelves  and 
stimulating  others  to  do  it,  for  the  purpofe  of  affording  a 
temporary  relief,  for  the  troops  on  fervice  in  that  vicinity 
who  were   deftitute  of  many  neceffaries.     They  were  fuc- 
:efsful  in  their  labours  of  love,  and  beftowed  on  the  foldiers 
:heir  free-will   offerings.      Thefe  are  fuch  expreflions  of 
dndnefs  and  delicate  fenfations  as  ought  to  be  recorded  to 
he  honour  of  the  American  ladies.     It  is  a  pleating  prof- 
beet.,  "  When  the  men  are  valiant,  and  the  women  kind." 
I    In  addition  to  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs,  in  May  18th,  Augujl4*^ 
778,   relative  to  the  army,  they   refolved  this  day,  "  That 
he  refolution  of  the  1,5th  day  of  May,  1778,  granting  half 
ay  \or  fev en  years,  to  the  officers  of  the  army,  who  mould 
ontinue  in  fervice  to  the  end  of  the  war,  be  extended  to  the 
idows  of  thofe  officers  who  have  died  or  may  hereafter  die 
1  the  fervice  ;  to  commence  from  the  time  of  fuch  officers' 
eath;  and   continue  for  the  ternr  of  feven  years.     Or  if 
ere  be  no  widow,  or  in  cafe  of  her  death  or  intermarriage 
e  faid  half  pay,  be  given  to  the  orphan  children  of  the  ot- 
ter, dying  as  aforefaid,  if  he  fhall  have  left  any.  And  that  it 
e  recommended  to  the  legiflatures  of  the  refpe&ive  States, 
>  which  fuch  officers  belong  to  make  provifion  for  paying 
le  fame  on  account  of  the  United  States." 
General  Gates,  having  now  command  of  the  Continentals 
1  South  Carolina,  he  began  his  operations  there,  very  un- 
iccefsfully ;  of   which  he  informed  the  Prefident  of  Con- 
efs,  in  a  letter,  dated  Hillfborough,  Auguft  20. 
"  In  the  deepeft  diftrefs  and  anxiety  of  mind,  I  am  obliged 
1    acquaint  your  Excellency  with  the  defeat  of  the  troops 
ider  my  command.     I  arrived  with  the  Maryland  line,  the 
tillery,  and  the  North  Carolina  militia,  on   the  13th  in  ft. 
Rugely,  thirteen  miles  from   Camden  ;    took  pott  there, 
d  was  next   day  joined  by  General  Stevens,   with  feven 
indred  militia  from  Virginia;  Colonel  Sumpter,  who  was 
the  Waxaws  with  four  hundred  South  Carolina 'militia, 
i,  the  Sunday  before,  killed  and  taken  near  three  hundred 
the  enemy,  who  were  potted  at  the  Hanging  UocK  This, 
d  other  ttrokes  upon  the  enemy's  advanced  potts,  occafion- 
their  calling  in  all  their  out-potts  to  Camden.     The  1,5th, 
d3y- light,  I  reinforced  Col,  Sumpter   with  three  hundred 
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1780,  North  Carolina  militia,  one  hundred  of  the  Maryland  line, 
*— y*—^  and  two  three-pounders  from  the  artillery,  having  previouf- 
\f  ordered  him  down  from  the  Waxaws,  and  directed,  as 
foon  as  the  reinforcements  joined  him,  that  he  mould  pro- 
ceed down  the  Wateree,  oppofite  to  Camden,  intercept  any  j 
ifcres  coming  to  the  enemy,  and  particularly  the  troops  from 
Ninety-Six,  who  were  likewife  withdrawn  from  that  poft. ; 
This  was  well  executed  by  Col.  Sumpter. 

M  Having  communicated  my  plan  to  the  general  officers,  I 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  15th  inftant,  it  was  refolvedto  march, | 
at  ten  at  night,  to  take  poft  in  a  very  advantageous  fituation, 
with  a  deep  creek  in  front,  feven  miles  from  Camden  ;  the 
heavy  baggage,  &c.  being  ordered  to  march  immediately  by 
the  Waxaw  road.     At  ten  the  army  began  to  march  in  the 
following  order:  Colonel  Armand's  legion  in    front,  fup-  ■&< 
ported  on  both  flanks  by  Colonel  Potterfield's  regiment,  and 
the  light-infantry  of  the  militia,  the  advanced  guard  of  in- 
famy, the  Maryland  line  with  their  artillery  in  front  of  the 
brigades,  the  North  Carolina  militia,  the  Virginia  militia,  |i 
the   artillery,  &c.   and  the  rear  guard.     Having  marched 
above  five  miles,  the  legion  was  charged  by  the  enemy's  ca-i 
valry,  and  well  fupported  on  the  flanks  as  they  were  ordered,, 
by  Colonel   Potterfield,  who  beat  back  the  enemy's  horfe, 
and  was  himfell  unfortunately  wounded  ;  but  the  enemy  'si 
infantry  advancing,   with   a  very  heavy  fire,  the  troops  inji' 
front  gave  way  to  the  firft  Maryland  brigade,  and  a  contuiion:  if 
enfued,  which  took  fome  time  to  regulate.     At  length,  the  >n 
army  was  ranged  in  line  of  battle,  in  the  following  order,,  Mi 
General  Gift's  brigade  upon  the  right,  with  his  right  clofe  top 
a  fwamp,  the  North  Carolina  militia  in  the  center,  and  the  fct 
Virginia   militia,  with  the  light  infantry  and  Potterfield's  fti 
corps,  upon  the  left ;  the  artillery  divided  to  the  brigades,  »d 
and  the  firft  Maryland  brigade  as  a  corps  de  referve,  and  tow 
cover  the  cannon  in  the  road,  at  a  proper  diftance  in  the  rear,  w 
Colonel  Armand's  corps  were  ordered  to  the  left,  to  fupportp, 
the  left  flank  and  oppofe  the  enemy's  cavalry.     At  day  lightfc 
the  enemy  attacked  and  drove  in  our  light  party  in  front, |M 
when  I  ordered  the  left  to  advance  and  attack  the  enemy  ;jN 
but  to  my  aftonifhment,  the  left  wing  and  North  Carolina m 
militia  gave  way.     General  Gafwell  and  myfelf,  affifted  by.K 
2  number  of  officers,  did  all  in  our  power  to  rally  the  brok-pi 
en  troops,  but  to  no  purpofe  ;  for  the  enemy  coming  roundpe 
ihe  left  flank  of  the  Maryland  divifion,  completed  the  routp 
of  the  whole   militia,  who    left  the  Continentals  to  oppofeN 
the  enemy's  whole  force.     I  endeavoured,  with  Generalptii 
Gafweli,  to  rally  the  militia  at  fome  diftance,  on  an  advan-f  er 
tageous  pie£e  of  ground,  but  the  enemy's  cavalry  continuedwi 
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to  harrafs  their  rear,  they  ran  like  a  torrent,  and  bore  all  be-      1780. 
fore  them.     Hoping  yet,  that  a  few  miles  in  the  rear,  they    v    *?*** 

ight  recover  from  their  panic,  and  again  be  brought  into 
wder;  1  continued  my  endeavour,  but  this  likewife  proved 
in  vain. 

The  militia  having  taken  to  the  woods,  in  all  directions* 

concluded  with  General  Gafweil  to  retire  towards  Char- 
otte.  I  got  here  late  laft  night,  but  reflecting  that  there 
vas  no  profpeft  of  collecting  a  force  at  that  place,  adequate 
o  the  defence  of  the  country,  I  proceeded  with  all  poflible 
lifpatch  hither,  to  endeavour  to  fall  upon  fome  plan  of  def- 
ence, in  conjunction  with  the  Legiflative  body  of  the  State. 

fhali  immediately  difpatch  a  flag  to  Lord  Cornwallis,  to 
Lnow  the  fituation  of  our  wounded,  and  the  number  and 
ondkion  oi  the  prifoners  in  his  hands. 

The  30th  of  the  month  he  writes  General  WauVmgton,  as 
ollows  : 

^  Since  my  public  letter  to  Congrefs,  I  have  been  able  to 

olleft  authentic  returns  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  miffing 

i  f  the  officers  of  the  Maryland  line,  Delaware  regiment,  ar- 

Uerifts,  and   thofe  of  the  legion  under  Colonel  Armand. 

'hey  are  enclofed. 

41  The  militia  broke  fo  early  in  the  day  and  fcattered  in  fo 

lany  directions  upon  their  retreat  that  very  few   have  fallen 

i  lto  the  hands  of  the  enemy.     By  the  firmnefs  and  bravery 

If  the  Continental  troops,  the  victory  is  far  from  bloodlefs 

1  n  the  part  of  the  foe,  they  having  upwards  of  five  hundred 
|q  ien,  with  officers  in  proportion,  killed  and  wounded.  Lord 
,  (  ornwallis  remained  with  his  army  at  Camden  when  I  re- 
|  rived  the  laft  accounts  from  thence.     Two  days  after  the 

Sion  of  the  16th,  fortune  feemed  determined  to  continue 

u  >  diftrefs  us ;    for  Colonel  Sumpter,  having  marched  near 

J  ]  >rty  miles  up  the  river  Wateree,  halted  with  the  waggons 

»•  id  prifoners,  he  had  taken  on  the  15th,     By  fome  indifcre- 

:  an,    the  men  were  furprifed,  cut  ofF  from  their  arms,  ths 

2  hole  routed,  and  the  waggons  and  prifoners  retaken.  Col- 
Jj  id  Sumpter,  fince  his  furprife  and  defeat  up  the  weft  fide 
J  the  Wateree,  has  reinftated  and  increased  his  corps  to 
"  '..  wards  of  one  thoufand  men.     I  have  directed  him  to  con- 

u  we  to  harrafs  the  enemy  upon  that  fide ;  Lord  Cornwallis 
i  ill  therefore  be  cautious  how  he  makes  any  confiderable 
1  ovement  to  the  eaftward,  while  this  corpfe  remain  in  force 
J  »on  his  left  flank,  and  the  main  army  is  in  a  manner  can- 
J  ned  in  his  front.  Anxious  for  the  public  good.  I  (hall 
j  intinue  my  unwearied  endeavour  to  Hop  the  progrefs  of 
1  e  enemy,  to  reinftate  our  affairs,  to  re-commence  an  oF- 
j  nfive  war,  and  recover  our  loiTes  in  the  fotuhern  States." 
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1780.  Return  of  the  Continental  officers  killed,  wounded,  cap- 
V  v  9  tivated  and  miffing,  makes  the  whole  number  to  be  fortyi 
eight.  Among  the  killed,  is  Baron  de  Kalb,  a  Major- Gen- 
eral ;  while  leading  on  the  Maryland  and  Delaware  troops, 
he  was  pierced  with  many  wounds  and  foon  after  expired.  J?1 
He  was  a  brave  officer,  a  Knight  of  the  order  of  military 
merit,  and  a  Brigadier  of  the  armies  of  France. 

Seven  hundred  non  commiffioned  officers  and  foldiers  o 
the  Maryland  divifion  rejoined  the  army.  General  Gates' 
command  in  thefe  a&ions  were  faid  to  confift  of  three  thou 
fand,  of  which  number  were  only  nine  hundred  Continenta 
regulars.  The  Royalifts  under  Lord  Cornwallis  were  up 
wards  of  thirty-two  hundred  and  a  great  part  of  them  regular 
troops.. 

By  the  following  paragraph  in  Lord  Gornwallis's  letter  to| 
Lord  George  Germaine,  giving  an  account  of  his  viftory^l 
we  find  him  elated  with  fuccefs,  that  he  determined  to  pufljl 
on,  and  attempt  the  reduction  of  North  Carolina. 

"On  the  17th  of  Auguft,  I  difpached  proper  people  toj 
North  Carolina,  with  directions  to  our  friends  there,  to  take 
arras,  and  aflemble  immediately,  and  to  feize  the  moft  violent* 
people,  and  all  military  ftores  and  magazines,  belonging  td| 
the  rebels,  and  to  intercept  all  ftraglers  from  the  routed  army ;  T" 
and  I  have  promifed  to  march  without  lofs  of  time  to  their  yC 
fupport.  Some  neceffary  fupplies  for  the  army  are  now  on  c 
their  way  from  Charlefton,  and  I  hope  that  their  arrival  will  . 
enable  me  to  move  in  a  few  days." 
Sept.  26.  Weft  Point  (on  the  Highlands  on  the  weft  fide  of  Hudfon's  .l ™ d| 
River,  the  paflage  of  communication  between  New  YorlS" 
and  Canada)  called  "  The  Key  of  New  York  River,"  aboujL™ 
fixty  miles  from  New  York  city ,;  an  important  poft  occupied  f  l( 
by  the  Continentals,had  been  an  objec\the  reduction  of  which,  ,, 
by  force,  had  been  attempted  by  the  Royalifts,  and  mifcar-  J01 
ried.  It  was  attempted  again,  but  in  a  different  way,  by  the  ;  ,!si 
arts  of  bribery  and  corruption.  This  alfo  failed,  and  opened  / 
a  fcene  of  the  blacked  villainy.  ; '"    l]i 

His  Excellency  General  Washington  being  on  a  journey  ?et ; 
to  Connecticut  on  continental  bufinefs  of  importance,  Ma-  pllh 
jor-General  Greene,  who  had  command  of  the  army  in  his 
abfence,  informed  them  in  his  orders  of  the  26th  ot  Septem-  lj 
ber,  that"Treafon  of  the  blacked  die  was  yefterday  difcov-  k 
ered.  General  Arnold  who  commanded  at  Weft  Point,  loft  *fl\ 
to  every  fentiment  of  honour,  ot  private  and  public  obliga- 
tion, was  about  to  deliver  up  that  important  poft  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  Suci1  an  event  muft  have  given  the 
American  caufe  a  dangerous  if  not  a  fatal  wound;  happily  the 
ftreafon  has  been  timely  difcovercd,  to  prevent  the  fatal  nim 
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fortune.  The  providential  train  of  circumftanceS  which  led 
o  it,  affords  the  moft  convincing  proofs  that  the  liberties  ot 
America  are  the  object  of  divine  protection.  At  the  fame 
ime  that  the  treafon  is  to  be  regretted,  the  General  can- 
lot  help  congratulating  the  army  on  the  happy  difcovery. 
Our  enemies  defpairing  oi  carrying  their  point  by  force, are 
)ra£f.ifing  every  bafe  art  to  effecl:  it  by  bribery  and  corrup- 
ion  that  they  cannot  accomplish  in  a  manly  way.  Great 
lonour  is  due  to  the  American  army  that  this  is  the  fi'rft  in- 
fance  of  treafon  of  the  kind,  where  many  were  to  be  expect-  . 

%.d  from  the  nature  of  the  difpute,  and  nothing  is  fo  bright 
in  ornament  in  the  charaftej:  of  the  American  foldiers,  as 
heir  having  been  proof  againft  all  the  arts  and  feduclions 
f  an  invidious  enemy.  Arnold  has  made  his  efcape  to  the 
memy,  but  Major  Andre,  the  Adjutant-General  in  the  Britifti 
rmy,  who  came  out  as  a  fpy  to  negotiate  the  bufinefs,  is  our 
)rifoner," 

A  very  minute  detail  of  this  black  tranfacHon,  was  publifh-  OBobetk 
:d  as  contained  in  a  letter  from  a  gentleman,*'  dated  "  Tap- 
>an,  Oclober  2d,  1780,"  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  "  He  [Ar- 
old]  began  his  negotiations  with  the  enemy  to  deliver  up 
Weft  Point  to  them,  long  before  he  was  invefted  with  the 
ommand,  and  whilft  he  was  ftill  in  Philadelphia  ;  after 
vhich  he  folicited  the  command  of  that  poft  [upon  General 
vl'Dougal,  who  commanded  there,  being  chofen  a  member 
f  Congrefs]  for  the  oftenfible  reafon  that  the  wound  in  his 
eg  incapacitated  him  for  an  active  command  in  the  fields 
t  was  granted  him  on  the  6th  of  Auguft  laft  ;  fince  which 
e  has  been  as  affiduous  as  poflible  in  ripening  his  plans,  but 
tie  various  pofitions  the  army  aflumed,  prevented  their  being 
ut  in  execution. 

"  On  the  night  of  the  2ift  ult.  he  had  an  interview  with 
*lajor  Andre,  the  Adjutant- General  of  the  BritiQi  army0 
r'his  gentleman  came  on  fhore  from  the  Vulture  man  of  war^ 
/hich  lay  not  far  from  PaHer's  Point,  to  a  place  on  the  banks 
f  the  river  near  to  the  Haverftraw  Mountains,  where  he 
net  Arnold,  who  conducled  him  to  the  houfe  of  Jofhua 
Smith  (the  white  houfe)  within  our  lines,  and  only  two 
niles  from  Stonev  Point.  They  arrived  in  the  houfe  juft 
efore  day,  and  ftayed  there  until  the  next  moiriing,  wheri 
wlajor  Andre  became  extremely  folicitous  to  return  by  the 
/ay  he  came,  but  that  was  impollible^  for  the  two  men  who 
\rnold  and  Smith  had  feduced  to  bring  him  on  fhore,  refuf- 
d  to  carry  him  back  ;  it  then  was  abfolurely  neeeflary  he 

*  Said  to  have  been  written  by  a  General,  who  holds  an 
niportant  poJltat  prefent,  under  the  Federal  Government. 
Z 


194  An  Hijlorical  Journal  of 

1780.      mould  return  to   New  York  by  land.      He    changed  his 
v — y*-J    drefs  and  name,  and  thus  difguifed,  paiFed  our  pofts  at  Stoney    )r, 
and  Verplank  Points,  on  the  22d   uh.   in  company  with  the 
fciid  Joihua  Smith   brother  to  William  Smith,   Efq.  chief 
]v  ft.ce  within  the  Britilh  lines  ;   he  lodged  that  night  at  Clan, 
Foai  with  Smith,  and  in  the  morning  left  Smith,  and  took 
the  road  to  T-;rrytown,  where  he  wasAaken  by  fo me  militia 
iads  aboLU   fifteen  miles  from   King's  bridge.       He  offered 
them  any  ftim  of  money,  and  goods,  if  they  would  pemit  him 
to  efcape  ;.but  they  readily  declined,  and  molt  inflexibly  ad-; 
hered  to  it;  that   ten   thoufand  guineas,   or  any  other  furnri 
would  be  no   temptation    to   them.*     It  was  owing  to  this  | 
virtue,  as  glorious  to  America,   as  Arnold's  apoftacy  is    dif- j 
graceful,  that  his  abominable  crimes  were  difcovered.     The;f 
lads  in  fearching  him,  ["Andre^  found  concealed    under  hist 
ftockings in  his  boots,,  papers  of  the  higheft  importance,  viz  J 
a  pafs  from    General  Arnold  to  John  Anderfon   (the  name 
Major  Andre  had  aflumed) — artillery  orders  of   September 
5th— eftimate  of  the  forces  at  Weft  Point  in  September — 
eftimate  of  men  to  man  the  works — return  of  ordnance    in 
September — remarks  on  the  works  at  Weft  Point,  Sec. 

*'  Befides  which,  it  appears  that  Arnold  had  carried  with 
him  to  the  interview,  a  general  plan  of  Weft  Point  and  its  Ljj, 
vicinity,  and  allythe  works;  and  a!fo  particular  plans  of  each 
work  on  a  large' fcale — all  elegantly  drawn  by  the  engineer 
at  that  poll.  But  thefe  were  not  delivered  to  Major  Andre, 
and  from  their  requiring  much  time  to  copy,  it  is  fuppofed  ^i 
they  were  not  to  be  delivered  until  fome  future  period. 

"From  fomecircumftances,it  appears  that  it  was  not  Arnold's 
intention  to  have  deferted,   but  that  he  meant  to  be  taken  at 
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his  poft,  which,  from  his  diftribution  of  the  troops  it  was  very.j  f0p[;e. 
eafy  to  have  feized.  _  ^ 

"  His  Excellency  the  General,  on  his  return  to  camp,  deter-  ^< 


mined  to  vifit  Weft  Point,  and  in  purfuance  of  that  plan  was  [m^ 
viewing  fome  redoubts  which  lay  in  his  way  to  Arold's  quar- 
ters.    He  had  lent  out  fervants  there,  and  Major  Shaw,  «&iid 
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*  John  Paulding,  David  Williams,  and  Ifaac  Van  Vert, 
were  ike  lads  who  intercepted  Major  Andre,  and  fo  nobly  re- 
fufed  his  bribes.  Congrefs  kaving  a  high  fenfe  of  their  vir- 
tuous conducl,  crdered  that  each  of  them  receive,  annually,  y^V 
out  of  the  public  Trea/ury,  two  hundred  dollars,  in  fpecie, 
or  an  equivalent  in  the  Continental  money,  during  life.  And 
that  a  fiver  medal,  on  one  fide-  of  which' Jhall  be  ajhield  zuith 
this  infenption,  "  FIDELITY  f  and  on  the  other,  the  follow 
ing  matlo,  "  Vincit  Amor  Patriot"  to  be  prefented  to  them 
by  the  Commander  in  chief. 
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►r.  M'Henry  had  arrived,  and  were  at  breakfaft  with  tlie      178c 
aitor,    when  he  received  intelligence  by  letter  that  Andre    < — y— ' 
as  taken;  his   confufion  was  vifible,   but  no  perfon  could 
svife  the  caufe.     He  hurried  to  his  barge   with  the  utmoft 
recipitation,   after  having    left  word  that  "  He  was  going 
ver  to  Weft  Point,  and  mould  be  back  immediately" — tins 
as  about  ten  in  the  morning  of  the  25th  ult. 
"  The  General  proceeded  to  view  the   works,  wondering 
here  Arnold  could  be  ;  but  about  four  o'clock  in  the   ar- 
■  ?rnoon  he  was  undeceived  by  an  exprefs  with   the   papers, 
ken  on  Andre.     The  apoftate  at   this  time  was   on  board 
le  Vulture,  which  lay  about  five  or  fix  miles  below  Stoney 
id  Virplank's   Points*     Major  Andre  was  brought  to  the 
enerai  at  Well  Point,  and  from  thence  has  bacn  brought 
this  camp.     A  board  of  general  officers   have   examined 
to  his  cafe,  and  upon  his  own  mo  ft  candid  conteffion,  were 
^opinion,  that  he  was  a  fpy,   and  according  to  the  cuitorn 
d  ufages  of  nations,  he  ought   to   fufter  de^th  ;  and  about 
vo   hours  ago  he    was  execi'ted.     This  gentleman   was  in 
e  higheft  degree  of  reputation  in  the  Biifiih  army,  of  the 
oft  poiite  and  accomplished  manners,  extremely  beloved  by 
r  Henry  Clinton.      His  deportment  while  a  prifoner  was 
ndid  and   dignified.     He  requefted  no  favour,  but   to  die 
e  death  of  a  foidier,  and  not  on  a  gibbet.     Rigourous  p'ol- 
y  forbid  granting  a  favour,  which  at  nVft  flafh  ieems  imrna- 
ial.     Our  army    fympathize  in  the   misfortunes   of  this 
'kejter field  qfjhe  day.     Bur  had  he  poiTeiTed  a  portion  of  all 
re  Kings  on  earth,  juftice  and  policy  would  have  dictated 
s  death.     The  enemy,  from,  hints  that  fome  of  the  officers 
opped,  appeared  to  be  inclined  to  deliver  Arnold  into  our 
mds  for  Major  Andre,  but  they  have  fince  declared  it  was 
■•  npoffible.     If  it  could  have  been  effecled.  our  defire  to  get   , 
iS  .mold  would  have  rendered  the  exchange  eafy  on  our  part. 
i  he  Britifh  army  were  in  the  utmoft  aiiliciion  on  the  account 
i  F  Major  Andre,  and  have  fent  repeated  flags  on  the  fubjeet. 
'efterday  they  fent  General  Robertfon,.  Andrew  Eiiot  and 
I  William  Smith,  Efquires  ;  the  two  latter  were  not  permitted 
i )  land.     General  Greene  met  General  Robertfon  ;  he  had 
'■  pthing  material  to  urge,  but  that  Andre  had  come  on  more 
"  nder  the  fanclion  of  a  ftag,  and  therefore  could  not  be  con- 
A  deied  ss  a  fpy.     But  this  is  not  true.     He  came  at  night, 
\  ad  no  flag,  and  on  bufmefs  totally  incompatible  with   the, 
'ature  of  a  flag.      He  alfo  faid,  "they  fhould  retaliate  on 
-■  )me  people  in  New  York  and  Charlefton  ;  but  he  was  told 
:  iat  fuch  convei  fation   could   neither  be  heard  nor  under- 
ood,     After  which  he  urged  the  releafe  of  Andre  on  mo- 
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1780.     tives  of  humanity,  and  becaufe  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  muc] 

*     V  ,J    attached  to   him. 

The  author  of  the  foregoing  letter  concludes  it  with   fay 
ing,  *'  I  have  been  particular  in  this  narration,  not  knowing 
what  ilrange  ftories  you  will  have  on  the  fubjecL" 

The  court  martial,  for  trial  of  Major  Andre,  confided  of 
thirteen  General  officers.  Major- General  Greene  Prefidentj 
and  John  Lawrence,  Efq.  Advocate  General. 

Arnold,  for  a  pecuniary  reward,  betrayed  his  trufh  Ha  othc 
would  have  facrificed  the  lives  of  his  countrymen,  and  by] 
delivery  of  the  fortrefs,  doue  irreparable  injury  to  his  coun* 
try;  but  all  gracious  heaven  interpofed,  and  prevented  his 
nefarious  defigns  taking  effecl.  Though  he  efcaped  the  ttrat 
punifhment  he  deierved,  by  a  flight  to  the  enemy,  yet  he 
cannot  efcape  the  remonftrances  of  his  conlcience,  whictj 
perhaps,  in  fome  period  of  his  life,  may  give  him  feverer 
pain  than  any  bodily  infliction;  Nor  will  the  infamy  he 
hath  brought  on  his  character,  ever  be  effaced. 

Befides  the  money  he  had,  or  was  to  receive  from  the  en- 
emy, it  is  probable  he  was  actuated  partly  by  a  fpirit  of  re- 
venge in  this  ignominious  tranfaclion,  from  the  following:  entit 
circurnftances  which  have  been  related.  He  was  cenfured 
for  his  mal-pract ices  at  Philadelphia,  after  the  Britifh  force 
had  evacuated  it  in  177b'.  He  was  impeached  by  the  execu- 
tive council  of  that  city,  and  tried  by  a  court  martial  arfihi 
Morriffown  ;  and  though  found  guilty  of  fome  of  the  charg- 
es, fo  tender  were  they  of  him,  that  he  was  only  reprimand*! 
ed  by  the  commander  in  chief.  He  was  accufed  of  com- 
mitting depredations  on  private  property,  and  felling  large, 
quantities  of  goods  at  private  fale,  through  his  agents.  He 
was.convicled  of  granting  a  pafs  contrary  to  general  orders*, 
to  favour  a  fcheme  of  fpeculation,  and  employing  waggons 
for  his  own  private  ufe  at  improper  times. 

OB,  6.  Henry  Laurens,  Efq.  late  Pretident  of  Congrefs  (taken 
on  his  paifage  to  Holland]  was  committed  to  the  tower  oj 
London,  by  a  warrant  of  this  date,  figned  by  the  three  prin 
cipal  Secretaries  of  State,  Stormont,  Hillfborough  and  Ger 
maiue  ;  directed  to  Charles  Earl  Cornwallis,  conffable  of  the 
tower,  and  his  deputy.  He  is  committed  till  further  orders  on 
fufpicion  of  treafon,  in  the  revolted  colonies. 

Jn  this  month,  a  new  arrangement  of  the  continental  army, 
was  refolved  on  by  Congrefs. 

The  regular  army  of  the  United  States,  from  and  after  the 
firft  day  of  January,  1781,  to  con  fill  of   four  tegiments  o 
cavalry,  or  light  dragoons,  four  regiments  of  artillery,  forty 
njne  regiments  of   infantry,  exclufive  of  Colonel,  Hazen's 
palled,    "  1  he  Congrefs'  own  regiment"— one  regiment  o 
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rtificers.  The  refpe£tive  States  to  iurniih  their  quotas  as 
proportioned  by  Congrefs.  That  no  new  appointments  of 
he  States,  to  command  the  regiments,  be  made  of  a  higher 
ank  than  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  Commandant.  And  as  by 
he  foregoing  arrangement  many  deferving  officers  may  be- 
:ome  fupernumerary,  Congrefs  refolved, 

**  That  alter  the  reform  of  the  army  takes  place,  the  offi- 
ers  fhall  be  entitled  to  half  pay  for  feven  years,  in  fpecie,  or 
ther  current  money  equivalent ;  and  to  have  grants  of  land 
t  the  clofe  of  the  year,  agreeable  to  the  refolution  of  the 
16th  of  September,  1776." 

Some  days  after  the  above  refolves,  Congrefs  made  an  al- 
eration,  and  in  Head  of  the  four  regiments  of  cavalry,  re- 
solved, 

"  That  there  be  four  legionary  corps,  confiding  partly  of 
nounied  dragoons,  and  two  troops  of  difmounted  dragoons, 
hat  there  be  two  partizan  corps,  confilfing  of  mounted  and 
liimounted  dragoons,  one  of  which  corps  to  be  commanded 
>y  Colonel  Armand,  and  the  other  by  Major  Lee.  The  of- 
icers  who  continue  in  fervice  to  the  end  of  the  war  to  be 
mtitled  to  half  pay  during  life,  to  commence  from  the  time 
f  the  reduction. 

An  officer  of  diftinclion  in  the  Continental  army,  gives      OB.  20. 
he   following  relation  of    an   aclion  between  General  Van 
jtenfeiaer,  and  Sir  John  Jubnfon  : 

"  General  Van  Kenlelaer,  with  the  militia,  and  the  new 
evies,  under  Colonel  Du  Bois,  engaged  the  enemy  under 
Sir  John  Johnfon,  yefferday  morning,  at  Fox's  Mills,  Try- 
m- county  ;  and  after  a  very  fevere  aclion  of  three  quarters  of 

1  an  ho«r,  forced  them  to  give  way,  and  crofs  the  river,  leaving 
fheir  plunder,  baggage,  and  piifoners  behind  them,  an  hour's 

l  light  would  have  given  us  Hie  whole  party.     The  aclion  was 
general  and  vigorous.  Colonel  Brown  was  killed  in  lkirmifh- 

::  ing  the  fore  part  of  the  day.     The  country  is  defolated  from 
Fort-Hunter  up  to  Stone-Arabia,  and  in  part  of  it,  the  grain 

.  and   forage  all  deftroyed."     The  above  party  alfo  deftroyed 

f  Sckolarie ;   the  inhabitants  got  into  the  fort,  who,   with  the 

i  Igarrifon,  are  fafe. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  having  appoinied  Brigadier-General 
Lellie  to  command  an  expedition  to  Chefapeak;  he  pro- 
ceeded with  the  troops  deftined  for  that  fervice,  invaded 
Virginia,  and  endeavoured  to  effabliih  a  poft  tlierc. 

'Governour  Jefferlon  of  Viiginia,  in  a  letter  from  Rich- 
mond, congratulates  Congrefs  "  On  the  fmall  dawn  of  good 

v  fortune  winch  at.  length  appeared  in  the  fou'h,"  of  which  he 
was  informed  by  difpatches  from  Geneial  Gate* containing 
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the  account  of  fome  fucceffes  in  that  quarter,  after  the  unfoft 
tunate  aclion  near  Camden. 

Colonel  Clark  with  one  hundred  riflemen  forced  his  way* 
through  South  Carolina  to   Georgia  ;    on  his  route  thither 
being  joined  by  feven  hundred  men,  he  proceeded  to    the,  ^de 
town  of  Augujta  and  took  it ;  but  not  finding  it  prudent  t6  'M 
continue  there,   he  retreated  to  the  upper  part  of  South  Ca- 
rolina in  Ninety-Six  diftricl,  and  made  a  Hand  with  eight 
hundred  men. 
OB.  7.       "  Colonel  William  Campbell   defeated  Major  Fergufonj 

the  noted  loyal  partizan,  the  feventh  of  the  month.  By  his^  is  on 
account  we  learn  on  his  receiving  intelligence  that  Major?  ion 
Fergufon  had  advanced  upas  far  as  Gilbert-town, in  Ruther-  wi 
ford  county,  and  threatened  to  crofs  the  mountains  to  thoi  fatfi 
weffern  waters,  he  was  joined  by  the  Cols.  Shelby,  Seiver^  1 
M'Dowel,Cieavland  and  J.  Williams,  thefe  combined, made  nih 
their  force  to  confift  of  about  eighteen  hundred  militia 
)  A  council  of  the  principal  officers  having  thought  it  advifa-^ 
ble  to  purfue  the  enemy,  with  nine  hundred  of  the  befl 
Tiorfemen,  and  leave  the  reft  to  follow.  They  began  their 
ptirfuit  about  eight  o'clock  the  fame  evening,  and  marchings 
all  night  came  up  with  the  enemy  ffbout  three  o'clock,  P. 
M.  of  the  7th,  who  lay  encamped  on  the  top  of  King's 
Mountain,  twelve  miles  north  of  the  Cherokee-ford,  in  the) 
confidence  they  could  not  be  forced  from  lo  advantageous ||ienta 
a  poll.  They  got  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  oi  the  enemy 
.before  they  were  difcovered.  Colonel  Shelby's  and  Col- 
onel Campbell's  regiments  began  the  attack,  and  kept  up  a 
fire  on  the  enemy  while  the  right  and  left  wings  were  ad- 
vancing forward  to  furround  them,  which  was  done  inttbout 
five  minutes,  and  the  fire  became  general  all  round.  The 
engagement  laffed  an  hour  and  five  minuses  ;  the  greateif.  Cong 
part  of  which  time,  a  heavy  and  inceffant  fire  was  kept  on  arm)' 
both  fides.  His  men,  in  fome  parts  where  the  regulars  L 
fought,  were  obliged  to  give  way  a  fmali  diflance,  two  or  Jtatt 
thjee  times,  but  rallied  andieturned  with  additional  ardour  to 
the  attack. 

The  troops  upon  the  right  having  gained  the  fummit  of  the 
eminence;  obliged  the  enemy  to  retreat  along  the  top  of  the 
ridgeto  where  Colonel  Cleavland  commanded,  and  were  there. 
flopped  by  his  brave  men  ;  a  flag  was  immediately  hoifted 
by  Captain  Depeyeiler,  the  commanding  officer,  as  a  fignal 
to  furrender  {Major  Furgufon  having  been  killed  a  little  be- 
fore.) The  iiring  immediately  ceafed,  and  the  enemy  laid* 
down  t heir  arms,  thegreatefl  part  of  them  loaded,  and  fur- 
rendcreri  thtC>nfeTve8  at  difcreuon. 

It  appeared  ky  Colonel  Campbell's  relation,  that  from  the, 
jfcitmy's  own  pro  virion    leturns  for  that  day    found  in  the 
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rap,  that  their  whole  force  confifted  of  eleven  hundred  and  1780. 
vcnty-five  men.  Eighteen  of  the  regulars  were  killed,  one  v— v"* * 
undred  and  three  wounded  and  taken  prifoners  :  Two  nun*, 
erd  and  fix  cf  the  tories  were  killed,  one  hundred  and  twen- 
'-eight  wounded  and  fix  hundred  and  twenty-nine  were 
tade  prifoners.  Colonel  Campbell's  lofs  was  twenty-eight 
illed  (among  whom  was  Colonel  Williams)  and  fixty  were 
ounded. 

The  trade  of  Great  Britain  having  greatly  fuffered  by  the 
aptures  made  by  American  armed  veffels,  the  Britifh  con- 
erted  meafures  to  difcourage  privateering  in  the  States,  and 

one  means  to  effect  this  purpofe,  they  came  to  a  refolu- 
on  "  Not  to  exchange  in  America,  the  Captains  or  com- 
landers  of  fuch  armed  veffels  %  but  to  fend  them  prifoners  to 
Ingland."  This  resolution  was  put  in  execution,  and  was 
diftreffing  circumftance  to  the  families  of  fuch  as  refided 

I  the  Siates. 
Major-General  Green   was  appointed  to   fucceed  General 
ates  in  South  Carolina  at  a  very  critical  period. 
The  capture  of  Charleffon,  the  defeat  of  General  Gates, 

nd  the  fucceiTes  of  Tarleton,  had  brought  the  Continental 
(fairs  into  a  very  hazardous  fituation  in  that  quarter,  and 
ffjrded  very  unfavourable  profpe&s  there  ;  but  not  long  af- 

II  General  Green's  arrival,  things  took  a  different  turn,  and 
ppearances  were  more  promifing  on  the  fide  of  the  Conti- 
entals. 

The  refolutions  of  Congrefsfora  new  arrangement  of  the 
my,  was  not  conformable  to  their  expectations,  and  caufed 
leafmefs  among  them.  The  Commander  in  chief  faw  a 
orm  was  gathering,  and  thought  it  prudent,  on  this  occa- 
on,  to  communicate  his  opinion  to  Congrefs,  on  the  bell 
leans  to  avert  it.  On  the  nth  of  the  month,  he  informed 
'ongrefs,  *•  That  the  general  topic  of  declamation  in  the 
rmy  was,  that  it  was  as  hard  as  diftionourable,  for  men,  who 
ad  made  every  facrifke  to  the  fervice,  to  be  turned  out  of 
at  the  pleafure  of  thofe  in  power,  without  an  adequate 
ompenfaiion.  Too  many  of  the  officers  wifh  to  get  rid  of 
heir  commiffions,  but  they  are  not  willing  to  be  forced  to  it." 
The  Commander  in  chief  in  his  communication  to  Con- 
refs,  fuggr-fts  the  policy  of  making  ample  provifion,  both 
or  the  •officers  who  flay,  and  for  thofe  who  are  reduced. 
ie  recommended  what  he  thought  would  be  the  moft  eco- 
lomical,  the  moft  politic,  and  the  moft  effectual  provifions 
riz.  a  half  pay  for  life.  "  Supported  (the  Generui  fays)  by 
profpecl  of  a  permanent  dependence,  the  officers  would 
>etied  to  the  fervice,  and  would  fubmit  to  many  momentary 
>reventions,  and  to  the  inconveniences  which  the  fituation 
>f  public  fervice  made  unavoidable.     It  the  objection  drawn 
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1780.  from  the  principle  that  this  meafure  is  incompatible  witl 
x  y  ■  *  the  genius  of  our  government,  be  thought  infurmountable,  '. 
would  propofe  a  fubftitute,  lefs  eligible  in  my  opinion,  but 
which  may  anfwer  the  purpofe  ;  it  is  to  make  the  prefent  half 
pay,  for  feven  years,  whole  pay  for  the  fame  period,  to  be  ad. 
vanced  at  two  different  payments,  one  half  in  a  year  after  con- 
clufion  of  peace,  the  other  half  in  two  years  fubfequent  t 
the  firft." 

His  Excellency  alfo  takes  notice  of  the  injuries  and  in- 
conveniences that  attend  a  continual  change  of  officers,  and 
consequent  promotions  in  the  army. 

Soon  after  Congrefs  were  poffeffed  of  the  fentiments  of 
General  Wafhington  they  refolved,  "That  the  commanded 
in  chief,  and  commanding  officer  in  the  northern  depart-^  tinen 
ment,  direct  the  officers  of  each  State  to  meet,  and  agree 
upon  the  officers  for  the  regiments  to  be  railed  by  their  ref- 
pe&ive  States,  from  thofe  who  incline  to  continue  in  fervice 
and  where  it  cannot  be  done  by  agreement,  to  be  determined 
by  feniority;  and  make  return  of  thofe  who  are  to  remain 
which  is  to  be  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs,  together  with  the 
names  of  the  officers  reduced,  who  are  to  be  allowed  half, 
pay  for  life.  That  the  officers  who  lhall  continue  in  fervicelbj 
to  the  end  of  the  war,  mall  alfo  be  entitled  to  half-pay  dur->  jf^ 
ing  life,  to  commence  from  the  time  of  their  reduction.' 

Thefe  refolutions  had  a  falutary  effect.,  and  kept  matters,;  de 
quiet  for  a  time. 
Nov.  20.         Major-General  Greene  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs  an  ac 
count  Qf  a  fuccefsful  action  of  General  Sumpter,  at  Black- 
Forks,  on  Tryon  river,  which  happened  this  day. 

General  Sumpter  engaged  with  a  body  of  three  hundred 
cavalry,  Tarlton's  legion,  and  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
Britifh  infantry..  The  conflict  was  warm  and  the  enemy  re 
pulfed.  They  rallied,  and  on  a  fecond  charge  were  repulM 
ed  again.  They  made  a  third  effort,  but  a  fire  from  an  emi-|pfai 
nence  of  the  Continentals,  gave  them  an  effectual  check  ;■ 
they  quitted  the  field  and  retired,  leaving  ninety  dead,  and  lair. 
an  hundred  wounded.  Only  three  were  killed,  and  four  ilii  th 
wounded  on  the  part  of  the  Continentals,  among,  the  latter,*  a 
is  General  Sumpter.  Some  tories  from  the  out  pofts  of  the  Ly 
Britifh,  on  Crane  and  Lynch  creeks,  advanced  to  intercept-  Ml 
the  waggons,  and  avail  themfelves  of  the  fupplies  from  thofe  |ngt0 
fettlements  defigned  for  the  advanced  troops  under  the  Coff^ 
tinental  General  Small  wood,  who  having  intelligence  of  it,  jjatelj 
difpatehed  General  Morgan  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wafli-  >l 
ington  to  prevent  it.  The  Lieutenant-Colonel  having  noi  - 
artillery,  made  ufe  of  the  following  flratagem  : 
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He  mounted  a  log,  and  holding  out  the  appearance  of  an       1780. 
ttack  with  field  pieces,   gained  his  point  by  fending  a  flag,    v_ v"-"* 
and  demanding  an  immediate  furrender  of  Colonel  Rugeley 
nd  his  party,  who,  on  the  approach  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wafhington,  had  retired  to  a  loged  barn  on  Rugeley \s  plant- 
tion  ;  they  furrendered  without  firing  a  gun  :   And  on 

Colonel  Tarleton's  legion  receiving  a  fevere  repulfe  in  at-  Dec,  i6\ 
tempting  to  furprize  Colonels  Marrian  and  Clarke,  who,  with 
i  detachment  of  five,  or  fix  hundred  men,  were  polled  in  the 
EHftriiElof  Ninety-fix.  Upwards  of  an  hundred  of  the  ene- 
iiy  were  left  dead  on  the  fpot,  and  a  great  number  wounded. 
Tarleton  having  received  many  wounds  returned  to  Charlef- 
on.  By  the  account  given  of  this  affair,  the  lofs  of  the  Cotl- 
inentals  did  not  exceed  ten  in  killed  and  wounded. 
The  difphtes  between  England  and  Holland,  had  rifen 
a  height  that  could  be  terminated  only  by  a  war  between 
hem. 

The  King  of  Great-Britain  began  it,  and  in  a  formal  man- 
er  ordered  general  reprizals  On  Holland  of  fubjecls  and  ef- 
ecls. 

Died  at  Newport  this  day,  '*  His  Excellency  Charles  Louis  Dec,  2^ 
}<?  Ternay,  Knight  oi  St.  John  of  Jerufalerh  and  Governour 
f  the  iflands  of  France  and  Bourbon,  commander  in  chief 
f  the  French  fleet  in  the  American  feas»  The  command 
levolves  on  M.  D'Eflouches,  Captain  and  Brigadier  of  the 
laval  army." 

This  month  the  Continental  army,  under  the  immediate 

ommandof  General  Wafhington  went  into  winter  quarters 

n  Hudfon  river.     The  commander  in  chief  fixed  his  head 

uarters  at  New-Windfor  on  the  weft  or  Jerfey  fide,  nearly 

i;tj  ppofite  to  Fifh-Kill. 

Major -General  Morgan  in  a  letter  to  General  Greene,  of     Dec.  31. 

his  date,  informed  him  of  the  fuccefs  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 

Vafhingtonj  in  defeating  a  body  of  Georgia  tories,  about  two 

undred  and  fifty  in  number,   who  had  advanced  as  far   as 

air- Foreft,   and  were  infulting  and  plundering  the  people 

1  that    neighbourhood  :  They  had  retreated  on  hearing  of 

is   approach.     The  next  day  he  came  up  with  them  about 

my  miles  from  Pacolet  creek  (where  morgan  wasencamp- 

d.)     They  were  alarmed,  and  flew  to  their  horfes.     Wafh- 

gton    extended   his  mounted  riflemen  on   the    wings   and 

hargedin  front  with  his  own  regiment.     They  fled  precipi- 

ttely  without  making  any  refinance  :  an  hundred  and  fifty 

\j.  rere  killed  and  wounded,  and  about  thiny  taken  prifoners, 
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1781.      what  makes  this   fuccefs   more   valuable,  General   Morgan 
k — Ym **    vvrites,  is,  becaufe  it  was  obtained  without  the  lofs  of  a  man* 
on  Waihington's  fide. 

It  appears  by  the  above  relation,  to  be  almoft  a  total  over- 
throw on  the  part  of  the  tories.  Only  feventy  ot  their  whole 
number  efcaped. 
Jan*  5.  The  Commiflary  of  prifoners  having  laid  before  Congrefs 
an  account  of  their  fituation,  and  the  treatment  the  Conti- 
nentals bad  received  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  A  committee 
of  Congrefs  appointed  on  this  bufmefs,  made  report,  "  That 
notwithstanding  every  effort  of  Congrefs  to  obtain  tor  our 
people,  prifoners  in  the  enemy's  hands,  that  treatment  which 
humanity  alone  fhould  have  dictated,  the  Briiilh  commanders 
unmindful  ot  the  tendernefs  exercifed  towards  their  men, 
prifoners  in  our  hands,  and  regardlefs  of  the  practice  of  civ- 
ilized nations,  have  perfifted  in  treating  our  prifoners  with 
them,  with  every  fpecies  of  infult,  carnage  and  cruelty. 
Officers  and  men  are  indiscriminately  thrown  into  the  holds 
of  prifon  (hips,*  and  into  loathfome  dungeons,  and  there 
deprived  of  fuel,  and  the  common  neceflaries  of  life,  by 
which  means  many  of  the  citizens  of  thefe  States  have  been 
compelled  to  enter  into  their  fervice  to  avoid  thofe  diitrefles 
which  a  conducl  fo  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  had 
brought  opon  them.  Our  feamen  taken  upon  the  American 
co^ft,  have  been  fent  to  Great-Brjtain,  or  other  parts  be- 
yond feas  to  prevent  their  being  exchanged,  or  to  force  them 
to  take  arms  againft  their  country  :  That  in  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  an  exercif^f  the  Idw  of  retalliation  is  become  , 
nece/fary,  and  a  juftice  due  to  thofe  citizens  ot  America  whom 
the  fortune  of  war  has  thrown  into  the  hands  of  our  enemy." 
In  confequence  of  this  reprefentation,  Congrefs  were  induc- 
ed to  pafs  the  following  refolve,  "  That  theBritilh  prifoners 
fhould  receive  the  fame  allowances  and  treatment  in  every  re 
fpeft  as  the  people  who  are  prifoners  receive  from  the  enemy, 
and  that  theBoardotAdmiralty  iilue orders  not  toexchange  any 


lier 

h 

m 


ode 

ame 
nlyi 
h 

Tli 

in 

SI 

ere  e. 

To« 

Fen 

jer 

pi. 
idreti 
Holla 
Brig, 
the  I 
acecai 
cnera! 
teno 


Britilh  fea  officers  or  fe3men,  until  the  enemy  have  returned  J  Vn 
to  fnme  of  the  garrifons  in  America  fuch  feamen  as  they  have  fm' 
taken  upon  the  American  coafts  and  fent  to  Great-Britain  |  ^ 
or  other  parts  beyond  feas,  and  to  continue  the  treatment 
till  Congrefs,  or  the  commander  in  chief,  {hall  order  other- 
wife." 
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In  the  Jer  fey  prifon  fnp,  at  New  York,  perifhed  aboveW  j^ 


eleven  thou/ard,  the  lajl  three  years. 

Dr.  Siilc's  Ele&iora  Sermon,  Conmaicut,  May,  1783.     Page  76. 
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A  number  of,  troops  were  embarked  at  New  York,  for 
ftrginia\  and  the  command  given  to  the  apoftiie  Arnold,  as 

fit  inflrument  to  pillage  and  diftrefs  the  inhabitant*  ot  that 
tate. 

A  difcontent  arofe  among  fome  of  the  Continental  tel- 
lers of  the  Pennfylvanian  line,  belonging  to  General 
Payne's  divifion.     About  two  thouiand  of  thefe,  headed  by 

Sergeant-Major,  marched  off  horn  their  encampment  to- 
ards  Delaware,  and  took  poll  at  Pnncetown. 

That  they  had  no  defign  to  go  over  to  the  enemy  is  evU 
:at  from  their  treatment  of  a  fergeant  of  the  Royal  army, 
id  one  Ogden,  an  inhabitant  of  -New-  Jerfey  (his  guide)  who 
me  with  propofals  from  Sir  H.  Clinton,  which  they  not 
ily  rejected  but  delivered  the  rneiTengers  to  General  Wayne. 
)n  the  10th  of  the  month  they  were  tried,  and  afterwards  Jan.  10. 
:ecuted  as  fpies.) 

The  difcontent  of  the  fotdiers  arofe  from  the  terms  of  their 
liftments  wanting  explanation,  whether  it  was  for  three 
ars  or  during  the  war.  Some  invidious  comparifons  alio 
:re  made  between  the  large  bounty  given  to  thofe,  whofe 
nes  were  coni'efledly  out ;  and  the  condition  of  4hofe  who 
Jre  engaged  during  the  war. 

To  explain  matters  to  them,  a  Committee  of  the  Council 
Pennfylvania,  and  a  Committee  of  Congrefs  repaired  to 
i  Jerfies,  and  Commiflioners  being  appointed  to  hear  tiieir 
mplaints,  and  redrefs  their  grievances,  they  were  fatisfied, 
d  returned  to  their  duty  in  the  Continental  army. 
Holland  declared  war  againfl  England.  Jan%  12. 

Brigadier-General  Morgan,  having  defeated  a  detachment    Jfan,  17* 

the  Royalifts  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tarleton,  at  a 
ce  called  the  Cow-pens,  near  Pacolet  river  (S.  C.J  Major- 
meral  Greene  forwarded  to  Congrefs,  General  Morgan's 
ter  to  him,  containing  the  particulars  of  the  a6tion.  The 
igadier writes  thus:  "On  the  14th  of  [January,]  having 
eiiigence  that  the  Britifh  army  were  in  motion,  and  that 
ir  movements  clearly  indicated  their  intention  of diflodg- 
j  me,  I  abandoned  my  encampment  at  Grindales  lord, 
I  took  poflefTion  of  a  poft  feven  miles  from  Cherokee-ford, 
Brond  river.  My  former  pofition  fubjeeied  me  at  once 
he  operations  of  Lord  Cornwallis  and  Colonel  Taileton, 
I  in  cafe  of  a  defeat,  my  retreat  mighj  eafily  have  been  cut 
My  fituation  at  the   Cow-pens  enabled  me  to  improve 

advantages  that  I  might  have  gained,  and  10  provide  bet- 
for  my  fecurity  fhould  I  be  unfortunate.     Thefe  leafonS 
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1781.      induced  me  to  take  this  poft,  not  with  {landing  it  had  the  ap 
^—^— /    pearance  of  a  retreat.     On  the  evening  or'  the  16th  the  eno 
my  occupied  the  ground  we  removed  from  in  the  morning, 
An  hour  before  day  light,  one  of  my  fcouts  informed  me  thej 
had  advanced  within  five  miles  of  our  camp  ;  on  this  in  ton 
mation,   the  neceflary  difpofnions  were  made,  and  horn  tfneel 
alacrity  of  the  troops,  we  were  foon  prepared  to  receive  them 
Thelight  infantry,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  How 
ard,  and  the  Virginia  militia,  under  Major  Triplet,  were  form, 
ed  on  a  rifing  ground  ;   the  third  regiment  of  dragoons  con' 
filling  of  about  eighty  men,  under  command  of  Lieutenan 
Colonel  Washington,  were  fo  polled  in  their  rear,   as  not  t 
be  injured  by  the  enemy's  fire,  and  yet  to  be  able  to  chargi 
them,  ihould  an  occafion  offer.     The  volunteers  from  Nor.t" 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  under  command 
Colonel  Pickens,   were  polled  to  guard  the  flanks.      Maj 
M'Dowal,  of  ihe  North  Carolina  volunteers,  was  polled  o 
the  right  flank,  in   front  of  the  line,   one  hundred  and  fill 
yards.  Major  Cuningham,  of  the  Georgia  Volunteers,  on  thj 
left  at  the  fame  dillance  in  front.     Colonels  Biannons  an' 
Thomas,  of  the  South  Carolina  volunteers,  on   the  right 
Major  M'Dowal;  and   Colonels  Hayes  and  M'Call,  of  th 
fame  corps  on  the  left  of  M^jor  Cunningham.     Captaii 
Peter  and  Buchanan,   with  fome  rifle- men,  were  to  fuppor 
the  right  of  the  line.     The  enemy  drew  up  in  one  line  foul 
hundred  yards  in  front  of  our  advanced  corps  ;  the  firfl  baf 
talioh  oi  the  ieventy-firil  rWiment.  was  oppofed  to  our  right 
the  feventh  to  our  left,  the  legion  infantry  to  our  center,  at 
two  companies  of  light  troops,  of  one  hundred  each,  on  01 
flanks.     In  their  front  thev  moored  two  pieces  of  artiller) 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel    Taileton,  with   two   hundred  ar 
eighty  cavalry,  were  polled  in  the  rear  of  his  line.     The  dil 
pofuion  being  thus   made, '{mall  parties  of  rifle  men   wer 
detached  to  fyirmiOi  with  the  enemy,  on   which  their  who! 
line  advanced  with  tne  greateil  impetuofity,  {homing  as  th< 
advanced. 

"  Majors  M'Dowal  and  Cunningham   gave  them  a  heij 
and  galling  fire,   and  retreated  to  the  regiments  intended 
their  fupport.     The  whole  of  Colonel  Pickens's   commai 
then  kept   up  a  fire  by    regiments  retreating  agreeable 
orders.     When    the   enemy   advanced  Fo  our  line,  they  rt 
ceived  a  well  directed  and  inceffant  fire;  but  their  numb< 
being  fuperiour  to  ours,  they  gained  our  flanks  which  oblige 
ws  to  change  our  pofiuon.     We  retired  in  good  order  abol  i'^  > 
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"ty  paces,  formed,  advanced  on  the  enemy  and  gave  them  1781. 
brifk  fire,  which  threw  them  into  diforder.  Lieutenant-  v— y— ' 
olonel  Howard  obferving  this,  gave  orders  for  the  Hue  to 
ia*"ge  bayonets,  which  wa„  done  with  fiich  addrefs,  that  the 
lemy  fled  with  the  utmoft  precipitation.  Lieutenant-Col- 
nel  Wafhington  difcovering  that  the  cavalry  were  cutting 
own  our  rifle-men  on  the  left,  he  charged  them  with  fuch 
rmnefs  as  obliged  them  to  retire  in  confufion.  The  enemy 
ere  entirely  routed,  and  the  purfuit  continued  upwards  of 
venty  miles.  Our  lofs  was  incqnfiderable,  not  having  more 
ian  twelve  killed  and  fixty  vyounded.  The  enemy's  lofs 
as  ten  co.mmifiiomed  officers,  and  upwards  of  one  hundred 
_ink  and  file  killed,  two  hundred  wounded,  twenty-nine 
ommiflioned  officers,  and  above^Jive  hundred  prifoners, 
'hich  fellinto  our  hands.  With  two  pieces  ot  artillery,  two 
ardards,  eight  hundred  mufquets,  one  travelling  forge,  thir- 
:-five  baggage  waggons,  feventy  negroes,  and  upwards  of." 
ne  hundred  dragoon  horfes  with  all  their  rnufic  :  They  def- 
oyed  moil  of  their  baggage  which  was  immenfe.  Al- 
lough  our  fuccefs  was  complete,  we  fought  with  oujy  eight 
undred  men,  and  were  oppofed  to  upwards  of  one  thoufand 
hofen  Britiih  troops.  '"Such  was  the  inferiority  of  our  nura- 
ers,  that  our  fuccefs  muft   b»  attributed   under  God  to  th£ 

ilice  of  our  caufe,  and  the  bravery  of  our  troops. 

Lord  Cornwailis  upon  hearing  of  th$  defeat  of  Tarleton, 
larched  in  purfuit  of  the  light  infantry  and  prisoners,  previ- 
ius  to  which,  Brigadier  General  Morgan  had  made  forced  Jan.  7. 
narches  up  into  the  country  and  croffed  the  Catawba.  The 
lowing  before  a  great  rain  fell,  which  fwelled  the  river  to 
ach  a  degree  as  prevented  the  enemy  from  fording  feveral 
lays.  During  which  time,  the  prifoners  had  got  over  the 
fadkin  and  paffed  Dan  river,  and  efcaped  him. 

Major- General    Greene,    being    informed  of  the    move- 

ems  of  Cornwailis  put  his  army  in  motion  on  Pedee,  and 
leaving  it  under  command  of  Genera!  Auger,  fet  out  to  join 
the  light  infantry  csmp  at  Shazards  fort  on  the  Catawba,  in 
order  to  coIJecl  the  militia  and  embarrafs  the  enemy.  The 
memy  crolfed  at  M'Cowen's  ford  a  little  lower  down, 
A'here  General  Davidfon  with  a  party  of  militia  were  poft- 
r"his  General  veil  on  the  ft;  ft  difcharge  of  the  enemy, 
lade  good  their  landing.  The  miinia  retreated  and 
vere  difperfed.  General  Gieene  waited  for  the  militia  to 
oilecl  at  a  place  appoin'ed  for  a  rendezvous,  h'Jt  finding 
hey  did  not  collect,  the  ligbt  infantry  continued  their  march 
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i>  Salifbury  and  croffed  the  Yadkin,,  but  the  enemy  ap- 
proached before  they  had  got  over  all  their  baggage  and*  '\L 
ft ores,  and  a  fjktnni(hing  enfued.  The  boats  being  fecuredr 
and  the  river  continuing  high,  the  enemy  were  for  Tome  time 
flopped  in  their  purfuit.  General  Greene  not  being  able  to; 
forma  junction  of  his  forces,  and  fearing  the  river  would  fallj 
off  as  to  be  fordable,  ordered  his  army  to  file  off  to  Guildford 
court-houfe. 

The  enemy  having  crofTed  the  Yadkin  at  the  Swallow- 
ford,  advanced  within  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles  of  Guilford 
court-houfe.     General  Greene  now  ordered  the   ftores   and 
heavy  baggage  to  be  removed  to  Prince  Edward's  court-houfe 
in  Virginia,    and  formed  a  light  army  to  harrafs  the  enemy ,;    'v 
in  their  progrefs,  whilft  he,  and  the  reft  of  his  army  croiTed 
the  Roanoke  with  about  two  thoufand.     Lord  Cornwallis 
had  with  him  twenty  five  hundred.     He  afterwards  retreated 
with  bis  troops  to  Hillfborough,  where  he  divided  his  army 
into  three  divifions,  one  took  the  route  to  Salifbury,  another 
towards  Pedee,  and  the  third  towards  Wilmington  to  join  a 
body  that  had  landed  at  Cape-Fear. 
Feb,  9#         M.  D'Eftouches  Chef  d'Efcadre  of  the  French  fquadron 
at  Newport,   difpatched    from   thence,   M.    Tilly  with  the 
Eveille  of  fixty-four  guns  and   two   frigates  for  Virginia, 
where,  having  arrived,  they  captured  the  greateft  part  of  the 
fleet  which  had  accompanied  Arnold  to  the  Chefepeak,  and 
infefted  that  coaft,  fome  fmall  veffelstook  fhelter  in  a  creek, 
and  efcaped.     The  Fiench  commander  brought  off  the  Brit-    I 
iih  man  of  war,  Romulus  of  forty  guns,  and  about  five  hun- 
dred prifoners,  taken  in  the  various  vefTels;  he  alfo  took  fix 
armed   tranfports,  laderrwith  ftores,  burnt  four  others,   and 
returned  to  Newport.  i  ]   cn 

Ifarch  5.       M.  D'Eftouches  having  failed  from  Newport  with   the     [0IU 
principal  (hips  of  the  French   fquadron,  and   the  Romulus, 
fell  in  with    Admiral   Arbuthnoc's    fleet  of    nine   fail,  from 
Gardiner's     Ifland.*       An    engagement    took    place    this 
day  between  the  two  fleets.     The  3riti(h  being  much  mat- 
tered, proceeded  to  Chefepeak,  and  the  French    returned  to 
Newport,  it  appeared  each    fide   were    willing  to   quit    the    ||     j 
combat,  the  Btitifh  were  rather  fuperior  in  force. 
far.  15.        On  this  day  a  battle  was  fought  between  the  army  under    |I'ne' 
General  Greene,  and  the  Royahfls  under  Lord    Cornwallis 
at  Guilford  court  houfe,  North  Carolina.     General  Greene, 

J  -foul  Li 

*  Gardiner's  IJland  adpoins   Long  J/land,  and  is  dUlant  *'™e 
ft  c  m  Ni  u  '/■  0  rl  abo  lit  jo  rly  m  tie  s . 
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his  letter  to  the  Prefident  of  Congrcfs,  relates  the  follow-       1781. 
j    \  particulars  of  the  aftion.  *    v  ■  * 

*  On  the  morning  of  the  15th,  our  reconnoitering  parties 
,    >orted,  the  enemy  was  advancing  to  the  great  Salifbury 

pd.     The  army  was  drawn  up  in  three  lines.     The  North 

^rolina  militia  under  Generals  Butler  and  Eaton,  the  fee- 
d  of  Virginia  militia  commanded  by  Generals  Stevens  and 
iwton,  forming  two  brigades,  the  third  line  confifting  of 
o  brigades,  one  of  Virginia  and  one  of  Maryland  Conti- 
ntals,  commanded  by  General  Hugar  and  Colonel  Wil- 
ms. Lieutenant. Colonel  Wafliingtcn,  with  the  dra- 
ons  of  the  firft  and  third  regiments  of  light-infantry,  corn- 
fed  of  Continental  troops,  and  a  regiment  of  rifle-men, 
der  Colonel  Lynch,   formed  a  corps  of  obfervation,  for 

2  fecurity  of  our  right  flank.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee 
ih  his  legion,  a  detachment  of  light-infantry,  and  a  corps 
rifle-men,  under  Colonel  Campbell,  formed  a  corps  of  ob- 
vation  for  the  fecurity  of  our  left 'Hank.  The  greateft 
t  of  the  country  is  a  wildernefs,  with  a  few  cleared  fields, 

Iterfperfed  here  and  there.     The  army  was  drawn  up  on  a 

j-ge  hill  of  ground,  furrounded  by  other  hills,  the  greater 
t  of  which  was  covered  with  timber  and  thick  under  brufli. 

he  front  line  was  polled  with  two  field  pieces,  juft  in  the 

Ige  of  the  woods,  and  the  back  of  a  fence  which  run  paral*. 

I  with  the  line,  with  an  open  field  direclly  in  front.  The 
ond  line  was  in  the  woods  about  three  hundred  yards,  in 

e  rear  of  the  fecond,  with  a  double  hont,  as  the  hills  drew 
a  point,  where  they  were  polled  ;  and   on  thi   right  and 

ft  were  two  old  fields. 
"  In  this  pofition  General  Greene  waited  the  approach  of 

e  enemy,  having  previoufly  fent  off  the   baggage  to    the 

on  works  ten  miles  from  Guildford  court-houfe,  the  place 
pointed  to   rendezvous  at   in   cafe  of  a  defeat.     Lieute- 

ant-Colonel  Lee,  met  the  enemy  on  their  advance,  and  had 

(very  fevere  fkirmim  with  Colonel  Tarferon,  in  w.l  ich  the 
nemy  fufTered  greatly.  Captain  Armftrong  charged  theBritifh 
Region,  and  cut  down  near  thirty  of  their  dragoons,  but  as 
pe  enemy  reinforced  their  advanced  party,  Lieutenant  Co- 
Ipnei  Lee,  was  obliged  to  retire  and  take  his  pofition  in  the 
ne.  The  a&ion  commenced  by  a  cannonade  which  lafted 
bout  twenty  minutes,  when  the  enemy  advanced  in  three 
olumns,  the  Heflians  on  the  right,  the  guards  in  the  centre, 
nd  Lieutenant.  Colonel  Webfler's  brigade  on  the  'eft.  The 
'hole  moved  through  the  old  fieldyo  attack  the  North  Cajro- 
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linabrigades,who  waited  the  attack  until  the  enemy  got  witbif 
about  one  hundred  and  forty  yards,  when  part  oi  them  begat 
a  fire,  but  a  confiderable  part  left    the  ground  without  firing 
at  all!     The  Generals  and  field  officers  did  all  they  could  k 
induce  the  men  to  Hand  their  ground,  but  neither  the  advan. 
tages  of  the  pofition,  nor  any  other    confideration    could  in- 
cyire  them  to  ftay.     The  Virginia   militia  gave  the  enemy  i 
warm  reception  and  continued  it  for  a  long    time,  hut  being 
beat  back,  the  a&iori   became   general    every    where.     The 
corps  of  observation  under    Lieutenant   Colonels  Warning, 
ton  and  Lee  were  warmly  engaged  arid  did  great   execution. 
the  conflict  was  lung  and  fevere   and    the  enemy  only  gain, 
ed  their  point  by  fuperior    difcipline.     They   having   broke 
the  fecond  Maryland  regiment  and  turned  our  lett  flank  and 
got  into  the  rear  of  the  Virginia    brigade,   and   appearing  to 
be  gaining  our  right,  which  would  have  encircled  the  whole 
of  the  Continental  troops,  General  Greene  thought  it  molfclLon 
arfvifable   to  order  a  retreat.     About  this  time   Lieutenanujolai 
Colonel  Walhmgton  had  made  charge  with  the  hoife  upotl 
a  part  of  the  brigade  of  guards,  and  the  fiifl  legiment  of  Ml 
rylanders,  commanded  by  Colonel  Gren'hy,  and  Seconded  by 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Howard,  followed  the  h'orfe  with    their 
bavonets  ;    near  the  whole  ot  this  party  fell  a  facrifice.     Gen- 
eral Hugar  was1  the  lait  that  was  engaged,  and  gave  the  end 
my  a  check. 

'*  We  retreated  in  good  order  to  the  Reedy  Ford  river  anc 
eroded  at  the  ford  about  three  miles  from  the  field  ot  aclion 
and  there  halted  and  drew  up  the  trrjops  until    we    collecf.ee    m, 
mod  oi  our  ftragglers.     We  loft  our    artillery  and  two  amH  for 
munition  waggons,  the  greater!  part  of  our  horfes  being  kil 
led  before  the  retreat    began,    and  it  being    impoilible  to  re 
move  the  pieces  along  the  gieatioad.     After  collecting  oui 
ftragglers  we  retired   to  this  camp    (at   the    iron    works)  ter    Oi 
miles  dillant  from  Guildford. 

"From  the  bed  accounts  I  can  get,  the  enemy's  lofs  is  veryMvii 
great,  not  lei's  than  Geo  killed  and  wounded,  befides  fome  pn 
few  prifoners  we  brought  off.  "  On  the  fide  or  the  Comi 
nentals,  General  Stevens  and  Hugar  were  wounded.  Gen 
eral  Greene  returned  329  killed,  wounded,  and  railtinm 
many  of  the  latter  went  to  their  homes  after  the  aclion,"  aal'un 
officer  in  Genera!  Greene's  army,  remarked,  "That  he  cori*j 
ffdercd  tins  aclion,  with  reference  to  Cbrnwallis,  like  thajjjini 
of  Buigo/ne's,  the  jejih'  oi  September,  1777 ;  he  kept  in  ihftul 
field,  but  it  proved  his  ruin."  wi 
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A  letter  wrote  by  General  Greene,  feven  days  after  the 
aclion,  fays :  "  That  Cornwall's  troops  were  too  much  gall- 
ed to  improve  their  fuccefs ;  that  he  (Greene)  lay  that  day 
at  the  iron  works,  preparing  for  another  aclion,  expecting 
the  enemy  to  advance ;  but  of  a  fudden  they  took  their  de- 
parture, and  left  behind  them  evident  marks  of  diilrefs.  All 
he  wounded  at  Guilford  which  had  fallen  into  their  hands  ♦ 
md  feventy  of  their  own,  too  bad  to  move,  were  left  hehind 
at  New,  Garden.  Mo  ft  of  their  officers  fuffered  ;  Lord  Corn- 
fallis  had  his  horfe  (hot  under  him  ;  Colonel  Stuart  of  the 
uards  was  killed  ;  General  O'Hara,  and  Colonels  Tarletori 
nd  Weblier  wounded  "  The  Royal  army  retreated  towards 
2rofs-creek,  and  to  Wilmington,  on  Cape  Fear  river.  The 
ofs  of  the  Royafifts  at  Guilford,  an  officer  reported  to  be 
'ix  hundred  and  fixty-three,  exclufive  of  officers.  -Lord 
pornwallis's  army  was  reduced  to  about  feventeen  hundred, 
.ord  Rawden  was  at  Camden  with  about  five  hundred  reg- 
lars. 

After  the  Guildford  battle,  General  Greene  turned  his  at- 
ention.again  towards  South  Carolina  to  that  part  of  it  where    April '  2jf9 

ord  Rawden  was  pofied  in  order  to  attempt  to  difpoffefs 
lim  of  Camden  (about  a  hundred  and  twenty-five  miles  from 
[Jbarlefton.)  In  confequence  of  General  Greene's  plan, 
in  aclion  took  place  this  day.  General  Greene  lay  before 
2amdenK  and  finding  it  impoflible  to  ftorm  the  town  with 

profpecl  of  fuccefs,   he  took  a  pofition  to  induce  the  ene- 

y  to  fally.     A  hill   about   a  mile  from  the   town   on   the 

ain  roaa  leading  to  Waxhaws,  was  the  place  pitched  on 
or  his  troops.  It  was  covered  with  timber,  and  flanked  ori 
he  left  by  an  impaffable  morafs  j  the  country  between  that 
nd  the  town  covered  by  heavy   wood  and  under  brufh. 

In  this  fnuatinn  they  lay  upon  their  arms  ready  for  action. 
3n  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  April  his  advanced  piquets 
vere  fired  upon.  The  enemy  advanced,  and  were  received 
/iih  great  gallantry.     The  troops  on  each   quarter    being 

roperly  difpofed  for  the  aclion,  the  whole  were  foon  engag- 
d  in  clofe  firing,  and  the  artillery  under  Colonel  Harrifon 
ilayed  on  their  front.  The  enemy  upon  the  left  were  re- 
feing,  and  General  Greene's  troops  advancing  on  them,  but 
nfortunately  two  companies  of  the  right,  of  the  flifl  Mary- 
and  regiment  got  difordered,   and  .Colonel    Gunby    having 

ven  orders  for  the  reft  of  the   regiment    then    advancing  to 

f~  ke  a  new  pofition    in    the    rear  where  the  two   companies 
ere  rallying.     This  impreffed  the  whole  regiment  with  the 
ea  or  a  retreat,  and  communicated  to  the  fecofid  regiment, 
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£781.  which  immediately  followed  the  firft.  In  their  retiring,  both 
>•  y  tiJ  were  rallied,  but  too  late  ;  the  enemy  had  gained  the  hill  and 
obliged  the  artillery  to  retire.  The  fecond  Virginia  regi- 
ment having  advanced  fome  diftance  down  the  hill,  and  then 
Maryland  line  being  gone,  the  enemy  immediately  turned, 
their  flank,  while  they  engaged  in  front.  Colonel  Wafhing- 
ton  of  the  horfe,  found  the  enemy,  both  horfe  and  foot,  retir- 
ing towards  the  town,  and  took  upwards  of  two  hundred  prif- 
oners,  with  ten  or  fifteen  officers,  before  he  discovered  his; 
army  had  left  the  ground.  The  Continentals  got  into  toaj 
much  diforder  to  recover  the  fortune  of  the  day,  which  al 
firft  promifed  fuccefs ;  they  retired  two  or  three  miles  with- 
out lofs  of  artillery,  ammunition,  waggons,  or  baggage.  Thel 
enemy  fuffered  greatly  ;  their  force  was  not  materially  diH 
ferent.  General  Greene  loft,  in  killed  and  wounded,  one1 
hundred  and  thirty-four,  and  miffing  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
fix;  one  third  of  the  latter  were  afterwards  heard  of  on  their 
return. 

A  body  of  Britifh  troops,  under  command  of  Major-Gen^ 
eral  Phillips  (who  was  taken  with  General  Burgoyne  an( 
lately  exchanged)  failed  f  om  New- York,  and  arrived  it 
Virginia  the  beginning  of  April,  and  joined  thofe  already 
there  at  Portfmouth  on  James  river  under  Arnold.  Up- 
wards of  four  thoufand  men  were  embarked  foon  after,  01 
the  lame  defign.  The  troops  were  employed  in  ravaging  Vir* 
ginia,  rifling  the  plantations,  and  deftroying  public  and  pri- 
vate pioperty.  A  body  of  Continentals,  under  Marquis  de 
la  Fayette,  con  lifting  of  about  fifteen  hundied,  weredifpatch* 
ed  to  Virginia  to  join  Baron  Steuben;  their  joint  force,  to- 
gether with  the  militia,  under  General  Muhlenberg,  were  t< 
oppofe  the  enemy. 

Major  General  Phillips  having  chief  command  of  the  Bri- 
tifh in  Virginia  he  toolc  poll  at  Manendi er,    called    Rockj 
Rega,  the    fouthfide   of  James-town  about  half  a  mile  fronfcAdn 
Richmond,  with  a  view  to  capture  the  military  ftores,  collected'  (French 
atthe  capital,  but  he  retired  without  making  the  attempt  or  atf 
tacking  the  Continentals.  Major  General  Phillips  died  fool 
after,  and  Arnold  again  relumed  the  command. 
ay  14.         A  party  of  Continentals,  commanded  by  Colonel  Ckri/lc 
pher  Greene,  (who   bravely   diftinguilhed  him  ("elf  in  defend 
of  Foit  Mercer  at  Red  Bank  in  October,  1777)  being  flatioi 
ed  near  Croten  river, in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fifh  Kill,  wer 
furprifed  by  the  enemy  about   fun  rife.     Their  guards  cam* 
firft    to  Colonel  Greene's  and  Major  Flagg's   quarters,  at 
killed  the  Major  iri  bed.     The  Colonel  was  badly  wounc 
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cdin  the  houfe,  then  carried  into  the  woods  and  cut  to  pieces. 
Two  fubalterns,  and  twenty-feven  privates,  were  alio  killed, 
and  many  wounded  and  miffing.  The  reporter  of  this  trag- 
ical affair,  faid  this  was  perpetrated  by  Delancey's  refugee 
corps,  of  two  hundred  foot,  and  fixty  horfe,;  who  forded  the 
liver,  and  came  on  their  backs.  Another  account  fays  it 
was  done  by  an  hundred  and  fifty  Englifh  dragoons. 

Robert  Morris,  Efq.  of  Philadelphia,  being  appointed  by 
Congrefs,  Superintendant  of  the  finances  of  the  United  States,  May  ij* 
laid  before  them  a  plan  tor  ejiablifhwg  a  National  Bank, 
The  reafons  on  which  this  plan  is  founded,  are  :  "  That  the 
exigency  of  the  United  States  required  an  anticipation  of  the 
revenues ;  while  at  the  fame  time  there  was  no  fuch  confi- 
dence eftablifhed,  as  would  call  for  that  purpofe  the  funds  of 
individual  citizens.  Th^  ufe  of  the  bank,  therefore,  is  to 
aid  the  government  by  their  monies  and  credit ;  to  fupply  the 
lofs  of  paper  money,  which  by  coming  more  and  more  ufe- 
efs,  called  every  day  for  its  final  redemption ;  and  to  give  a 
new  fpring  to  commerce  when  the  freedom  of  the  States 
[hall  be  eifablifhed.  The  fubfcribers  will  receive  that  ad- 
vantage from  the  inveftment  of  their  capital  which  has  in- 
variably attended  the  bufinefs  of  banking,  in  every  free  com* 
mercial  country.  The  utility  of  the  fcheme  atifeih  from  a 
:onfideration  that  when  the  credit  of  the  bank  is  fully  eftab- 
ifhed,  and  it  is  known  to  poffefs  confiderable  fums,  the  notes 
vill  not  only  have  an  equal  currency  with  gold  and  filver, 
>ut  even  be  preferred,  being  more  portable.  Not  like  hard 
noney,  liable  to  be  clipped  or  otherwife  fraudulently  reduc- 
d.  Private  checks,  which  will  conftSntly  vary,  will  be  a 
>ar  againft  counterfeits,  and  the  certainty  of  receiving  gold 
md  hlver  takes  away  the  poflibility  of  depreciation." 

The  plan  met  the  approbation  of  Congrefs.  They  pafTed 
efolves  conformable  thereto,  and  eftablithed  a  national  bank 
t  Philadelphia. 

Admiral  De  Barras  being  appointed  to  command  the 
rrench  fleet  at  Newport,  he  arrived  at  Bolton,  and  brought 
ifpatches  for  General  Rochambeau. 

A  French  man  of  war,  of  fifty  guns,  arrived  at  Bofton 
/ith  her  convoy  of  fourteen  fail  of  tranfports,  having  on 
oard  fifteen  hundred  recruits  for  Count  Rochambeau. 

The  Continental  army  in  Carolina  were  fuccefsful  after 
le  action  of  Guilford,   and  they  gained  the  afcendency   in 

at  quarter  over  the  Bntifh.  Lord  Rawdon  evacuated 
'amden,  the  10th  of  lafl  month,  leaving  three  officers  and 
fty  privates  fo  dangeroufly  wounded  in  the  late  afciion,   as 
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1781.     to  be  unable  to  be  removed.     They  burnt  the  ftores,  baggage, 
— y~- >    &c.    and  left  it   a    heap   of   ruins.     His  Lordfhip  retreated 
towards  Charlefton,  and  General  Greene  took  poifeiTion  of 
the  poll  he  had  left. 

The  next  day,  Orangeburg,  where  the  Royalifts  had  a 
iirong  poll,  furrendered  to  General  Sumpter.  One  Colo- 
nel, feveral  other  officers,  and  eighty  privates,  were  made 
prifoners.  General  Marrian,  on  the  12th  or  May,  took 
Fort  Motte  ;  theganiion  confided  of  nineteen  officers,  and 
one  hundred  and  fixty  privates  who  capitulated  ;  as  did  alfo 
Fort  Granby,  the  14th  of  the  fame  month,  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Lee;  when  one  Lieutenant-Colonel,  two  Majors, 
fome  other  officers,  and  ihree  hundred'  and  five  privates,  be- 
came his  prifoners.  Befides  the  above,  the  polls  of  Portli- 
go,  Georgetown,  Fort  Watfon,  Congarees,  &c.  which  the 
.Royalifts  had  eftablifhed  for  controulmg  the  country,  and 
preserving  its  communications,  were  alfo  given  up. 
!  Lord  Cornwallis  rinding  he  could  not  foil  General  Greene 
in  South  Carolina,  and  make  an  entire  conqueft  of  that  and 
the  ajoining  State  of  North  Carolina,  as  on  his  fucceffes- 
hitherto,  fye  flattered  himfelf  he  fhouid  be  able  to  accompliih. 
He  now  thought  in  befl  to  quit  thofe  States,  and  try  his  prow- 
efs  in  another,  and  accordingly  puihed  forward  with  the 
greateft  part  of  his  army,  to  the  State  of  Virginia  already 
invefted  by  Britifh  troops.'  Lord' Rawdon,  fucceeded.  to,  J 
the  'command  of  the  Royalifts 'in  Carolina. 
rune  1Q'  General  Greene  attempted  to  itorm  the  Biitilh  poll  at 
Ninety -Six  in  S.  C. ,  It  was  garrifoned  with  three  hundred 
and  fifty  men,  befides  militia  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cru- 

Ser* 

Lord  Rawdon  having  received  reinforcement's  from  Cork,, 

marched  with  about  two  thoufaud,   to  Ninety-Six  ;  before] 

he  arrived,  Genera!  Greene  had  been  repulfed,  in  his  attempt 

to  It'H  m  ii,  and  had  retired  behind  the  Saluda,  fixteen  miles! 

from  Ninety-£>ix,  when  Lord  Rawdon  arrived  there.     After^ 

this,  Ger.eial  Greene  had  the  good  fortune  to  break  up  this] 

poll,  and  deftroy  the  works ;   and  then  retired  to  Monk's  cor 

ner,  within  twenty-fix  miles  of  Chat  Iefton. 

The  Generals  Sumpter  and  Marrian,  and  Colonel  Lee 

(having  as  related)  broken  up  the  pofts  in  the  country,  Lore 

Rawdon  with    his  troops,   moved   towards  the    capital.     In| 

the  baggage  belonging  to  the  nineteenth  regiment,  taken  at 

Ninety-Six,  was  found  Teven  hundred  guineas,  which  it  was 

faid  Geneial   Greene  had  diftributed  among  his  troops  as 

reward  for  their  bravery. 
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On  Lord  Cornwallis  arriving  in  Virginia,  he  ordered  a 
nfrum  of  the  feveral  corps  of  Britiih,  operating  there;  and 
as  reinforced  with  fix  teen  hundred  men,  from  New  Yoik  ; 
eir  whole  toice  being  augmented  to  more  than  fix  thou- 
nd,  hi*-  Loicilhip  having  the  chief  command.  Arnold  de- 
mped  and  returned  to  New  York,  and  his  Lordlhip  began 
is  operations  in  Virginia. 

The  Maiquis  de  ta  Fayette,  who  was  fent  to  watch  the 
ctions  of  his  Lordfhtp,  proceeded  about  eight  miles  above 
ichmond;  haying  under  his  command,  fifteen  hundred 
ontinental  regulars,  and  a  body  of  militia.  He, was  foon 
ter  joined  by  General  Wayne's  divifion,  of  about  a  thou- 
nd.  Cornwallis  having  been  prevented  from  poffefling 
imfelf  of  fome  (fores  at  Albermarle  old  coun-houfe,  retired 
Richmond  where  he  was  the  18th  of  this  month  (June.) 
his  place  he  evacuated  two  days  after,  being  followed  by 
le  Continentals,  who  were  joined  by  Baron  S,teuben, 
•ornwalhs's  rout  was  towardsWilliamfburg,  his  right  and  left 
nk  being  covered  by  a  large  corps,  commanded  by  Colonel 
mcoe.  The  Marquis  dela  Fayette  p.uflied  forward  a  detach- 
lent  under  Colonel  Butler  and  Major  M'Pherfon,  having 
ounted  fifty  light  infantry  behind  an  equal  number  ot 
agoons.  They  came  up  with  the  enemy,  and  charged 
lem  within  fix  miles  of  Williamfburg.  Some  of  the  ad- 
anced  corps,  compofed  of  rifle-rnen  under  Majors  Call  and 
Vills,  began  a  fmart  aftion  the  26th  of  the  month,  in  which 
leenemy  loft  about  fixty  killed,  including  feveral  officers, 
id  one  hundred  wounded.  The  Marquis  loft  by  his  re- 
urn  only  thirty-feven,  ot  which  nine  were  killed.  The 
ifproportion  of  lofs,  the  Marquis  faid,  "  The  fkill  of  our 
ifie-men  eafily  explained." 

A  party  of  Continental  light  horfe,  under  Colonel  Scam-  July  3, 
nel,  having  embaiked  in  boats  and  landed  at  Spicken-devil, 
lear  Kinfbiidge,  the  enemy  had  intelligence  of  it,  and  attack- 
d  them  foon  alter  landing.  Though  inferior  in  number, 
hey  killed  and  wounded  many  of  the  enemy.  Five  of  the 
~ontinenta!s  were  killed  and  a  few  wounded. 

Three  brigades  ot  General  Wayne's  divifion  of  troops  in  July  6\ 
Virginia  had  a  {mart  a6lion  the  fixih  of  this  month,  with  the 
loyalifts  in  theoid  field,  by  James-town  church,  in  which 
oth  fides  loft  aconfiderable  number  of  men.  An  officer  of 
ank,  who  was  in  the'action,  writes  thus,  two  days  after  it 
happened:  "The  flownefs  of  the  enemy's  purfuit  was  re- 
naikable,  and  mult  be  owing  to  the  great  lofs  they  fuitained. 
Durs  does  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  twenty  killed  and 
mounded.  No  officers  among  the  former,  but  a  gteat  manv 
inong  the  tettei  ;  alraofl  z\ziy  fiddcfBcci's  boffe  killed  cr 
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1781.       wounded.     One  of  the  Marquis  Fayette's  horfes  was  kill 
\    V"*    ed;  not  a  man  in  the  whole  detachment  was  more  expofe 
than  him.   The  enemy  have  precipitately  croffed  the  [James" 
river,  leaving  our  wounded  on  this  fide." 

Another  officer  is  more  paiticular,  and  gives  the  following  k) 
account.  "  Cornwallis  having  encamped  near  james-town-,  .tier 
the  Marquis  Fayette  lent  General  Wayne,  with  the  Pennfyl 
vania  line,  to  take  their  Nation  within  a  (mail  diftance  of  thdHeei 
Britiih  army,  and  watch  their  motions.  About  three  hun^  ind 
idred  nflemen  occupied  the  ground  between  General  Waynq  'enn 
and  Lord  Cornwallis,  who  were  directed  to  fcatter  themfelvel  ifjiis 
in  the  woods  without  order,  and  annoy  the  enemy's  campi  wii 
This  they  did  with  fuch  erTecl,  that  a  fmall  party  was  fent  out  reate 
againft  them  to  diflodge  them  ;  each  fide  continuing  to  re*  ive 
into'ce,  at  length  the  whole  of  General  Wayne's  divifiori  iont< 
was  engaged  ;  they  drove  the  advanced  detachments  back  to  "T 
their  lines,  and  without  flopping  there,  attacked  the  whole  unci 
Britifh  army,  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  and  charged  them  oodr 
with  their  bayonets.  The  aclion  was  obflinate  for  the  lit*  ilief, 
tie  time  is  lafted,  but  the  difproportion  of  numbers  was  toQ 
great.  The  Marquis  arrived  in  prefon  time  enough  to  or 
der  a  retreat,  and  bring  off  the  Pennfylvania  troops  befor 
they  were  furrounded,  which  the  enemy  were  endeavouring1 
to  effe£t,  being  able  greatly  to  out -flank  them.  Cornwalli 
did  not  purfue  them  more  than  about  half  a  mile  in  thei 
retreat,  apprehending  that  the  reft  of  our  army  was  nea| 
enough  to  fupport  them,  not  choofing  to  rifque  a  general  en* 
gagement.  We  loft  two  field  pieces  which  could  not  be 
brought  off,  sll  the  horfes  belonging  to  them  being  killed, 
Captain  Savage  did  great  execution  with  a  third  field  piece 
under  his  command,  fnuate  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  rake  with 
grape  fhot,  a  folid  column  of  the  enemy  on  their  march  j 
with  which  he  cut  lanes  through  them,  and  repeatedly  drovd 
them  back  in  the  greateit  confufion.  The  rifle-men  and  in 
fantry  were  of  great  fervice,  and  gave  the  enemy  fome  heavy 
and  well  dire6ied  fires.  The  whole  of  our  troops  that 
were  engaged  that  day  did  not  amount  to  more  than  eleven 
hundred  General  Wayne's  divifion  loft  one  hundred  and 
feven  privates  and  non-commiflioned  officers,  killed; 
wounded  and  miffing,  and  twelve  commiiTioned  officers  ; 
among  the  laft,  Captain  Stakes,  wounded  in  the  leg,  and 
Captain  Cunningham  in  the  foot,  both  flightly.  Ol  abou 
forty  of  the  wounded,  whom  I  have  feen,  but  one  is  though 
dangerous. 

We  fuffered  no  Iofs  of  anv  confequence  except  in  Gene 
ral  Wayne's  divifion.     The   Brhifli   immediately  after  th 
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Won,  which  ended  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  crof- 
d  James  river  ;  the  whole  army  were  croifed  over  by  the 
oming,  excepting  a  part  of  their  light  horfe,  for  which 
ey  had  boats  ready  to  bring  them  off  inftantly,  in  cafe  of 
\  emergency.  Thofe  of  our  wounded  who  were  left  on 
e  field  to  the  number  of  about  twenty-five,  were  treated  by 
e  enemy  witfr  more  humanity  than  ufual,  and  were  leh  be- 
nd. Cornwallis  finding  he  had  killed  none  but  ot  the 
ennfylvania  line,from  that  circumftance  and  the  information 
his  pnfonets  learned,  that  only  that  line,  with  a  few  rifle- 
en  and  light  infantry,  had  been  in  the  aclion,  and  found 
eater  caufe  of  chagrin-  that  fuch  a  handful  of  men  fhould 
ve  made  fo  fpirited  an  attack  on  his  army,  than  of  exulta- 
n  for  having  repulfed  them. 

14  The  Marquis  is  moving  up  James  river."  The  letter 
ncludes  with  encomiums  on  the  Marquis's  humanity  and 
odnefs  in  vifiting  the  wounded  and  mini (tering  to  their 
let,  &c  * 

Admiral  Arbuthnot  returning  to  England  this  month,  the 
mmand  of  the  Britifh  fleet,  at  New  York,  devolved  on  Ad-  July. 
iral  Thomas  Greaves, 

This  day  was  executed   at   Charlefton   (S.  C.)  Colonel  Augufl  3* 

aac  Hayne\  ot  that  State,  by  order  of  Lord  Rawdon,  com- 

ander  ot  the  Britifh  troops,  and  Colonel  Balfour,  the  roy- 

commandant  and  fuperintendant  of  the  police  in  Charlef- 

n.     The  unhappy  gentleman  left  fundry  papers  which  he 

rjoined  on  a  friend,  to  tranfmit  to  the  Delegates  for  South 

arolina,  at  Gongrefs.     Thefe  were  printed  at  Philadelphia, 

d  from  them  is  collected  the  following  particulars  : 

*'  At  the  time  of  the  lurrender  ot   Charlefton,  Colonel' 

ayne  was  in  the  country ;  the  fmall  pox  was  near  his  planta- 

>n,  where  he  had  a  wife,  fix  fmall  children,   and  upwards 

an  hundred  fervants,  all  liable  to  the  diftemper.       No 

merican  army  in  the  State,   and  no  opposition  like  to* be 

ade  to  the  enemy,  and  he  liable  every  moment  to  be  made 

*    prifoner  at  difcretion  ;  and  hearing  that  a  Captain  Sanders, 

t{   1  the  fame  predicament  with  himfelt,  had  been  permitted  to  his 

ole,  by  thecommandant  of  Charlefton,  he  determined  to  go 

|d   deliver  himfelt  a  prifoner  of  war  on  parole,  not  having 

I  mofl  dijlant  intention  of  accepting  protection.     Geneiai 

ttifon  (then  commandant)  refuted  him  parole,  and  told  him 

*  ExtraB  of  a  letter  printed  in  Baltimore,  [aid  to  be  writ- 
n  by  a  gentleman  in  Captain  Moon's  troop  of  Baltimore 
■agoonst  dated  July  nth. 
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1781.  in  pofitive  terms,  he  mull  either  take  protetlion,  or  prepari  !  K 
*  V  ""*  ^or  a  Prifon  ftipj  he  was  alfo  refufed  parole  till  his  family' 
had  recovered  from  the  fmafl  pox,  when  he  would  return 
and  furrender  himfelf  at  difcretion.  Upon  being  at  his  requef  H>( 
(hewn  the  form  of  a  protection,  his  patriotic  mind  revolted  |lle' 
at  the  idea  of  taking  up  arms  againft  his  country,  as  then  ^ 
expreffed.  He  was  told  by  the  commandant,  that  was  trM  ^ 
ufual  form  of  a  declaration  of  allegiance;  but  ihat*the  inhab- 
itants would  never  be  called  upon  to  take  up  arms,  and  obtain 
ing  aJJ'urances  that  he  never  Jhould  be  called  upon,  was  in 
duced  from  regard  to  his  family  (who  muft  have  been  involv 
ed  in  the  moil  accumulated  diitrefs  by  his  ab(ence)  to  tak 
one  of  their  protections.  The  uifti  ument  of  protection,  ex 
cepting  the  part  he  objected  to,  expieffed  no  more  tha 
peaceable  fubjetlion  to  their  government,  as  long  as  they| 
ihould  have  poiTeflion  of  the  country. 

"  When  the  Americans  regained  pofTeffion  of  the  countr 
where  he  was,  he  returned  to  his  allegiance  of  the  Unite 
Slates. 

"  This  he  was  perfectly  jurTified  in,  bv  the  law  or  nations 
more  efpecially  if  it  be  confidered  that  the  profeffion  of  aile 
giance  to  them,  had  been  extorted  by  an  actual  dureiTe  ;  andrlfrom 
that  he  was  repeatedly  called  upon  in  direct  violation  of  the!  Ac 
folemn  aflurances  of  the  commandant  to  bear  arms  againft  tbirt] 
America;  which,  however,  he  always  found  means  to  avoid,! 
Upon  his  joiningthe  American  army, General  Greene, in  con- 
federation of  his  merit  and  abilities,  conferred  on  him  the? 
rank  ot  a  Colonel;  and  Toon  after  he  had  the  misfortune  ta  Ini 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  I  greate 

"  He  was  brought  before  a  court  of  enquiry  and  interrogat-  Eudn 
ed  ;  but  neiiher  the  members  nor  witneffes  were  fworn.nreoti 
He  had  notice  given  hirn  the  29th  of  July,  "Thatnem 
Lord  Rawdon  and  the  commandant  [BalfourJ  had  come  to  a  epolf 
refolution,  in  confequence  of  the  court  of  enquiry,  that  hclength 
Ihould  be  executed  on  Tuefday  the  3  iff."  He  enquired  ot  (pie  had 
Mr.  Colcock  (his  intended  counfel  if  he  had  had  legal  trial*  bflicer, 
"  Whether  the  proceedings  were  warranted  by  any  law,  and  Colon* 
the  fentence  legal."  (He  had  neither  counfel  nor  witneffes  in  men  \ 
his  behalf.)  Mr  Coicock's  anfwer  was  in  fubftance  "  That 
He  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  confidering  him  as  an  enemy 
(not  as  a  fpy.J  the  proceedings  againft  him  are  rot  warranted 
by  law  ;  and  that  as  a  fubjccl  they  are  directly  repugnant 
and  contrary  thereto."  Colonel  Hayne  in  a  letter  to  Lore  (iJlriti 
Rawdon  and  Colonel  Balfour,  defired  that  his  execution  ^ 
might  be  extended,  that  he  might  take  a  laft  faiewel  of  hit  ^ 
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hildren,  &c     He  was  informed  their  resolutions  remained      1781. 
inalterable.  #         *   'V'"*  . 

His  requeft  to  take  leave  of  his  children  was  at  firfl:  denied, 
"he  31ft  (the  day  on  which  he  was  to  have  been  executed) 
e  was  informed  that  in  confequence  of  a  petition  figned  by 
5-overnour  Bull,  and  others,  and  his  kind  treatment  of  Brit- 
li  officers,  who  had  fell  into  his  hands,  he  Was  to  have  a 
;fpite  for  forty-eight  hours,  which  gave  him  opportunity  to 
:e  his  children.  The  firft  of  Auguft  the  Town  Major  in- 
jrmed  him,  that  forty-eight  hours  longer  were  allowed  him* 
devious  to  this,  Major  Frafer  had  told  him,  "  That  the  mo- 
sent  any  representation  was  made  to  the  commandant,  by 
Jeneral  Greene,  in  his  behalf,  the  refpite  ceafed,  and  he 
fould  be  immediately  ordered  for  execution." 

The  Royal  commanders  would  not  fpare  his  life,  no  ap- 
lications  nor  entreaties,  on  his  behalf,  could  prevail.  The 
adies  of  Charlefton,  all  ot  them,  excepting  (it  is  faid)  four,/ 
gned  a  petition,  to  "  Avert,  prolong,  or  mitigate  his  fen- 

nce  ;"*  but  without  effeft. 

About  the  middle  of  this  month,  the  Royal  army,  at  New 

fork,  were  reinforced  with  three  thoufand  German  troops, 
om  Bremen.  * 

Admiral  Count  de  Graffe,  arrived  off  Chefepeak  bay,  with    Aug.  26\ 
lirty-four  fail  of  French  men  of  war. 

Arnold  was  employed  by  Sir  H.  Clinton,  to  ravage  and    Sept.  6". 
irafte  Connecticut  (the  State  which  gave  him  birth,) 

He  landed  with  a  body  of  Royalifts  at  the  mouth  of  New- 

\ondon  harbour,  and  proceeded  to  the  town ;  he  burnt  the 

reateft  part  of  it,  and  Groten,  near  the  water.     Fort  Trum- 

uil  not  being  tenable,  the  garrifon  were  forced  to  quit  it,  and 

i  j/ent  over  to  Fort  Grifwold  at  Groten,  where  chiefly  militia 

i  len  wereftationed.     Colonel  Ledyard,  who  commanded  it, 

epulfed  the  invaders  three  or  four  times,  but  was  obliged  at 

I  *ngth  to  furrender  the  fort,  upon  its  being  ftormed.     Alter 

■  le  had  furrendered  (the  relator  of  this  tranfa&ion,  a  militia 

,.  fficer,  the  day  after  it  took  place,  fays)  "They  murdered  the 

1  Colonel,  and  a  number  of  others  ;  feventy-four  officers  and 

nen  killed,  and  between  thirty  and  forty  wounded  in  the 

I  ort.     They  carried  off  about  forty  prifoners  ;  but  few  were 

*  Lord  Rawdon,  ffon  of  Earl  Moifa  of  Ireland)  when  he 
ft  Carolina,  was  taken  on  his  pajfage  to  England,  by  one  of 
ount  de  Grajfe's  fquadron,  and  fent  to  France,  where  he  was 
jell  treated,  and  had  liberty  to  return  to  England  on  his 
Carole. 
Vol.  If.  Cc 
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1781.     taken  from  the  enemy."     The  lofs  in  goods  and  provifions; 
^— y— '    ilores  and   (hipping,  was  very  great.     In  the  attack  of  the 
fort,  the  enemy  loft  Major  Montgomery,  and  fifty-two  offi. 
cers  and  men  were  killed  ;  their  wounded  were  carried  off. 

Colonel  Ayres,  who  commanded  the  division,  was  wound 
ed  (it  was  laid)  mortally.*     Arnold  headed  the  divifion,  whichi 
marched  to  New  London. 

It  was  judged  that  an  hundred  inhabitants,  were  deprived 
of  their  habitations,  and  moll  of  them,  their  all.  Sixty  dwel- 
ling houfes,  and  eighty- four  ftores,  were  defhoyed. 

The  Britifh  fleet,  at  New- York,  was  reinforced.  Sir 
Samuel  Hood,  arrived  there  with  thirteen  (hips  of  the  liner 
four  frigates  and  two  fire-fhips.  The  Admirals  T.  Greaves;- 
Drake,  and  Hood,  have  now  a  command  of  thirty  fail  of  Brit- 
ifh  men  of  war- 

Sept.  7.  At  Eutazo  Springs,  about  fifty  miles  from  Charleston,  an 

a£lion  happened  between  General  Greene  and  the  main  body 
of  the  Royalifts  under  Colonel  Stuart.     The  General  dif- 
patched  one  of  his  aids  to  Congrefs  with  a  lettej  to  the  Pref- 
ident,  containing  the  following   intelligence  :    "  That  th* 
General  having  crofled  Howell's   ferry  and  taken  poll,  he 
got  information  that  the  enemy  were  at  Eutazu  Springs,  about' 
,  forty  miles  below  him.     That  they  had  been  reinforced  and 
were  preparing  to  eftablifh  a  permanent  poft  there.  Though 
the  General's  number  was  inferior,  he  determined  to*  hazard 
an  action,  and  for  this  purpofe  began  his  march  the  fifth  of  | 
September,  having  put  his  army  into  proper  difpofition,  and 
being  joined  on  the  feventh  by  General  Marrian,  he  pufhed  { 
on  to  attack  them.     The  legion  and  State  troops  fell  in  with  J 
a  party  of  the  enemy's  horfe  and  foot,  about  four  miles  from| 
their  camp,  and  drove  them. 

The  army  moved  on,  and  the  firing  began  again.  About  | 
two  or  three  miles  from  their  camp,  a  clofe  and  fierce  en- 
gagement began.  The  Generals  Marrian  and  Pickens,  and 
Colonel  Malmedy  conducting  them  with  great  bravery ;  but 
the  enemy's  fire  being  fuperior,  and  they  advancing,  Gene- 
ral Greene's  militia  began  to  give  way,  when  General  Sum- 
ner, with  the  North  Carolina  brigades,  was  ordered  to  their 
fupport  ;  they  fought  with  great  gallantry  on  both  fides.  In 
this  ftate  of  the  a&ion,  Colonel  Campbell  with  the  Virgini- 
ans, and  Colonel  Williams  with  the  Marylanders,  rufhing  on 
impetuOufly,  carried  all  before  them,  and  routed  the  enemy 
in  all  quarters.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee  at  the  fame  time 
charged  them  in  the  rear,  and  turned  their  left  flank.  Col. 
Hampton,  of  the  State   cavalry,   charged  a  ^arty,  and  took 
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upwards  of  one  hundred  prifoners.  They  were  prevented  1781. 
from  rallying  and  forming  (which  they  feemed  difpofed  to  ^—ly*— ^ 
doj  by  Colonel  Wafhington  bringing  up  the  corps  de  referve 
on  the  left ;  and  with  the  afliu;ance  of  Captain  Kirkwood's 
infantry.  General  Greene  pufhed  them  clofely  till  they 
broke,  and  he  got  into  their  camp.  Some  hundreds  fell  into 
his  hands.  But  fome  of  the  enemy  having  betook  .them- 
felves  to  a  three  flories  brick  houfe  near  the  fpi  ing  ;  others 
taking  port  in  a  picketed  garden,  and  in  the  impenetrable 
flhrubs,  and  their  rear  being  fecured  by  the  fprings  and  deep 
hollow  ways,  they  renewed  the  aclion.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wafhington,  in  attempting  to  diflodge  them,  and  get  thro'  the 
thicket,  had  his  horfe  (hot  under  him,  was  wounded  and  taken 
prifoner.  The  party  fent  to  diflodge  them  from  the  houfe 
and  thicket  fuffered  great  lofs  by  the  fire  irom  the  houfe  and 
party  in  the  thicket ;  and  moil  of  the  officers  and  men  being 
killed  or  wounded,  made  it  impoflible  to  bring  off  four  field- 
pieces,  when  they  were  ordered  to  retreat. 

General  Greene  now  thought  it  befl  to  retire  (his  ammu- 
nition being  moffly  expended)  out  of  the  fire  of  the  houfe,  and 
draw  up  his  troops  a  little  diitance  from  the  woods.  Having 
collected  all  his  wounded,  and  retired  to  a  place  where  there 
was  water  to  refrelh  his  troops,  and  leaving  3  ftrong  piquet 
on  the  field  of  aclion,  he  detached  General  Marrian,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee,  between  Eutaw  and  Charlefton,  to 
prevent  reinforcements  going  to  the  enemy. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  of  September,  the  enemy  re- 
tired,  leaving  feventy  of  their  wounded,  and  not  lefs  than  a 
thoufand  ftand  of  arms  picked   up  on  the  field  broke,   and 
concealed  in  the  fprings.     General   Greene  purfued  ;  but 
they  formed  a  junction  with  Major  M' Arthur,  near  Fergu- 
fon's  fwamp.     General  Marrian  and  Colonel  Lee,  not  hav- 
ing a  force  fufficient  to  prevent  it  ;  but  upon  the  main  body 
approaching,  they  retreated  towards  Charleiion.     Five  hun- 
dred prifoners  fell  into  his  hands,    including   the   wounded 
he  enemy  left  behind.    The  brick  houfe,  and  their  peculiar 
ftrength  of  pofition  at  Eutaw,  faved   the   remainder  of  the 
Royalifts.     The  General  beffows  great   encomiums  on  his 
officers,  and  thinks  himfelf  peculiarly  indebted  for  the  victo- 
ry'to  the  free  ule  of  the  bayonet   made    by  the  Virginians, 
'*  Marylanders,  the  infantry  of  the  legion,  and  Captain  Kirk- 
;  tvpod's  light  infantry.     He   regrets  the  lols   ol    that   foldicr 
md  patriot  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell  of   Virginia,  who 
.  leli  as  he  was  leading  his  troops  to  the  charge  :  The  lols  he 
'   fuflained  in  officers  was  confiderably  more  from  their  value 
man  their  number. 
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17.81,         Having  purfued  the  Royalifts  as  far  as   Martin's  tavern, 
*    V  ■■/     near  Fergufon's  fwamp,  and  finding  he  could  not  overtak< 

them,  he  halted  with  a  defign  to  take  his  old  ftation  on  the|^w; 
high  hills  of  Santee. 

Sept.  11.         Such  was  the  fituation  oPGeneral  Greene's  army,  the  iitli    rfk 
of  September ;  this  aclion  gave  to  General  Greene,  the  urn 
difputed  maftery  of  the  country  of  South  Carolina, 

Sept.  25.  Admiral  Digby,  in  the  Prince  George  of  ninety  guns,  with!  ^ 
two  other  line  of  battle  fhips,  and  a  thirty- fix*gun  frigat^  W 
arrived  at  New-York,  from  England. 

In  this  fleet,  came  Prince"  William  Henry  *  a  youth  abou 
fifteen  years  of  age;  the  third  fon  of  King  George  the  thircfij 

He  is  the  firft  Royal  perfonage  that  ever  came  to  Ameri  ieui' 

icaV  p 

Before  the  above  arrival,  Admiral  Greaves,  with  the  Brit-i    P 

ifti  fleet,  had  failed  from  New  York,  for  the  Chejepeak,  in    ^° 

queft  of  the  French  fleet.  1 

Qclober.         About  the  middle  of  this  month,  Colonel  Willet,  of  thejmiill( 
Continentals,  had  an  action  with  Major  Rofs  in  Tryon  coun 
ty,  about  fourteen  miles  above  Fort  Dayton,  in  which  th 
noted  Captain  Walter  Butler,  and  eight  others  were  killed 
and  twenty  taken  prifoners.     Their  number  amounted  (a 
appeared  by  a  memorandum,  found  in  Butler's  pocket-book 
to  be  fix  hundred  and  feven,   among  whom  were  one  Jaun 
dred  and  thirty  Indians,  they  had  aflembled  in  the  upper  part| 
of  the  Mohawk  diftri6t  and  employed  themfelves  in   killing 
the  cattle,   belonging  to  the  inhabitants,  and  other  depreda- 
tions.    They  were   entirely  routed,    and  fled  into  the  wild 
dernefs,    where    their    profpecl   was  difmal.      Seven  day$; 
march — rivers  pafTable,  but  upon  rafts— a  barren  wildernefs,1 
in  an  inclement  feafon,  to  be  encountered  before  they  coulck 
obtain  any  provifions.     Thedefolate  region  they  traverfed, 
in   their  flight,    lies   upwards  of  thirty  miles  north   of  Fort 
Schuyler.     AH  their  horfes,  excepting  five,  and  their  wound* 
ed,  fell  into  the  hands  of  Colon  H  Willet. 
Nov.  Operations   in  Virginia,  after  the  arrival  of   Count  de 

GrafFe.  -si 

Lord  Cornwallis,  with  his  troops,  having  taken  pofTeiTion  ^le 
of  York- town  and  GlouceJiert  in  Auguil  Uft,  he  eftablifhedf  flo 
pofls  there.  The  former  being  the  principal  one,  the  Roy« 
alifts  were  collected  there,  the  26th  gf  that  month,  at  the  ] 
time  Count  de  Grafle  arrived  off  the  Chefepeak,  with  a  wter 
large  fleet  of  French  men  of  war,  toaflili  in  an  expedition 


f     The  prefent  Duke  of  Clarence. 
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jrmed  againft  his  Lordlhip.  In  the  beginning  of  Septem- 
er,  Count  de  Grade's  fleet  was  joined  by  eight  fail  of  men 
i  war,  from  Newport,  under  M.  Barras.  The  French  Ad- 
liral  landed  fome  troops  in  Virginia.  The  critical  fhuation 
f  Lord  Cornwallis,  called  for  every  effort  to  be  made  by  the 
loyal  commanders  at  New  York,  to  relieve,  him.  For  this 
urpofe,  the  Britilh  fleet,  under  Admirals  T.  Greaves,  Hood, 
nd  Drake,  failed  from  thence,  for  the  Chefepeak.  On  their 
ppearance  off,  the  French  flipped  their  cables,  and  put  out 
her  them.  An  engagement  enfued,  on  the  7th  of  Septem- 
er.  off  Cape  Henry.  Count  de  Graffe  commanded  one  di- 
ifion  of  the  French,  in  the  order  of  battle.  M.  de  Mor- 
2uil  and  M.  de  Bouganville,  the  other  twodivifions.  They 
revailed  over  the  Britifti  and  obliged  them  to  defift.  Cap- 
ain  Robinion,  01  the  Shrewfbury,  loft  one  of  his  legs.  The 
ftion  began  .at  four  o'clock,  P.  M.  and  continued  till  fun- 
et,  when  the  firing  ceafed.  Rear- Admiral  Drake,  com- 
nanded  the  van  of  the  Britiih,  which  divifion  being  chiefly 
ngaged,  lufFered  greatly  in  their  malls  and  rigging;  one  of 
hem,  with  all  her  pumps,  could  fcarcely  be  kept  above  wa- 
er,  and  they  afterwards  burnt  her;  fhe  was  the  Terrible,  of 
eventy-fourguns. 

By  the  Britiih  account,  they  fufFered  much  more  in  their 
nafls  and  tackling  than  the  French;  they  had  ninety 
nen  killed,  and  two  hundred  and  forty-fix  wounded.  The 
leets  remained  within  fight  of  each  other,  five  days  ;  but 
he  French  had  fo  polled  themfelves,  as  to  prevent  any  fuc- 
:ours  getting  up  York  river.  The  Britiih,  therefore,  return- 
id  to  New  York.  Two  Britiih  frigates,  the  Iris  and  Rich- 
nond.  were  captured  by  the  French. 

The  allied  army,  deftined  to  encounter  the  Britiih  in  Vir- 
*ia,  were  faid  to  confill  of  feven  thoufand  French,  and  five 
houfand,  five  hundred  Continental  regulars,  aflifted  with 
bme  militia.  They  paffed  the  North  River,  and  proceeded 
via  Philadelphia  ;  they  began  to  move  from  the  neighbour- 
hood of  New  York,  towards  the  latter  end  of  Auguft,  and  the 
beginning  of  September  they  arrived  at  Wiiliamfburg.  Suit- 
ible  difpofitions  being  made,  they  invefted  York-town,  and 
Gloucefter.  The  allies  began  their  operations,  and  on  the 
evening  of  the  6th  ol  October,  broke  ground  within  feven 
hundred  yards  o£  the  enemy's  lines.  A  parallel  of  a  mile  in 
extent,  was  completed,  unperceived  by  the  enemy  ;  3nd  be- 
fore the  evening  of  the  10th,  they  began  a  cannonade  and 
bombardment,  from  upwards  or  fixty  pieces  ot  heavy  ord- 
nance and  mortars  ;  their  fire  being  fuperior  to  the  enemy's,. 
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1781.     On  the  night  of  the  12th  of  O&ober,  the  fecond  parallel  wH  )mi[ 
begun,  but  not  completed  till  the  morn  of  the  15th.     Twierp2! 
redoubts  on  the  enemy's  left,  being  neceffary  to  effecl: 
They  were  ftormed  by  the  French  grenadiers,  under  Bar 
de  Viomenii\  and  the  American  light  troops,  under  Marqu 
de  la  Fayette.     The  redoubts  were  defended  by  one  hu| 
dred  and  fifty  men,  all  of  whom  were  either  killed  or  takei 
The  allies'  lofs  was  about  one  hundred  killed  and  wound 
On  the  evening  of  the  16th,  Colonel  Abercrombie  of  t 
Royalifts,  with  eight  companies  of  light  troops,  made  an  a 
tack  on  the  line  of  the  befiegers,  in  two  places,  and  got  intj 
two  unfinifhed  batteries  and  fpiked  a  few  pieces  of  cannon, 
but  was  foon  repulfed  with  lofs.     On  the  evening  of  the  iyt\, 
a  furious  attack  was  made  on  the  enemy's  works,  from  th» 
fecond  parallel,  from  feventy  pieces,  at  the  diftance  of  aboil 
two  hundred  and  fifty  yards,   which  occafioned  Lord  Corn 
wallis  to  order  a  parley  to  be  beat,  and  to  requeft  a  ce{Tatio?1(r|ail( 
of  twenty-four  hours,  for  CommiiTioners  to  be  appointed  bj!0|fjc 
both  parties,  to  adjuft  the   terms  of   furrender.     Sufficient  LC] 
time   was  granted  by  General  Wafhington  for  this  purpofe 
The  Vifcount  de  Noailles  and  Colonel   Laurens,  aids  to  hi? 
Excellency,   having  fettled  the  preliminaries  with  Colone] 
Dundas  and  Major  Rofs,  aids  and  Commiflioners  from  Lore 
Cornwallis,  the  articles  of  capitulation  were  figned  the  19th 
of  October,  about  one  o'clock,  and  interchanged  ;  and  about 
two,  P.  M.  the  Britifh  garrifon,  of  York,  led  on  by  General 
OTIara  (Cornwallis  being  indifpofed)  was  conduced    by 
General  Lincoln,  through  the  allied  army  drawn  up  in  two 
lines,  to  a  field,    where,   having  grounded  their  arms,  and 
ffripped  off  their  accoutrements,   they  were  re-conducled 
through  the  lines,  and  committed  to  the  care  of  a  guard.    At|»j 
the  fame  time,  and  in  the  fame  manner,  the  garrifon  of  Glou-L 
cefter  Was  furrendered  to  the  command  of  the  Due  de  Lau-  L 
zun.      Previous  to  this,  a  detachment  of  Americans  and 
French,  took  poffeflion  of  the  enemy's  horn-works,  and  plant-  jfe 
ed  on  them,  the  ftandards  of   the  allied  nations' of  America 
and  France* 

The  only  contefl  between  the  Americans  and  French,  dur-  L^ 
ing  the  fiege,  was,  who  mould  excel  in  operations  againft  L 
the  common  enemy.  An  officer  who  left  the  allied  army, 
the  next  day  after  the  furrender  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  and^his 
army,  favoured  the  public,  with  the  foregoing  narrative  of 
their  operations,  &c. 

Subftance  of  the  capitulation  agreed  on  between  General 
Walhington,  Count  de  Rochambeau,  and  Count  de  GraiTe 
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the  one  part,  and  Earl  Cornwallis  and  Thomas  Symonds 
mmander  of  the  Britifh  naval  force  at  Virginia)  on  the 
er  part. 

The  mariners  and  feamen  of  the  King's  mips  are  prif- 
;rs  of  war  to  the  navy  of   France,  and  the  land  forces  to 
United  States.  f 

AD  military  and  artillery  ftores  to  be  delivered  up  un- 
>aired.  (The  manner  of  furrender  was  with  mouldered 
is,  colours  cafed  and  drums  beating  a  Britifh  march  to 
und  their  arms  and  return  to  their  encampment  till  their 
ination  was  fixed.) 
*  Officers  to  have  their  fide  arms  allowed  them,  and  their 

Ivate  property. 
'  The  foldiers  to  be  kept  at  Virginia,  Maryland  and  Penn- 
J/ania  in  regiments;  to  have  rations  allowed  them  equal  to 
Americans,  and  to  have  their  officers  near  them. 
'  The  General  and  other  officers  to  go  on  paroles  to 
gland,  New  York,  or, other  polls  occupied  by  the  Britifh; 
officers  to  keep  foldiers  or  fervants. 

Lord  Cornwallis  to  man  and  difpatch  the  Bonetta  floop 
War  with  difpatches  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  at  New  York ; 
veflel  to  be  returned,  and  the  hands  accounted  for. 

The  traders  to  be  allowed  to  difpofe  of  their  effects,  and 
3e  prifoners  on  parole. 

The  (hipping  with  all  the  ftores,  &c.  to  be  delivered  to 
officer  of  the  navy,  &c. 

One  article  propofing  "  That  the  natives  or  inhabitants 

had  joined  the  Britifh,  fhould  not  be  punifhed  on  that 
ount,  was  not  admitted  by  his  Excellency  General  Wafh- 
ton,  and  referred  to  the  civil  power.*' 
\n  official  return  flates  the  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  French, 
y  killed  and  one   hundred  and  twenty-feven  wounded. 

ericans.twenty-feven  killed,  and  feventy-three  wounded, 
tal,  two  hundred  and  feventy-feven.    Among  the  flain  of 

Americans  is  Colonel  Scammel,  a  worthy  officer,  who 
1  ferved  with  great  reputation,  as  Adjutant-General  of  the 
ntinental  troops. 

Uornwailis's  account  of  his  lofs,  during  the  liege,  is  one 
ldred  and  fifty-fix  killed,  three  hundred  and  twenty-fix 
unded,  and  feventy  miffing.  Total,  five  hundred  and  fihy- 
?. 

♦Vom  the  original  mufter-rolls  of  the  Britifh,  a  copy  of 
ich  was  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs  by  General  Wafhington, 

following  appears  to  be  their  lofs,  viz. 


224  dn  Hijlorical  Journal  of 

1781.         ^7247  Regulars,  including  the  hofpital  and  commifTarw 
*  iy^    departments.  IN1 

75brafs\  83  lbs.     \        '  I  Maj 

169  iron  }  cannon'       S^bbls.  /  P°wder- 
2025  fabres.  261  horfes.  |perj 

7794  mufquets.  ")  1600  calks  pork,  beef,  flour  an 

J  other  proviflons.- 

A  large  quantity  of  artillery  and  military  flores,  regimen, 
ta!  ftandards,  German  18,  Britifh  10.  Camp  colours,  Getf 
man  32,  Britifh  41. 

Military  cheft/*2 113  6s,   fterling. 

General  Wafhington  fent  forward  to  Congrefs  twenty- 
four  of  the  ftandards  to  be  preferved  as  trophies  of  this  vie 
tory. 

Lord  Cornwallis  having  been  reduced  to  fuch  a  fituation 
as  obliged  him  to  furrender,  or  attempt  an  efcape,  he  mad 
preparations  for  the  latter,+  expecting  that  though  it  fhoul 
prove  unfuccefsful  to  its  object,  it  might  delay  the  a! lie 
forces  in  the  profecution  of  their  enterprizes.  A  number-o 
large  boats  were  prepared,  and  upon  other  pretexts  were  or 
dered  to  be  in  readinefs  to  receive  troops  precifely  at  a 
hour  he  had  appointed  ;  with  thefe  he  hoped  to  pafs  the  in 
fantry  in  the  night,  abandoning  his  baggage,  ana  leaving  M 
detachment  to  capitulate  for  the  town's  people,  and  for  the  ^ 
fick  and  wounded;  on  which  fubjecl  a  letter  was  ready  to M  \ 
be  delivered  to  General  Wafhington.       %  '  ■% 

After  making  his  arrangements  as  fecretly  a$  he  could, the  Put< 
light  infantry,  greateft  part  of  the  guards,  and  part  of  the'  Tl 
twenty-third  regiment  embarked  at  the  hour  appointed,  and 
landed  at  Gloucefter;  but  a  ftorm  of  wind  and  rain  enfuing, 
drove  all  the  boats,  fome  of  which  had  troops  on  board' 
down  the  river.  He  foon  found  that  the  intended  pafTage 
was  impra6licab!e.  In  this  fituation  his  force  being  divided, 
the  batteries  of  the  befiegers  opened  on  him;  the  palTage  Ks 
between  York  and  Gloucefter  greatly  expofed.  The  boats  "")' 
however  returned,  and  were  ordered  to  bring  back  the  troops  pu 
that  had  paffed  during  the  night,  which  was  done,  and  they  jcirc^i 
again  joined  his  Lordihipat  York.  This  plan  of  getting  off  ^  j 
with  his  troops  not  fucceeding,  he  thought  it  now  time  to  'r0oJ 
open  a  correspondence  with  General  Wafhington  with  pro-  7an 
pofals  of  furrender  on  the  conditions  above-mentioned. 
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Another  lifl  pubVifhed  makes  their  lofs  1 1,800,  including  It 
2000  fail  or  s,  1800  negroes,  and  1500  Tories ,  80  vejfels,  jllllg 
large  and  /mall. 

t  See  his  letter  written  after  his  capture 
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The  Brigadiers  Du  Portait  and  Knox,   for  their  fervices      1781. 
at  the  fiege  of  York-town,   were  advanced  to  the  rank  of    V  y  ti/ 
Major-Generals. 

About  the  4th  of  this  month,  Count  De  GrafTe,  with  the 
French  fleet,  failed  from  Virginia  for  the  Weft-Indies. 
.  [We  regret  the  fate  of  this  brave  and  experienced  com- 
mander. 

After  his  arrival  at  Hifpaniola,  he  failed  again  with  his 
fleet  to  join  the  Spanifh  fleet,  in  a  certain  latitude,  which  was 
deftined  to  recapture  the  ifland  oi  Jamaica  (which  had  been 
taken  from  the  Spaniards  in  1656,  and  had  remained 
in  pofleflion  of  the  Englifh.)  The  Britifh  fleet  under/ 
the  Admirals  Rodney,  Hood,  and  Drake,  fell  in  with  the  ; 

French  fleet;  and,  on  the  12th  of  April,  1782,  had  a  fevere 
engagement  with  them.  The  Count  being  overpowered 
>y  the  enemy's  force,  after  the  braveft  refiftance,  was  obliged 
o  ftrike  to  Sir  Samuel  Hood  in  the  Barfleur. 

The  Count  had  his  flag  on  board  the  Ville  de  Paris  of  one  vj 

lundred  and  ten  guns,  befides  which  five  other  fhips  of  thef 
French  fquadron  were  captured  by  the  Britifh.  The  Count 
lad  the  teftimony  of  the  principal  Britifh  officers  in.  his  fa- 
vour ;  they  applauded  his  courage  and  conducl,  and  teitifieo! 
hat  he  had  done  all  it  was  in  the  power  of  any  man  to  do  in 
ike  circumftances,  notwithftanding  which,  and  the  honour 
ie  had  brought  on  the  French  flag  in  America,  he  was 
lifgraced  in  France;  his  misfortune  and  ill  treatment  fbon 
>ut  an  end  to  his  life  after  his  arrival  there.] 

This  day  was  appointed  by  Congrefs,  and  accordingly  oh-     jjgCt  ^ 
erved  throughout  the  United  States,   as  a  day  of  religious 
tiankfgiving  for  the  fignal  victory  granted  the  allied  army 
ver  the  enemy  at  York>town,,the  19th  of  October  laft. 

At  this  period  a  revolution  in  the  currency  of  the  United 
kates  took  place.  The  paper  bills  of  credit,  emitted  by  Con- 
refs  and  individual  States,  by  their  recommendation,  to 
Jarry  on  the  war,  fuddenly  difappeared  and  went  out  of 
.lirculation  ;  gold  and  filver  appeared,  and  became  the 
irculating  medium.  The  foreign  loans  negotiated  by  » 
be  American  minifters,  the  fpecie  brought  by  the  French 
roops  and  navy,  together  with  the  trade  of  the  French  and 

panifh  Weft-Indies  (part  of  the  returns  being  inverted  in 
ard  money)  fecilirated  this  change  in  the  currency  of  the 
■States.  j  g2> 

The  capture  of  Eari  Cornwallis  and  his  army  was  humili-    t       ^^ 
ting  to  the  Britifh  miniftry,   and  fruftrated  their  fanguine 

opes  of  reducing  America  to  the  obedience  of  Parliament, 

Vol. II.  Dd 
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1782.  On  his  Lordfhip's  arrival  in  England  (on  bis  parole)  he 
— y*— '  declared  that  "  America  was  not  to  be  conquered  by  fire-anct 
fvvord,  let  their  numbers  be  ever  fo  great."  Lord  North  faw 
the  futility  of  his  fchemes,  and  faid  that  the  form  of  the  war 
alh  together  mould  be  altered.  Lord  George  Germaine  re- 
figned  his  American  Secretaryship,  and  quitted  the  idea  of 
conqueft.     In  fa 61  all  parties  wifhed  for  peace. 

The  military  operations  of  the  royal  army  at  New  York 
were  fufpended.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  employed  a  number 
of- his  troops  in  cutting  a  canal  from  the  north  to  the  eaft, 
river,  to  fefve  as  a  barrier  againft  any  attack  from  the  Con- 
tinental army,  in  cafe  the  fufpenfion  mould  be  taken  of£ 
and  the  war  be  renewed. 

Count  De  Rochambeau  detached  from  his  army  in  Vir- 
ginia, about  eight  hundred  troops  to  join  General  Greene  i 
Carolina. 

The  latter  end  of  this  month  a  bill  was  prepared  ancMfoi 
brought  into  Parliament,  "to  enable  his  Majefty  toconclud 
a  peace  and  truce  with  the  revolted  Colonics  in  America. 

An  aft  was  pafled  conformable  to  the  principles  o\  thi 
bill  and  received  the  royal  afcent,  but  it  was  deficient  in  th 
two,  moft  efTential  points  ;  it  did  not  contain  the  leafi:  hin 
of  granting  independencv  to  America,  or  including  Franc 
in  the  truce  propofed.  The  people  were  clamourous  again 
the  mini  dry  ;  they  had  loft  their  confidence.  Their  meaf. 
ures   were  found  to  be  ruinous  in  their   confequences,    t 


the  nation,  and  a  total  change  in  the  adminiftration  tookS^ 
place.  The  Marquis  of  Rockingham  was  appointed  firllJH 
Lord  of  the  treafury  in  the  room  of  Lord  North,  Th^Jp* 
views  of  the  new  miniftry  appeared  to  be  pacific,  fomethin 
like  an  olive  branch  was  held  out  to  America,  and  Sir  Gu 
Carlton  difpatched  there,  witji  the  aft  of  truce,  juft  mention|BfViar< 
ed,  which,  had  it  been  paffed  after  the  change  of  the  oId$P°k 
miniftry,  would  probably  have  contained  the  neceflary  re-fptb 
quifites  for  making  peace.  Sir  Guy  Carlton  was  alio  tQjjpni 
fucceed  Sir  Henry  Clinton  as  commander  in  chief  of  thtftfap. 
troops  at  New  York.  fconti: 

April.        About  the  middle  of  this  month  Captain  Jojliua  HuddfM. 
was  inhumanly  hanged  at  Middletown  point,  bv  a  party  oj_ 
refugees.    The  ftory  is  thus  told  by  the  author  of  "  Commo'iafcaff 
Senfe,"   in  a  letter  to  Sir  Guy  Carlton,  alter  his  arrival  ajjglmiart 
New  York.  Ifcefij 

"  He  was  attacked  at  a  fmal!  fort  on  Tom's  river, by  a  party;'  The 
of  refugees  in  the  Britifh  pay  and  fervice.  and  made  prifonerjSfcto 
together  v/ith  his  company,  carried  to  New  York  and  lodg- 
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d  in  the  provoft  of  that  city.  About  three  weeks  after,  he 
vas  taken  out  of  the  provoft  down  to  the  water  fide,  put  into 

boat,  and  brought  again  upon  the  Jerfey  fhore,  and  there, 
:ontrary  to  the  praelice  of  all  nations  but  favages,  was  hung 
>n  a  tree,  and  left  hanging  until  found  by  our  people,  who 
00k  him  down  and  buried  him. 

"  The  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  country  where  the 
nurder  was  committed,  fent  a  deputation  to  General  Wafh- 
ngton,  with  a  full  and  certified  ftate  of  the  fact.  Struck,  as 
very  humane  breaft  muft  be,  at  fuch  Britifh  outrage,  and 
etermined  both  to  punifh  and  prevent  it  for  the  future, 
le  Gerieral  represented  the  cafe  to  General  Clinton,  who 
len  commanded  and  demanded  that  the  refugee  officer,  who 
rdered  and  attended  the  execution,  whofe  name  is  Lippin- 
ut,  mould  be  delivered  up  as  a  murderer,  and  in  cafe  of  re- 
jifal,  that  the  perfon  of  {ome  Britifh  officer  mould  JufFer  in 
is  ftead.  The  demand,  though  not  refufed,  has  not  been 
omplied  with,  and  the  melancholy  lot  (not  by  fele£iion  but 
y  calling  lots)  has  fallen  upon  Captain  Afgil,  of  the  guards*, 
1  prifoner  under  the  capitulation  of  York-town.]  The  ref- 
gees'  pretence  for  this  violent  acl:,  was,  "  That  Captain 
luddy  fometime  before,  made  prifoner  of  a  certain  Philip 
ftfhite  of  their  party,  and  after  having  maimed  him,  broke 
oth  his  legs,  and  tauntingly  bid  him  run;"  but   (fays  the 

flator  of  this  affair)  "  This  flimfy  ftory  mult  have  been 
eated  by  the  murderous  hearts  of  the  refugees  to  cloak 
neir  villainy."  It  was  fully  proved,  that  Captain  Huddy 
ras  clofely  confined  a  prifoner  at  New  York,  at  the  time, 
md  for  many  days  before  White  was  taken.  To  fet  this 
patter  right,  an  extract  of  a  letter,  dated  at  Freehold,  Mon- 
uouth  county,  15th  of  April,  was  published  at  Trenton  re- 
veling White.  It  relates  *'  His  being  taken  the  laft  of 
larch,  and  after  tokens  of  furrendering  as  a  prifoner,  he 
)ok  up  a  mufquet  and  killed  a  fon  of  Colonel  Hendrickfon, 
ut  being  taken  by  forne  light  horfe,  and  while  they  were 
OnduQing  him  to  Freehold,  he  again  attempted  to  make  his 
fcape,  and  being  called  upon  feveral  times  to  furrender,  and 
ontinuing  to  run,  when  leaping  into  a  bog  impailable  by 
pe  horfe,  he  received  a  flroke  on  his  head  with  a  fword, 
pbich  killed  him  inftantly.  The  above  fa&s  were  proved 
y  affidavits  of  the  perfons  who  were  prefent  and  by  the  vol- 
ntary  teftimorty  of  one  Aaroh,  who  was  taken  priloner  with 
le  faid  White." 
The  true  caufe  of  the  barbarity  to  Captain  Huddy,  was 
d  to  be,  his  having  feveral  times  bravely  defended  him- 


£28  An  Hijlorical  Journal  of 


1781.     felf  when  attacked  by  the  refugees,  and  in  fome  inftances 
*,,yi.  P    been  fuccefsful  againft  them. 

Sir  Guy  Carlton  (after  Clinton's  departure)  though  applied 
to  for  the  delivering  up  the  perpetrators  of  this  a6l,  to  fave  the 
life  of  the  unfortunate  Afgil,  did  not  do  it.  Lippencut  is 
faidto  have  had  a  trial  by  a  general  court  martial  at  New  York,! 
and  was  cleared  by  proving  he  a£led  under  orders  from  the 
board  of  refugees  ;  the  Prefident  of  which  board  had  been 
the  King's  Governour  of  the  neighbouring  State,  and  had 
embarked  for  England. 

[Mrs.  Afgil,  mother  of  the  deftined  victim,  wrote  a  mov< . 
ing  letter  to  M.  Vergennes,  Minifler  of  France,  reprefenting  ; 
the  youth  (about  nineteen)  and  innocence  of  her  foti,   anq 
the  diftrefs  of  her  family,   her  hufband  fick,  given   over 
by  his  phyficians,  and  her  daughter  feized  with  a  delirium] 
&c.     The  humane  minifler  interpofed  and  reprefented  th( 
above  circumftances  to  General  Wafhington,'and  he  to  Con. 
grefs,  in  confequence  of  which  young  Afgil  was  releafed  by{ 
their  order  in  the  month  of  J^ovember.] 
April  1Q.      The  United  Provinces  of  Holland  having  entered  into  al. 
liance  with  France,  oflenfive  and  defenfive,  confented  thereJ 
by  to  defend  the  freedom  of  America,  and  now  refolved  tq| 
recognize  the  independency  of  faid  States,  and  in  confe- 
quence thereof  admitted  John  Adams ,  Efq.  as  Minifler  Pie 
nipotentiary  from  the  thirteen  United  States,   to  their  Higf| 
MightinefTes  the  States-General,  to  which  office  he  had  bee 
appointed  after  Congrefs  had  advice  of  the  capture  of  Henr 
Laurens,  Efq.  on  his  pafTage  from  Philadelphia  to  Hollan 
September  12th,  1780. 

Mr.  Adams  had  prefented  addrefles  to  them  on  this  fub|  ^ 
jeft  in  the  months  of  March,  1781,  and  January,  1782,  an 
they  had  deliberated  on  permitting  him  to  deliver  credentia 
but  the  que ftion  was  not  determined  till  this  day.  The  cr 
dentials  be  delivered  to  the  Prefident  of  the  States-Genera 
was  conceived  in  the  following  terms  : 
"Moft  High  and  Mighty  Lords, 
"The  United  States  of  America  in  Congrefs  afTembled,]  ^ 
imprefled  with  a  fenfe  of  the  prudence  and  magnanimity 
their  High  MightinefTes,  and  of  their  unalterable  attach,* 
ments  to  the  rights  of  humanity,  and  being  defirous  of  cuR 
tivating  a  friendfhip  with  a  nation  fo  remarkable  for  theM 
wifdom  and  moderation,  have  appointed  Mr.  John  Adamsl 
an  ancient  deputy  in  Congrefs,  from  the  Province  of  Ma{Ta4 
chufetts,  and  a  member  of  the  Council  of  that  State  to  refide 
near  their  High  MightinefTes,  in  quality  of  Minifler  Pienipqj? 
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tentiary,  to  the  end  that  proof  may  be  given  to  the  Republic      1782. 
of  the  high  efteem  the  Americans  entertain  of  their  High     *    ^mJ 
MightinefTes.     Alfo  are  requefted  to  confide  unrefervedly 
in  whatever  faid  Minifter  mail  communicate  from  us,  and  es- 
pecially when  he  mall  aflure  them  of  the  fincerity  of  our  af- 
feaion  and  refpea,  &c.  S.  HUNTINGTON, 

Philadelphia,  January  1,  1781.  Prefideni" 

A  few  days  after  delivery  of  the  above,  the  American 
Minifter  prefented  a  memorial  relative  to  the  bufinefs  of 
his  million  in  the  words  following,  viz.  "  That  he  was 
charged  with  an  order  of  Congrefs  topropofe  to  the  States- 
General,  &c.  a  treaty  of  friendmip  and  commerce,  &c.  be- 
tween the  two  Republics,  and  requeftingthey  would  appoint 
one  or  more  of  its  fubjeas  to  confer  and  treat  with  him  on  this 
important  point."  May  t&. 

Commodore  Gillon,  commander  of  the  South  Carolina 
frigate,  in  a  letter  of  this  date  to  Governour  Matthews  of 
that  State,  informs  him  that  "  he,  together  with  a  fleet  of 
Spanifh  and  American  veflels,  failed  from  Havannah,  and 
inverted  New  Providence,  The  Spanifh  General  having 
fummoned  the  Governour  Maxwell  to  furrender,  he  deliv- 
ered up  the  ifiand,  and  the  other  Bahamas,  by  capitulation, 
to  the  Spanifh  General,  Cagigal,  in  behalf  of  the  crown  of 
Spain. 

Although  there  are  not  many  good  harbours  among  thefe 
iflands,  yet  when  it  is  confidered  that  they  extend  from  the 
latitude  of  210  o',  to  the  latitude  of  270  30'  north,  and  from 
the  longitude  of  700  to  about  the  longitude  of  790  weft  from 
London,  filling  up  the  feas  from  about  oppofite  the  centre 
of  theiflandof  Hifpaniola,  to  above  half  way  down  the  ifland 
of  Cuba,  and  then  ftretching  from  Cape  Florida,  to  very 
near  a-breft  of  Cape  Canaveral,  on  the  continent  of  Nortri 
America.  Their  being  in  pofleflion  of  a  friend  or  an  enemy, 
is  of  no  fmall  confequence  to  the  United  States,  efpecially 
as  the  d'uTerent  ftioai*  o&4.  fmall  iflands,  form  a  fhelter  for 
cruifers,  and  from  the  particular  turn  thefe  people  have  for 
privateering,  they  fucceeded  io  well  as  to  capture  upwards 
of  an  hundred  and  fixty  veflels,  during  the  laft  twelve  months, 
many  of  which  were  Americans.  May  24. 

Major-General  Wayne  at  Georgia,  writes  to  Major-Gen- 
eral Greene  of  this  date,  "  That  the  enemy  were  out  in  force 
from  Savannah, in  confequence  of  which  he  put  the  troops  un- 
der his  command,  in  motion,  and  having  intelligence  the  21ft 
of  May  in  what  manner  the  troops  were  difpofed  ;  notwiih- 


230 


An  Hijlorical  Journal  of 


1782.     ftanding  the  difficulty  of  the  rout  to  their  pofition,as  well  as  t! 
y  ■■  *    delicacy  of  a  meafure  that  would  place  him  between  the 
whole  of  the  enemy's  force  in  Georgia,  but  relying  on  the  a( 
tivity  of  his  officers  and  troops  he  ^lirecled  them  to  advance^ 
upon  conviclion,  that  the fuccefs  of  an  attack  in  the  night  dc 
pehded  more  on  prowefs  than  numbers.  On  the  Ogeeberoa( 
about  four  miles  fouth-weft  of  Savannah,  his  vanguard  charged 
the  enemy  with  fuch  vivacity  as  immediately  terminated  in  thi 
total  defeat  and  difperfion  of  all  the  Britifh  cavalry,  and  a  largi 
body  ot  infantry  picked  from  the  7th  regiment,  the  Heffians 
Fannings,  and  Browne's  regulars,  with  the  Chi&aco  Indian* 
tories,  &c.  commanded  by  Colonel  Browne.     The  almoi 
impenetrable  thick  woods,  deep  moraffes,  and  fwamps,  int^ 
which  they  plugged  in  a  difperfed  ftate,  under  cover  of  th< 
night,  faved  them  from  total  ruin,  at  the  expenfe  of  a  gre< 
proportion  of  their  arms  and  horfes,  which  thev  abandoned 
to  procure  perfonal  fafety.     A  number  fell  into  the  hands,  0! 
General  Wayne,  among  whom  is  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dougj 
las,  dangeroufly  wounded..     He  collecled  about  twenty  of 
thirty  of  their  beft  dragoon  horfes,  and  Colonel  Browne  anc 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ingram  did  not  get  back  to  Savannal 
till  the  fecond  night  alter  the  action,  and  then  unattended. 

General  Wayne  effecled  this  fatiguing  march  of  forti 
miles  in  a  few  hours,  and  with  the  lofsofonly  five  privat< 
killed  and  two  wounded.  The  General  advanced  with  hii 
troops  in  view  of  the  enemy's  lines,  but  the  commandei 
General  Clarke,  not  choofing  to  come  out,  he  marched  hi 
troops  back  to  Ebenezer. 

General  Lejlie  now  commander  of  the  Royalifts  in  Care 
lina,  in  confequence  of  fome  official  papers,  he  had  receive^ 
from  Sir  Henry  Clinton  before  he  left  the  continent,  pre 
pofed  to  General  Greene  a  cejfation  of  arms  ;  but  as  the  latl^ 
had  no  advice  from  Congiefs  on  that  fubje£r,  he  did  n( 
think  himfelf  at  liberty  to  make  fuch  an  agreement. 

From  a  reprefentatation  of  the  circumftances  of  the  Roy] 
alifts  in  that  State,  it  appears  they  much  needed  the  ce(Lti< 
3>ropcfed.     The  flying  parties  from  Charleilon,  though  thej 
made   frequent  excurfions  into  the  country,  had  very  littl 
fuccefs.     The  Continentals  having   the  poiTeflion   of  it, 
was  with  much  difficulty  they  got  fupplies  of  provifions  e; 
cept  *rom  the  iflands,  which  were  greatly  interrupted..  It  wj 
at  that  time  reported  that  the  province  had  raifed  above  80,0c 
barrels  of  rice  the  year  (1781)  yet  the  Britifh  mips  could  n< 
before,  and  were  obliged  to  leave  Charleflon 


come  at  it 


h^llaff.     Their  army   there,  was  alfo  greatly   reduced    bj 
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ie  a&ions  they  had  been  engaged  in,  by  ficknefs,  and  by 
efertion. 

To  make  afeparate  peace  with  the  United  States,  exclu- 
ve  of  France,  was  the  objeft  of  the  aft  of  Parliament 
rought  to  America  by  Sir  Guy  Carlton. 

He  delivered  his  public  papers  to  Mr.  Morgan,  his  Secre- 
iry,  and  requefted  of  General  Wafhingtpn  a  paflport  for 
im  to  Congrefs,  but  they  having  previous  knowledge  of  the 
mor  of  the  aft,  direfted  the  commander  in  chief  not  to  grant 
le  pafTport  requefted,  as  it  would  be  a  wafte  of  time  to  delib- 
rate  on  terms  they  had  fome  time  before  refolved  were  in- 
dmiffible  by  them. 

Congrefs  paffed  the  following  aft  : '  June  2  * 

"  Whereas  the  enemy,  having  renounced  the  hope  of  ac- 
omplifhing  their  defigns  againft  the  United  States  by  force 
lone,  are  reforting  to  every  expedient  which  may  tend  to  cor- 
jpt  the  patriotifm  of  their  citizens,  or  to  weaken  the  founda- 
on  of  the  public  credit  :  And  in  purfuance  of  this  policy, 
re  encouraging,  to  the  utmoft,  a  clandestine  traffic  between 
le  inhabitants  of  this  country,  and  thofe  who  refide  within 
le  garrifons  and  places  therein,  now  in  their  pofleiTion  : 

nd  whereas  fome  of  the  faid  inhabitants,  prompted  either 
y  a  fordid  attachment  to  gain,  or  by  a  fecret  confpiracy  with 
le  enemies  of  their  country,  are  wickedly  engaged  in  carry-  * 

ig  on  this  illicit  traffic,  whereby  a  market  is  provided  for  Brit- 
h  merchandizes,  the  circulating  fpecie  is  exported  from  the 

nited  States,  the  payment  of  taxes  rendered  more  difficult 

id  burthenfome  to  the  people  at  large,  and  great  difcourage-  x 

lent  occafioned  to  honeft  and  lawful  commerce. 

"  Refolved,  that  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the 
egiflatures  of  the  feveral  States,  to  adopt  the  mod  effica- 
ous  meafures  for  fuppreffing  all  traffic  and  illicit  intereourfe 
;tween  their  refpeftive  citizens  and  the  enemy. 

"  Refolved,  that  the  Legiflatures,  or  in  cafe  of  their  recefs% 
le  Executives  of  the  feveral  States,  be  earneftly  requefted 
1  imprefc,  by  every  means  in  their  power,  on  the  refpeftive 

tizens  at  large,  the  baneful  confequences  apprehended  by 

ongrefs  from  a  continuance  of  this  illicit  and  infamous 
affic,  and  the  neceffity  of  co-operating  with   the  public 

eafures,  by  fuch  united,  patriotic,  and  vigilant  exertions, 

will  deteft  and  bring  to  legal  punifhment,  thofe  whofhaiJ 
iive  been  in  any  manner  concerned  therein." 

Congrefs  removed  from  Philadelphia   to  Princeton  by  ci-  June  26, 

ftion  of  their  PreQdent,  Elias  Boudinot,  t'fq. 
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Their  removal  was  in  confequence  of  a  mutiny,  whicl 
happened  among  a  few  of  the  Continental  troops  at  Phila; 
delphia  (fome  Pennfylvania  levies  from  Lancafter.j      The 
feized  the  magazines,  artillery,  &c.   furrounded  the  Senafc 
Houfe,  and  fent  a  letter  to  the  Prefident  of  Congrefs  dt 
manding  "  Their   authority  to  appoint  fuch  officers  ove1 
them  as  they  could  confide  in,  and  would  redrefs  their  grievl 
ances  ;  that  they  had  only  twenty  minutes  to  deliberate 
and  they  might  judge  ot  the  confequences  if  they  refufed.* 
The  Prefident  or  the  State  of  Pennfylvania,  John  Dickinfon 
Efq.  interfered,  with  the  light  horfe,  &c.     But  it  appearec 
to  Corigiefs,  from  the  prefent  ftate  of  things  in  Philadelphia  v 
that  there  was  not  fufficient  energy  in  that  government  U 
protect  them   in  cafe  matters  were  brought  to  extremities]! 
and  therefore,  thought  it  prudent  for  that  body  to  quit  th| 
city. 

June  29,  At  Sharon,  about  five  miles  from  Savannah,  General 
Wayne  was  attacked  in  a  violent  impetuous  manner  by  a 
large  body  of  Cherokee  Indians,  with  whom,  it  was  faid,  there 
was  a  Britifh  officer.  They  drove  a  light  company  in  the  real 
of  Colonel  Pofey's  battalion,  and  took  two  pieces  of  artille- 
ry, but  Captain  Parker,  aflifted  by  Captain  Gun,  with  hiii 
troops  of  dragoons  advanced  upon  the  enemy,  notwithftand 
ing  a  heavy  fire  and  hideous  yell.  At  the  fame  time  Colo-) 
nel  Pofey  and  Major  Finley  charged  the  enemy  in  flank,  and 
foon  caufed  the  total  rout  of  the  lavages.  Fourteen  Indiana  ^j 
and  two  whites  were  killed  ;  among  the  former  was  Emifi 
tifcgo,  their  principal  warriour.     General  Wayne  had  the 

I  precaution   to  prevent  a  junction  ot  the  Britifh  garrifon  at 

^Savannah  with  the  lavages.  When  the  Royalifts  came  ouu 
he  drove  them  back.  They  took  one  Britifh  ftandard,  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty-feven  horfes  with  |)acks.  Of  the 
Continentals,  five  were  killed,  and  eight  wounded.  The 
following  (lory  was  told  in  Carolina  :  "  That  in  the  engage 
ment,  a  (ingle  combat  was  fought  between  the  General  anc 
*he  Indian  chief  EmifHfego.  When  the  General's  horfe 
was  fhot  under  him,  and  the  tomahawk  of  the  chief  uplifted 
and  in  the  moment  of  putting  an  end  to  his  life,  a  dragoon 
came  up  and  difpatched  the  Indian  warriour  with  his  fword.' 
This    day    the    Britifh  evacuated  Savannah,  in  Georgia 

July  21.     ?r,d  General  Wayne  took  poileflion  of  it.  This  brave  man,hu-i| 
mane,  and  generous  as  he  is  brave,  inflead  of  making  then: 
luffer  for  the  part  they  had  taken,  ifiued  general  orders  tha 
no  jnfult  or  depredations  fhould  be  committed  on  the  inhalw 
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itants  by  his  troops  ;  the  civil  authority  to  take  cognizance 
of  criminals  and  default  if  any  there  was. 

The  merchants  and  traders  to  give  genuine  invoices  of 
their  goods  of  every  fpecies,  and  a  reafonable  profit  to  be 
allowed  them  for  fuch  articles  as  fhould  be  taken  for  ufe  of 
the  army,  &c. 

The  Royalifts  under  the  orders  of  General  Leflie,  were    Aug.  tft 
this  month  ravaging  Combakee  river,    in  queft  of  rice,  and 
other  provifions  for  the  garrifon  of  Charleftom     General 
Greene   detached  fome  light  troops  under  General  Gift  to 

ppofe  them;  they  miffed  them,  and  were  obliged  to  retire 
without  obtaining  their  objecl,  but  the  Continentals  fuftained 

very  heavy  lofs  j  Colonel  John  Laurens,  being  (lain  this  day 

1  a  fkirmifh  with  another  party  of  the  enemy's  troops* 
Fin's  gentleman  was  fort  of  Henry  Laurens,  Efq.  late  Prefi- 
ient  of  Congrefs,  and  had  been  employed  by  them  on  a  fpe- 
cial  embafTy  to  France,  to  obtain  a  loan  for  the  United 
States.  He  arrived  in  that  kingdom  the  14th  of  Novern- 
>er,  and  having  fucceeded  in  his  negociation,  he  returned 
o  his  country  with  Mr*  T.  Paine  (who  accompanied  him 
here.)  He  is  the  laft  officer  of  note,  flain  in  the  war,  and 
s  characterized  "  As  having  poffeffed  abilities  equal  to  the 
sigheft  ftations." 

Brigadier-General  Marrian  repulfed  a  party  of  one  hun-  Aug.  20* 
Ired  horfe,  and  fome  dragoons,  who  had  croffed  Biggin's 
Dridgeat  Fardo's  plantation,  under  Major  Frafer  ;  they  broke 
ind  retreated  in  confufion>  leaving  behind  them  a  Captain 
Gillis,  and  three  men  dead  ;  one  prisoner,  eight  horfes,  and 
a  mule,  killed  and  taken;  General  Marrian  loll  his  ammu- 
nition waggon,  and  baggage;  the  driver  being  affrighted 
drove  off,  contrary  to  orders.  The  enemy  took  the  road  to 
Huge's  bridge,  and  Major  Conyers  was  difpatched  in  pur- 
suit of  them.  The  day  after  this  affair  happened,  the  Gene- 
al  iorwarded  the  above  account  to  Governour  Matthews. 

In  this  month  arrived  at  New  York,  Admiral  Lord  Hood*  September 
in  the  Barfleur,  from  the  Weft-Indies ;  and  Admiral  Pigot, 
vith  feveral  fail  of  the  line^  from  Jamaica.     After  having 
ecruited,  they  took  their  departure. 

A  treaty  of  commerce  was   figned   in   Holland   between    03.   7. 
the  Deputies  of  the  feven  United  Provinces,  and  Mr.  Adams 
Ambaffador  Irom  Congrefs. 

The  Britifh  government  having  tried  every  means  in  their   Nov.  30* 
power  to  fubjugatetheUnited  States  without  fuccefs,  were  at 
ength  convinced,  it  was  time  to  give  over  the  war,  defift 
rom  further  offenfive  operations  in  America  ;  and  enter  into' 
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negociations  for  a  general  pacification,  as  France  and  th^j 
United  States  would  not  negociate  unlefs  jointly. 

A  Commiflioner  was  fent  from  the  court  of  London,  to* 
Paris  to  treat  with  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  there. 
The  provifional  articles  offered  by  MefTrs.  Adams,  Franklin, 
Jay,  and  Laurens,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  werei 
accepted  and  figned  at  Paris  this  day  by  them,  and  Richard 
Olwald,  Efq.  the  Britifh  Commiflioner.  In  the  firft  article, 
of  which  Great-Britain  acknowledges  the  thirteen  United 
States  of  America,  to  be  free.,  fovereign,  independent  States^, 
and  relinquishes  all  claim  to  the  government,  property,  and 
territorial  rights  of  the  fame. 

France  and  Holland  alio  ad jufted  their  difputes,  but  the 
feparate  treaties  with  them  were  not  figned  at  this  time.* 
Dec.  14.         General  Leilie,   with  the  Royalifts  evacuated  South  Ca- 
rolina.    The  civil  police  in  Charleflon  was  re-eftablifhed 
by  the  American  inhabitants. 

The  Americans  had  now  repoiTefiion  of  all  the  fouthern 
States.     It  was  faid,  not  lefs  than  eighteen  thoufand  men/!' 
had  been  employed  by  the  Britifh  in  their  expeditions  irr 
that  quarter. 

The  Earl  of  SheSburne  was  Prime  Minifler,  on  deceafe*1 
of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  and  at  the  time  the  provi 
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them.     The  Duke  of  Portland  was   mounted  in  his  place. 
Lord  North  came  again  into  adminiftration,  as  one  of  the- 
principal  Secretaries  of  State ;  but  the  Miniftry,  formed  under' 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  was  of  fhort  duration,  and  a  new  ar- 
rangement took  place. 
January.       A   report   was  circulated  through   the  American  camp, 

"  That  Congrefs  did  not  mean  to  comply  with  their  refolves,  T 
refpecVmg  half  pay."  This  operated  very  powerfully  or* 
the  minds  of  the  officers  of  the  army,  and  occafioned  them 
to  forward  an  addrefs  to  Congrefs,  in  behalf  of  themfelves, 
and  their  brethren,  the  folchers.  They  afked  for  a  fupply  In 
of  money  to  be  forwarded  immediately  to  the  army,  for  a 
fettlement  of  the  accounts  of  arrearages  of  pay,  and  fe- 
curity  for  what  is  due  ;  for  a  commutation  of  half  for  full  "' ' 
pay  for  a  certain  number  of  year?,  or  for  a.fum  in  grofs  as 
fhould  be  agreed  on  j,  for  a  fettlement  of  accounts,  for  defic- 
iencies of  rations,  and  compenfations,  and  of  the  deficiencies 

*  Treaty  with.  France  figned  January  20,   1783,   with  I 
Holland  in  September 
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ciothing  and  compenfations.  They  conclude  their  addrefs 
thefe  words  :  "  The  preflure  of  evils  and  injuries,  which 
the  courfe  of  feven  Jong  years  have  made  their  condition, 
many  inftances,  wretched,  they  therefore  entreat  that 
jngrefs  (to  convince  the  army,  and  the  world,  that  the  in- 
pendence  of  America  mail  not  be  placed  on  the  ruin  of 
y  particular  clafs  of  citizens)  will  point  out  a  mode  for 
imediate  redrefs,  and  tha  the  difabled  officers  and  foldiers, 
th  the  widows  and  orphans  of  thofe  who  have  expended, 
may  expend  their  lives,  in  the  fervice  of  their  country  may 
comprehended,  and  that  fome  mode  be    pointed  out  for  . 

e  eventual  payment  of  thofe  foldiers,  who  are  the  fubje£ls 
the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  1,5th  of  May,  1778." 
In  confequence  of  this  addrefs,  Congrefs  pafled  the  fol-  Jan.  2$k 
I  wing  refolves.  viz. 

"  That  the  Superintendent  of  finance,  be  directed  conform- 
e  to  the  meafures  already  taken  for  that  purpofe,  as  foon 
the  flate  of  the  public  finances  will  pe*mit,  to  make  fuch 
yment,  and  in  fuch  manner  as  he  lhall  think  proper  till  the 
rther  order  of  Congrefs. 

"  With  refpecl  to  the  fecond  article  of  the  addrefs.  (The 
tlement  of  accounts  of  the  arrearages  of  pay.)  That  the 
reral  States  be  called  upon  to  complete,  without  delay,  the 
ttlements  with  their  refpe&ive  lines  of  the  army,  up  to  the 
ft  day  of  Auguft,  1780  ;  and  that  the  Superintendent  of  £U 
nee  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  mail  appear  to  him,  moft 
oper,  for  effecting  the  fettlement  from  that  period.  That 
2  troops  of  the  United  States  in  common  with  all  creditors 
the  fame,  have  an  undoubted  right  to  expe£l  fecurity  [for 
hat  (hall  be  found  due]  and  Congrefs  will  make  every  ef- 
rt  in  iheir  power,  to  obtain  from  the  refpe&ive  States,  fub- 
tntial  funds  adequate  to  the  object  of  funding  the  whole 
bt  oi  the  United  States,  and  will  enter  upon  an  immediate 
id  full  confideration  of  the  nature  of  fuch  funds,  and  the 
oft  likely  mode  of  obtaining  them." 

The  remainder  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  fub- 
&  of  the  addrefs,  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  five, 
General  M'Dougal  and  Colonel  Ogden,  two  of  the  army  Fd.  8. 
jents,  difpatched  to  Congrefs  on  the  bufinefs  of  the  addrefs, 
a  letter  to  General  Knox,  made  known  to  the  army- 
eir  fuccefs  ;  and  Colonel  Brooks  returned  to  car^p,  to  in, 
rra  them,  by  word  of  mouth,  of  the  profpett  of  commuta- 
in,    or  obtaining  an  equivalent  for  half  pay,  which  they 
d  propofed  in  their  addrefs.     General  M'Dougal  contin- 
id  at  Congrefs  on  the  army  bufinefs,  wbilfl  the  lmpieflion. 
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of"  the  report  which  occafioned  the  addrefs  to  Congrefi 
(however  falfe)  remained  on  the  minds  of  fome  officers ;  anc 
notwithftanding  Congrefs  were  doing  all  that  the  circurn 
fiances  of  the  States  would  admit  to  relieve  and  fatisfy  the 
army. 

March  iq.  Some  anonymous  papers,  addrefled  to  the  officers,  &c 
made  their  appearance,  and  were  calculated  to  inflame  theii 
minds,  and  caufe  {edition  in  the  army,  but  the  wife  and  pru^ 
dent  conduct  of  the  commander  in  chief  prevented  it. 

March  x8.      The  commander  in  chief,  in  a  letter  to  the  Prefident 

Congrefs,  dated  this  day,  incldfed  the  refult  of  the  granc 
convention  of  officers,  who  had  met  agreeable  to  his  orders 
on  the  l^th  inftant  ;   his  Excellency  opened  the  convention 
with  an  addrefs  to  them  on  the  fubject.  of  their  being  called! 
together,  in  which  he  acquaints  them  that,  "  By  an  anonym 
mous  fummons,   an  attempt  has  been  made  to  convene  yot 
together  ;  how   inconfiftent    with  the  rules  of  propriety 
how  unmilitary  !  and  how  fubverfiveof  all  good  order  ant  1 
difcipline  I  let  the  good  (enfe  of  the  army  decide.     In  thi 
moment  of  this  fummons,  another  anonymous  produftiot 
was  fent  into  circulation,  addrefled  more  to  the  feelings  an* 
paflions,  than  to  the  reafon  and  judgment  of  the  army  ;    th< 
author  of  the  peace  is  entitled  to  much  credit  for  the  good|!  pr 
nefs  of  his  pen,  and  I  could  wifh  he  had  as  much  credit  fog 
the  reciitude  of  his  heart ;  for  as  men  fee  through  differenj 
opticks,  and  are  induced   by  the  reflecting  faculties  of  thi 
mind,  to  ufe  different  means  to   obtain  the  fame  end,  thi 
author  of  the  addrefs  fhould  have  had  more  charity  than  tjl 
mark  for  fufpicion  the  man,  who  fhould  recommend  moderal 
tion  and  longer  forbearance,  or  in   other  words,  who  doe! 
not  think  as  he  thinks,  and  aft  as  he  advifes.     But  he  hac 
another  plan  in   view,  in  which   candour  and  liberality 
fentiment,  regard  to  juftice  and  love  of  country,    have  n 
part;  and  he  was  right  to  irtfinuate  the  darkeft  fufpicion 
affe£t.  the  blacked  defigns. 

MThat  the  addrefs  is  drawn  with  great  art,  and  is  defigned 
anfwer  themoftinfidiouspurpofes;  that  it  is  calculated  to  im  |  iu 
prefs  the  mind  with  an  idea  of  premeditated  injustice  in  th 
fbvereign  power  of  the  United  States,  androufe  all  thofe  re 
fentments  which  muff,  unavoidably  flow  from  fuch  a  belief 
that  the  fecret  mover  of  this  fcheme  (whoever  he  may  be 
intended  to  take  advantage  of  the  paflions,  while  they  wer 
warmed  by  the  recollection  of  paft  diitreiTes,  without  giving 
time  for  cool  deliberate  thinking,and  that  ccmpofure  of  mind 
which  is  fo  neceffary  to  give  dignity,  and  {lability  to  meaj 
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res,  is  rendered  too  obvious  by  the  mode  of  conducting  1783. 
the  bufinefs  to  need  other  proof  than  a  reference  to  the  pro-  ^-y- 
ceeding.  Thus  much,  gentlemen,  I  have  thought  it  incum- 
bent on  me  to  obferve  to  you,  to  fhew  upon  what  principles 
I  oppofed  the  irregular  and  hafty  meeting,  which  was  propof- 
d  to  have  been  held  on  Thurfday  laft,  and  not  becaufe  I 
wanted  a  difpofition  to  give  you  every  opportunity  confid- 
ent with  your  own  honour,  and  the  dignity  of  the  army  to 
make  known  your  grievances,"  &c.  After  fhewing  the  im- 
practicability of  the  meafures  propofed  in  the  anonymous 
addreffes,  his  confidence  in  the  gratitude  and  juftice  of  Con- 
grefs,and  pledgingbimfelf  to  exert  whatever  ability  he  poffefT- 
ed  in  their  favour,  and  recommending  them  not  to  take  any 
meafures  which,  viewed  in  the  calm  light  of  reafon,  would 
leffen  tl«e  dignity  they  had  hitherto  maintained.  His  Excel- 
lency withdrew,  and  the  convention  unanimoufly  refolved 
to  prefent  him  their  thanks  for  his  excellent  fpeech. 

General  Knox,  Colonel  Brooks,  and  Captain  Howard, 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  draw  up  fome  refolutions, 
expreflive  of  the  bufinefs  of  the  convention.  They  report- 
ed, and  the  convention 

"Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  at  the  commencement  of  the 
prefent  war,  the  officers  of  the  American  army,  engaged  in 
thefervice  of  their  country,  from  the  purefl:  love  and  attach- 
ment to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  human  nature,  which  mo- 
tives ftill  dxiit  in  the  higheft  degree,  and  that  no  circum- 
stance of  diftrefs  or  danger  fhall  induce  a  conduct,  that 
may  tend  to  fully  the  reputation  and  glory,  which  they  have 
acquired  at  the  price  of  their  blood,  and  eight  years  faithful 
fervices. 

"Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  the  army  continue  to  have 
an  unfhaken  confidence  in  the  juftice  of  Congrefs  and  their 
country,  and  are  fully  convinced  that  the  Reprefentatives 
of  America  will  not  difband,  or  difperfe  the  army,  until  their 
accounts  are  liquidated,  the  balances  accurately  afcertained, 
and  adequate  funds  eltablifhed  for  payment.  And  in  this 
arrangement,  the  officers  expect  that  the  half  pay,  or  com-? 
mutation  of  it,  mould  be  efficacioufly  comprehended. 

"Refolved  unanimoufly, that  hisExceliency  the  command- 
er in  chief,  be  requefted  to  write  to  his  Excellency  the  Pref- 
ident  of  Congrefs,  earneftly  intreattng  the  more  fpeedy  de- 
cifion  of  that  honourable  body,  upon  the  fubjecls  of  our  late 
addrefs,  which  was  forwarded  by  a  committee  of  the  army, 
fome  of  whom  are  waiting  upon  Congrefs,  for  the  refult. 
In  the  alternativeof  peace  or  war,  this  event  would  be  high- 
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1783.     ly  fatisfa&ory,  and  would  produce  immediate  tranquillity  in 
v    y   ■/    the  minds  of  the  army,  and  prevent  any  further  machinations 
of  defigning  men  to  low  difcord  between  the  civil  and  raili* 
tary  powers  of  the  United  States, 

"  Refolved  unanimoKily,  that  the  officers  of  the  American 
army  view  with  abhorrence,  and  reject  with  difdain  the  in- 
famous propolitions  contained  in  a  late  anonymous  addrefs 
to  the  officers  of  the  army,  and  refeht  with  indignation  the 
fecret  attempts  of  fome  unknown  perfons,  to  collecl  the  offi- 
cers together,  in  a  manner,  totally  fubverfive  to  all  difciplina 
and  good  order. 

"  Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  the  thanks  of  the  officers  of 
the  army,  be  given  to  the  committee  who  prefented  to  Con- 
grefs  the  late  addrefs  of  the  army,  for  the  wifdom  and  pru- 
dence with  which  they  have  conduced  that  bufinefs ;  and 
that  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  this  day,  be  tranfmitted  by 
the  Prefidentto  Major-General  M'Dougal  ;  and  that  he  he 
requefted  to  continue  his  felicitations  at  Congrefs,  until  the 
objecls  of  his  million  are  accomplished.  The  meeting' was 
then  dilTolved.  (Signed) 

HORATIO  GATES, 

Prtfidcntr 

This  day  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolutions : 

"  Whereas  the  officers  of  the  feveral  lines  under  the  imme- 
diate command  of  his  Excellency,  General  Wafliingion,  did. 
by  their  late  memorial  tranfmitted,  reprefent  to  Congrefs 
that  the, half  pay  gt anted  by  fundry  refolutions,  was  regarded 
in  an  unfavourable  light  by  the  citizens  of  fome  of  the 
States,  who  would  prefer  a  compenfation  for  a  limited  term 
of  years,  or  by  a  fum  in  grofs,  to  an  eftablifhment  for  life  y 
and  did,  on  that  account,  folicit  a  commutation  of  their  halr^ 
pay  for  an  equivalent,  in  one  of  the  modes  aboveroentioned,in 
order  to  remove allfubjeclsot  diffatisfaclion  from  the  minds  of 
their  fellow  citizens.  And  whereas,  Congrefs.are  defirous,  as 
well  of  gratifying  thereafonable  expectations  of  the  officers  of 
the  army,  as  of  removing  all  objections  which  may  exifl  in 
any  part  of  the  United  States,  to  the  principles  of  tbe  half 
pay  eltabliihment,  for  which  the  faith  of  the  United  States 
hath  been  pledged  ;  perfuaded  that  thofe  objections  can  on. 
lv  arife  from  the  nature  of  the  compenfation,  not  from  any 
lnclifpofition  to  compenfate  thofe,  whofe  fervices,  facrifice$ 
and  {ufTeiings,  have  fojuftly  a  tide  to  the  approbation  and  reT 
wards  of  their  country. 

"  Therefore  refolved,  that  fueh  officers  as  are  now  in  fer- 
vice,  and  fliajl  continue  therein  to  the  end  of  the  war,  i\i<x\\ 
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j  entitled  to  receive  the  amount  of  five  years  full  pay  in 
oney,  and  fecurities  on  intereft,  at  fix  per  cent,  per  annum, 
Congrefs  (hall  find  molt  convenient :  inftead  of  the  half 
ly  promifed  for  life,  by  the  refolution  of  the  21ft  day  of 
ftober,  1780.  The  faid  fecurities  to  be  fuch  as  fhall  be 
ven  to  the  creditors  of  the  United  States.  Frovided  that 
be  at  the  option  of  the  lines  of  the  refpe£tive  States,  and 
3t  of  officers  ;  individuals  in  thofe  States  to  accept  or  refufe 
e  fame.  And  provided  alfo,  that  their  election  (hall  be  fig- 
fied  to  Congrefs,  through  the  commander  in  chief,  from 
e  lines  under  his  immediate  command  within  two  months  ; 
d  through  the  commanding  officer  of  the  fouthem  army, 
m  thofe  under  his  command,  within  fix  months,  from  the 
te  of  this  refolution. 

That  the  fame  commutation  fhall  extend  to  the  corps 
t  belonging  to  the  lines  of  particular  States,  and  who  are- 
titled  to  half  pay  for  life  as  aforefaid;  trie  acceptance  or 
ufai'to  be  determined  by  corps,  and  to  be  fignifiedjn  the 
me  manner,  and  within  the  fame  time  as  above  mention- 
That  all  officers  belonging  to  the  hofpital  department, 
no  are  entitled  to  half  pay  by  the  relolution  of  the  17th 
y  of  January,  1781,  may  collectively  agree  to  accept,  or 
fufe  the  aforefaid  commutation,  fignifying  the  fame  thro' 
e  commander  in  chief,  within  fix  months  from  this  time. 

That  fuch  officers  as  have  retired  at  different  periods, 
titled  to  half  pay  for  life,  may,  collectively  in  each  State, 
which  they  are  inhabitants,  accept  or  refufe  the  fame ;  their 
ceptation  orrefufai  to  be  fignified  by  agents,  authorized  for 
purpofe,  within   fix  months   from  this  period.     That 
th  refpetl  to  fuch  t  et.iring  officers,  the  commutation,  if  ac- 
pted  by  them,  fhall  be  in  lieu  of  whatever  may  be  now 
e  to  ihem,  fince  the  time  of  their  retiring  from  fervice,  as 
1  as  of  what  might  hereafter  become  due,  and  that  as  foori 
their    acceptance  (hall  be  fignified,  the   Superintendent 
finance  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  take  iheafures 
•    r  the  fettlement  of  their  accounts  accordingly,  and  to  ifluaf 
them  certificates  bearing  intereft  at  fix  per  cent. 
"  That  all  officers  entitled  to  half  pay  for  life,  not  included 
the  preceding  refolution,  may  alfo  collectively  ngree  ta 
cept,  or  refufe  the  aforefaid  commutation,   fignifying  the 
Tie  within  fix  months  from  this  time." 
The  war  being  ended,  we  will  now  fee  how  the  account 

Inds,  and  we  fhall  find  the  following  to  be  ajuft  ftatemen* 
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A  lofs  to  Great-Britain,  of  two  large  armies,  captured  b 
the  States  (exclufive  of  many  thoufands,  killed  and  take 
in  various  actions  of  the  war.)     Thirteen  colonies  difme 
bered  from  them,  and  an  increafe  of  their  national  debt, 
feven  ye,ars,  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions. 

The  United  States  have  gained  independency  and  the  liber 
they  contended  for,  and  find  their  debt  to  be  lefs  than  fort 
five  millions  of  dollars  (which  is  (hort  of  ten  million  poun 
fterling,  viz.  (^9,993,424  $f.  6d.  fterling.) 

The  national  debtof  Great-Britain,  at  this  period,  amoun 
to  the  enormous  fum  or  two  hundred  and  forty  millioi 
pounds  fterling. 

The  whole  or  the  American  debt'isj  viz. 

Foreign  debt  ...  7,885,085 

Domeftic  do.         *  -*  34,115,290 

Annual  intereft  on  both,  foreign  at     *) 

5  per   cent,  domeftic,   6    per      >  2,415,956 
cent,  per  annum  J 


Dollars  44,416,331 

April  1 1         Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  their  nation 

debt,  and  for  the  purpofe  of  difcharging  it,  and  reftoring  th 

public    credit,    they  recommended  and  refolved   on  "  A 

impoft  upon  goods  imported  into  the  States  from  any  foift'tht 

eign  ports."     On  the  articles  of  rum,  fugar,  molafles,  winejfc 

cotton,  coffee,  and  India  teas,  the  duty  is  ftipulated  and  fixed 

On  all  other  goods  (agreeable  to  this  refolve)  a  duty  of  fiveJTo 

per  cent,  ad  valorem  is  to  be  paid.    This  impoft  to  continue^,  a 

not  longer  than  twenty-five  years.*     Congrefs  alfo  recom«i 

mended  to  the  feveral  States  to  eftablifh   for  the  fame  term( 

fubftantial  revenues,  as  (hould  be  mod  convenient  to  fupplyjn a 

their  refpeclive   proportions  of  one   million    five   hundredth 

thoufand  dollars  annually,  exclufive  of  the   forementioned  Jjjs; 

duties.  ^  j'tliej 

Mav  "6         At,  or  about  the  time  Congrefs  had  agreed  on  the  co?nmuiL\\t 

'  '    '    tation  aclt  they  received  advice,  that  the  provifional  articleiL  ,1 

of  peace  were  figned,  but  as  the  Definitive  Treaty  was  del 


nr» 


layed,  the  army  could   not  prudently  be  totally  difbanded 


Economy  was  thcrefoie  cbnlulted,  and  it  was  thought  propeiable 


to  leifen  the  public  expenditures  as  conveniently  as  could  bfi 


difrfc- 


His  £ 

4ref| 


*  The  plan  of  Impoft  was  not  adopted  by  all  the  States,  w\^ 
till  the  new  Federal  Con  flit  ution  took  place  in  1789.  nf 

In  thtir  fir/l  fejfion,  they  pojfed  '*  an  impoft  bill"  and  inui 
pojt  ojfices  wcreej/ablijliedin  each  State  of  the  Union. 


not  d 
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>ne.  Accordingly  Congrefs  refolved,  "To  inflruct  the 
>mmander  in  chief  to  grant  furloughs  to  the  non-commif- 
ned  officers  and  foldiers,  enlifted  toferve  duiing  the  war, 
ho  were  to  be  difcharged  as  foon  as  the  definitive  treaty  of 
ace  was  concluded,  together  with  a  proportionable  num- 
r  of  comrniffioned  officers. 

As  foon  as  this  refolution  was  known  by  the  army,  and  the  June* 
>mmander  in  chiefhad  iifued  orders  conformable  thereto,  the 
eneralsand  officers  of  the  troops,  in  cantonment  onHudfon's 
t'er,  addrefTed  his  Excellency  on  the  fubject ;  and  expreff- 
their  diffatisfaction  with  it.  They  folicit  him,  "  That  the 
der  of  the  fecond  of  June,  founded  on  the  act  of  Congrefs, 
the  26th  of  May,  may  be  fufpended,  or  varied  in  its  oper- 
on.  So  far  as  that  no  officer  or  foldier  be  obliged  to  re- 
ive a  furlough,  until  that  Honourable  body  can  be  apprizU 
of  the  wretched  fituation  into  which  they  mull  be  plung- 
by  a  conformity  to  it.  That  your  Excellency  will  eri- 
avour  to  prevail  on  Congrefs,  nay,  that  on  the  principles 
common  juflice,  you  will  infift  that  neither  officer  nor 
Idler  be  compelled  to  leave  the  field,  until  a  liquidation  of 
:ounts  can  be  effected,  tillthe  balances  are  afcertained,  cer- 
icatesfor  the  fums  due  given^  including  the  commutation 
half  pay  to  the  officers,  and  the  gratuity  of  eighty  dollars 
the  foldiers^  and  till  a  fupply  of  money  can  be  furnifhed 
fficient  to  carry  us  from  the  field  of  glory*  with  honour  to 
rfelves  and  aredit  to  our  country." 

To  this  addrefs,  the  commander  in  chief,  Returned  an  an- 
er,  and  juftifies  the  meafure  Congrefs  had  taken,  That  it 
doubtedly  was  by  a  reduction  ot  expefife,  to  enable  the 
ancier  to  make  the  three  months  pay  to  the  army,  which 
all  hands  have  been  agreed  to,  be  absolutely  and  indifpen- 
ly  neceffary." 

His  Excellency  informed  them  that  he  had  fent  a  rfieffage 
the  financier  to  urge  the  neceffity  of  forwarding  the  notes 
>r  the  three  months  payment]  with  all  pofiible  difpatch. 
lat  the  expenfe  of  every  day,  feeding  the  whole  army* 
>uld  increafe  very  confiderably,  the  inability  of  the  public* 
difcharge  the  debts  already  incurred,  at  leaft,  for  a  confid- 
able  time  to  come. 

His  Excellency  relying  on  the  good  intentions  of  Con- 
*fs,  refpecting  the  army,  he  complied  on  certain  conditions, 
th  the  requeft  of  the  officers,  in  their  addrefs  to  him, 
ijidenng  furloughs  in  ail  fervices \as  a  metier  of  indulgence  > 
d  not  of  compulfion. 

On  this  day,  the  commander  in  chief  wrote  to  his  Excel-    June  f\ 
jcv,  the  Prefident  of  Congrefs,  from  bis  Head  Quarters 
Vol.  II.  F  I  ■ 
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at  Newburgh,  and  enclofed  to  him  the  addrefsof  the  Gene>  t 
rais  and  officers,  to  him,  and  his  anfwer.  He  informed  the* 
Prefident  that  the  principle  fubje&s  of  complaint,  was  the ■;.  V 
delay  of  the  three  months  payment,  and  the  fettlement  of  ac-  ,0 
counts  ;  that  he  had  made  fome  little  alterations  relpe.cling  • 
furloughs,  &c.  cE 

June  21.  General  Greene  took  leave  of  the  army  he  had  command-,  ( 
ed  in  Carolina,  and  in  his  general  orders  of  this  date,  he  tells 
them  "  It  is  his  happinefs  that  he  had  the  honour  to  commancUL 
an  army,  not  lefs  diftinguiihed  for  its  patience,  than  bravery  5 
and  it  will  add  no  ("mail-  luftre  to  your  character  to  fay,  that  j 
you  have  rejecled  with  abhorrence,  the  praclice  of  plunder-  L 
ing  and  theexercife  of  cruelty,  although  urged  by  your  ne-  Qr 
ceffities  to  the  former,  and  by  the  example  of  your  enemies':  ^ 
to  the  1  a  it.  United  by  principle,  and  connected  by  affec- '.  ' 
tion,  you  have  exhibited  to  the  world,  a  proof  that  elevated!  0] 
foul?,  and  perfevering  tempers,  can  triumph  over  every  dif-  ^ 
fkuliy." 

Avgufty,        Congrefs,  impreffed  with  a  fenfe  of  the  fei vices  of  the  )K 
commander  in  chief  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  wifhed  .[, 
to  exhibit  a  permanent  teftimony  of  it,  and  at  their  feflion  irtiu 
Princeton,  refolved  to  erec"i  a  monument  oi  General  Wafh-  , 
ington,  viz.  "  That  an  equeftrian  ftatue  of  his  Excellency^, ^ 
be  ere&ed  at  the  place  where  the  refidenee  of  Congrefs  {half  ^ 
be  eftablifhed.     The  American   Commiflioners  in  Franceri  { 
to  employ  the  bell  artifts  in  Europe  to  execute  the  defign,,  00 
which   Congrefs  propofed,  mould  be  as  follows,  viz.  "  Onii, 
the  marble  pedeftal,   which  is  to   fupport  the  flatue,  is  to  be 
reprefented  in  Bajfo  relievo,  the  principal  events  of  the  war, 
in  which  General  Wafhington  commanded  in  perfon,  evac- 
uation  of  Bofton,  capture  of  Trenton,  battle  of  Princeton, 
action  at  Monmouth,  furrender  of  York."     Befides  this  in 


tended  demonflration  of  refpecl,  at  the  requ eft  of  Congrefs,! 

'.reil 


his  Excellency  attended  them  the   26th  of  Augult,  and 


k 


ion 


Aug.  2-6.   ceived  the  united  thanks  of  America,  in  an  addrefs  to  him, 
by  their  Prefident  (Elias  Boudinot,  Efq.) 

"  Your  Excellency's  fervices  (faid  the  Prefident)  have 
been  efTential  in  acquiring,  and  eftabliihingthe  freedom  andlL! 
independence  of  your  country,  they  defer ve  the  grateful  ac-  S 
knowledgments  of  a  free  and  independent  nation.  Thefe 
acknowledgments,  Congrefs  have  the  fatisfaclion  of  addref- 
fing  to  your  Excellency.  Hoftilities  have  now  ceafed,  but 
your  country   {fill  needs  your  fervice,  and  wilhes  to  avail 

;  herfelf  of  your  talents,  informing  the  arrangements  which 

will  be  neceffary  for  it  in  the  time  of  peace,"  &c.  &c.     At 
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hat  greater  honour  can  any  mere  man  arrive,  than  to  re- 
vive the  united  acknowledgments  of  three  millions  of  peo- 
le  aflembled  by  their  Representatives,  declaring  to  all  the 
orld  that  he  hath  been  the  temporal  faviour  of  his  country? 
The  definitive  treaty  of  peace  was  figned  the  23d  of  Sep-  Q-cl,  1 
smber,.  and  Congrefs  having  ratified  it,  they  iffued  a 
roclamation  to  difband  their  army.  The  proclamation 
urports,  •■  That  part  of  the  army  which  ftood  engaged  to 
;rve  during  the  war,  and  by  Several  a6is  of  Congrefs,  had 
een  iurioughed,  fhould  be  abfolutely  difcharged  after  the 
d  of  November  from  faid  fervice  ;  and  that  the  fur- 
ler  fervice  in  the  field  of  the  officers  deranged,  and  on 
lrlough,  are  now  difpenfed  with,  and  they  have  per- 
liffion  to  retire  from  fervice,  no  more  to  be  called  to  com-  v 
land,"  &c.   In  the  proclamation,  Congrefs  give  their  thanks 

S|  3  the  army  for  their  exertions  in  the  caufe  of  America,  and 
le  common  rights  of  mankind. 
The  mode  of  difbanding  the  army,  was  well  calculated  to 
revent  any  diforders  which  might  have  been  the  confequence 
f  difmiflihga  large  number  of  men  in  a  body.  The  advice  of 
leir  beloved  commander  in  chief,  and  the  refolves  of  Con- 
refs  to  p'ay,  and  compenfate  them  in  fuch  manner  as  the 
biiity  of  the  United  States  would  permit,  operated  to  keep 
hem  quiet,  and  prevent  tumult. 

General  Wafhington,  in  his  farewel  oruers  of  this  date,  Nov. 
)ok  leave  of  the  army  in  a  very  affectionate  addrefs  to  them  ; 
e  acknowledges  the  afhflance  they  had  given  him,  and  ex- 
reiTes  his  wifhes  for  their  future  good  conduct,  when  they 
eturned  to  their  citizenfhip,  and  alfo  that  they  might  be 
mpfy  rewarded  for  their  Services. 
The  next  day,  the  4th  of  November,  the  firfl  divifion  of    Nov. 

•'  ie  Britifh  fleet  took  their  departure  from  New  York  ;  and 
n  the  25th  of  the  fame  month,  the  Britifh  army  evacuated 
he  city,  when  General  Wafhington  and  Governour  Clinton 
aok  poifeffion  of  the  fame. 

At  the  celebration  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  at  New    Dec. 
fork,  the  commander  in  chief    of  the   American  army  ex- 
celled his  defire  to   refign   his  commiilion,  and  to  retire.    . 
>ome  of  the  principal  officers,  who  with  hirn  had  trod  the 

:;  >ath  of  military  glory,  and  had  gained  laurels  m  the  fields  of 
America,  took  their  leave  of  his  Excellency,  re(igned  their 
omrnifTions  and  returned  to  their  former  Stations  ol  private 
•ifizens.  General  Wafhington  left  the  city,  crofTed  North 
^iver,  and  repaired  to  Congrefs  then  fitting  at  Annapolis  in 
4-iryIand  ;  a. id  here  he  delivered  into  their  hands  the  com- 
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1783.     miffion  he  had  received  from  them,  and  had  fo  ably  and  Sue-  1 
V  i'yv'.'"^     cefsfully  executed. 

j>c.  23.  The  ceremony  performed  on  this  occafion  is  thus  related  : 
"On  the  25th  day  ot  December,  a  beautiful  group  ot  ladies 
appeared  at-  Congrefs,  the  Governour,  Council  and  Le- 
gislature of  that  State,  feveral  general  officers,  the  Conlul  oi 
Trance,  and  the  refpe&able  citizens  of  Annapolis.  Congrefs 
were  feated  and  covered  as  representatives  of  the  fovereignty 
of  the  union,  the  Spectators  uncovered  and  Handing. 

His  Excellency,  aher  a  decent  paufe,  addrefled  Congrefs 
in  the  following  words : 

"  The  great  events  on  which  my  refignation  depended, 
having  at  length  taken  place,  I  have  now  the  honour  ot  of- 
fering my  fincere  congratulations  to  Congrefs,  and  of  pre- 
fenting  myfelf  before  them  to  furrender  into  their  hands 
the  truft  committed  to  me,  and  to  claim  the  indulgence  ot1] 
retiring  from  the  fervice  of  my  country,  happy  in  the  cou 
firmation  of  our  independency  and  fovereignty,  and  pleafed 
with  the  opportunity  afforded  the  United  States  of  becoming) 
a  reipectabte  nation.  I  refign  with  Satisfaction  the  appoint-^ 
ment  I  received  with  diffidence  ;  a  diffidence  in  my  abilities 
to  accomplifh  fo  arduous  a  tafk,  which,  however  was  fuper-j 
feded  by  a  #>nf]dence  in  the  rectitude  of  our  caufe,  the  lup-; 
port  ot  the  fupreme  power  of  the  union,  and  the  patronage  of 
heaven."  After  encomiums  on  the  army,  and  recommend- 
ing to  the  notice  of  Congrefs,  his  houfehold  confidential  Ser- 
vants, hisExcellency  proceeded  :  "  I  confider  it  as  an  indif- 
penfable  duty  to  clofe  this  laft  act  of  my  official  life,  by  re- 
commending the  intereftsof  our  dearefi  country  to  the  pro- 
tection ot  almighty  God,  and  tbofe  who  have  the  fuperin;en- 
^enceof  them  to  his  holy  keeping.  Having  finifhed  the  work 
affigned  me,  I  retire  from  the  great  theatre  of  action,  and  bid- 
ding an  affectionate  farewel  to  thisauguft  body,  under  whofe 
orders  I  have  fo  long  acled,  I  here  ofjer  my  com  million, 
and  take  my  leave  of  all  the  employments  of  public  life.1' 

This  was  a  moving  fcene  :  "Congrefs,  (as  the  Prefident 
exprefTed  it)  received  his  addrefs  and  refignation  with  emo- 
tions too  affecting  for  utterance."  j  0] 

The  United  States  of  America  being  now  free,  Sovereign 
and  independent,  the  author  of  Common  Senfe  fays,  "She 
has  an  arduous  tafk  before  her,  that  is,  to  make  a  wife  im- 
provement of  her  independence;  fuch  an  improvement  as 
will  promote  its  profperity,  and  make  it  illuftrious  among  the 
nations.  Finance,  revenue  and  funds  are  among  the  fir(t 
pbjefta  of  its  attention ;  to  do  juftice  to  the  Soldiers,"  &c. 
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We  cannot  better  conclude  a  journal  of  the  principal 
incidents  of  the  American  war,  than  with  the  following  per- 
tinent reflections  thereon,  contained  in  an  excellent  addrefs 
of  Judge  Jayy  delivered  on  a  public  occafion  at  New  York, 
when  he  was  chief  Juftice  of  that  State. 

•■  The  war  (faid  the  chief  Juftice)  was  begun  and  has  been 
fuccefsful,  in  a  manner  fo  lingular,  and  I  may  fay  miraculous, 
that  when  future  ages  {hall  read  the  hiftory,  they  will  be 
tempted  to  confider  it  as  fabulous, 

"  What,  among  other  things,  can  appear  more  unworthy 
of  credit,  than  that  in  an  enlightened  age,  in  a  celebrated 
and  chriftian  country,  in  a  nation  fo  celebrated  for  humanity, 
as  well  as  love  of  liberty  and  juftice,  as  theEnglilh  oncejuftly 
were,  a  prince  mould  arife,  who,  by  the  influence  of  corrup- 
tion only,  fhould  be  able  to  feduce  them  into  a  combination, 
to  reduce  three  millions  of  his  moft  loyal  and  affectionate  fub- 
jecls  to  abfolute  flavery,  under  pretence  of  a  right  appertain- 
ing to  God  alone,  of  binding  them  in  all  cafes  whatever,  not 
even  excepting  cafes  of  confeience  and  religion  ? 

44  What  can  appear  more  improbable, though  true,  than  that 
this  prince,  and  this  people  mould  obftinateiy  fteel  their 
hearts,  and  (hut  their  ears  againft  the  moft  humble  petitions, 
and  affectionate  remonftrances,  and  unjuftly  determine  by 
violence  and  lorce,  to  execute  defigns  which  were  reDro- 
bated  by  every  principle  of  humanity,  equity,  gratitude,  and 
policy.  Defigns  which  would  have  been  execrable  if  intend- 
ed againft  favages  and  enemies,  and  yet  formed  againft  men 
defcended  from  the  fame  common  anceftors  with  themfelves ; 
men  who  had  liberally  contributed  to  their  fupport,  and 
cheerfully  fought  their  battles,  even  in  remote  and  baleful 
countries  ? 

14  Will  it  not  appear  extraordinary,  that  thirteen  colonies, 
the  object  of  thefe  wicked  defigns,  divided  by  variety  of 
governments  and  manners,  fhould  immediately  become  one 
people,  and  though  without  funds,  without  magazines,  with- 
out difciplined  troops,  in  the  face  of  their  enemies  unani- 
moully  determine  to  be  free,  and  undaunted  by  the  power 
of  Britain,  refer  their  caufe  to  the  juftice  of  the  Almighty, 
and  refolve  to  repel  force  by  force  ;  thereby  prefenting  to 
the  world  an  iiluftrious  example  of  magnanimity  and  viitue, 
fcarcely  to  be  paralleled? 

"Will  it  not  be  matter  of  doubt  and  wonder,  that  not- 
withftanding  thefe  difficulties,  they  fhould  raife  armies,  eftab- 
lifh  funds,  carry  on  commerce,  grow  rich  by  the  fpoils  of 
their  enemies,  and  bid  defiance  to  the  armies  of  Britain,  an4 
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1783.     the  favagesof  the  wildernefs  ?  But  however  incredible  thefe 
*    V  uJ    tnings  in  future  may  appear,  we  know  them  to  be  true;    and, 
we  mould  always  remember  that  the  many  remarkable  means 
and  events  by  which  our  wants  have  been  fupplied,  and  our 
enemies  repelled,  or  reftrained,  are  fuch  ftrong  and  ftriking 
proofs  of  the  interpofition  of  heaven,  that  our  having  been 
hitherto  delivered   from  the  threatened  bondage  of  Britain, 
ought  like  the  emancipation  of  the  Jews  from  Egyptian  fer- 
vitude,  to  be  forever  afcribed  to  its  true  caufe,  and  inftead  of 
fwelling   our  hearts    with  arrogant   ideas  of    our  prowefs 
and  importance,  kindle  in  them  a  flame  of  gratitude  and  pi- 
ety, which  may  confurae  all  remains  of  vice,  and  irreligion." 
The  fmiles  of  heaven  on  the  American  Revolution  thro' 
its  feveral  ftages,  muft  be  confeffed  by  all,  who  have  paid  at- 
tention to  the  events.     The  following  have  been  noticed  as 
remarkable,  "  The  fewnefs  of  apoftacies  in  the  capital  cha- 
racters, the  fewnefs  of  defertions  to  the  enemy  ;  the  failors, 
taken  in  the  American  fervice,  have  preferred  the  honours  of 
a  prifon-fhip,  to  fighting  againft  the  country  who  had  em- 
ployed them.     Men  of  every  rank,  have  generally  felt,  and 
fpoke  alike,  as  if  the  cords  of  life  (fays  a  remarker)  flruck 
unifon  through  the  continent,  the  prefervation  of  the  union 
of  the  States,  the  purity  of  Congrefs,  the  unfhaken  patriot- 
ifm  of  every  general  airembly,  the  aid  and  fupport  granted 
by  a  foreign  powerful  ally,  the  credit  the  United  States  ob 
tained  in  Europe  fo-as  to  procure  the  loan  of  large  fums  of 
money  ;  to  which  may"  be  added,  the  prefervation  of  the 
health,  life,  and  patriotifm  of  the  commander  in  chief  ;  his 
acceptablenefs  to   the  foldiery,  the  unexpected  fupplies  at 
critical  periods,  by  captures  from  their  enemy  (hinted  at,  in 
the  foregoing  addrefs,)  the    efforts   of  an  infant  country, 
prevailing  over  an  elder  country,  full  of  refources,  and  oblig- 
ing the  latter  to  yield  to  the  former." 
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